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THE ARC OF OUR NARRATIVE 
 

"Narrative arc” is a fancy way of saying that every story needs to have a beginning, 

middle, and end. As Christians, each and every year we celebrate a great narrative arc, 

from the coming of Christ, now, in Advent and at the Christ-mass, to the retelling of 

Jesus’ early life and ministry . . . on January 1 when we celebrate our Lord’s naming, 

and January 8 when we celebrate his Baptism, and so on through Lent until we reach 

something of an end point on Good Friday. 
 

Over the last year you have been journeying through another narrative arc in the life of 

this parish as you have said farewell to one Rector and then made your way through a 

winding year of interim transition, culminating in my calling. It is tempting to think of 

my arrival as a happy end to the transition. But, as I said on this page last week, it is 

not so. We are only now at the end of the “middle” phase of this particular narrative 

arc. 
 

Now I do not dare conflate the great narrative arc of Christ’s birth, life, death, and 

resurrection with our current transition narrative, but, there are elements of truth that 

they share. The great Triduum of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Vigil 

of Easter are, in unity, both an ending and a new beginning at the same time. Indeed, 

beginnings and endings usually overlap. Practically, for us, the "end" of transition and 

the beginning of my ministry with you, are happening simultaneously.  And if we 

hurry through this deeply fertile time we will likely miss myriad opportunities to end 

and begin well. 
 

The bookends of the season in which we now find ourselves are Bishop Mariann's visit 

and my first Sunday with you, on December 4, and the weekend of Pentecost when the 

bishop will return to be with us for a Celebration of New Ministry the morning of 

Saturday, June 3, 2017 (please mark your calendars now!).   This will be a celebration of 

OUR new ministry together.   
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Between these two liturgical markers I invite you to join with me in three different 

kinds of activities to help us take true advantage of this important time: (1) a series of 

small-group dinners with me in fellow parishioners' homes; (2) the communal reading 

and discussion of two books, which will offer good insight into where my heart and 

mind and priorities are while providing fodder for important conversation about our 

future; and (3) a series of “town-hall” style meetings about specific aspects of our 

parish life.  Next week we will begin laying out more specifics about these activities, 

but I invite you now to begin looking forward to them.  Thank you in advance for 

planning to engage deeply in this important communal fellowship, learning, and 

work.     

 
 

 

AROUND THE PARISH . . . Mother Nature is taking her time and the bulbs are just 

starting to sprout, so the paperwhite flower sale has been postponed until the new year 

. . .  Angel Tree gifts for families in Housing Up’s supportive services programs should 

be brought back to All Souls and placed under or near the tree with the gift tags by this 

Sunday, December 18. They may be wrapped or unwrapped, and we will have a 

wrapping party in place of Adult Forum at 10 a.m. . . .  If you requested giving 

envelopes for your 2017 pledge, they can now be picked up in the entrance off the front 

garden. If you haven’t requested giving envelopes but would like some, contact the 

parish office at office@allsoulsdc.org . . .  Attendance last Sunday, December 11 at 8:30 

a.m.: 36; at 11 a.m.: 169 . . . Pledge: $14,844; Plate: $1,011.63; Online Giving: $3,245. 

 

YOUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR  . . . Ralph Braun, Margaret Child, Kathryn Childers, 

Doug Gold, Julia Gutierrez, Fred Jordan, Alice Kane, Susan Morrison, Missy Pepe, 

Mike Pond, Joan Shapiro, Joe Threadgill, Lena Witek, and Merriam Woodhouse. Pray 

for the repose of the soul of Jay Robbins. Pray also for those in Foreign Service & 

overseas, especially Scott Cecil, & our armed forces on active duty . . . Contact the parish 

office to add names to the list. Names stay on for one month, unless the person submitting the 

name contacts the office to request continued prayers.   

 

THE LOVE AND SYMPATHY OF THE PARISH  . . . are extended to the family of The 

Reverend Margaret Guenther, who died December 11. Guenther was Professor 

Emerita of Ascetical Theology at General Seminary and was a noted author and retreat 
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leader. She served as Associate Rector at St. Columba’s and was a spiritual director to 

many in DC, including members of our parish. A Celebration of Life will be held at St. 

Columba’s on Wednesday, December 28 at 2 p.m. Pray for the repose of the soul of 

Margaret, for her family, and for all who mourn.    

 

2017 STEWARDSHIP  . . . To support our 2017 asking budget, we hope to receive pledges 

from 152 pledgers totaling $581,000. As of December 15, we have received 102 pledges 

totaling $414,186, or 71% of our goal. Pledges will continue to be accepted, even after 

the official end of the pledge campaign on December 11. Information on how to pledge 

can be found at www.allsoulsdc.org/donate.     

 

NO ADULT FORUMS THROUGH JANUARY 1  . . . In place of the usual Adult Forum, this 

Sunday, December 18, at 10 a.m. we will be wrapping presents for the Angel Tree and 

continuing to get to know Father Jadon, who will make himself available in the 

undercroft. There will be no Adult Forum on either Christmas Day or New Year’s Day. 

Stay tuned for future Adult Forum topics! 

 

CHRISTMAS AT ALL SOULS  . . . On Christmas Eve, join us at 5 p.m. for the Children’s 

Mass and Blessing of the Crèche. At 10:30 p.m., we will have Carols for Congregation 

and Choir, followed by the First Mass of Christmas at 11 p.m. (There will be no 7 p.m. 

service this year.) On Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25, join us for Christmas 

Lessons & Carols and High Mass at 11 a.m. On Sunday, January 1, we will celebrate 

The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ with a Low Mass at 8:30 a.m. and a Sung 

Mass with the choir at 11 a.m. On the Twelfth Day of Christmas, Thursday, January 5, 

we will have a Low Mass at 7:30 a.m. . . . There will be no child care available on 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, but children are more than welcome to be in the nave 

with us during worship. 

 

ENDOWMENT BOARD MEETING . . . Please mark your calendars for an open meeting of 

the All Souls Endowment Board on Sunday, January 8 at 12:45 p.m. in the conference 

room. Jim Solomon will report on the endowment’s financial performance for 2016. It 

will also be an opportunity for parishioners to ask the Endowment Board any 

questions they may have, and we will begin laying plans for the work of the two new 

committees: grant-making and fundraising. If you will not be able to attend the 

meeting in person, we can arrange for you to attend via telephone – just please let us 

know in advance. Jim Lewis, Endowment Board Chair 

 

 



DECEMBER 18, 2016:  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sunday 

 

 

Low Mass, 8:30 a.m.; High Mass, 11 a.m.;  

Gift-Wrapping Party, undercroft, 10 a.m.;  

Breakfast Following 8:30 a.m. Mass; Child care provided;   

Coffee Hour following 11 a.m. Mass; Choir Rehearsal, 9 a.m.;   

Vestry, conference room, 12:45 p.m.;  A.A. Mtg., conf. room, 3 p.m. 

Monday D.A. Meeting, conference room, 6:45 p.m. 

Tuesday  D.A. Meeting, conf. room, 6:45 p.m. 

Wednesday 
 

Christ House Breakfast, 7 a.m.; Low Mass w/Healing Rite, 12 p.m.;  

Prayer Group, fireplace room, 7 p.m. 

Thursday Matins, 7:15 a.m.; Low Mass, 7:30 a.m. 

Friday A.A. Meetings, conference room, 6:45 p.m. & 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday 

Christmas Eve 

Children’s Mass & Blessing of the Crèche, 5 p.m.; Carols for Congregation & 

Choir, 10:30 p.m.; First Mass of Christmas (High Mass), 11 p.m. 

Sunday 

Christmas Day 

Christmas Lessons & Carols & Holy Eucharist, 11 a.m.; No 8:30 a.m. Mass; 

Choir Rehearsal, 10 a.m. 

Liturgical ministers for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Acolytes: 11 a.m. (CR1) Marcia Anderson, (T1) Barry Huber, (T2) Rob Gibbs, (Book) 

Martha Domenico, (CR2) Ed Perlman, (TR) Mark Hoffman 

Bell Guild: Kevin LeGrand, Julie Duriga 

Greeters: Debby Kelly, Lori Commins, Greg DuRoss 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. (OT) Nancy Aherne, (NT) Marko Zlatich, (PP) Bob Rix;   

11 a.m. (OT) Terry Adlhock, (NT) Susie Bruninga, (PP) Choir of All Souls 

Ushers: Debby Kelly, Susie Bruninga, JoAnn LaFon, Ed McAllister 

Breakfast: Joe Howell 

Coffee Hour: Loaves & Fishes 

 

ALL SOULS MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
The Rev. Jadon D. Hartsuff, Rector; The Rev. Elizabeth Orens, The Rev. Cameron Soulis, The Rev. Elena 

Thompson, OPA, The Rev. Christopher Worthley, Honorary Assistants;  

Dr. R. Benjamin Hutchens, II, Director of Music; Ms. Mary Beth Howard, Parish Administrator. 

2300 Cathedral Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008-1505; Voice: 202-232-4244, Fax: 202-232-8593 

website: www.allsoulsdc.org; Email the Parish Office: office@allsoulsdc.org; 

Email the vestry: vestry@allsoulsdc.org; senior.warden@allsoulsdc.org; junior.warden@allsoulsdc.org  

To receive this by email, sign up at https://is.gd/ASC_Email. 
 

 
All Souls Are Green! 

Please leave any unwanted service materials in the pew after Mass.  

Our ushers recycle bulletins.  Thanks for helping us go green. 


