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Following All Souls Tradition, on the Sunday of the Parish’s Annual Meeting, the Rector’s Annual Report is given in the 
context of worship, as the sermon of the day.  The rector’s words on May 20, 2012 were based upon the following. 
 
 
Ascension and an Annual Meeting 
When I go to New York City for some reason, I often say that I’m “going up” to New York.  When I visit 
family in North Carolina, I say “I’m going down to Charlotte.”  Many of you go “over” to the beach, or 
“out” to West Virginia.  We use these words describing direction, usually prepositions, in a descriptive way, 
not in a literal way.  We imagine a map and we imagine other people are familiar with the map so can speak 
of North as up, and South as down.  Unless I fly in a plane, I don’t literally go up to New York.  And I 
certainly don’t use a tunnel or dig a hole to go down to Charlotte.   
 
Forty days after Easter, Jesus is said to have “gone up.”  We heard it in the readings on Thursday, it echoes 
today, and is sung with joy by our choir. But language of the Ascension is not meant to be literal.  It 
describes Jesus taking up into the full presence of God, into the very heart of God’s love, inside the wisdom 
and mercy that is the eternal mind of God.  Jesus goes “up,” but we could just as easily use another 
preposition to describe his return to God. 
 
Today is the Seventh Sunday of Easter and it’s the Sunday after the Ascension. But in this parish, it is also 
the third Sunday in May, which means that we hold our annual parish meeting after the 11 a.m. Mass.  
(Lunch is served, news is shared, elections are held, so please stay.)  Though the official meeting happens in 
a little while, today I’m continuing an old All Souls custom by offering my annual report in the form of a 
sermon.  If the Ascension of Jesus is often put in terms of a preposition, we can certainly use prepositions 
to describe the various directions we have gone as a parish in 2011.   
 
We have gone up. 
We haven’t exactly ascended, but we’ve raised our profile in the neighborhood, the diocese, and the city.  
We added 34 official members this year, though we have more than that who are now attending.  (And since 
you’ll ask, we only lost 16 people this year through death, relocation, or moving a church closer to their 
home.)  So yes, we are a growing parish.  We reported 360 active baptized members at the end of 2011, but 
we also have another 200 or so who attend regularly and contribute in some way to the life of the parish.  
Our total average Sunday attendance in 2011 was 182 people (which combines the 8:30 and 11 am Masses).  
You may be interested in knowing that 108 Sunday Eucharists were celebrated, 128 weekday Eucharists, and 
we gathered for the Daily Office (usually Morning Prayer) 218 times.  Eight marriages were celebrated in 
2011, and I’m proud to be able to say that because of the leadership of Bishop Chane and the ready 
approval of the Vestry of All Souls, 5 of those marriages were for people of the same gender.   

In an uncertain economy, we have nonetheless gone up in our maintenance of this building.  
Because of the leadership of Dale Lewis and Jennifer Crier Johnston, and your generous giving, we don’t 
have much “deferred maintenance.” We have a lot of “present” maintenance because we are busy 
maintaining stone, glass, shingles, plumbing, and electrical systems. 
 
We may have gone up in some ways last year, but we were also brought down. 
There were ten deaths in the immediate parish last year, and that doesn’t include many of your family 
members, neighbors, and coworkers.  Among our wider parish were friends like Trent Royster, Bernice 
Jacobsen, and our organist and choir director, Jeff Workman.  But we also lost matriarch and active 
members:  Isabel Cole, Regina Dading, Erling Hansen, Mary Hitchcock, and Nancye Suggs.  May they rest 
in peace and rise in glory. 
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We survived the earthquake pretty well, and only found a few leaks as a result of the hurricane.   
 
We’ve moved in (ward).  In other words, we’ve spent time and energy on ourselves. We do not do 
this in order to form a more perfect “club” but to grow in “wisdom, and stature, and in favor with God and 
our neighbor.”  Our Sunday school has struggled with awkward space, children of different ages and 
schedules, and busy families.  But thanks to Stefanie Vestal, with huge help from Dan Davis, Marcia 
Anderson, Ike Brannon, and other parents who have helped teach, we’ve carried on.  The parish committed 
to a new line item in this year’s budget to support a part-time Sunday school coordinator, but in that 
process, Marcia Anderson and Dan Davis offered to coordinate.  We can spend the money allotted on the 
Sunday school rooms and supplies. 
 
Our Adult Christian formation has continued to deepen us and encourage us to focus inward so that we 
might be better outward.  We’ve had series on Science and Religion, The Apostle Paul, the Spiritualities of 
Anglicanism, and other topics.  We’ve invited people to learn more about the church through our occasional 
afternoon Episcobasics.  We held a Lenten Quiet Day on Desert Spirituality and an Advent Quiet Day on 
the “faith and fear.”  
 
Personally, with your encouragement and the support of the Bishop, I’ve continued my work in the Doctor 
of Ministry program at Virginia Theological Seminary.  I’ve continued reading and writing on congregational 
development, often trying to resist a technical or “quick” fix to problems that are more systemic and call for 
a more adaptive approach.  
 
 
We did spend a good part of 2011 with the preposition, “before,” as we looked at our history and 
celebrated our Centennial.  Especially in October, we hosted Bishop Chane, Bishop Montgomery, Bishop 
Senyonjo, and Father Van Dooren.  We had special music and a 1911 Dinner.  We had an open house, 
made 100 scarves for the Kwasa kids in South Africa, and did our very best to honor the past by continuing 
to think about what it means for us to truly be a church for All Souls.  At the meeting later, you’ll hear more 
about our ongoing building plans for accessibility and initial feasibility study and hopes for a capital 
campaign. 
 
Alongside is actually a preposition.  And it’s one that accurately describes how so much of our ministry 
happens.  We could not have done all that we did this year without a wonderful Vestry.  And we thank Stu 
Edwards, Sally MacDonald, and Gene Sexton who have completed their terms.  We thank Susan Morrison, 
who is resigning from vestry to spend more time with her family. But there’s a lot you don’t see.  Our 
weekday volunteers help us do the work of a parish three times our size.  Clark Ball, Ford Chinworth, 
Harriet Curry, Barry Huber, Terry Horan, and Tom Mabon.  Our archives is a busy place under the 
guidance of Marko Zladitch along with volunteers Jeanette Studley, Maggi Tomicello, and Sandra Welch.  
The garden guild under the leadership of Arlin Winefordner dazzles us and the neighbors.  The choir has 
been resilient, resourceful, and has helped us through an unusual year. 
  
We were blessed by the support of our seminarian Brenda Sol and Kat Bethell graciously chaired Brenda’s 
parish committee.  On Sundays, we were frequently helped by Father Christopher Worthley.  Christopher 
balances a demanding job with significant international travel with his sense of vocation and calling not just 
to hang out in a church here or there, but to make his church home with us.  We are grateful.   
 
Coordinated by Bill Miller, our healing ministers have added prayers and healing touch.  Our acolytes, under  
Ed Perlman, continue to lead us with care and precision.  Butch Bradburn keeps us going with a team of 
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ushers.  We have greeters and bell ringers.  Though some of our parish are aging and we don’t always 
respond as creatively or quickly as we might like, our Wise and Mature luncheons have continued with great 
popularity, enormous thanks to Mark Hoffman for coordinating.  The Men of the Church continue to meet 
for fellowship and friendship, and many thanks to those who add energy and humor to that effort.  
 
We’ve moved out in new ways this past year.  (We’ve moved out of ourselves, out of our building, and 
out of our comfort zones). 
Outreach and Evangelism has increased, even as we argue and pray and struggle to re-define those words in 
ways that ring true to Jesus Christ and made sense for us.  We have increased our advertising, our use of 
social media, and our physical presence at Pride Event.  Significant work on our website by Durward 
Womack began last year and continues to fine-tune our web presence in beautiful, faithful, and effective 
ways. 
 
We’ve continued to empower and send people out from this parish.  Christ House, Habitat for Humanity, 
and volunteers with some of the ministries support by funds from our Endowment mission grants.  
Parishioners serve on the boards and as liaisons.  And outreach has included working on the Anacostia 
River, sponsoring a THC in-house fundraiser, continuing to work with Habitat for Humanity, and many 
others.  
 
We are blessed with an endowment from which we make mission grants of up to five percent of the total 
fund.  In 2011, mission grants from the All Souls Endowment allowed us to support programs and 
ministries in Washington, DC with grants of over $49,000, and to international mission efforts with over 
$32,000. Volunteers and/or resources went to Haiti, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, South Africa, 
Jerusalem and the West Bank.  I want to thank the members of the Endowment Board for their care and 
faithful stewardship, and especially thank Roy Woodall for his service, as he completes his term on the 
Board. 
 
A part of moving out of ourselves has included opening our doors for more people and groups.  Regular 
meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous continue three times a week, the farmer’s market continues May 
through November in our parking lot, we have become the regular meeting location for the annual prayer 
breakfast for the DC Recovery Community Alliance, the Federation of Citizens Organizations in the 
District of Columbia, People Animals Love, and the a capella singing group, The Capital Hearings. 
 
Towards (the future). 
We continue to help prepare new leaders for the church.  The Reverend Brenda Sol and Shawn Strout have 
both graduated from seminary.  Lisa Zaina continues in seminary at Yale Divinity School.   
 
Various ministries like All Souls are Green, the Garden Guild, the Sunday school, the communications team, 
and many others are preparing us for the future.  
 
We’re calling our plan for accessibility, “All Souls Forward: Living up to our Name,” and you will be hearing 
a whole lot more about that in the coming year.   
 
The Gospel for today includes what is referred to as the “high priestly prayer” of Jesus.  Not that he is high 
and mighty and lifted away from us, but that, like a priest who intercedes on behalf of his beloved,  Jesus 
prays for us.  When we have been up, or down, or turned inward or outward, throughout 2011, Jesus was 
praying for us.  Though questions, challenges, joy, and sorrows will surely meet us this year and point us in 
all kinds of directions, we can take great comfort that Jesus continues to pray with us and for us.  Thanks be 
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to God that Jesus has gone up into the full love and power of God and he welcomes us into God’s presence 
this, and every year. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
 


