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December 2020 THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
 
Celebrate Jesus! 
 
The celebration of Advent began on Sunday, November 29. This is a time when 
Christians intentionally focus on the real meaning of Christmas.  
 
Is your family preparing to spend time together to celebrate the first coming of 
Jesus to this earth? The social climate of the world might be giving us the perfect 
setting to make this year’s Advent celebration our most meaningful one ever! We 
are somewhat limited to the safety of our homes, so let’s make the most of it.  
 
Last year I shared with the church some ways to make Christmas more meaningful 
through family celebrations during the four weeks of Advent. Many of the Pittsbo-
ro Baptist Church family began new traditions last year that I hope will continue 
this Christmas.  
 
If you’re not familiar with Advent celebrations, take time to download those mate-
rials from the church website and look for ways to celebrate the birth of our Savior 
in new ways this Christmas.  
 
I hope you are making good use of your free subscription to Right Now Media. 
When you login to your account, you will see several excellent Advent videos in-
cluding a series by J.D. Greear, pastor of The Summit Church and president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  
 
About a year ago, the deacons began forming the Transition Team to work 
through the process of understanding Pittsboro Baptist Church’s mission and fu-
ture direction. The larger Transition Team has five sub-teams that focused on five 
different assignments: Heritage, Mission, Connections, Leadership and Future. 
The Future team’s responsibility was to consolidate the work of the first four 
teams and bring a report to the church. The report is one the church will need to 
adopt before it goes to the Pastor Search Committee. That report will be coming to 
the church in December. Look for details in announcements soon!  
 
I really appreciate the diligence and hard work of the 34 people who are serving 
on the Transition Team. In spite of the unprecedented, multi-layered distractions 
of COVID-19, they pressed on and faithfully completed their work. Their report is 
the result of much prayer, input from the congregation, thoughtful discussions and 
a great investment of time. Trust me, it was not an easy job! Well done, team! 
 
I pray that you have an outstanding Advent season and a very Merry Christmas. 
Be safe and pray for each other. 
 
Pastor Allan 
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Welcome Jocelyn Reece Harshman!   
 
 

Born November 17th at 10:30pm.  She is 6lbs 13oz and 
measured 19” long. Melissa and Jocelyn, and the entire 
Harshman family are doing great! 

Thank you, church, for a great Operation Christmas Child 2020 collection week! 
The members of Pittsboro Baptist Church donated 141 shoeboxes, and as a drop-off location, 
we collected 1,016 shoeboxes! 
 
Pittsboro Baptist Church took the 1,016 boxes to the central drop-off in Durham, and our area 
team collected 11,798 shoeboxes/gospel opportunities.  Those shoeboxes went to a Samaritan’s 
Purse processing centers in Charlotte, and then to the nations! 
 
Samaritan’s Purse estimates that an average of 7-10 people hear the gospel from 1 simple shoe-
box gift, so that translates to God using the 1,016 shoeboxes collected at PBC to impact over 
10,000 people with the gospel.   
 
Many thanks to the church family and all the volunteers who took part in this important king-
dom work!  Praise the Lord!    
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First Light is a new, astronomy-based ministry that will be starting in May 2021, led by 
Scott Scheffler and his daughter, Katie.  It involves setting up a telescope and spending a 
couple of hours looking at God’s amazing creations in the night sky.  The sights vary 
based on the time of year, but can include detailed views of the moon, planets, star clus-
ters, galaxies, and nebulae.  The events are small, usually involving 6-8 guests on a 
night, so that everyone has a turn looking through the telescope, without undue wait.  
Scott provides details on each object, as well as answers basic astronomy questions.  
First Light will be occurring on weekends through the year (weather permitting), so those 
that are not able to participate in the beginning will have other opportunities.   
One of the nice features of this format is that there is plenty of time to talk while guests 
are waiting for their turn.  It is not difficult at all to bring God into the conversation.  The 
subject naturally turns to creation, and how this all came into being.  This is where mem-
bers of the church can help out, without a lot of time or effort.  Scott’s goal is for a believ-
er to bring a non-believer to the event.  Hopefully, the sight of God’s handiwork sparks 
something into that person’s soul (first light), but the group discussion could help turn that 
person’s heart to God.   
Given that the equipment is expensive and there are cables in the dark, First Light will 

start off with guests who are late teens or older.  At some point in the future, younger kids 

will be invited too.  Scott is looking for opportunities to include Emmaus Baptist Church, 

as well as Haw River Christian Academy.  At all events, another adult representative from 

the organization will be present for accountability purposes.  If you are interested in help-

ing or attending, please contact Scott Scheffler by e-mail (sascheffler@gmail.com) or on 

Facebook messenger.  Scott will be posting pictures over the coming months on his Fa-

cebook page. 

mailto:sascheffler@gmail.com
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The Bair Foundation is a child and family ministry 
providing services such as foster care, foster-to-adopt, and family counseling since 1967. The 
majority of our work is helping children and youth who have been removed from their biological 
family by state or local child welfare agencies. Bair recruits families who are passionate about 
helping children and gives them the training they need to provide healing from the trauma these 
children have experienced. These families open their homes and hearts to care for the children 
in a family setting. When Bair is recruiting foster parents we strive to meet the James 1:27 call to 
care for the orphans. Bair exist as a landing spot for children going through intense transitions in 
their lives.  
 
The trauma these children have experienced is hard to imagine. For example,  
 

• A former foster child woke up one Christmas morning when she was 9 years old to 
find her mother, her only caregiver, had deserted her and her 7 year old sister.  

• A 5 year old kidney transplant patient rejected the new kidney because his mother 
didn’t care for him properly. He nearly died before a Bair foster mom, who was a 
nurse, took him in. 

 
Bair is a non-profit 501(c)(3). With 31 offices in 9 states, we offer a myriad of community-based 
services which include: Treatment Foster Care, Traditional Foster Care, Adoption Services, Medi-
cally-Needy Foster Care, Independent Living Services, Parent Empowerment Program, B.E.S.T. 
Program, Wraparound Services, In-Home Services, Assessment Home, & Outpatient Services.  
 
The Bair Foundation is accredited by COA (Council on Accreditation) and is a member of Alliance 
for Children and Families; Christian Alliance for Orphans; Family Focused Treatment Association; 
National Foster Parent Association; National Association of Christian Child and Family Agencies; 
and the Pennsylvania Council of Children, Youth and Family Services. Bair needs parents who will 
love kiddos just as Christ has loved us. In all our hurt, in all our brokenness, and in all our need. 
Will you answer the call? 
 
For more information, please call our office at 919-573-8834.  

An introduction to 
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And Communion at 

4:00pm 

Join Us 

 

With the strangeness that is 2020, you may have had 
more time to read. The irony is your Pittsboro Baptist 
Church Library has been inaccessible with no Sunday 
services, plus the disarray of the window installation. 
The library is now in order with bright new windows 
and lovely new blinds. As of this writing, no Sunday 
Services are scheduled in the building, but PBC Minis-
try Assistant Pam Romel has graciously agreed to open 
the library door for you.  
 
With the preschool in session in the mornings, we ask 
that you visit the library the afternoons of Monday 
through Friday, 12:15 p.m. – 4:00p.m. It is a self-check 

out honor system. Write your name on the checkout card then leave the card on the desk. 
Books are due back in two-weeks, if possible. There is a basket in the hallway for returned 
books. If you need to visit the library at other times, contact Kathy Shaffer by email: 
kshaffer@mindspring.com or call or text 919.244.1878. 

All locations will be available to watch or listen.   
Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall, radio & live 
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With what 2020 has wrought, the Christmas 
season should be particularly meaningful, as 
we reflect on the hope of the world, when God 
became man at the nativity. There are quite a 
few Christmas themed books at the Pittsboro 
Baptist Church Library. Some offer theological 
insight, such as Liz Curtis Higgs’ book, de-
scribed below. Norah Lofts’ How Far to Beth-
lehem? offers a fictionalized account of the 
first Christmas, which if you like The Chosen, 
you should try. Many of the novels are similar 
to The Christmas Box, which describes self-
reflection brought on by this time of year. Of 
course, there are lots of Christmas romance 
novels, so we urge you to stop by the library 
and take a look.  
 
The Women of Christmas: Experience the 
Season Afresh with Mary, Elizabeth and 
Anna  
by Liz Curtis Higgs  
Meet the women who played pivotal roles in 

Christ's birth! Elizabeth is 
barren, yet trusts God's 
promise. Mary is a virgin, 
but says yes when God 
asks her to bear his Son. 
And prophetess Anna 
proclaims the Messiah's 
arrival. Unpacking each 
verse from the Gospel of 
Luke, Higgs illuminates 
their love, faithfulness, 
and obedience to God. 
(copied Christianbooks.com) 
 

 

How Far to Bethlehem?  
by Norah Lofts 
Norah Lofts remarkable novel retells the story 
of the Nativity from the Annunciation to the 
Birth of Christ, and in it she has sought to re-
veal the motives and emotions of the charac-

ters as they converged on the humble stable 
in Bethlehem. With immense 
care and a superb sense of 
history she has re-created 
this most wonderful of tales 
with compassion, under-
standing, freshness and 
faith. It opens in Nazareth 
where Mary, who has been 
visited by the Angel Gabriel, 
prepared for her forthcoming 
marriage to Joseph and 
shows with astonishing clari-

ty the fears and joys she felt as she learned of 
her appointed task. The author has combined 
all her talents as historian, psychologist and 
writer to produce a novel which is scholarly, 
moving and intensely readable.  
(copied from goodreads.com)  

 
The Christmas Box 
by Richard Paul Evans 
“Whatever the reason, I find that with each 
passing Christmas the story of ‘The Christmas 
Box’ is told less and needed more. So I record 
it now for all future generations to accept or 
dismiss as seems them good. As for me, I be-
lieve. And it is, after all, my story.”  

So begins The Christmas 
Box, the touching story of 
a widow and the young 
family who moves in with 
her. Rick, Keri, and their 4
-year-old daughter, Jen-
na, are hired as caretak-
ers and are welcomed in-
to the Victorian home of 
Mary Parkins, an elderly 
widow, just before the hol-
iday season. As the rela-

tionship between Mary and the family devel-
ops we learn that Mary’s past sorrows are 
compelling her to share an important mes-
sage with Richard. But will he understand her 
message in time? A heartwarming story of pa-
rental love, healing, and Christmas. 
(Copied from richardpaulevans.com) 
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3  Doris Griffin 

  Morgan Crutchfield 

  Charlie & Wanda Hudgins ♥ 

  Richard & Martha Brigman ♥ 

7  Don Whitt 

12  Jeanne Mitchell 

14  Diane Braswell 

  Wanda Hudgins 

15  Kelly Kivette 

  Katie Scheffler 

16  Brittany Lasater 

  Munro & Beth Parker ♥ 

20 Luke Jurius 

22  Leslie Wilkins 

24 Betty Jean Whitt 

Wishing you and your loved  

ones a truly blessed Christmas.  

May the joy of the birth of Christ be with you and your  

families today and throughout the coming year! 

 

From all the staff at PBC 

 

Pastor Allan, Pastor Ralph, 

 Jennifer, Pam & Archie 


