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This has been an unusual year, COVID, quarantines, masks, no indoor 
services allowed, an election, and riots in the streets of America.  It is 
easy to be discouraged.   
 
As children of God Rejoice!  We were made in Godôs image to shine a 
light, that others would know whom we have within us.  We were cre-
ated for relationships.  The greatest is our relationship with God. 
 
In these troubled times rejoice, pray without ceasing, and in everything, 
give thanks to God. 
 
We love you. 
 
Pastor Ralph 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16 - 18 
 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
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Refreshing Womenôs Retreat 

 
The sun was brightly shining but the air had a cool crispness as 35 women gathered out-
doors at PBCôs 902 property for the womenôs retreat, ñFall Fresh on Me ï Renewing Our 
Walk with God.ò  Tara Furman, from Knowing God Ministries, was the featured speaker at 
the socially-distanced PBCôs Womenôs Ministry 
sponsored event held October 3.  
 
The Cary native and mother of two, said she grew 
up ñdoing church,ò becoming a Christian as a third 
grader.  During her college years at UNC- Wilming-
ton, she lived far from God. After graduation, she 
had ña good job and a good car, but was misera-
ble.ò She confessed to her friend, Kelly, that as a 
child she had accepted Jesus as her savior but did 
not really understand what that meant. Kelly prayed 
that God would show her. Some time afterwards, 
she had the desire to be holy, to live for God  
every day. 
 
Ms. Furman told the women, it is important to make 
God a priority, to spend time with Him.  ñIt is easy to 
be distracted and become a slave to business and 
schedules. Making time with the Lord will change 
your life,ò she stated.  To help make God a priority, 
she recommended having a prepared place in your home to spend time with God. Hers is 

the laundry room. She also suggested having pre-
pared content for the quiet time, such as a devotional, 
a Bible study, or a book, but it is important that the 
time be scripture-filled.  She also stressed the im-
portance of preparing your heart by humbling yourself 
and confessing your sins so that you can hear what 
God is saying. 
 
The women broke into small groups for discussion, 
then enjoyed a catered lunch from Mrs. Lacyôs.  The 
afternoon session focused on how to maintain Godôs 
fire within us. Furman advised the group to listen to 
God and ask Him to speak personally to them, even 
though ñit may not be what your want to hear. Pray 
and let God work.ò She ended the session reminding 
the women to remember that ñGod has plans for your 
everyday life.ò  She writes down ways that she sees 
God at work in her life.  Finally, she stressed Chris-
tians must share God with others. 

Tara Furman, featured speaker 

Jenny Sears,  
PBC Womenôs Ministries Director 
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How to 
RENEW 
Your 

Relationship 
with 
GOD 
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