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A Brand New Year!
The year 2020 is in the record books. It’s history. Nothing can change what we experienced in this unusual, challenging year. However, we have full control over our attitudes
as we enter 2021. The things we thought, said and did in 2020 can become unnecessary
baggage that will complicate the coming year, or we can leave all of that behind and commit ourselves to God’s plan for the new year.
The Bible says, “The LORD’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions
never fail. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:2223, NASB) God’s compassion, mercy and lovingkindness are new every morning. He
gives fresh opportunity to those who look to Him.

But there’s more! The next two verses tell us how to have the right perspective and enjoy
the opportunities God offers us. “‘The LORD is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘Therefore I
have hope in Him.’ The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the person who
seeks Him.’” (Lamentations 3:24-25, NASB)
The church is ready to move to the next level of God’s call on our lives individually and
together as a church family. The Transition Team has completed its work. The church has
received the report and is ready to adopt it on January 10.
As we take these important steps, the focus must be on being faithful to God’s Word, the
Bible. Here are some valuable building blocks for a healthy, biblical church.
1. We must understand the condition of the lost. There is no hope for anyone apart from
Christ. Romans 3:10-12 reminds us that no one righteous, no not one! Everyone is a sinner
with no hope apart from Jesus.
2. We must believe that Jesus Christ is the only access to the Father. Jesus said, “I am
the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father but through me.” John 14:6
(NASB)
3. We must believe the fields are ripe for the harvest. People are spiritually hungry and
ready to know God. Jesus said, “Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the
fields, that they are white for harvest.” John 4:35 (NASB)
4. We must believe the Great Commission. The Great Commission is not a divine suggestion. It is the only plan God has to take the gospel to the whole world. Read Acts 1:8
and Matthew 28:19-20. These are our marching orders.
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5. We must believe that every Christian is called to be a witness. Every believer does not have the
gift of an evangelist, but all are called to witness. Sharing the gospel is not something that missionaries, preachers and church staff are supposed to do alone. All of us are witnesses!
6. We must depend on the Holy Spirit to work through us. Acts 1:8 promises that we will have
power from the Holy Spirit to witness. Our responsibility is simply to surrender to Him and let the Holy Spirit work through us.
7. We must depend on God to bring the results. We do not convert people, but God works through
us to do the life-changing work of conversion. The change that comes to a person’s life is not something we talk them into or do for them. It is the work of God!
This is our beginning point. When Jesus is Lord of our time, resources and all that we are, God does
great things in His church. Pray for each other this
year.
Allan Blume, Interim Pastor
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The Future Team Report
In the Fellowship Hall
January 6, 2021
At 6:30pm

Following Sunday Service
January 10, 2021

Quarterly Church Conference and approval of
Future Team Report
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Danny Braswell
Charles Hinton
Kevin & Jeanne Mitchell ♥
Natalie Phillips
Owen Crutchfield
Lyla Dibb
Gabriel Jurius
Vicky Oldham
Shon Johnson
Christian Batcheller
Katherine Parker
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18 Patsy Johnson
19 Charlie Brooks
Richard Brigman
Jenice Walton
Adam Melton
Jaxson Mueller
20 John & Connie Goin ♥
22 Lance & Carole Sanders ♥
Aaron Kivette
30 Stuart Lasater
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of Father Tim as he explores retirement.
The avuncular priest finds himself in high
demand as a matchmaker, foster parent,
cake tester, and canine companion, but he
also finds time to write love letters to his beloved wife. McDonough reveals Father
Tim's simultaneous humor and impatience
as townspeople encourage him to partake
of a newfangled spray tan, and seek his advice in the local bookstore. (adapted from AudioFileMagazine.com)

While doing the research for The Heritage
Report, it was learned that the PBC Library
actually became the Media Center in 1978,
with the implication even decades ago, the
room offered more than books. The Pearle
Johnson Memorial Library indeed has more
than just books for its patrons. Available for
check-out are over 2000+ books in all genres, plus DVDs, CDs, audio books, cassette
tapes, and Bible studies. We also have a
projector, DVD player, and cassette tape
player for church members’ use.

Breakthrough – DVD
Based on a true story, this biographical drama directed by Roxann Dawson follows the
incident of 14-year-old John Smith (Marcel
Ruiz,) who falls into a frozen Missouri lake
after playing on it with friends. Now unconscious in a hospital bed, John's adoptive
parents fret about his chances of survival.
But his mother Joyce Smith (Chrissy Metz)
won't give up hope and pours all her efforts
and prayers into bringing her son back, as
she asks God for a miracle. (copied

barnesandoble.com)
With the lightening speed of technological
advances, most books can be accessed via
streaming services, but if you still have a
CD player, the library has recently added
the audio book version of a Jan Karon novel, also available in hardcopy.

Somewhere Safe with Somebody Good
(Audio Book) by Jan Karon
Somewhere Safe
with Somebody
Good, is book ten
of the fictional series about the residents of Mitford,
North Carolina,
featuring the
town's Episcopal
priest, Father Timothy Kavanaugh.
John McDonough,
who narrated most
of Karon’s earlier
books, returns to
deliver this audiobook. McDonough's gentle,
patient tone richly portrays the peaceful soul
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Vienna Prelude
by Bodie Thoene and Brock Thoene
Historical fiction is a great way to better
understand the past, but only if you trust
the research of the author. Writing team
Bodie Thoene and husband, Brock Thoene, have created The Zion Covenant and
The Zion Chronicles series which are recognized by the American Library Association, as well as Zionist libraries around the
world, as classic historical novels and are
used to teach history in college classrooms. Both series are available in the
PBC Library.
Opening in 1936, the Zion Covenant series tells the courageous and compelling
stories of those who risk everything to
stand against the growing tide of Nazi terrorism that is sweeping through central
Europe under the dangerous and deceitful
guise of Hitler's Third Reich. A new study
guide is included in each book.
Vienna Prelude is Book 1 of the series. In
1936 Nazi darkness descends upon Europe. Every person is only one step away
from being swept into the nightmarish tide
of evil. Blond Elisa Lindheim, a violinist
with the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra,
adopts an Aryan stage name for protection. But her closest friend, Leah, a talented Jewish cellist, is in a perilous position.
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There are those who choose to fight Hitler's madness. Elisa's father Theo. A courageous American reporter, John Murphy.
Winston Churchill, the British statesman. A
farm family in the Tyrolean Alps. The Jewish Underground. But will all their efforts
be enough to stop the coming Holocaust?
And now Elisa must decide. If she becomes part of the Underground, she will
risk everything... and puts everyone she
loves in danger. (adapted amazon.com)

