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Volume 60, Issue 8 

August 2016 THE PASTOR’S DESK 
The Spiritual Disciplines:  Prayer 
Back in April we started a series on the Spiritual 

Disciplines for The Spiral.  We’ve already talked 

about solitude and simplicity.  This month we 

come to the discipline of prayer. 

The Purpose of Prayer — Prayer is connecting 

with God in order to transfer our will into His will.  

It is collaborating with God to accomplish His 

goals.  “Real prayer is life creating and life-

changing” (Richard Foster). 

To pray is to change.  Prayer is the thing God most 

often uses to transform us.  If we are not willing to change, then we will not be 

willing to pray.  If willing to pray we begin to 

think godly thoughts, we begin to will His 

will, we desire His desires, we love what He 

loves. 

Because prayer is one of the most powerful of the spiritual disciplines, we should 

not be surprised that it is among the most misunderstood as well.  Christian prayer 

is very different than prayer in other religions.  In Matthew 6:5-8, Jesus told us 

what to avoid when we pray.  He says that prayer is not for show.  Those who 

pray for show have already received their reward.  Recognition from people is 

their reward instead of God’s activity, presence and power. 

The real issue behind the show is pride and 

manipulation.  It is trying to convince God and others 

that we are super religious and that we deserve to get 

what we ask for.  But God can’t be coerced.  People still 

try to do it today in different ways.  For example: Name 

it and claim it theology.  But you can name it and claim 

it until your face turns blue and you can sow the seeds of 

faith until your bank account is busted, but God will not 

be manipulated. 

Jesus opened the way for us to have direct access to the 

throne of heaven - a privilege even the Old Testament heroes did not have.  So, to 

reduce prayer to some manipulative and/or showy thing is a sin. 

Jesus also said that prayer is not a long, painful marathon of monotonous misery 

entered into for hours in order to get all we wish for.  He condemned meaningless 

repetition.  Real prayer is not trying to motivate or impress God to get our will 

and our ways.  It is seeking God for His will and getting 

connected to His ways. 

Prayer is a persons’ personal conversation with 

Almighty God that includes expressing our hearts and 

listening to His.  The benefits and goal of prayer is 

gaining God’s perspective.  It’s gaining what Paul 

called, “the mind of Christ” (1st Corinthians 2:16).  And 

one of the greatest things about prayer is that we can do 

it anytime, anywhere.  A connectedness to Christ 

anytime, anywhere, any day, any circumstances. 
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The Priority of Prayer — Prayer  is not a natural 

response.  It is a spiritual response.  So, if it is not a 

discipline that we practice it will become a last resort 

instead of a first response.  In fact, that is one test of our 

authenticity, is prayer a last resort for you or a first 

response? 

In 1 Timothy chapter 2, Paul writes to the young pastor in Ephesus to help 

him, instruct him, mentor him.  In chapter 2 Paul shares with Timothy some 

of the fundamentals of faith and ministry.  Guess what he starts with?  Prayer.  (Vs. 1) “First of 

all I urge you that requests, prayers, intercessions and thanksgiving be made for everyone.”  

“First of all…”.  Paul says make prayer a priority.  First of all, I urge you, I plead with you, 

prayer first.  First, before you start the day / first, before you leave the house /  first, before you 

respond to that situation / first, before you react to that person / first, as soon as we hear the 

news / first, before we start making a plan / first, before all else - pray, pray, pray. 

The early church knew the importance of prayer first.  Acts 2:42 shows 

us that they were continually devoting themselves to four essentials: the 

apostles teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread together and prayer.  

These were and are the four key corners to a church’s foundation.  Leave 

any of them out and you have a Bible study or a prayer group or a social 

gathering and they are each good, but leave any of the four out and you 

won’t have a church. 

The church in Jerusalem was established in and sustained by prayer.  

The same is true of any obedient church today.  Acts tells us that as 

those early Christians began to get persecuted for their faith that they “raised their voices to God 

in prayer.”  Their first response to persecution was not 

panic but prayer.  It wasn’t to make a plan, but pray.  They 

stopped everything else - no planning, no pouting, no 

scheming, no sighing — they prayed. 

Ben Patterson said, “That’s what prayer does...it’s radical, 

it goes down deep beneath the surface to uproot evil and 

upset the status quo.”  So when our day is going as 

planned, interrupt it with prayer.  When your day begins to 

blow up in a crisis, interrupt it with prayer.  When the morning greets you with good news, stop 

and pray.  When in an evening where it is hard to eke out any joy, stop and pray.  Pull away and 

ask God for His perspective.  Sneak away and seek God’s strength.  When your attitude starts to 

drop, drop to your knees and pray. 

For the authentic Christian, for those who experience a consistent outpouring of God’s presence 

and power, prayer is not on the periphery it is a priority.  And the more it becomes a habit, the 

better we get at it.  Prayer is like so many things in life, we start as a novice.  But if we stay at it 

long enough we see greater results.  Summer beach joggers who run a few times a year, do not 

enter marathons.  Marathon training takes 

dedication and preparation.  It is the same with 

prayer.  We should expect that if we make prayer 

habit, a year from now we can pray with greater 

authority and spiritual success.  If we start and 

stay with it, we will be able to pray expecting our 

prayers to make an objective difference. 

In Christ, 

Tripp 

PRAYER 
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Calendar 
 

   August 7  Judgement House Auditions - 6:00 p.m. 

   August 21  Northwood Prayer walk - 6:00 p.m. 

   August 14, 21 Judgement House practice - 6:00 p.m. 

   Sept 24  Carowinds Christian Youth - 7:00 p.m. 

“This is the message which we have heard from Him and 
declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no 
darkness at all.  If we say that we have fellowship with 
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 
the truth.  But if we walk in the light as He is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.” 

1 John 1:5-10 (NKJV) 
As we plan for the fall 
I ask that you keep in 
prayer Pittsboro 
Baptist Church in 
regards to Judgement 
House.  Last year our 
church participated in 
a Halloween 
alternative event 
called Judgement 
House in which 1,735 people attended.  Of that 
1,735 we saw 143 first time professions of faith 
and 100’s of people rededicated their lives.  Also 
during this production we were blessed with a 
renewed passion for the lost and a desire for 
fellowship with the body of Christ.  This year we 
are again praying for God’s blessing and we 
expect even greater results. 

This event will 
take a total 
sacrifice from 
the whole 
congregation, 
but as you can 
see from the 
statistics, the 
gain is 

tremendous.  We will be doing back to back 

weekends again 
so...Please, 
please, please 
participate in 
this event.  We 
need full church 
support in order 
to put on a 
quality 
performance 
and to reach our 
community.  
This year the theme will be human trafficking! 

Come join us for Christian youth day at 
Carowinds on September 24.  Enjoy music from 
artists like Toby Mac, Lauren Daigle and Hollyn.  
The price for Carowinds and the concerts is a 
low, low fee of $50.00  Deposits of $10.00 are 
due by August 21.  

In Christ, 
Jon Pister 
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Life Group News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fun and fellowship was had by all who attended the church 
conference on Wednesday, July 13.  After church business was 
taken care of we had an ice cream social sponsored by the Life 

Groups.  As you can see in the 
photographs, “Life gets Messy” and we 
need to support one another.  One of the 
ways we do this at PBC is by joining a Life 
Group.  There is information at the back of 
the sanctuary and at our website on when 
and where groups are currently meeting.  
Or you can contact Paul & Julie LoRusso 
at: 

Paul: paul@jilcpa.com or 2522922001 
Julie: Julie@jilcpa.com or 3362027321 



12   Kuper Batcheller 

13  Patsy Crutchfield 

       Greg & Cindy Springle ♥ 

14   Robert Johnson 

16   Ken Haynes 

18   Doug Clark 

 Callan Ridge 

19   Lula Bryant 

22   Larry Gillam 

       Kenna Martin III 

25   Ryan Ridge 

       Katie Stokes 

       Hannah Brown 

       Jeremy Smith 

26   Joyce Dahmer 

27  Spencer Braswell 

 Andrew Parker 

28   Debra Magee 

31 Ken Holland 
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1   Trudy Sturdivant 

       Ann Thomas 

       Carole Sanders 

       Mark Hubbard 

       Wes & Janie Smith ♥ 

2   Jonah Minges 

       Maria Powers 

       Don & Sherry Dodson ♥ 

3   Janet Crutchfield 

       Donna Whitt Minges 

       Jennifer Davis 

       Martha Brigman 

       Devin Ridge 

       Dwight & Marilyn Tyndall ♥ 

5   Robyn Rhyne 

6  Eric & Barbara Runyan ♥ 

7  Jeff & Debra Magee ♥ 

8  Jo Lynn Perry 

9  Erica Melton 

11   Judy Beaver 

       Wade Minges 
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      USHERS 

Frank Jurius, Aaron Kivette, 

Chad Lambert, Bob Lawler 

 

 

 

GREETERS 

Jimmy and Susie Griffin, 

Geraldine Howard 

 

 

 

  SUNDAY NURSERY  

Aug 7  Jennifer Davis, Nickie Runyan, Tara Smith, Jeremy Smith 

Aug 14  Ron and Jen Gunter, Andrew and Amy Dibb 

Aug 21  Brenda Lipofski, Carolyn Johnson, Todd and Jenice Walton 

Aug 28  Munro and Beth Parker, Karl Shaffer, Rebecca Ridge 

 

 

 

SUNDAY CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

  Bible Story Teller  Small Group Leaders 

Aug 7  Jo Lynn Perry   Chad and Jill Lambert 

Aug 14  Barb Daniel   Kelly Fowler, Jen Gunter 

Aug 21  Carole Sanders  Bert and Jaime Magee 

Aug 28  Frank Jurius   Darren and Marie Powers 
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   A Point in Time -  
     Historical Tidbits about PBC 

 
On August 28, 2005, a service was 
held to charter and constitute the 
Hispanic Mission as a church, Iglesia 
Bautista Misionera Roca Fuerte, 
t rans lated “Rock of Strength 
Missionary Baptist Hispanic Church,” 

which had been organized in 1990 as a mission of PBC. 

The August SIS meeting will be a Truth be Told 
Painting Party.  Check out the website for more details: 

www.TruthBeToldArt.com 
 
WHAT:  YOU’RE INVITED to join the 
excitement of “self-proclaimed non-
artists” creating beautiful masterpieces with God’s 
Truth on each one! 
 
WHEN:  Friday, August 5th at 6:30 p.m. 
 

  WHERE:  PBC Fellowship Hall 
Come hear an inspiring testimony, paint with a trained 
instructor step-by-step, and have a great time with 

friends old and new!  You won’t believe 
what you can create with just a little 
assistance! 
Each person that comes is “paying it 
forward” to minister to women and 
children.  You’ll have a blast and make a 
difference, and create a lasting keepsake! 
Here’s how it works: 

Just show up!  You don’t need to bring a thing. 
You must reserve your spot. 

Cash will not be collected a the party. 
Hope you can come for some fun, fellowship and a little food. 



Check It Out 
News from the Pearle Johnson Memorial Library 

Sunday Library Schedule 
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

A great time to leisurely look at our books 
 

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Didn’t get up in time for Sunday School but too early for 

the worship service?  Stop by the library. 

Over 40 kids signed 
up for the 
Submerged in 
Reading program.  A 
single child reading 
for fun makes the 

program a success, but we are thrilled with 
the record-breaking number of readers in 
2016.  There will be a celebration for 
program participants sometime in August or 
September during a portion of the Sunday 
School hour.  Parents look for an email with 
the details and make sure your children are 
there to get their certificate and enjoy a 
treat.  The program’s last day to count 
reading minutes is August 7, so remind your 
child to bring in their reading logs on the 
final day to get their “treasures.” 
It is never too hot to read. 
The summer of 
2016 has been 
hot and humid, 
too hot to do 
anything but read 
in a cool corner 
near the air 
conditioning vent.  
Celebrate the last 
days of heat and 
high humidity by reading a novel from your 
Pittsboro Baptist Church Library.  Here are 
some that you might enjoy. 

Waiting for 
Summer’s 
Return 
by Kim Sawyer 
All alone on the 
Kansas prairie, 
Summer 
Steadman has 
few options.  
With her 
husband and 
children lost to 
illness, she has 
no desire to 
continue on 
farther west to 
where she and her husband planned to build 
their future.  Instead, she seeks 
employment in a small Mennonite 
community in order to be near the graves of 
her family.  Widower Peter Ollenburger 
needs someone to teach his young son.  
When he hears of a “learned woman” in 
town, he believes she is the answer to his 
prayers.  He soon discovers, however, that 
helping this outsider may have troublesome 
consequences.  There is little this father will 
not do for his son, but as the boy begins to 
look at Summer as more than a teacher, 
Peter must make a choice.  Does he marry 
this woman to give his son a new mother, or 
does he marry only for love?  Will Summer’s 
broken heart ever be able to love again? 
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    9-9:30a.m.   10-10:30a.m. 

 August 7  Judy Beaver  Barbara Jones 

 August 14  Cindy Springle  Sheila Holland 

 August 21  Kathy Shaffer  Kathy Shaffer 

 August 28  Susie Griffin  Sheila Holland 

August Library Schedule 

Between 
Friends 
by Debbie 
Macomber 
Jillian Lawton 
and Lesley 
Adamski.  Two 
girls from very 
different 
backgrounds.  
Jillian is the 
only child of 
wealthy 
parents, while 
Lesley’s from a 
working-class 
family.  They 

become best friends in the turbulent ‘60s, 
but their circumstances, their choices-and 
their mistakes-take them in virtually 
opposite directions.  But they always 
remain friends.  Through the years and 
across the miles, through marriage, 
children, divorce and widowhood, Jill and 
Lesley confide everything to each other-
every grief and every joy.  Because the 
quality of a friendship is the quality of a life. 

Amethyst 
by Lauraine 
Snelling 
Major 
Jeremiah 
McHenry is 
retiring from 
the army and 
returns to 
Medora to 
make a new 
life and find 
a wife.  Will 
he be able to 
convince 
feisty 
newcomer 
Amethyst O’Shaunasy that he is the kind of 
man she’s been looking for?  Jacob 
Chandler, meanwhile, is still waiting until he 
can court Opal Torvald.  Can he prove to 
Opal that she will make a fine preacher’s 
wife? 
All three overviews were adapted/copied from amazon.com. 

Serving Him, 
Kathy Shaffer 

THE SPIRAL   -  “KEEPING THE PEOPLE INFORMED”  
Page 9 



THE SPIRAL   -  “KEEPING THE PEOPLE INFORMED”  
Page 10 


