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Volume 60, Issue 11 

November 2016 THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Family, 

For much of this year in the PBC monthly 

newsletter I’ve been encouraging you in the 

practice of spiritual disciplines.  For this 

month I ask you to turn your attention toward 

Bible study.  I do not mean in your Life Group or Sunday School Class, but 

private study of God’s Word as a daily habit. 

Spiritual disciplines expert Richard Foster once wrote that, “The mind will always 

take on an order that conforms to the order of 

whatever it concentrates on.”  Every year, a few 

months before Easter, Debra gives a CD to all 

the Easter production singers and musicians.  For 

weeks I have that CD in my car and wherever I 

go these Easter program songs are playing.  In 

the course of a month or more I hear those tunes 

countless times.  For the rest of the year, 

sometimes at the strangest moments, I’ll find myself 

singing or humming one of those songs.  What 

happens is simple; as Foster says, the functioning of 

my mind takes on the order of the music.  In other 

words, I’ve concentrated on that music so much that it 

just comes out. 

That is why study of God’s Word is so important for 

the Christian.  All day, every day, our minds are bombarded by the values of the 

world.  Unless we intentionally fill ourselves with the greatness of God’s Word, 

we will digress and degenerate. 

The question arises as to how to start studying 

the Bible?  Well, there are some great guided 

Bible study materials in the PBC Library.  But 

I also want to encourage you to try some 

simple disciplined reading of God’s Word. 

For example, if you’ve never done any 

personal, private Bible study and don’t know 

where to begin, here is a good starting point: 

choose a book in the Bible (I suggest New 

Testament to begin with),  dedicate yourself to 

reading a chapter or two out of a couple different translations.  Then ask yourself 

two questions - (1) What is God saying? (2) What am I going to do about it? 

This is a simple “starting point” method to get you going in Bible study.  If you 

commit to this you will soon find yourself 

asking questions and seeking to “go deeper.”  

When that time arrives I will be thrilled to 

guide you toward some resources that will 

help.  Let me know how you are growing. 

In Christ, 

Tripp 
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A Point in Time -  
 Historical Tidbits 
   about PBC 
 
Though Pittsboro Baptist Church 
was formed in 1847, there are 
no records of the pastors who 

served during the first thirty years.  Reverend Elias Dodson 
became pastor in 1878. 
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RePurpose –Coastal 
Women’s Retreat 2017 

Join us for our women's retreat, February 24-26, 

2017! 

We may feel we serve many different purposes, 

fulfilling the rolls of mother, wife, career builder, 

etc., but if all the noise of life has caused us to 

take our eyes off our primary purpose, Jesus 

Christ, it's time for us to "repurpose" ourselves 

and align our hearts with His! 

Guest Speaker, Beth Greer returns to Caswell, 

bringing a wealth of life experiences and biblical 

teaching with her that hits home for women of 

all walks of life. Fantastic music and worship 

leaders, delicious meals, and meaningful group 

time rounds out a weekend for women, 

supported by women, to push each other toward 

a purpose-filled life for God. 

Guests for the retreat are housed on campus 

where meals are also provided on Saturday and 

Sunday, making the retreat a greater value and 

more convenient for you! 

Total cost for the retreat is $165.00 with an 

$80.00 deposit due December 1st.  For 

questions contact Amy Harmon 919.418.1785 or 

ugetscan1@aol.com 



20   Haley O’Neill 

21  Jay Beaver 

22  Susie Griffin 

       Ronnie Myers 

       Coleman Brann 

23   Kathleen Braxton 

       Gene Oldham 

       Kathy Shaffer 

24   Charlie & Rachel Brooks ♥ 

       Noah Wight 

       Wesley Smith 

25   Marilyn Tyndall 

       Jeremy & Tara Smith ♥ 

       Michael & Barbara Daniel ♥ 

27   Rudolph Howard 

28  Beth Parker 

29  Jeannie Gillam 

       Adam & Erica Melton ♥ 

30 Kaitlyn Smith 
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2   Carter Melton 

5   Teresa Martin 

       Barbara Jones 

6   Cole Dail 

7  Adrian Watson 

11   Robert & Patsy Johnson ♥ 

12  Cody Miles 

13  Luke Spach 

       Melissa Harshman 

15   Tyler & Brittney Johnson ♥ 

16  John May 

       Jessica Harrington 

       Sharon Smith 

17   Jimmy Griffin 

       Greg Essick 

       Patrick Walton 

       James Walton 

18   Charles & Betty Jean Hinton ♥ 

19  Thomas O’Connell 
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      USHERS 

Jay Beaver, Sammie Griffin, 

Frank Jurius, Chad Lambert 

  GREETERS 

  Robert and Patsy Johnson, 

  Geraldine Howard 

    SUNDAY NURSERY  

 Nov 6  Roderick and Katherine Parker, Karl Shaffer, Rebecca Ridge 

 Nov 13  Amy Harmon, Karlie Wiggins, Jennifer Cashion, Erica Melton 

 Nov 20 Brenda Lipofski, Carolyn Johnson, Christian and Ashley Batcheller 

 Nov 27 Jennifer Davis, Nickie Runyan, Andrew and Amy Dibb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  SUNDAY CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

    Bible Story Teller  Small Group Leaders 

  Nov 6  Carole Sanders  Chad and Jill Lambert 

  Nov 13  Frank Jurius   Kelly Fowler, Jen Gunter 

  Nov 20 Jo Lynn Perry   Jaime and Bert Magee 

  Nov 27 Barb Daniel   Jenice Walton, Melissa O’Neill 
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Sammie and I 
would like to 
thank our 
church family 
for being so 
kind to us.  All 
of your prayers, 
cards, 

telephone calls, visits and food were so appreciated.  
Thank you from our hearts. 

Love in Christ, 
Sammie and Dottie Griffin 



Check It Out 
News from the Pearle Johnson Memorial Library 

Sunday Library Schedule 
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

A great time to leisurely look at our books 
 

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Didn’t get up in time for Sunday School but too early for 

the worship service?  Stop by the library. 

 
Why Books? 
If asked, what pops into your mind when 
you hear the word, book?  Some may say 
school.  Some may say learn.  Others may 
say drudgery, recalling the college English 
Literature class syllabus listing eight books 
to be read 
during the 
semester and 
the 
accompanying 
required eight 
ten page papers.  
Some may say 
fun.  Some may 
say escape.  
Some may say library. 
The books in the PBC Library offer all of that 
except for the drudgery, because our books 
are not required reading with papers to 
write.  In looking at the titles “reviewed” this 
month, one may think they should be 
required reading.  These three Christian 
authors offer perspectives on their own 
spiritual revelations which may open your 
eyes to possibilities that have yet to be 
revealed to you.  If you are serious about 
your spiritual journey, these books may offer 
some guidance. 
Life with God - Reading the Bible for 
Spiritual Transformation 
by Richard Foster 
Too often, our study of the Bible focuses on 
searching for specific information or some 
formula that will solve our pressing needs of 
the moment.  But what if we approached 

the Bible 
differently, 
and instead of 
transforming 
the text to 
meet our 
needs, 
allowed it to 
transform us?  
That’s exactly 
the idea 
behind Life 
with God, 
Richard J. 
Foster’s much-
anticipated 
book on the 
Bible.  Foster claims that God has 
superintended the writing of Scripture so 
that it serves as the most reliable guide for 
Christian spiritual formation.  According to 
Foster, the Bible is all about human life 
“with God.”  As we read Scripture, we 
should consider how exactly God is with us 
in each story and allow ourselves to be 
spiritually transformed.  By opening our 
whole selves-mind, body, spirit, thoughts, 
behavior, and will-to the page before us, we 
begin to grasp all the Bible has to teach 
about prayer, obedience, compassion, 
virtue, and grace and apply it to our 
everyday lives to achieve a deeper 
relationship with God.  With a wealth of 
examples and simple yet crucial insights, 
Life with God is an indispensable guide to 
approaching the Bible through the lens of 
Christian spiritual formation, revealing that 

reading the Bible for 
interior transformation is 
a far different endeavor 
than reading the Bible 
for historical knowledge, 
literary appreciation, or 
religious instruction. 
(copied christianbook.com) 
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When God 
Prayed 
by Don 
Wilton 
When God 
Prayed is based 
on a popular 
seminar that 
pastor and 
longtime Billy 
Graham 
associate Don 
Wilton first 
gave at 
Graham’s 
training center, 
The Cove.  It 

looks with intense depth at the words of 
Jesus in John 17 when he prayed for 
himself, his disciples, and for all believers 
when he knew that death on the cross was 
near.  The longest prayer spoken by Jesus 
in the Gospels reveals so much about God’s 
heart for his people, the utter sacrifice and 
tension of the crucifixion, and the ways in 
which God continues his work in us today.  
Wilton writes, “I would pray that this book 
would simply stir your soul and move your 
heart to a fresh realization of the wonderful 
work of our Lord and Savior as he came in 
obedience to the Father unto death.  I pray 
you will discover just how much we have 
not discovered and just how far reaching 
the mind of Christ really is.  I pray we will 
all be driven to our knees in gratitude to 
God.”  (copied from christianbook.com) 
Out of the Question into the Mystery: 
Getting Lost in the GodLife 
Relationship 
by Leonard Sweet 
God made us for relationship.  For up-close 
engagement.  For the give-and-take that 
unfolds when two beings interact on a 
deeper level.  God wants to be known, not 
just known about.  Jesus invites you to 

follow him, not 
simply study him.  
God reaches out 
to you, tirelessly 
pursuing you-not 
because God is 
fact or doctrine or 
proposition, but 
because God is 
Love.  And when 
you discover the 
authentic life of 
trusting God and 
living in love-the 
GodLife relationship, as Leonard Sweet calls 
it-your priorities will shift from trying to nail 
down just the right doctrine to following the 
living Jesus every moment of every day.  
God’s chief desire is to enjoy an honest, 
open-access relationship with you.  In this 
fresh and provocative book, you will be 
introduced to the mystery and adventure of 
this GodLife.  (adapted from amazon.com) 

Serving Him, 
Kathy Shaffer 
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