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May 2017 THE PASTOR’S DESK 
Dear Family, 

You know all to well that hardship and trouble is a reality 

in this life.  So, the question is not will the believer face 

difficult days or even “Why does the believer face 

hardships?”  No.  The real question is, “How will I 

respond to them?”  Will I get bitter, frustrated and angry 

or will I trust in the Lord’s protection? 

You see, the Lord’s protection doesn’t mean protecting us 

from hardship; it is His protection in the difficulties.  

W. Glyn Evans explains it well: 

As a disciple I must understand how the principle 

of protection works.  Protection, to the natural 

man, is anything that works-guns, bribes, or 

whatever.  To the spiritual man, protection is a Person. 

The great illustration of divine protection is the 

Passover.  “When I see the blood I will pass 

[hover] over you” (Exodus 12:13).  God did 

not skip over the house with blood; He covered 

it with Himself.  The same idea occurs in 

Isaiah 31:5 (ASV), “As birds hovering, so will 

Jehovah of hosts protect Jerusalem.”  In the 

day when the Assyrians threatened Jerusalem, God put Himself between 

His people and their enemies.  When any of God’s people are so 

threatened, God Himself becomes the buffer. 

A missionary from China testified that when the Communists threatened 

to brainwash her, the Lord Himself intervened between her and her 

captors.  They seemed unable to get at her to break her down; the wall of 

God’s presence was in between.  As a bird hovers over the nest to protect 

her young, so the Lord personally hovered over His servant to protect her.  

It is literally true that nothing can harm us without passing through our 

Father. 

Since my protection is the  personal presence of God, I must be careful 

not to trust in “horses” and “chariots” (Isaiah 31:1), for in them is “woe.”  

Even to be anxious about protection is in itself a sign that I do not believe 

God.  The Bible does not say, Fear not, you have a great insurance 

policy,” but “Fear not, for I am with you” (Isaiah 41:10, TLB).  The 

bottom line of my safety is the presence of God, and His presence is so 

close that He squeezes Himself between me and my peril.  Anything less 

than Himself spells disaster!  He delivered Israel from the pursuing 

Egyptians, by coming “between” them (Exodus 14:20); and that is the 

way He delivers us. 

“He will cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you may seek 

refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and 

bulwark” (Psalm 91:4) 

W.Glyn Evans, “Daily With The King”  April 19 

reading 

In Christ, 

Tripp 
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Dear Church Family, 

 

You have been so kind 

and good to my family 

and me during the loss 

of a good father and a 

wonderful husband, 

Sammie Griffin. 

Your gifts of prayers, cards, telephone calls, visits, and food to 

my home have just overwhelmed us and we don’t know how to 

say anything except “Thank you” from our hearts. 

Love to all of you, 

In Christ, 

Dottie and family 



A Point in Time -  
 Historical Tidbits 
   about PBC 
 
The cornerstone on the northeast 
corner of the Pittsboro Baptist Church 
(PBC) sanctuary has three dates 
engraved upon it.  The year, “1817” 
was also inscribed on the cornerstone 
of the old 1847 PBC Meeting House 
with the explanation, “Baptist Church 
organized,” signifying that there was a Pittsboro Baptist Church organized during that 
year.  Unfortunately, there is no record of location, members or building. 
Sometime in either 1845 or 1846, a few Baptists banded together and resolved to 
organize and build a church.  The second date, May 20, 1847, appears to be the 
date of an official contract to construct the “Meeting House.” 
“June 1948”, the third date, is when the old Meeting House was torn down to make 
way for the building of the sanctuary we worship in today. 
This year, Pittsboro Baptist Church celebrates two birthdays.  Two hundred years ago, 
some Baptists got together in Pittsboro and enjoyed fellowship and worship.  Due to 
the limited information, our church forefathers chose to recognize May 20, 1847 as 
our official birthday.  Happy 170th birthday, Pittsboro Baptist Church! 
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Quilts for Hospice House 
For several months, the Pittsboro Baptist 
Church Prayer Quilt Ministry (PQM) has 
diligently been creating quilts to give to the 

new UNC 
Hospice 
House in 
Pittsboro.  
The quilts 
are slightly 
smaller than 
the usual 
quilts the 

group makes so they can easily be used in 
a wheel chair.  On April 5, PQM Leaders 
Donna Harmon and Patsy Johnson 
presented a dozen quilts to the hospice 
staff.  According to Donna, the hospice 
staff members were thrilled.  Donna and 
Patsy were given a tour of the facility which 
Donna described as “state of the art, out-
fitted with the latest and greatest.”  Patsy 
and Donna explained to the staff that knots 
on the quilts represent prayers for the 
recipients. 
The PBC Prayer Quilt Ministry meets 
Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. in the church 
fellowship hall.  One does not need to 

know how to sew 
to be a part of the 
ministry.  Anyone 
interested should 
just show up on a 
Wednesday 
morning or contact 
Donna Harmon 
(919.548.5186) or 
Patsy Johnson (919.614.2209)for more 
information. 
Note: the group will not be meeting on 
May 3.  Meetings will resume May 10. 

Parent/Baby 
Dedication Service 

May 14, 2017 
10:30 a.m. 

If you would like to participate in this 

special service, please call the church 

office at 919.542.2986 no later than 

Wednesday, May 10. 
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Galactic Starveyors- Discovering the Universe of Books 
 

As Pittsboro Baptist Church’s Vacation Bible School participants will 

discover the incredible mysteries of God’s creation, PBC Library’s 

Galactic Starveyors will discover that books are a portal through 

which they can encounter amazing and wonderful things.  During the 

summer school break, would your child like to travel to every country 

on the planet, to every planet in the galaxy, or to worlds unknown?   

It is quite possible to do all these things by reading a book. The PBC 

Library invites children to become Galactic Starveyors- 

Discovering the Universe of Books this summer, where they can use their imaginations, 

learn about other places, get to know people different from them or just have the pleasure of reading 

a book.  

 

Galactic Starveyors- Discovering the Universe of Books is the theme for the 2017 

PBC Library Summer Reading program, adapted from this year’s VBS theme.   Children who will be 

completing the sixth grade on down to toddlers can participate in the program which begins June 1 

and ends August 6. Participants document the minutes they read and can receive prizes for reaching 

four different goals.  Goals vary depending on the child’s grade level.  The time spent by parents ( or 

anyone) reading to children can be counted, as well, even for those fourth, fifth, and sixth graders. It 

helps with comprehending the context and word pronunciation, as young readers may speed past 

what they don’t 

understand.   

 

Studies have documented 

the benefits of reading- 

improved comprehension, 

retention, and learning. 

“Karl Alexander and Doris 

Entwisle of the Johns 

Hopkins Center for 

Summer Learning (now the National Center for Summer 

Learning) found that by the end of fifth grade, students who didn’t read during the summer lagged 

two years behind their book-reading peers and that summer learning loss accounted for most of the 

achievement gap.”  ( School Library Journal) 

 

Encourage your child to sign up and participate in Galactic 

Starveyors- Discovering the Universe of Books. Don’t let 

them lag behind.  A little persuasion from you may be the push they 

need to discover  a summer filled with reading wonderful books.  Sign-up 

in the PBC Library or at the table in the back of the church sanctuary.  



1   Paul & Julie LoRusso ♥ 

2   Carolyn Johnson 

       Brenda Lipofski 

       Mike O’Neill 

3   Lynn McCarthy 

4  Hannah Lambert 

5  Kenan Dail 

       Don Thomas 

6   Karl & Kathy Shaffer ♥ 

       Grayson Harmon 

       Connor Cashion 

7   Marie Gaster 

9   Devin & Rebecca Ridge ♥ 

10  Carl Outz 

       Jimmy Davis 

12   Paul LoRusso 

16 Sherry Goodwin 

17   Christian & Ashley Batcheller ♥ 

19   Sue Devinney 

21   Sandy Brewer 

 Don Dodson 

 Kerie May 

 Jackson Thomas 

22   Julie LoRusso 

       Wade Minges & Donna Whitt ♥ 

23   Jordan & Hannah Hancock ♥ 

24  Scotty Wilkins 

25  Karlie Wiggins 

26   Gordon Brann 

28   Carl & Laura Outz ♥ 

29  Lane Springle 

30  Jamison Davis 

       Jackson Davis 

31 Katie Holland 
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      USHERS 

Jay Beaver, Luke Fowler, Bill Griffin 

 

 

 

GREETERS 

 Robert and Patsy Johnson, 

Geraldine Howard 

 

 

 

SUNDAY NURSERY  

May 7  Roderick and Katherine Parker, Karl Shaffer, Rebecca Ridge 

May 14  Amy Harmon, Karlie Wiggins, Aaron and Kelly Kivette 

May 21  Jaime Magee, Carolyn Johnson, Christian and Ashley Batcheller 

May 28 Jennifer Davis, Melissa Harshman, Andrew and Amy Dibb 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY CHILDREN’S CHURCH  

   Bible Story Teller   Small Group Leaders 

 May 7  Carole Sanders   Kelly Fowler, Jen Gunter 

 May 14  Frank Jurius    Bert and Jaime Magee 

 May 21  Jo Lynn Perry    Jenice Walton, Erica Melton 

 May 28 Barb Daniel    Darren and Maria Powers 
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Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend. 
 

What to Expect 
GriefShare is a support group that meets 
weekly. You’ll find a warm, caring environ-
ment and will come to see your group as an 
oasis on your long journey through grief. 
There are three key parts to your Grief-
Share experience: 

 
Video seminar – Encouraging, information packed videos featuring leading grief recovery ex-
perts. 
Support group – Small group discussion about the weekly video content 
Workbook – Journaling and personal study exercises that reinforce the weekly session topics. 

 

When & Where 

GriefShare meets at Pittsboro Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, Sunday evenings, 5:45p.m. – 7:45 p.m.  
A meal will be provided. 
 

Cost 
There is a $20 fee to participate in a Grief-
Share cycle (orientation + thirteen seminars). 
 
Seminar Topics and Calendar 
Orientation (one hour)    June 4 
Is This Normal?   June 11 
Challenges of Grief  June 18 
The Journey of Grief- Part One  June 25 
The Journey of Grief- Part Two July 9 
Grief and Your Relationships July 16 
Why?    July 23 
Guilt and Anger   July 30 
Complicating Factors  August 6 
Stuck    August 13 
Lessons of Grief – Part One August 20 
Lessons of Grief – Part Two August 27 
Heaven    September 10 
What Do I Live for Now? September 17 

 
You are welcome to begin attending our GriefShare group at any point. Each 
session is “self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will 
be able to pick up any sessions you missed in our next 13- week cycle.  
 
How to Sign-up 
Telephone the Pittsboro Baptist Church office at 919.542.2986, sign up at the 
back table or contact: 
 
Rhonda Myers Julie LoRusso 
rflym@gmail.com julie@jilcpa.com 
919.542.2602   919.545.0122 (hm) 336.202.7321 (cell) 

mailto:rflym@gmail.com
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PBC Receives 10 Year Certificate from Operation Christmas Child  

 

Pittsboro Baptist Church (PBC) has been awarded a certificate from Samaritan’s Purse 

for participating as an official drop-off location for Operation Christmas Child for ten 

years.  Mindi Sullivan, Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Area Coordinator, presented 

the framed award to PBC Children’s Minister and Preschool Director Jennifer Cashion 

on March 26 during the JDs (Jesus Disciples) meeting.  

Operation Christmas Child, a ministry operated by Samaritan’s Purse, uses gift-filled 

shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love to children in need in over 100 countries around 

the world. According to Ms. Sullivan, in the last seven years, over 5000 boxes were 

delivered to the Pittsboro Baptist Church drop off location. More shoe boxes were 

dropped off in 2016 than any of the previous ten years at PBC. This year was the first 

time Mrs. Cashion served as Drop-Off Team Leader.  

Ms. Sullivan explained to the children attending the JDs meeting that once the shoe 

boxes leave Pittsboro Baptist Church, they are sent to a distribution center in Charlotte 

then are sent by planes and ships to countries all over the world. To get to children in 

remote areas, the shoe boxes can be delivered by camels, donkeys, canoes, and 

bicycles.  

A child is allowed to receive a shoe box only once, but the gift of the one shoe box has 

been demonstrated to affect up to six additional people according to Sullivan. In 2016, a 

total of 11,485, 662 shoe boxes were collected by Samaritan’s Purse.  

Mindi Sullivan (left), Operation Christmas Child 

Area Coordinator, presents certificate  to Jennifer 

Cashion, Pittsboro Baptist Church Children’s 

Minister.   

Mindi Sullivan describes the journey of 

Operation Christmas Child shoe boxes to 

children attending JDs at Pittsboro 

Baptist Church.  



Check It Out 
News from the Pearle Johnson Memorial Library 

Sunday Library Schedule 
9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

A great time to leisurely look at our books 
 

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
Didn’t get up in time for Sunday School but too early for 

the worship service?  Stop by the library. 

 
With Mother’s Day celebrated in May, 
women are the theme for this month’s 
books.  Take some time and check one out 
next Sunday. 

Becoming a 
Woman Who 
Listens to God 
by Sharon 
Janyes 
Women are 
busy.  Whether 
their energy is 
expended at 
home or at the 
office, women 
find themselves 
overwhelmed 
with the to-do 
lists in their life, 
and they long 
for time away 

from it all so they can really hear God’s still 
small voice.  “But when I pored over the 
pages of Scripture,” says author Sharon 
Jaynes, “I discovered that some of God’s 
most memorable messages were not 
delivered while men and women were away 
on a spiritual retreat, but right in the middle 
of everyday life.  He spoke to Gideon while 
he was threshing wheat and to shepherds 
while they were watching their flocks by 
night.  “Using biblical wisdom and practical 
insights form her own life, Sharon invites 
readers to explore answers to the heart cry, 
“How can I hear the voice of God?” (copied from 

amazon.com) 

A Woman’s Path to Emotional 
Freedom: God’s Promise to Hope and 
Healing 
by Julie Clinton 
Let go of 
painful 
experiences 
and emotions 
that rob your 
joy and learn 
how to channel 
your feelings 
toward a 
fulfilled and 
Christlike life.  
In A Women’s 
Path to 
Emotional 
Freedom, Julie 
Clinton, 
president of 
Extraordinary 
Women, shares stories from women of the 
Bible and real-life present day tales to help 
Christian women find healing for damaged 
emotions.  She also provides an in-depth 
Bible study where readers can find grace 
and forgiveness. (copied from christianbooks.com) 
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    9-9:30a.m.   10-10:30a.m. 

 May 7  Judy Beaver  Barbara Jones 

 May 14  Cindy Springle  Roderick Parker 

 May 21  Kathy Shaffer  Kathy Shaffer 

 May 28  Judy Beaver  Barbara Jones 

May Library Schedule 

Power of a 
Positive Mom 
by Karol Ladd 
Battle the despair 
and cynicism 
assaulting our 
children with this 
powerful revision 
of a popular 
resource!  Discover 
the power of 
positive words, 
learn how to pray 

for your kids, encourage family gratitude, 
and more.  Whether you’re a working 
mom or a stay-at-home grandmother, it 
offers practical strategies for eternally 
influencing your children’s life. (copied from 

christianbooks.com) 
Serving Him, 
Kathy Shaffer 

THE SPIRAL   -  “KEEPING THE PEOPLE INFORMED”  
Page 11 



THE SPIRAL   -  “KEEPING THE PEOPLE INFORMED”  
Page 12 


