7th & Walnut Lumberton, NC

First (Saptist Church

A Family of Faith

First Baptist News

“Truly, | say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of

these my brethren, you did it to me."—Matthew 25:40

Youth and Construction projects begin at 7:00 a.m.

All Other Projects will begin at 8:00 a.m.

Please bring a canned food item. We’'ll add these to the
Food Pantry at the Church and Community Center.
Children—please bring work gloves and a yard rake.
Firewood Project— please bring work gloves, eye
protection and chainsaws if you have them.

Boys & Girls Club Painting—1310 N. Seneca St.— In
addition to painting, there may be some needed yard
work. Work gloves and yard rake may come in handy.
(8:00 a.m. start)

Yard Work—Please bring work gloves, a yard rake and
possibly a leaf-blower if you own one.

NC Baptist Men—114 Industrial Road, Red Springs—
Work gloves and hammers needed.

Habitat for Humanity—123 Hickory Street, Bladenboro—
Bring work gloves, hammers, eye protection (goggles),
shovels, yard and garden rakes.

Handicap Ramps—Needed equipment: power tools,
posthole diggers, hammers, work gloves, and eye
protection.
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E.C.M. Honors Sharon Cain

Sharon Cain will celebrate 15 years as gn
employee of the Early Childhood Ministry on
November 10th. We appreciate her strong
leadership role and dedication each day.

Sharon has been very efficient in her role

an administrative assistant. Whether it ig
filling out extra paperwork or checking on

children who are upset when their paren
leave, the parents are so appreciative of

help. Many times she is asked to do other
jobs, like unload vans or comfort sick chilt
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dren in the office, and she manages to handle

all the parents and teachers needs so well

She

will be presented a monetary service award.

Congratulations Sharon for a great job!
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When | realized it was my week for an article, | was in my
car headed to work yesterday. They were discussing
elections on the radio and | immediately knew that
“election” would be a great topic, but | had no idea where
to go with it. Do | compare “real” elections to what has
occurred in some countries? Should | discuss biblical
election versus biblical freedom in terms of predestination
and freewill?

| decided against the above options in part because of a
lack of desire to possibly be dragged into a debate about foreign policy or
even worse, a debate about Calvinism. So | ended up thinking much more
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locally. What makes us a Baptist congregation? We just elected dea-
cons (the original Greek could be translated as “servants”) to serve the
congregation. We hire staff that believes in servant leadership. When
Jesus washed the feet of the disciples, the line between who is serving
who was permanently blurred and it ends with us serving each other. The
staff and the deacons serve the congregation, which is divided into groups | "
that serve other groups, while we all serve God. )
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Itis not like that in every denomination. Baptists have historically valued
freedom in many forms (church autonomy, individual interpretations of
biblical passages and doctrine, as well as religious freedom for all). We
believe in the priesthood of the believer, which naturally leads us to adopt
congregational leadership as opposed to a top-down hierarchy.
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Bapitists are losing that distinction on many fronts. Without going too far
into denominational issues that leave us all angry or bored, let's just say
that everyone is entitled to their beliefs and systems and we can work
together with all kinds of folks to expand the kingdom of God. However, in
a month that includes Election Day, Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving we
should be thankful to be part of a congregation values freedom. It doesn’t
make us better than others in a Pharasaical way, but in a truly “grateful to

God” manner. Thanks and praise be to God. Let me just conclude by
saying, please buy some BBQ tickets!

Doug
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»@ would like to include your honorariums/memorials in tyggr's program. o
«? Please complete this form and return it to the church offidataothan oy

< Tuesday, November 17th! ~
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““' Poinsettia Fund. 154
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Please note: Though schools are
closed on Nov. 11th for Veteran’s
Day, our Children’s Choirs &
Activities will take place according
to our regular schedule.

Budget Vote—Sunday, November 8, 2009
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Memorial Gifts—October 11—November 1, 2009

The General Fund Memorial
In memory of Pete Lindsay given by:
Betty D. Britt

In memory of Betty Ussery given by:
Carolyn Kirby

Erwin & Sara Williams

Billie J. Driscoll

Dr. & Mrs. Sam Britt, Il

In memory of Thetis Quick given by:
Dr. & Mrs. Sam Britt, Il

NC Missions

Given by:

Drina Hedgpeth & Neill Thompson, 1lI

In memory of Charles Keele, Lib Owens
and Harold & Virginia Lamb

In memory of Leon W. Davis given by:
Theda Davis

In memory of Betty Ussery given by:
Sam & Elsie Britt

James & Margaret Stroud

The Ladies Fellowship Class

In memory of Esther Gore given by:
Theresa Hutaff

In memory of Billy Spivey given by:
Drina Hedgpeth & Neill Thompson, 1lI
Theresa Hutaff

The Margie Cockrell

Friend to Children Fund

In memory of Thetis Quick given by:
Eddie & Sharon Prevatte

The Billie Olive Kinlaw

Friends of Jesus Fund

In memory of Betty Ussery given by:
Debbie Studdard

The Youth Fund
In memory of J. D. Odom on his birthday
given by: Buddy Odom

The Children’s Christmas Party Fund
In memory of Betty Ussery given by:
Ruth Britt

Boy Scout Troop #33
In memory of Billy Spivey given by:
Eddie & Sharon Prevatte

The Music Memorial Fund
In memory of Betty Ussery given by:
Doris T. Johnson

CBF Global Missions
In honor of Chris Seals given by:
The Faith Sunday School Class
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“You'll notice your pews have a new + I+
feature this morning. . B
Sit down and buckle up.” !
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