Adult Education Classes
Sundays 8:00 a.m. Classes
Men’s Bible Study (Founders Room)
Women’s Bible Study (Office Conference Room)
Sundays 9:30 a.m. Class
Adult Bible Study (Office Conference Room)
Join us for bible study Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church
611 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard
Severna Park, Maryland 21146
Worship at Woods
8:00 a.m. - Communion Service
9:30 a.m. - Traditional Service
11:00 a.m. - Contemporary Service
Holy Communion is celebrated
each Sunday at the 8:00 a.m. service
and periodically
throughout the year at the
9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services.
The nursery (infants through age two)
is open during the 9:30 and
11:00 a.m. services.
Do you have questions, comments or
submissions for Woods Chips?
Email info@woodschurch.org
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Sundays 11:00 a.m. Class
Embracing an Adult Faith: What It Means to Be
Christian
January 6 - February 3 (Office Conference Room)
Author and Bible scholar Marcus Borg revisits Christianity's most fundamental questions: Who is God? What
does salvation mean? What place does Jesus hold in
contemporary Christian faith? In this five-session, faith
-formation resource, participants enjoy the privilege of
witnessing Marcus in dialogue with a small, diverse
group of adults as they honestly -- and sometimes
painfully -- confront the big questions and work
together toward authentic answers. Each session
includes a video presentation followed by group
discussion. The study addresses fundamental
questions that adults struggle with as faith matures.
Come to any session. Facilitated by Adult Education.
Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. Class
Women’s Bible Study, Heart-to-Heart Room 208
1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 9:30.
This fall we will be studying the book of Proverbs. The
book of Proverbs aims to help us live lives that bless
others and honor God. It celebrates those who live
toward wisdom and are willing to learn from life. For
more information contact:
Kathy Lohff, kathylohff@msn.com or
Lindsey Hemelstrand, lindseygrunwald@gmail.com.
Signup for this class at http://bit.ly/WoodsHeart.
Wednesdays, 12:00 p.m. Class
Pastor’s Bible Study
Join Dr. Susan DeWyngaert and The Rev. Marie Sheldon
as we consider each of the scripture readings in
advance of the Sunday when it will be presented in
worship, thus giving us a new understanding of
scripture, and enhancing our worship experience.
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Missions Opportunities
Upcoming Missions Opportunities


*Saturday, February 2, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.: youth Habitat Picnic Table Build. Woods Youth are building
picnic tables for Habitat for Humanity of the Chesapeake that they will give to local Habitat families. This is
open to all youth and their families although focused on middle school youth with leadership from the high
school youth. There are two shifts, 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 - 3:00 p.m. with lunch between the two
shifts. Come for one or both (all are encouraged to come for both). No skill level is required. Contact Scott
Wiley if you have questions at wilecoy2us@gmail.com or 410.353.1491.



*Wednesday, February 6, 7:15 p.m.: Missions Ministry meeting. Devotion starts at 7:15 p.m. in the
sanctuary and the meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. in Founder’s.



Thursday, February 7, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.: Harundale Free Lunch. Volunteer to help feed the
hungry. Sign up at woodschurch.org/missions or contact Cynamon Butler at cbutler@woodschurch.org.



Monday, February 18, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.: Harundale Free Lunch. Volunteer to help feed the
hungry. Sign up at woodschurch.org/missions or contact Cynamon Butler at cbutler@wooschurch.org
for details.



Thursday, February 21, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.: ACT (Anne Arundel Connecting Together) Steering Committee
meeting at St Phillip’s Episcopal Church, 730 Bestgate Rd, Annapolis, MD. If interested, contact Linda
Eggbeer at lindaeggbeer@gmail.com.



Saturday, February 23: Harundale Free Lunch. If interested in volunteering, sign up at woodschurch.org/
missions or contact Jill Williamson at williamson.jill@gmail.com for details.



Thursday, March 7, 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.: Harundale Free Lunch. Volunteer to help feed the hungry. Sign
up at woodschurch.org/missions or contact Cynamon Butler at cbutler@woodschurch.org.

*At Woods Memorial Presbyterian Church

Presentation on Woods Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Sunday, February 10, 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in Founders Room
Last October and early November, 23 members from Woods
Church traveled to Israel, Palestine, and Jordan to visit the
sites where our Lord Jesus conducted his ministry and died
on the cross and to visit with our Palestinian Christian
brothers and sisters both within Israel and the occupied
West Bank. Our pilgrimage group would like to give an
hour-long presentation on this pilgrimage, complete with
slides on the holy sites and discussion of the plight of our
Palestinian brothers and sisters. Our presentation will be
given on Sunday, February 10, in Founders Room at the
following times: 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. We welcome and
encourage all interested parties to attend this important
meeting.
www.woodschurch.org
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Crossing Boundaries Three-Week Series
February 12, 19, and 26, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Our mission partner The Center located at 210 W. Madison St Baltimore is offering a three-week series
called Crossing Boundaries which explores the theology of mission, reading scripture, deepening our
understanding of the history of our neighborhoods, and dreaming about the ways God is calling us to
grow our relationships with the communities around us. The series is free and open to members and
friends. http://bit.ly/CrossingBoundariesTheCenter

Trip to Guatemala

Trip to Cuba

April 29 – May 5, 2019

May 29 – June 5

Sher Atkinson will be one of the co-leaders this
spring so join her and others from the Baltimore
Presbytery to visit Guatemala and witness firsthand
the wonderful work being done through our mission
partner CEDEPCA. The cost is approximately $1500
and includes airfare, room and board, as well as incountry transportation. If you are interested, contact
Sher Atkinson at sheratkinson@earthlink.net.

Come visit our sister church in Sancti Spiritus,
Cuba. We will be taking part in worship, home
visits, and any other task with which we can help.
Total cost of the trip: $1,200. Registration and
deposits due in February. Contact Marty Clayton,
mclayton@atlanticbb.net, if you are interested.

Trip to Malawi, Africa
Early July 2019
Interested in visiting our mission partner
Ministry of Hope in Malawi? Contact Karen
Bennett at karenmushbennett@gmail.com for
more details.

February 2019
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Disaster Assistance to Fayetteville, North Carolina
March 31 – April 6, 2019
Hurricane Matthew hit the Carolinas in October 2016 with 80 mph winds and then Florence came in 2018 , the
wettest Tropical storm ever to hit the Carolinas! Those waters flooded rivers and waterways throughout inland
North Carolina, displacing thousands of residents. Our own Holly Albrecht is from that area of North Carolina
and she still has relatives and friends there.
This year the Woods Church Disaster Assistance effort is set to drive to Fayetteville NC, on Sunday, March 31
and work April 1-5, 2019, returning the morning of Saturday, April 6. Our accommodations will be at the Highland Presbyterian Church in Fayetteville. We have the ability to use workers for the full week as well as those
who can only work a part of the week. Our target number is 16 volunteers, no experience necessary! Please
join us!
If you are interested, please contact Dick Moore, irpmoore@verizon.net or phone 410.490.7607.

From Sunrise
by Jeanne Fogle

All of us at Sunrise and in the Woods congregation are saddened by the death of Jean
Parker. She was a devoted member of Woods Church for nearly fifty years. Jean was an
elder, president of the Women’s Association, Sunday school teacher, volunteer for the
annual Christmas bazaar and many other happenings. Three special memories come to
my mind when reflecting on her life. When I was writing children’s books on the faith, I
would regularly check with Jean on the meaning of a bible passage and how to present it
so children could more easily understand it. Jean was truly one of the most biblically literate members of our church. Another memory happened when she and I were passing
through security in Amman, Jordan. The security people took all of Jean’s maps and my
books and guides for our Israeli portion of our trip and threw them angrily into a
garbage box. I was angry but Jean just quietly said “That’s all right. I will remember it all.”
But her greatest legacy to me was her love of Woods Church. Never in all our conversations did she speak negatively about our church’s policies, its leadership or it’s direction.
She loved Woods Church that much. Her response was always the same. We need to pray for our church, read
the Bible and God will lead us. May God give me the faith and courage to follow her example.
www.woodschurch.org
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Families With Children

Elementary Aged Kids – We Need Your Help
Join us for 9:30 a.m. Sunday school on February 3 as we make lunches for our Winter Relief guests. Our guests
leave the church shelter during the day, most of them going to their jobs. We will provide a bagged lunch for
them. Lots of hands are needed as we make sandwiches and pack lunch bags. Don’t miss this opportunity on
Souper Bowl Sunday!

February 2019
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Eggs, Chicks and Incubators
The Families with Children ministry is eggs-tra excited about our new Mission project. We will be raising
money to purchase flocks of chicks for families in South Africa, Cambodia and Peru through Heifer International.
A starter flock of chicks (10-50 chicks) costs $20. Families receiving the chicks are trained to raise them for
providing eggs for nourishment, income from the sale of eggs and offspring, fertilizer for crops and to pass the
gift onto another family. Chickens require little space and can survive on scraps so families do not have to
spend much money to farm them. A good hen can lay up to 200 eggs a year so your gift will provide a steady
source of food and income to Heifer families.
The children’s Sunday School will be collecting coins to purchase chicks. But that is not all….we will also be
hatching eggs in an incubator and the chicks that we hatch will go to our mission partner Langton Green
Community Farm in Millersville. Langton Green Farm provides vocational opportunities to individuals with
intellectual disabilities through agriculture programs. Our chicks will have a loving home!
Start getting egg-cited! It is CHICKEN MISSION time! Signups for checking the incubator and helping with the
chicks are coming soon.

Many Thanks
Thank you to all who have supported our Caring for Kids in the Carolinas supply drive. The gifts of clothes,
school supplies and toiletry items have been distributed to children at Carver Middle School in Laurel Hill, NC.
Thank you for reaching out to our neighbors in need.

www.woodschurch.org
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Youth and Their Families Ministry

February 2019
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One Love Event
Parents and teens are invited to attend this powerful event sponsored by Woods Church and One Love on
Sunday evening, February 24, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. The evening will consist of a 40-minute screening of the
film, Escalation, which depicts a college relationship from its euphoric beginnings to its tragic ending. After the
movie, there will be separate discussion groups for parents and teens. All discussion groups for young
people will be led by Naval Academy midshipmen who have gone through the One Love facilitator training.
One in three females and one in four males will suffer abuse at the hands of a loved one, during their lifetime.
This statistic is staggering! At a local level, we NEED to raise awareness about the warning signs of abuse and
empower Anne Arundel County to work to change the statistics around relationship violence.

www.woodschurch.org
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Music Ministry
Seven Last Words
Friday, April 19, 2019 at 7:30 p.m.
MICHAEL JOHN TROTTA

Seven Last Words

Septem Ultima Verba

On Good Friday the adult choir with a chamber orchestra will present Michael John Trotta’s Seven
Last Words. A seven movement choral journey through the Passion, it delivers a powerful and
captivating story encompassing a breathtaking palette of emotion, from intimate tenderness to
majestic triumph.

February 2019
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SPIRITUALITY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
“Finding Peace and Joy in a Crazy World”
Woods Presbyterian Church Seminar 2019
Our own sharings and the book The Road to Character by David Brooks will guide us. This is a book about
morality and inner life. It ties the larger moral issues of the day to the problems people face in the real world.
The book is not just a philosophical or sociological ramble, but also an act of service.
To discover “character,” one must find “humility.” Humility is the awareness that there is a lot you don’t know
and that a lot of what you think you know is distorted or wrong. Brook’s humility code includes such thoughts
as:






The long road to character is to understand that we are flawed creatures. Although flawed, we are
also splendidly endowed.
Pride is a central vice. Pride blinds us to our own weaknesses and misleads us into thinking we are
better than we are.
The things we call character endure over the long term — courage, honesty and humility.
We are all ultimately saved by grace. Gratitude fills your soul and with it the desire to serve and
give back. Wisdom starts with modesty.
Maturity does not glitter. The person who successfully struggles against weakness may not become
rich and famous, but will become mature.

We will begin each meeting with a time of spiritual reflection. Following that, those who wish to discuss what
they discovered during the week from the readings will have an opportunity to share. A TED Talk or other
video will be viewed each session.
David Brooks is a columnist for the New York Times. He is author of four books about the American cultural
experience and is a weekly commentator on the PBS News Hour. In The Road to Character, Brooks says “I
wrote it, to be honest, to save my own soul,” noting that he had been too focused on “resume virtues” rather
than “eulogy virtues,” the character strengths for which we would like to be remembered.
Schedule: Mondays, March 4 through April 8
Time and Place: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the Woods Counseling & Care Center
Facilitator: Bill Hocking.
To register, contact Bill at 410.349.0329 or billhocking100@comcast.net

February 2019
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Session Highlights
At the regular January meeting of Session:


Susan reported that at the end of the year we had a large number of new candidate profiles submitted. There will be some
candidate visits soon.



St. Patrick’s Day Dinner will be March 15 with Cypress Creek Ceili Band cost $10/adult and $5/child.



Motion approved to form a task force to examine how Woods financially supports active members and non-members in
church activities, what privileges membership brings, and how these policies impact our outreach and evangelism.



Website update – Harriett Yake has been working on the new website (to be soft-launched when ready.) Marie Sheldon is
going to help write content. HR has approved up to $2,000.00 of their budget for admin help on the website.



Karen Strange described the process for updating the church-wide membership information.



Steve Haines reported that Woods has hired Cindy Snapp to serve as the administrative assistant for Youth and Their
Families Ministry.



Motion approved to engage Ministry Architects for an additional six month period to further the work already in progress
and to implement the “Option 2”, using $9500.00 from Youth and Their Families Ministry gift account.



Motion approved to allow Property Ministry to work with other ministries and other resources to conduct a feasibility study
regarding capital fundraising for infrastructure replacement and renewal, and to spend up to $20,000.00 from Endowment
Fund B to fund the study. (Bob Royer submitted needs for infrastructure replacement and renewal that came from an
energy audit, a reserve study and the RAC over the past 3 years. He provided the strategy and the advantages of timely
replacements, along with the schedule for each activity. He indicated we need $2M in the near term and $5M over 27 years.)



Bob Royer indicated that a security evaluation team has been formed, per previous session action, and that they will be
interviewing all ministries.



Motion to approve the Families with Children “Chicken Mission Project” to collect funds to purchase flocks of chickens for
Heifer International. In addition, the ministry will hatch chicks and donate them to our mission partner Langton Green
Community Farm.



Jessica Kemper, Child Development Center director, recognized Andy Borland’s efforts to hand-craft wooden trucks for ~65
children and other wooden trains for the classroom.

Coming Up In March!
Woods will be asking members and friends to update their contact information.
Watch for more details.
The Love and sympathy of the congregation *







Tupper Hyde, on the death of his step-father, John Federhart
Family and friends of Hal Richter
Sue Ward, on the death of her mother-in-law, Anne Cullin
Laura Hyde on the death of her uncle, Bob Mellow
Family and friends of Jean Parker

Congratulations for our newborns *





Jeff and Linda Norris, on the birth of their grandson, Henry Harold Norris. Parents are Robert and Kristen
Norris
Andy and Carrie Bickel, on the birth of their son, Cole Andrew Bickel
Lindsay and Quinn Haley, on the birth of their daughter Charlie Sue Haley. Grandparents are Lynne and
Mark Powell. Great grandmother is Joan Schmitz
*Information is current as of January 25, 2019

www.woodschurch.org
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