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Eileen Crusan, Deborah Delano, Maureen Murphy and Annie Hebert.

Bobbie and Steve Brich.

Dee Fox and  Annalee Hebert.

Barry and Diane Stocker.

Kathy and John Karmondy.

Fr. Joe inspects a belt with Fr. Vince.

Lou and Maria Bonaiuto.

John and Janet Tonetti with Harry Grim.

Nick D’Angelo, Dee Grano and Kathleen Cour.

Carole Mallamo, Jerry Fox and Linda Sanchez.

Gail and Joe Breen.

Rich and Sandy Hoard.

Steve and Donna Garbarino with Cris Villapando.

Geoffrey and Betsy Chapman.

Parishioners
gather to

celebrate Fr. Joe’s
9 years as 

St. Peter’s former
pastor and to
wish him well 

on his new 
assignment.



Take a Peek 
Across the Street

The Bechtler Museum of Modern
Art will open to the public Saturday,
Jan. 2, 2010. It will be an exciting,
long-awaited and delightfully busy
day. Families, civic leaders, art
lovers, the media and supporters
will visit the museum along with
many of the construction workers,
engineers and architects who made
the institution possible. We have
many to thank in the community
and that will certainly begin on
opening day. 

The Bechtler Museum of Modern
Art and the Arts & Science Council
have reserved special thanks to our
wonderful neighbors – the parish-
ioners of St. Peter’s Catholic Church
– for all of your encouragement,
patience and support during our con-
struction and implementation phase.

Please join us Sunday, January
3, 2010 as our guests to see
our extraordinary art collection
and most remarkable building.
The museum will provide coffee
and light refreshments in the sec-
ond floor classroom. Special tours
of the museum’s collection stor-
age facilities will be provided for
those who might have an interest.

St. Peter’s parishioners will be
welcomed at the Bechtler after
mass at 10 a.m. (the museum
opens at noon to the general pub-
lic). Show your St. Peter’s Bulletin
at the reception desk in the lobby
and consider the museum yours
for the day. We are very happy to
have the chance to thank you per-
sonally and look forward to seeing
all of you on Jan. 3, 2010.

Cyndee Patterson, 
Bechtler Museum of Modern Art Board

Mary Lou Babb, 
Arts & Science Council Board Chair 
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As he weaves the
Western and Eastern
concepts of truth with
stories, parables and
analogies from his vast
experience, he chal-
lenges us to experience
the Divine, and to devel-
op a living and personal
relationship with a God
whose love truly knows
no bounds. 

Among many sub-
jects, Fr. Paul speaks of
enslaving possessions,
the search for meaning,

sin, confession. He invites us to tran-
scend our own small perception of God.
Every chapter is captivating! 

It’s a must read. A book with the
beauty and practical approach of a
child’s love, yet the passion and the
wealth of a theologian.

Book Review 
by Bea Staub  
How Big Is 
Your God?
The Freedom to
Experience the Divine

By Paul Coutinho, S.J.,
2007

Whether you are 
a theologian or just
someone with a desire
to grow spiritually, 
Fr. Paul, a Jesuit and
native from India, will help you deepen
your relationship with God as he pres-
ents profound truths with a humble
and clear wisdom, unique to someone
who has bridged the simple beauty of
his Asian spirituality with his Jesuit and
Christian faith.

THOUGHTS ON BOOKS: PARISHIONER BOOK REVIEW “Outside of a dog,
a book is man’s

best friend. 
Inside of a dog

it’s too dark 
to read.” 
Groucho Marx

Thoughts on Books

If you have read
something that has
moved you spiritually,
Transparencies wel-
comes book reviews for
its quarterly newsletter.
Better than reading a
good book is the thrill
of sharing it with some-
one. Along with a brief
review, include book
title, author and year of
publication. 

“The Firebird.”
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Room In The Inn
It is estimated there are

approximately 6,500 homeless
individuals in Charlotte, many of
them women and children. As the
temperature drops, where will they
be able to find a warm, safe place
to sleep? Where will they find a
home cooked meal and compas-
sionate companionship? On
Monday nights, December through
March, it will be found at St.
Peter’s Biss Hall!

St. Peter’s has been involved
with the Room In The Inn program
of the Urban Ministry Center since
its inception in 1996. During the
winter months, we join with more
than 100 area congregations that
open their facilities one night a week
to provide shelter and food for the
homeless. Last year, 16,717 beds
were provided. St. Peter’s invites 12
guests every Monday night during
these four months. We share a
prayer, serve a meal and provide a
ministry of presence. For parish-
ioners, it is an experience which
forever changes stereotypes about
the homeless.

Volunteers are needed to help
set up, to help make dinner, pick up
our guests and share a meal. To
volunteer, please contact Tom
Crozier at TCCrozier@bellsouth.net
or call 704-366-5651.

Addressing Ethics

Dr. Carolyn Woo, Dean of the Mendoza College of Business at Notre
Dame, spoke at St. Peter’s Biss Hall October 14. The meeting was 

co-sponsored by the Notre Dame Club of Charlotte and the McColl School
of Business. Her presentation, part of the Rev. Theodore M.
Hesburgh Lecture Series, was titled “Ethics Today.”

She started her remarks by listing a number facts on cheating:

• The greatest concern on main street is ethics, alluding
to Ponzi schemes and the Enron and Madoff scandals.

• 25% of job resumes contain falsified academic
degrees.

• Cheating is widespread. Almost 75% of students
surveyed across the country by Rutgers University
Center for Academic Honesty said they cheated
regularly.

• Cross cultural studies show that knowing right from
wrong is evolutionary even in primates

Among the normal excuses for cheating:

• The end justifies the means

• Everybody does it

• No harm done to others

• No consequences when you cheat (only 2% of students
are ever caught and punished).

Dr. Woo who sits on the board of a number of corporations
offers these solutions for businesses:

• Creating a written code of ethics

• Training on cheating for management and employees

• Substantial penalties appropriate to the incidents

• Creating systems that identify cheating

• A corporate leader who articulates strong values

For schools, she advises:

• Designing a non-cheating environment

• Programs for development of individuals

• Communicating the shame of the act of cheating

• Frequent reading of scriptures, discussions of the
importance of faith and a grounding in faith.

She recommends two books, “Shame,” by Jasvinder Sanghera, and
“The Cheating Culture: Why More Americans Are Doing Wrong to
Get Ahead,” by David Callahan.

Mike Sullivan 

Roger Evans shares a meal in Biss Hall.



DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 
Robert Paquet, SJ 12-2-2003
Joseph Salem 12-5-2004
Eugene McCreesh, SJ 12-15-2001
Fred Mitchell 12-18-1999
Gloria Holmes 12-18-2000
Tom Nield 12-19-2008
Claire Cassidy 12-23-2007
Gordon Cole 12-27-2004
Robert Frese 12-28-2004
Ignatius Toner 12-28-2004
Luticia Martin 12-30-1997
Yvonne Long 12-30-2005
Terri Fister 12-31-1992

Masoud Salem 12-31-1992
Mary Liska 1-2-2000
Dr. Jennepher Hart Micalizzi 1-8-2006
Harry Ries 1-9-2005
Laura Brien 1-11-2009
Ugo Abbadessa 1-15-1998
Jan Kelly 1-16-2002
Kenneth Ross 1-16-2003
Pearl DeVeaux 1-18-1995
Robert Knight 1-20-1995
Mehretab Woldeghebriel 1-20-2005
Ned Burgess 1-21-2000
Ree Gately 1-22-2000
Ann Burgess 1-30-2000
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August 1 to November 8, 2009

NEW PARISHIONERS

Ms. Linda Adams
Ms. Aimee Aquino
Mr. Matthew Avman
Mr. Timothy Bender
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Blanchard & Grace
Mr. & Mrs. John Buczek
Ms. Cara Catalfumo
Mr. & Mrs. William Darling 

and Quinlan & Moira
Ms. Linda Dempsey
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fagan and

Margaret, Sarah & Charles
Mr. Joshua Fesel and Ms. Nicole Cohn
Ms. Sharon Findlay & Mr. Tim Farmer
Mr. Anthony Framo
Mr. Ron Geiger
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Giardino 

and Annette & Jack
Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Goldson
Mr. & Mrs. John Greene
Mr. Kevin Griffin

MARRIAGES
Kevin M. Devore and Anne Marie DeAngelis July 25, 2009

John A. Heroy and Jessica M. Renaghan August 22, 2009

Brian G. Reid and Carrie L. Gann August 29, 2009

Patrick L. Herford and Ashley M. May September 5, 2009

Timothy R. Murphy and Stephanie R. Welter September 12, 2009

Brendan M. Walsh and Kendyl M. Carney October 17, 2009

Robinson R. Hogue and Lily Lieu October 31, 2009

BAPTISMS 
Ayla Grace Alexander daughter of Glen and Shea Alexander

Wren Welsh Alexander daughter of Glen and Shea Alexander

Liam McAlister Berge son of David and Jennifer Berger

Mia Christina Bianchi daughter of William and Christina Bianchi

Samantha Anne Blettenberg daughter of Brad and Christine Blettenberg

Carter Paul DeGeorge son of Glenn and Mary DeGeorge

Matthew Dale Fisher son of Clifton and Kathleen Fisher

Lance Nolan Lindner son of Juergen and Brigitte Lindner

Jack Aiden Milicevic son of Ranko and Jessica Milicevic

Sicily Jane Paiano daughter of Rocky Paiano and Tanya Clonte

Macsen Joseph Rees son of Brett and Mary Rees

Gavin Shoop son of Nicolette Shoop

Cooper Bernie Slone son of Todd and Sara Slone

Cecilia Rose Stevens daughter of John and Jacquie Stevens

Isabella Grace Suarez daughter of John and Lisa Suarez

James Francis Taylor son of William and Mary Alice Taylor

Ms. Barbara Harrell
Sr. Beth Henken
Ms. Caitlin Hogan & Mr. Brian Donley
Mr. Victor Kamara
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kenny 

and Molly, Joe, Rose and Anne
Ms. Katherine Kulovitz
Mr. & Mrs. Corey Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Larkin 

and Kelly, Conor & Austin
Mr. & Mrs. Juergen Lindner and Lance
Mr. Matthew Lopina
Mr. Ronald Mann
Dr. Ninette Marsocci
Ms. Jacqueline May
Mr. Adam McGrann & Dr. Jennifer

Vespa
Mr. & Mrs. Ranko Milicevic and Jack
Ms. Angela Miller
Ms. Amanda Montgomery
Ms. Maria Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morgan 

and Robert & John
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Moses and Kodiak
Dr. Jeanne Murrone

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Nelms
Ms. Amanda O’Connor
Mr. Rocky Paiano & Ms. Tonya Clonte

and Sicily Paiano
Mr. Michael Pastrick
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pellegrini 

and Joey & Nicholas
Ms. Jennifer Proto
Mr. Felipe Ramirez
Mr. Michael Ranken
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Rees and Macsen
Ms. Adelaide Rohrman
Mr. Travis Rowley
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Schick and Anne,

Frances, Rebecca & Caroline
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Schilling 

and Chelsea, Emily and Connor
Mr. David Sevante
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Spinozzola
Mr. Michael Sullivan & Ms. Amber

Sneed
Mr. Jorge Triana 

and Ms. Denise Medeiros
Ms. Brittany Vegso
Ms. Laurie Wallace
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Social Justice 

Partners for Peace
Partners for Peace, based in

Washington, D.C., has sponsored a
tour, "Jerusalem Women Speak: Three
Women, Three Faiths, One Shared
Vision" for 16 years, with the goal of
educating the American public about
key issues in the effort to secure peace
and justice among the Palestinians and
Israelis. Partners’ Executive Director,
Melinda Thompson, has a done a great
deal of work to make this tour a reality.
Partners is an NGO (non-governmental
organization) registered with the United
Nations.

On October 16,  St. Peter’s was a 
co-sponsor with the Islamic Center of
Charlotte and the Providence Baptist
Church, where the event was held with
the generous assistance and hospitality
of Associate Pastor David Jordan and
members of his committee.

One of the speakers was Ruth 
El-Raz, a 76-year old Israeli-Jew who is a
psychotherapist, holds a master’s
degree from Rutgers and a sculptress.
She is a member of Checkpoint Watch,
which monitors the treatment of
Palestinians by Israeli soldiers at border
crossings in the Occupied Territories.
She strongly believes the Israeli settle-
ments in the West Bank must be dis-
mantled so that the Palestinians can
have their own state. She expresses
strong belief in a nonviolent solution
though she has personally witnessed
attacks by Palestinians within Jerusalem.

The second speaker, Jala Basil
Andoni, is a Palestinian Christian and
former teacher who lives in a town east
of Bethlehem, Beit Sahour. The Israelis
took hundreds of acres from her town
to make a security zone, including vine-
yards and farms from her family and

many others. She was not able to visit
her dying mother in Gaza because she
would never have been allowed to
return to her home. She feels
Palestinians are so restricted in their
movements that they feel as if they are
living in a prison.

The third speaker was to have been
Hekmat Besisso-Naji, a Palestinian
Muslim woman who works for the
American Friends in Jerusalem. And
although she has visited the U.S. many
times, she was denied a visa for no

concrete reason. Hala Zaghari, a young
woman from Charlotte who has visited
her relatives many times in Jerusalem,
graciously agreed to be a substitute for
Besisso-Naji. Zaghari’s family has also
suffered many losses due to violence in
the area as well.

A heartfelt thank you to the speak-
ers who have come from the Jerusalem
area to share their stories during a busy
and tiring two-week tour of the U.S.

There was a great turnout of about
170 people who enjoyed good food,
Middle Eastern decorations and shared
personal experiences. Jeff Giddens
managed to get Middle Eastern recipes
from ladies with the Islamic Center!

Our special thanks for the atten-
dance and support of those involved
with St. Peters Social Justice Committee
and to Fr. Pat for this occasion.

Personally, I think “Jerusalem
Women Speak” was informative for
many, and the women on the tour cer-
tainly personalized the sufferings of
both Palestinians and Israelis, which all
too often just becomes a faceless blip
on the evening news.

One attendee told Pastor Jordan, "I
can see much better now why
Palestinians have been so frustrated,
why Middle East Peace is so difficult —
because it is so complicated!"

The Islamic Center of Charlotte’s
Jibril Hough said in a South Charlotte
Weekly article, “The public needs to
understand more of the personal side of
the conflict, realize the true human ele-
ment and see Palestinians and Israelis
as human beings and value the lives of
those on both sides of the conflict.”
Hough added, “Americans should want
the same quality of life for Palestinians
and Israelis as they themselves have."

The Social Justice Committee is pur-
suing the concept of meeting with a
small group of interested women 
from the Muslim, Christian and Jewish
communities.

Annie Hebert

Melinda Thompson David Jordan Jala Basil Andoni Ruth El-Raz

Hala Zaghari and her daughter.

Barney Offerman, Linda Sanchez, Lauren Cranford, Jan Valder. Jibril Hough
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This will consume our current reserves. It is

essential, therefore, that the parish continues

to meet its operating expenses and generate

a surplus to replenish our depleted reserves.

So we need your help in two ways: 

1. Generously support our offertory,

which will enable us to meet our

continuing operating expenses. 

2. Consider additional giving to the

Preservation Fund so we can keep our

reserves intact and pay for the major

work being done to our church.

The parish completed its 1st Quarter of

Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 with a net operating

deficit of $39.414. This is attributable to

lower receipts and higher expenses.

The first quarter of each year usually

follows this pattern and our deficits are off-

set later in the year. However, our net oper-

ating deficit for the first quarter last year

was $28,875 or $10,539 (37%) less than this

year. Though October data is not complete

as of this writing, the offertory trend contin-

ues to be below budget. This raises the con-

cern of continuing deficits. Operating

deficits are covered by monies from our

reserve accounts., just as you would take

money out of savings if your expenses

exceed your income. However, he primary

purpose of reserve accounts is to cover one-

time capital expenditures, such as the

restoration of the exterior of the church,

currently underway. The restoration project

has a budget of approximately $325,000.

Consolidated Balance Sheet

September 30, 2009
ASSETS 6/30/09 9/30/09 

Cash and Cash Equivalents: 

Operating Accounts $21,169 ($17,370)

Restricted Funds 233,927 250,704 

Investment Accounts 265,596 265,762 

Property, Plant & Equipment 5,533,942 5,537,506 

Total Assets $6,054,634 $6,036,602

LIABILITIES

Misc Liabilities $0 $0 

Columbarium $34,000 $36,000 

Total Liabilities $34,000 $36,000 

Total Net Assets $6,020,634 $6,000,602 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $6,054,634 $6,036,602

A NOTE OF CONCERN

TITHING

The St. Peter’s Tithing Committee
met on Sunday, October 25,

2009. Present were committee
members Sr. Eileen McLoughlin,
Barbara Dellinger, Mike Holland, Bill
Murphy, Trace Hebert, Mark
Pierman and Don Caldwell. The
committee voted to disburse funds
as follows:

A Child’s Place $1,000

Charlotte Emergency Housing 2,000

Neighborhood Family 
Resource Center 500

Friendship Trays 1,000

Men’s Shelter 4,000

Regional Aids Interfaith 
Network (RAIN) 2,000

Center for Community 
Transitions (ECO) 2,000

Catholic Conference 
Center (for Sober 
Women’s Retreat) 1,000

Irwin Avenue School 
Partnership 
(school supplies) 500

Urban Ministry 1,500

CSS Hispanic Ministry 1,000

Battered Women’s Shelter 
(United Family Services) 2,000

Salvation Army 
Women’s Shelter 2,000

Loaves & Fishes 1,500

Crisis Assistance Ministry 1,000

YWCA Women In 
Transition Program 1,000

Florence Crittendon Center 1,000

TOTAL $25,000 

Don Caldwell 

NOTES 
Receipts down approx $2,700 from same period last year

Expenses up approx $12,100 from same period last year
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Prepared by 
the St. Peter’s 
Finance Committee 

Address questions to: 

Lou Bonaiuto

uconn70@aol.com 

Net Operating Results

For the Period July 1, 2009 - September 30, 2009 2008

Year-to-Date 9/30/09 9/30/09 Budget Variance 9/30/08

RECEIPTS

Offertory $158,704 $175,500 ($16,796) $152,871 

Sacramental offerings $0 $0 $0 $25 

Non-Exempt Capital Fund $250 $0 $250 $0 

DSA Rebate $0 $0 $0 $0 

Donations, Unrestricted 60 8,750 (8,690) $1,800 

Donations, Restricted 152 0 152 $4,670 

Poor Box 761 1,250 (489) $852

Votive Offerings (Net) 758 550 208 $1,014

Fundraising for the Parish 998 2,500 (1,502) $2,884 

Fees - Faith Formation Programs 2,098 750 1,348 $2,550 

Fees - Other Programs 1,125 1,300 (175) $1,925

Earned Columbarium Income 0 0 0 $0 

Rental Income 0 0 0 $0

Investment Income 499 0 499 ($501) 

Misc Income 0 0 0 $0

Total Receipts $165,405 $190,600 ($25,195) $168,090 

Less Non-Operating Receipts: 

Exempt Capital Fund (311) 0 (311) $0

Restricted Donations (152) 0 (152) (4,670)

Earned Columbarium Income 0 0 0 0

Operating Revenue $164,942 $190,600 ($25,658) $163,420  

OPERATING EXPENSES

General Parish $167,213 $172,276 $5,063 $157,701

Faith Formation 32,446 32,609 163 $29,954

Ideal Way 4,698 6,288 1,590 $4,640

Total Operating Expenses $204,356 $211,172 $6,815 $192,295

NET OPERATING INCOME/(DEFICIT) ($39,414) ($20,572) ($18,842) ($28,875)

REPORTABLE INCOME/(DEFICIT) ($38,951) ($20,572) ($32,010) ($24,205)

Sources of Income
Unrestricted Donations

Restricted Donations

Fees

Investment
Income

Offertory

ST. PETER’S FINANCE REPORT
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We would like to thank the following people for their help in mailing our last issue of Transparencies: 

Tom and Pat Kelleher, Becky Morton, Bobbi Gagnon, Rafe Fritz, Joe and Gail Breen, Thom Callahan.




