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Our Sunday Morning Schedule of Worship and Christian Formation

I hope that with just a few weeks left before the beginning of school, you and yours have had a refreshing and fulfilling
summer! As students prepare to head off to college or to preschool, elementary, middle, or high school, please join me
in offering prayers for them and their parents.
I am writing this month’s From The Rector article to report on the outcome of the June Town Hall Forums. The idea to
hold these forums grew out of my experience of serving as your rector for nine years at the Advent. Since August of
2009, I have engaged in many conversations with individuals and groups regarding our faith, worship, formation, and
growth. I have been inspired, challenged, and intrigued by what you have shared with me regarding the experience of
God and Christ and faith within our parish – within our “life together” as Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote of so poignantly in
his book by the same title.
At the three Town Hall Forums, we discussed our Sunday Morning Schedule. Over 100 people participated in these
meetings which focused on the pros and cons of both our three-service schedule (7:45, 9 & 11:15am) and our twoservice schedule (8 & 10:30am). Included in these conversations was the consideration of Sunday School times (10:10
and 9:15am, respectively). Thank you to everyone who attended and a special thank you to the members of the
Reflection Group who met for two additional meetings.
To begin with, I offer the following four statements I hold as truths relating to the experience of corporate worship.
•

I believe that worship in a parish church setting is generally better when there are more people present and when
they are engaged with and participating in the liturgy and music.

•

I believe that most preachers tend to preach more effectively and enthusiastically when there are more people in the
congregation listening to the sermon.

•

I believe that musicians (choir members and those playing instruments) generally perform better when there are
more people singing the hymns and service music, chanting the Psalms, and listening to anthems and instrumental
pieces.

•

I believe that worshipers tend to pray, sing, praise, and overall participate with more confidence and volume when
there are more of them present.

Generally speaking, I find that when we have a two-service schedule on Sunday mornings (during the summer and at
other times during the program year), the 10:30am (or second) service reflects the belief statements above. There are
many three-service Sundays when the attendance at the 9am service fulfills these statements as well.
As we discussed our Sunday morning schedules, I found that, interestingly, but perhaps not surprisingly, the pros of the
three-service schedule were often the cons for the two-service schedule. Likewise, the pros for the two-service schedule
were often the cons for the three-service schedule, and so forth. You may see a summary list of these at our website,
www.churchofadvent.org, by clicking the link on the bottom right of the homepage – Pros and Cons of Sunday Morning
Schedules.
On Sunday, July 15, I called the Reflection Group back together and shared my thoughts and vision regarding our way
forward resulting from what I learned at the Town Hall Forums. I began with the four belief statements and offered the
following plan for the coming year.						
Continues on page 3
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Bazaar NEWS!

This Year’s Bazaar is Thursday, November 15 / 11am-6pm.

Lunch will be offered from 11:30-1:30, and we will conclude the day with
SIP AND SHOP from 5 to 6pm with wine and hors d’oeuvres.

Love Gifts are now being collected. Please drop your items by the ECW (Episcopal Church
Women) Closet in the Spartanburg Shares Building during their regular hours: Tuesday 9am-1pm; Thursday
2-6pm; and Saturday 10am-1pm. If you have any questions, please contact Grantham at 864-431-2780.

To volunteer with the Bazaar – we need you!! Please contact the Co-chairs: Kitsy Babb at
kitsybabb@gmail.com or Krista Stone at kristastone@att.net.

MotheR/Daughter Cook Date
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1
All mothers and daughters of the Advent aged 8 years old and up are invited for a special
mother/daughter cook date on August 1 from 9am-12pm. During this intergenerational
event, we will make 44 jars of peach chutney and 90 jars of peach jam. No prior kitchen
experience necessary – so grab your mom, or your daughter and come enjoy a morning of
fellowship and fun. Please email Laura at lbauknight@churchofadvent.org to let her know
how many you have coming.

ECW Board will meet Tuesday, August 14, at 12:15pm in PCLC Dining Room B. Lunch
is $5. If you would like to have lunch, please let Laura know by Thursday, August 9:
lbauknight@churchofadvent.org.

20s, 30s, 40s CONNECT BACK TO SCHOOL
August 18 / 6:30pm at the home of Gary and Faith Pope – 241 Mills Avenue. Bring an appetizer to share
and beverage of your choice. Please let the Popes know you are coming by emailing faithmarett@gmail.com.

ADVENT OYSTER ROAST & SILENT AUCTION!
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 6:30-10PM
Vestry members and Committee members are selling tickets. You may also
purchase them after services on Sunday mornings, August 19 and 26. Tickets are
$45 for ages 21 and up if purchased in advance; $50 at the door.
Fellowship Group / August 19 / 5:30pm at the home of David and Alene Pittman 218 Pine Cove Drive in Inman.
The Pittmans are providing hamburgers and hotdogs. Please bring an appetizer, casserole, dessert or picnic dish to go
with provided meat. Please let the Pittmans know if you’re coming so that they can plan: via phone/text 704-575-7783
or email alenepittman@gmail.com.

WELCOME BACK WEDNESDAY NIGHT / Wednesday / August 29 / 5:45-7pm
CANNED FOOD/COVERED DISH/COLLECTIVE STORIES
Please bring a canned food for our bins (Lunch Bunch has challenged us all to participate), bring a covered
dish to share, and enjoy yummy food and fellowship. Our YOUTH PILGRIMS will share their stories of faith and
personal discovery from their experiences in Alaska and Utah.

SAVE THE DATES:

Serendipity / Monday, September 10 at 10am
Lunch Bunch / Monday, September 10 at 12pm
EPISCOPALS / Wednesday, September 12 at 11:45am
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•

We’ll begin our regular three-service schedule on Sunday, August 19 – 7:45am Rite I (said); 9am Rite II (with
music and Children’s Chapel); 11:15am Rite I & II alternating (with more service music included). Sunday School
will begin at 10:15am and will end at 11:05am. This will mark a continuation of our regular three-service schedule
with Sunday School. On occasion, we will hold two services – for the Christmas Pageant and the Sunday between
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

•

I am forming an ad hoc group of parishioners and staff, including our clergy, who will meet twice a month to
discuss, learn, reflect, research and then develop a liturgy for a Sunday evening service that will be held in the
church. The group will be called the Sunday Night Worship Planning Committee (SNWPC).

•

Looking ahead to 2019, we will return to a two-service schedule on the third Sunday in May (May 19) and will
continue with this schedule through Sunday, August 11.

•

Beginning on Sunday, August 18, 2019, we will continue having two services in the morning but will add a third
service at 5:30pm.

The SNWPC will spend time exploring different liturgical styles that are part of the Anglican tradition. With this in
mind, it will take into consideration that the Anglican Communion is made up of tens of millions of people in over 165
countries. We will learn from and then develop a liturgy that will offer an engaging and inspiring service that fits with
our parish culture and reflects our understanding of who we are called to be as followers of Jesus and worshipers of
the One God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To learn more about the Anglican Communion and the Episcopal Church,
please visit the websites listed at the conclusion of this article.
In future issues of the Advent Parish Paper, I will share updates and learnings from the work of the group. In the
meantime, I pray that you will commit to attend worship regularly, and along with me strengthen the desire to engage
more deeply in the experience of praising God and of centering our lives in Jesus Christ.
Thank you and God bless you and I hope to see you in church…often. Ned+
To learn more about the Anglican Communion - http://www.anglicancommunion.org/identity/about.aspx.
To learn more about the Episcopal Church, visit https://www.episcopalchurch.org/.

FLOWER MEMORIALS
AUGUST 2018
First Sunday in August - August 5
Altar Memorial
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Dr. G. B. and Katie A. Hodge, by
Pinckney and Susan Hodge Irwin
Second Sunday in August - August 12
Altar Memorials
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Clarence, Harriet and Ancrum
Ballenger by Haidee, Elizabeth, Norwood and Clancy
in thanksgiving to God for the blessings He gave to us
through the life of William Sidney Bagwell, Jr.

Third Sunday in August - August 19
Altar Memorial
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Olive and Robert Foss, Virgil Walker
Barnes, Shirley Barnes,Thomas Shelton Barnes and Robert
Nantz Barnes given by Thomas Barnes and Ekky Foss
Fourth Sunday in August - August 26
Altar Memorials
The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Mary Fenn Ferguson given by her
family
Baptismal Font
The Baptismal Font flowers are given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of W. G. Foster given by his family
in loving memory of Virginia Maxwell Manning Moses by
her daughter, Dinny

4 CALENDAR
MORNING PRAYER is said MondayFriday at 8:15am in Olney Chapel when
the church office is open.

Recurring Weekly Activities

Mon.-Fri., 8:15am Morning Prayer
Mon. & Thurs., 1:30pm - Al-Anon
Monday
6pm Co-Dependents Anonymous
Tuesday
10am Staff Prayer/Meeting
Tues. & Fri., 9:30am Watercolor Class
3pm Co-Dependents Anonymous
4:30pm Meditation Group
5:30pm Holy Eucharist/Healing
6:30pm FAVOR Family Group:
Spartanburg
Wednesday
9:30am Archives Committee
8pm AA and Al-Anon
Thursday
12:15pm Holy Eucharist/Healing
Wednesday, August 1
9am Country Store Cooking
10am Wacky Wednesdays: Spare Time,
Greenville
Thursday, August 2
6pm Advent Toners
7:30pm Advent College Group
SUNDAY, August 5 - 11th Pentecost
8am Holy Eucharist I
9am Gleaners Sunday School Class
9:15am What You Need to Know About
Substance Abuse and Recovery
9:30am Summer Choir
10:30am Holy Eucharist II
11:30am Lemonade on the Lawn
Tuesday, August 7
2pm Listening Hearts Group
Thursday, August 8
10am Summit Hills Holy Eucharist
SUNDAY, August 12 - 12th Pentecost
8am Holy Eucharist I
9am Gleaners Sunday School Class
9:15am What You Need to Know About
Substance Abuse and Recovery
9:30am Summer Choir
10:30am Holy Eucharist II/Blessing of Mary
H. Wright School Supplies
11:30am Lemonade on the Lawn
Tuesday, August 14
11:45am Cancer Assoc. Luncheon
12:15pm Book & Brown Bag
6:30pm St. Cecilia Choir
Wednesday, August 15
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9am Newcomers Country Store Cooking
6:30pm Advent Schola
Thursday, August 16
6:45am Men’s Bible Study Breakfast
Saturday August 18
6:30pm 20s, 30s, 40s CONNECT
SUNDAY, August 19 - 13th Pentecost
Three-Service Schedule Resumes
7:45am Holy Eucharist I
9am Holy Eucharist II/Backpack Blessing/
Formation Commissioning
10:15am Adult Fellowship; Young Families
Open House and Youth Meet-and-Greet
10:15am Gleaners Class
11:15am Holy Eucharist I
6:30pm Fellowship Group 1
Monday, August 20
6pm DOK Meeting and Dinner
Tuesday, August 21
6:30pm St. Cecilia Choir
Wednesday, August 22
11:45am Staff Luncheon
6:30pm Advent Schola
Thursday, August 23
7am Men’s Bible Study
9am Women’s Fellowship & Bible Study
7:30pm Advent College Group
SUNDAY, August 26 - 14th Pentecost
Outreach Sunday
7:45am Holy Eucharist I
9am Holy Eucharist II
10:15am Sunday School for all ages
11:15am Holy Eucharist II
12:30pm Outreach Reception
4 to 7pm Safe Church Training
Tuesday, August 28
12:15pm Book & Brown Bag
6:30pm St. Cecilia Choir
Wednesday, August 29
9am Country Store Cooking
5:45pm Welcome Back Wednesday Night
Dinner
6:30pm Advent Schola
Thursday, August 30
7am Men’s Bible Study
9am Women’s Fellowship & Bible Study

Reminder: The Parish Paper
Submission Deadline for the
September issue will be Thursday
August 16.

Youth Activities Will Begin After
Labor Day Weekend
Sunday Night Youth Groups are held
weekly in the Advent Youth Center.
Each month we endeavor to plan
both on and off campus fun event
like Big Air or Planet Paintball, a
Community Service Event, Dinner
and a “Books, Movies, and Theology”
Event. We meet from 6 to 7:30pm.
Come and hang out with us starting
on September 9!
The first prayer breakfasts of the
semester will be held on September 11
and September 13.
All youth group meetings and events
are OPEN to all youth 6th-12th grade
throughout the community. Friends
are not only welcome but encouraged
to participate.

Register Now for SAFE
Church Training

It will be offered on Sunday,
August 26, from 4 to 7 pm in
the Parish and Community
Life Center (PCLC).
This training is required for
anyone working with Children
and Youth ministries, Scouts,
Basketball coaches, SPIHN
overnight hosts, and Eucharistic
Visitors.
To sign up for training, please
email sdantin@churchofadvent.
org or call 864-237-0570.
PLEASE make plans to
attend!
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Being “Transformed”

The Rev. Deborah Apoldo, Associate Rector for Christian Formation

As we anticipate a new season in our common life as a community of faith, I am once again pondering what classes,
programs, training, fellowship opportunities, etc. are most likely to make a difference in our lives and, more specifically,
move us forward in our life in Christ. It’s always fun (for me at least) to consider these matters and to pray over how the
Lord may be leading us.
At the moment, I am particularly drawn to the word transformation. Paul’s statement in 2 Corinthians 3:18 is one of
my favorite verses because it speaks to me of an ongoing process of growth and transformation as the Holy Spirit moves
in our lives and as we become more and more aware of that movement. It is a “movement” verse. Paul writes: And we
all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
As you begin to plan for the transition into Fall, I hope you will take some time to reflect on what the Spirit may be
doing in your life and on how being a part of our Christian formation opportunities may connect with that movement.

Special Programs Coming Up
What You Need to Know About Substance Abuse and Recovery
Sunday Mornings, August 5 and August 12, 9:15-10:15am
The opioid crisis in our country is all over the news. No one, no family is immune from the possibility of drug and
alcohol abuse or addition. You may think you are aware, but most of us don’t even know what we don’t know. If you
have a young adult student that you are sending off to college, you need to know the dangers of abuse of stimulants and
alcohol. If you are the parent of a younger child you need to inform yourself of potential hazards. Perhaps you, yourself
struggle with “self-medicating” with alcohol or drugs. Rich Jones, the CEO of FAVOR, Greenville – a recovery support
and education organization, will be with us to highlight the threats and encourage those dealing with these issues in an
informative and impactful way. FAVOR specializes in sharing information about the many pathways to recovery and in
recognizing that there are more such pathways than most people recognize.

Sunday Formation Opportunities for Adults
10:15-11:05am
The Gleaners Sunday School Class
The Library Conference Room in Satterlee Hall
This is an ongoing class with singing, religious art appreciation and Bible study based on the lectionary readings for the
week. There is a strong sense of fellowship and belonging among all who participate in the Gleaners. It’s a great place to
plug into the life of the church and meet new friends. All are invited and welcome.
The Taste and See Sunday School Class
Dining Room B in the Parish and Community Life Center
This class is new for the 2018/19 season. Studies and topics will change every several weeks and will be focused on
growth in faith, depth of learning, and life application. Look for more details in the Bell Ringer each week to learn
about current studies.
Parents in Community Fellowship
Dining Room C of the Parish and Community Life Center
Parents of children of all ages gather to learn from one another and to discuss teachings from various sources.
Sometimes the class uses a DVD series, sometimes there are guest speakers, and sometimes the focus is a discussion on
an article or current concerns that have to do with raising a family. All topics are centered around our lives of faith and
how we both grow in our own faith, and convey Christian principles to our children.
									
Continues on the next page.
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Welcome to Sunday!
Dining Room A of the Parish and Community Life Center
This class will take the place of The Rector’s Forum and will be taught both by lay persons and clergy. The focus will
be on the traditions and practices of The Episcopal Church and based on a series of teachings that include such topics
as: Anglican Spiritual Traditions, Church Music and The Hymnal 1982, Seasons of the Church Year, The Book of Common
Prayer, etc. The format is informal and includes both teaching and discussion in a seminar approach. The weekly classes
are designed to accommodate drop-ins. If you miss some Sundays, you can find a place in this class. It’s also a great
place to dig deeper into the hows and whys of being an Episcopalian.

Board Games, Theology and Youth/College Ministry
Did you know we have a board game group that meets twice a month at Ciclops Cyderi & Brewery? It began as a means
of gathering young adults around a table for interaction and conversation-whether strictly
theological or not. We usually have between 15-20 people show up. Our Wofford Canterbury
Chapter hosts regular game nights on campus during the semester. What is interesting is
there is an ongoing resurgence in the board game industry-fueled by a hunger for tangible
things such as print, vinyl, and board games. In the midst of a digital revolution where more
and more people are joining social media platforms and electronic gaming is getting more
and more sophisticated, board games have made a comeback. On the 2016 Nova Scotia
Youth Pilgrimage I, along with a few of our youth, visited a board game cafe in Halifax, N.S.,
and the place was packed with all kinds of people interacting with each other—friends and
strangers alike. This past July 4th, we took a few of our youth and college students to a board
game convention in Orlando, Florida. It is a Christian-based convention with about 3,000
people in attendance. The level of connection and interaction from sitting around a table
playing a game is absolutely wonderful. In other words, board games are back because people want to get together.
A world of unlimited digital connectivity does not mean greater community. To the
contrary, unlimited connectivity often means shallow community as the constant
distraction prevents depth of conversation and relationships. What does this mean for a
local church? At least two things:
1. Christian community is so valuable.
Be encouraged. What a church can and must offer people—community built on Christ—
is more valuable than anything the world can offer. And it’s more transformational.
While people connecting around a board game is a good thing and points to God’s gift
of relationships, people connecting around Christ is what changes, not merely comforts,
the human heart. The emergence of board games is encouraging. It reminds us that what
people really need, the church has.
2. Discipleship cannot be digitized.
With all the impressive gaming systems, people are playing board games because they crave real interactions. We can
use digital tools to spread the message of Christ, but we must be careful not to attempt to empty discipleship of its
relational edge. When we strip relationships from discipleship, it is really no longer discipleship. It becomes merely
information transfer without the shepherding a person must provide.
The centerpiece of the youth and college ministry here at the Advent is relationship-and it works. Ministry is person
to person and our youth and college students have a hunger for real relationship. Board games are a way to get people,
friends, family, strangers around a table to interact with, share and enjoy the life that is found in community.
Peace,
David Dixon
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Farewell and Welcome
The summer brought with it the news that Libby Adamson, Executive Assistant to the Rector since November 2014,
will be leaving us after accepting the position of Business Manager with Colonial Trust – an independent wealth
PERSONNEL | MUSIC
management firm in Spartanburg. This is an exciting opportunity for Libby and we will miss her very much. No one
will miss her more than our rector, Ned Morris, who praises Libby for an outstanding job during her tenure as his
executive assistant. Many improvements have been made in several areas of our church thanks to her organizational
skills, attention to details, and her consideration of and appreciation for our parish. Libby’s last day is August 3. Please
take an opportunity to thank her for a job well done. If you don’t get to thank her before she concludes her time with
us, be sure to tell her when you see her in town. She won’t be very far away (just a few blocks actually) and she will
continue to be involved as a member of First Presbyterian Church and with other community activities – including
teaching breast cancer survivors how to fly fish through Casting Carolinas. We wish her all the best and God’s blessing
as she begins this next chapter.

7

Fortunately for us, we are pleased to welcome Jeanelle Smith, who will begin working at the Advent as the Executive
Assistant to the Rector on July 30. Jeanelle graduated from Greer High School and Clemson University and has many
years of office management experience. She lives in Boiling Springs with her husband, Joshua, and their three children.
They attend Fairview Baptist Church, Spartanburg.
Jeanelle will overlap some time with Libby. There is a lot to learn and we are grateful for the opportunity they will have
to spend together. Please stop by and welcome Jeanelle in her office on the first floor in Satterlee Hall…maybe after she
has a chance to get settled after August 6.
Just a Couple More Weeks of Summer Choir; Come and Sing with Us! For the past couple of months, a loyal group
of about 8 to 9 people has met an hour before the 10:30 a.m. service on Sundays to go over a simple anthem which has
always been sung while the offering has been taken up. We’ve all had a lot of fun, and you all get a couple more weeks
to be a part of the fun! Come to the Olney Chapel in Pendleton Hall at 9:30 a.m. on August 5th and/or August 12th
to learn whatever the anthem will be for the upcoming service. On one week we’ll sing a folk hymn from the Roman
Catholic tradition; on another week we’ll sing the hymn “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”. Anyone aged 10 to 110 is
welcome to join!
Adult Choirs Will Be Back In Session On August 19: On August 19, the Church of the Advent will resume its threeservice schedule of Sunday worship. Any adult parishioner (i.e. college age and up) is invited to join either the St.
Cecilia choir, which sings for the 9am service or the Advent Schola, which sings for the 11:15am service. The St. C’s will
meet at 8:15 in the Pendleton Hall choir room; the Schola will meet in the church at 10:15. Both choirs are definitely in
need (and want) of more singers; no one will be turned away!
Save the Date and Time; September 15 at 7pm: Brennan is working on compiling a series of concerts and special
services for 2018-19, which will likely be announced in September’s paper. For now, he is happy to announce that
the South Carolina Bach Society, a group of Greenville and Spartanburg singers and instrumentalists dedicated to
promoting and performing the music of Johann Sebastian Bach will be giving a concert at the Church of the Advent on
Saturday, September 15, at 7pm. The group was founded in Columbia in 1980 and reorganized in Greenville in 2014.
This will be their first concert at the Advent.
Hymn of the Month; “I Am the Bread of Life”: Every three years, the Revised Common Lectionary features several
weeks of scriptures referencing the bread from heaven. Such is the case this year, which is why the Hymn of the Month
for August is “I am the Bread of Life.” It is Hymn #335 in The Hymnal 1982, and although it was written fairly recently
(1964), it has become quite popular over the past 50 years. Both the text and the tune were written by a Catholic nun,
Sister Suzanne Toolan, for a San Francisco archdiocesan event. Sister Suzanne wrote it during her time as a high school
teacher. She initially didn’t like her hymn, so she threw the manuscript for it into a wastepaper basket. Fortunately, one
of her students heard the tune and really liked it. Sister Suzanne rescued it from the wastepaper basket, and the rest
is history! According to Sister Suzanne, she claims that in spite of the wide melodic range of the melody and the nonmetrical way in which the tune proceeds, maybe the hymn is popular because of resurrection. Hymn #335 has been
used for many funerals at the Church of the Advent, and the text of its refrain has comforted many people over time.

8 OUTREACH & MISSIONS
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Editor’s Note: Please enjoy the following letter published in the Spartanburg Herald-Journal. We are very proud of our
Cumberland Mission Team members past and present.

Missionaries from Spartanburg church have been a godsend
Friday’s Letters, published July 6, 2018
More than 20 years ago, a group of men from the Church of the Advent in Spartanburg started coming to the
Cumberland Plateau near Chattanooga, Tenn., to do mission work. This group’s mission was and still is to assist
Housing Sewanee of Sewanee, Tenn., in building and repairing houses for the many poor and needy people of this area
of Appalachia.
There is no adequate means to measure the good that these men have done for needy people. Simply stated, their efforts
over the years have had a profound effect on those families who have benefited from their labor.
Not too long ago, I read somewhere that if 50 percent of the people who drive cars drove Toyota Priuses, then our
carbon footprint would become immediately manageable. I assert that if 50 percent of the people in this country who
call themselves Christians lived their lives as these disciples of Christ from the Church of the Advent do, the ugly
headlines we see daily would disappear.
We who volunteer for Housing Sewanee are deeply grateful for the work of these wonderful missionaries.
Joe Porter, Sewanee, Tenn.

Mary H. Wright Elementary School News
Collection Drive for School Supplies Continues to August 5: Thank you for helping our MHW
students succeed by making a monetary donation or contributing the following items: Marble
Composition Notebooks, Notebook Paper, Pencil Pouches, Crayons, Glue Sticks, and Hand Sanitizer.
Items may be placed in bins located in the reception area of Satterlee Hall or the church narthex. We will
bless these supplies on Sunday, August 12.
Call for Volunteers: Believe it or not, school is almost here! And everyone at Mary H. Wright Elementary School is
already making plans to have another successful year. Test scores are back for last year, and everyone associated with
MHW has reason to be proud. Significant improvement was made in all areas! What we are doing there is working.
Let’s keep it going. We need volunteers as room moms, reading buddies, mentors, helpers on special days, and more.
Please prayerfully consider being a part of this ministry God has called us to do. For questions or to volunteer, email
Joy Oates at joyoates61@gmail.com or Julie Schwartz at julieschwartz@charter.net. Thank you for your continued
support and prayers.
Outreach Sunday, August 26
Representatives from our grant recipient organizations will be honored at the 11:15am service and a reception
immediately following the service in the Parish and Community Life Center Lobby. We hope to see you there!
Save the date for the next SPIHN (Spartanburg Interfaith Hospitality Network) Week: September 30-October 7.
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Message from Vestry

We sadly say our goodbyes to Libby Adamson, Fr. Ned’s loyal Executive Assistant, as she leaves the Advent on August
3 to begin working at Colonial Trust Company. We are profoundly grateful to her for her grace, devotion and skill, and
we wish her all the best in her new endeavors. With a bit of sadness, yet with enormous respect we also said goodbye
and good luck to Dave Rodrick who will begin working on the Master of Divinity degree this month at Virginia
Theological Seminary. Our thoughts and prayers go with Libby and Dave and both will be sorely missed!
We look forward to Outreach Sunday, August 26, when recipients of this year’s grants will be honored at the 11:15 am
service followed by a reception in the Parish and Community Life Center (PCLC). Mark your calendars and plan to
attend!
A small group of parishioners has met several times with the Rev. Debbie Apoldo to discuss the possibility of forming a
new adult Sunday School class.
Please take time to enjoy the following campus improvements:
•

The painting of the church done by Virginia Manning Moses, given to the Advent in May by Bishop and Mrs.
Duvall, is now hanging on the lobby wall in the PCLC.

•

The Bell Tower area has been cleaned, metal furniture removed, and a lovely Karastan rug placed in the entry to the
sanctuary.

•

The lobby area of Satterlee Hall has been slightly rearranged so that a visitor’s first sight is no longer the shelving
unit where lost and found items were displayed. The beautiful “new” mirror was found in the Undercroft and
restored to its original beauty and the lovely corner table was moved from the Pendleton Parlor where it was tucked
out of sight and out of use.

•

The bride’s room in Satterlee Hall is now the larger room that contains a comfortable sofa and upholstered chairs.

…..small changes, yet BIG improvements that make a noticeable difference!
We treasure our church home and pledge to continue to look for opportunities to enhance our ministries and improve
our beautiful campus!
Blessings to all,
Melissa Johnson
Senior Warden

Volunteer Archiver Position Description
One of the goals of the Advent Archivers is to conserve the material that has been saved through the years as well as
future contributions. We have on hand many documents and photographs, some dating back to the very early days of the
Parish. The condition varies from fragile and damaged to very good. Conserving is tedious work but gives a window into
the way things were said and done in past years. We have tools and supplies to professionally conserve this material and
need volunteers to join the team.
Requirements:
2 to 8 hours per week availability, attention to detail.
Basic computer skill, experience with Excel and Word.
Be able to lift 25 lbs.
Work with safety in mind. Some tools are sharp, for instance.
Experience with document/photo scanning a plus.
If interested, call Adair Watters at 864-706-0017.

10 CHILDREN & YOUNG FAMILIES
Vacation Bible School
Many, many thanks to all the volunteers who helped with
Vacation Bible School in July. What a wonderful time we had
together! Special thanks to the co-chairs, Liza Lounsberry and
Janet Davis, for all their hard work in organizing and directing a
great VBS this year.
Please see our photos below and on our Facebook and Instagram
accounts. Many were taken by Betsy Conrad and rising college
freshmen volunteers, Kate Brown and Libby Stevens.
We collected $275 to donate to the Society of St. Andrew (SoSA).
They salvage fresh, nutritious produce from American farms –
produce that otherwise would be left to rot – and deliver it to
agencies across the nation that serve the poor. Thank you to the
Lemons (4K), Cherries (5K), Green Apples (1st grade), Oranges
(2nd-3rd grades), and Peaches (4th-5th grades) for your gifts!
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AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS
(Ages 1-11)

11 - Sylar Schmitt
11 - Brandt Settle
11 - Pierce Settle
15 - Clifford Halstead
18 - Alice Johnson
28 - Nora Baker
29 - William Hopkins

Volunteers Needed
For Children’s Ministries
Blessings of the Backpacks
Children, please bring your backpacks to
church on Sunday, August 19, so that we
can say a prayer and blessing for you as
you head back to school.
Adventure Kingdom Kick-off
Sunday, August 19 - 10:10-11am
Parents and children (ages 4K through 5th grade) are invited to
join us in the gym in the Parish and Life Community Center as
we kick-off the beginning of Sunday School for this programming
year. We will have coffee, juice and doughnuts for everyone to
enjoy as we gather together. This will be a time to introduce and
meet the Sunday School teachers, explore the topics we will cover
in Sunday School and have some free time to play with your
friends. Hope to see you there!

If you are interested in helping
in any way with the sweet
little ones of this parish, please
call 864-237-0570 or email
sdantin@churchofadvent.org.
Nursery volunteers, Sunday
School teachers, Wednesday
night program support are all
wonderful ways to live out your
Baptismal Covenant. Free hugs
are guaranteed!
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The Missing Pieces Plan – Continuing…
Steve Johnson, Bill Coker, and Kit Jennings presented
“The Missing Pieces Plan” on June 17 and June 24
concerning being prepared for one’s end long before
it may ever happen. The main theme of the book and
main theme of the presentation is “Leave a Legacy, Not
a Mess!” One of the items presented was a list of the 25
documents you need to have if you should pass away
or become incapacitated. Here they are in no particular
order:
ESSENTIALS		
Will
Letters of Instruction
Trust Documents
BANKING
List of Bank Accounts
List of User Names & 		
Passwords
List of Safe Deposit Boxes
PROOF OF OWNERSHIP
Housing, Land, & 		
Cemetery Deeds
Escrow Mortgage Accounts
Proof of Loans Made and
Debts Owed
Vehicle Titles
Stock Certificates, Savings
Bonds, & Brokerage

CONFIDENTIAL 		
HEALTH CARE
Personal & Family Medical
History
Durable Health-Care Power
of Attorney
Authorization to 		
Release Health-Care
Information
Living Will
Do-Not-Resuscitate Order
LIFE INSURANCE & 		
RETIREMENT
Life Insurance Policies
Individual Retirement 		
Accounts
401(K) Accounts
Pension Documents
Annuity Contracts

MARRIAGE & DIVORCE
Marriage License
Divorce Papers

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE ADVENT
PRAYER LIST AS OF JULY 25, 2018
WE ARE ASKED TO REMEMBER THESE
PARISHIONERS: Steve Battocchio, Gloria Bock, Mac
Cates, Judith Chase, Marianne Clark, Arthur Cleveland, Ted
Conwell, Roland Doepner, Phillip Edge, Roy Ellis, Sue Fisher,
David Fudge, Aly Goodwin, Linda Hays, Bob Heim, Taft
Hunt, Betty Irwin, Julian Josey, Cibby Krell, Diane Lee, Giles
Lewis, Jesse Martin, Jim McCullough, Glenn McGee, Kathleen
McGee, Anne McIntyre, Iris Milhous, Cynthia Moseley,
Dinny Moses, Mark Mullen, Marion Nichols, Francie
Satterfield, Prudy Scott, Molly McCuen Sherard, Julie
Silliman, Grace Smith, Susan Taylor, Florence Twitty, and
Ginger Watson
AND FOR THESE PERSONS: Jack Bacot, Cody Bowman,
Jim Burchfield, Jim Carlisle, Mason Carlisle, Chase Comer,
Aiden Rito Cope, Steve Crane, Michael Curry, Lester Dixon,
Phil Dunning, Devin Edwards, Mary Satterlee Egglezos,
Al Folcher, Sally Foster, Lauren Halyak, Larry Head,
Claire Hoefer, Rusty Hollifield, Rick Holm, Joan Horvath,
Ann Huckaby, Ken Huckaby, Barbara Humphries, Dick
Humphries, Tot Hurteau, Shannon Johnson, Mary Kinard,
Donghee Lee, Mary Jo Lounsberry, Ben Marshall, Jan
Martin, Taylor Martin, Tony Messel, Jodi Molnar, Felicia
Montabano, Tony Moss, Perrin and Kendall Nicolson, Julia
Oates, Tim Oostdyk, Tony Owens, Joe Peek, Ginger Phillips,
Jack Pikiewicz, Butch Pittman, Cameron Prater, Roy Roe and
family, Randy Romberger, Madison Simpson, Carolyn Smyth,
Grayson Spring, Pamela Tatham, Nicholas Voyadgis, David
Watters, Linda Weatherred, Ellen Watters Wilkins, Patricia
Williams, and Justin Daniel Wyatt
FOR THESE PERSONS SERVING IN THE ARMED
FORCES: Halcott R. Carter (Navy), Christopher Guyne
(Air Force), Michael R. Hall (Air Force), Alex Holland
(Army), Tripp Lynn (Navy), Michael McCraw (Navy),
Friedan McLean (Air Force), Brian Parker (Navy), Wayne
Pennington (Army), Joshua Scybert (Army), John Watters
(Navy), and Russell Westenhaver (Army Special Forces)

We still have a few copies of the book, “Missing Pieces
Plan – Providing You and Your Loved Ones Peace of
Mind” by Jody Giles if you would like to purchase a
FOR THESE EXPECTANT COUPLES: Ruthie and Vic
copy. We also have the “Missing Pieces Plan Checklist” if Bailey; Jill and Stirling Bomar; Katie and Will Burris;
you would like to have one.
Margaret and Vann Evan; Kate and Taylor Fenter; Carter and
Please call Kit Jennings at 864-504-3689 or email
at kjennings@churchofadvent.org if you would like
additional information.

Geordy Johnson; Aaron and Elizabeth Moore Nelson; Faith
and Gary Pope; and Buck and Jean Marie Jennings Watkins
FOR THESE PERSONS WHO HAVE DIED: Moss Hayes,
David Kerschmar, Laura Hoke, and Linda Gosnell

For updates or additions to the Advent Prayer List, please
contact the Rev. Paula Griffin at 864-504-3686, 864-542-6650
or pgriffin@churchofadvent.org.
After-Office Hours for Pastoral Emergencies: Call 864-590-5602

141 Advent Street | Spartanburg SC | 29302
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Commission and Team Meetings
Wednesday, August 8		
12:30pm Outreach Commission
1:15pm St. Francis & St. Clare
Monday, August 13
5pm Advent Foundation Board
5:30pm Parish Life Commission
Tuesday, August 14 		
12:15pm ECW Board
3pm Liturgy Commission
6:15pm Stewardship Commission

Monday, August 20
5:30pm Adult Formation Comm.
5:30pm Parish Management
Thursday, August 23
4:45pm Music Committee
Tuesday, August 28
6:15pm Vestry

Year to Date Financial Summary – Through June 30, 2018
Total Pledges and Contributions: $892,370, which is 51% of our
annual budget, and is $6,688 more than our year-to-date goal.
Total Revenues: All Sources: $988,009, which is 51% of our annual
budget, and is $7,344 more than our year-to-date goal.
Total Expenses: $972,214, which is 51% of our annual budget, and is
$4,934 more than our budget to date.
Our 2018 budget is $1,921,480, over 90% of which is funded by your
pledges and contributions. Any and every amount helps! Online
giving is available at www.churchofadvent.org.
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2018 VESTRY MEMBERS

SENIOR WARDEN
Melissa Johnson (2020) | mdjohnson0101@gmail.com
JUNIOR WARDEN
Martha Schwartz (2019) | mwschwartz@charter.net
JUNIOR WARDEN-ELECT
Jim Little (2021) | jlittle2608@charter.net
VESTRY
Miller Brice (2019)| millerbrice@charter.net
David Bowdish (2019) | davidbowdish@bellsouth.net
Bill Coker (2019) | bill.coker@southstatewealth.com
Witney Fisher (2019) | witneyfisher@gmail.com
James Mullen (2019) | jmarkmullen10@gmail.com
Nancy Gage (2020) | nsgage@bellsouth.net
Brenda Lytle (2020) | bsevans38@gmail.com
Travis Moore (2020) | travis@upstatelawsc.com
John Price (2020) | thorprice22@gmail.com
Jean Dunbar (2021) | jeandunbar@att.net
Hugh James (2021) | hjames@charter.net
Clint Settle (2021) | clintsettle@scfbins.com
Bea Smith (2021) | beawsmith123@gmail.com
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Camp Ho Non Wah

Camp Ho Non Wah

Country Store Cooking

Country Store Cooking

Alaska Pilgrimage

Alaska Pilgrimage

Utah Pilgrimage

Utah Pilgrimage

Wacky Wednesdays

Wacky Wednesdays

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School

