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FRUSTRATED? TRY PRAYING.
It’s been about six months since Covid-19 really began to
get our attention. Back then, no one could see the road
ahead. No one could imagine that in September, we’d still
be waiting to see whether or not the infection rates,
hospitalization rates, and death rates will decrease to the
point where gathering will be safe again.
Those practicing the guidelines set forth by medical
experts in an effort to slow down and prevent the spread
of this devastating virus, feel frustrated and helpless
seeing pictures of large, unmasked, and densely packed
groups of people (of all ages). Those who are
unemployed, those who are finding it difficult to work
from home, those who are trying to figure out childcare
so that they can report to work also feel frustrated by the
seemingly disorganized efforts to keep the economy
going in the midst of this global pandemic.
Schools are doing what they can to educate and provide
constructive ways to help our children, youth, and young
adults develop, grow, and learn, all while trying to keep
everyone safe. Churches, synagogues, masques, and other
community organizations are striving to function as fully

as possible while implementing necessary safety
restrictions.
In so many ways, the Coronavirus Pandemic has forced
us to be creative, resourceful, and inventive. There’s been
a line I’ve used several times when discussing how the
virus is affecting the Church: “The best thing I can see
coming out of the Covid-19 crisis, is that it’ll bring the
Episcopal Church into the 20th Century!”
I say that in jest, of course. However, we’ve begun using
social media on a more consistent basis to reach out and
stay in touch with our members (and others). We’ve been
live streaming Sunday morning worship since April,
reaching more people with the message of the Gospel.
Zoom meetings have become a regular method of
holding meetings, classes, prayer groups, and more.
Hopefully, you’ve experienced God in new ways even
during this challenging time. There are deep and
meaningful opportunities in every situation to see God at
work. Jesus is still very much at the center of all we do as
people of faith, no matter the circumstances we find
continued on page 6
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Many thanks to Advent parishioners for responding to the
Safety Committee survey sent in late June. Two hundred
responses were received by July 3 as requested. Below are
results of the survey.
· Of those responding, 11.5% were age 41 and younger,
41% were age 42 to 64, and 47.5% were age 65 and
older.
· Responses to the question about length of
membership at the Advent showed 23.5% of
responders had been a member 10 years or less and
76.5% attending 11 years or more.
· 45% of those responding indicated they watched the
online services weekly; 46% watched occasionally.
· For the question of Worship Interest:
° 46.5%: I will return the first opportunity I am
given and gladly follow all recommended
public health decisions the Church of the
Advent implements to make worship safe for
everyone.
° 16.5%: I will wait several additional weeks
before I attend in-person worship at the
Church of the Advent regardless of any new
safety measures the Advent offers.
° 9.5%: It may be quite a while before I return
to in-person worship service.
° 9%: I will continue worshiping online for the
summer but undecided about the fall.
° 1.5%: I will not return to in-person worship if
I am required to follow Church of the Advent
recommended public health safeguards.
· When able to return to worship:
° 68% indicated they would attend the 10:15am
service
° 13.5% indicated the 8am service
° 12% were undecided
° 4.5% said they would continue to worship
online and not attend in-person.
· Concerning the question on worship restrictions:
° 94% would attend if no handshaking
° 89.5% agreed to hand cleaning prior to
entering the church for worship
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84.5% would attend in-person worship if face
masks were required.
° 83.5% agreed to family units being space at
least 6 feet apart
° 82% agreed to avoid all physical contact
° 72.5% would be okay with changed in worship
times to allow for additional cleaning between
services
° 66.5% would attend Holy Eucharist with no
bread and no wine offered
° 59.5% would attend a worship service in the
PCLC gym instead of the church.
° 57.5% would attend Holy Eucharist with
bread offered but no wine
° 55% would attend if no singing allowed during
the in-person service.
° 54.5% would sign a liability waiver prior to
attending
° 52.5% indicated they would attend if no
children’s chapel was offered
° 48.5% would attend in-person worship if
reservations were required
° 48.5% indicated they would attend if no
nursery was offered.
· 85% of responders indicated emails were the most
helpful source of information to stay connected to the
church; 52% said the daily devotionals on You Tube.
°

The Safety Committee met via Zoom on July 15 to review
the survey results and recommended an in-person
worship plan be written in order to be submitted to the
diocese, as required by the diocese at that time. Work was
begun on a plan for the Advent in July. Prior to
completing the plan, The Episcopal Diocese of Upper
South Carolina published new guidelines for worship and
gatherings during a time of pandemic on August 11, 2020.
We are in the process of understanding the new guidelines
in order to adjust and complete our plans to return to inperson worship, while continuing to offer live streaming
of the Sunday service.
Nancy Gage
Senior Warden
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MARY H. WRIGHT SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
Many thanks to everyone who helped support the
School Supplies drive for Mary H. Wright
Elementary school. Watch the weekly e-mails for
information about a fundraiser for a local nonprofit in September.

SEEKERS: The Seekers class will begin meeting on Sunday, September 20. Our first meeting will be a Kick-Off
Brunch. Cook up some yummy food and join us via Zoom at 11:15am. Sunglasses have been purchased for all class
members (see picture below). Sunglasses will be delivered to class members homes prior to the 20th. We hope you’ll
wear your fun glasses as we begin the year. The theme for this year is “Faith in Turbulent Times.” Class Coordinator,
Melissa Johnson, will be sending the schedule soon. She will also send a weekly e-mail with the Zoom link. If you are
not currently on the class roster and would like to be added, please contact Laura Bauknight at
lbauknight@churchofadvent.org .

GLEANERS: The Gleaners class continues to offer lessons on the weekly Lectionary via e-mail. If you would like to be
added to the class e-mail list, please contact Laura Bauknight at lbauknight@churchofadvent.org .
PARENTS IN COMMUNITY: Many thanks to the parents that responded to the e-mail about the plans for the Fall!
Several families signed up for weekly Family Faith Formation e-mails. If you have not signed up and would like to
receive weekly Formation for at-home, please contact Laura Bauknight at lbauknight@churchofadvent.org .
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THE “NEW” MUSIC PROGRAM AT THE CHURCH OF THE ADVENT – “YA GOTTA TRY!”
By now, many schools and universities have resumed in there’s still a small risk, singing can be done safely as
person instruction following a long hiatus caused by the long as people are spread apart by at least 10 feet, and as
current pandemic. Although several vocalists and
long as rehearsal spaces aren’t used for more than a half
instrumentalists have offered music at the Church of the hour. Singing outside and inside of the Parish Life
Advent over the past several months (for which I’ve
Center will be an experiment, but hopefully a good one!
been really grateful), I feel that now is the time for
Advent Toners (youth and adult handbells) musicians of all ages to gather in person again. Daily
Thursdays between 6:00 and 6:45 p.m. starting
COVID case numbers have been steadily decreasing,
September 10th; Parish Life Center Dining
and many people in the music ministry have expressed a Rooms. The “blue room” has been a fantastic rehearsal
desire to be back together. Sooooooo, the theme of the room for the Advent Toners, but it’s way too small for
2020-2021 music program is “Ya gotta try!” I’m
this current age of social distancing. Therefore we’re
resuming many ensembles after Labor Day, but things
going to meet in the Parish Life Center dining rooms
are going to be understandably different. The venues for with music stands spread at least six feet apart.
rehearsals will change, and even some of the ensembles Youth Choir (grades 6-12) – Sundays starting
will temporarily change their names. Here are the
September 13th; Choir Room of Pendleton
temporary changes to the music program:
Hall. Currently the youth choir is small enough to meet
Angel Choir (children grades K-1) – Parents have
in its usual space. However if the youth choir grows
expressed a desire to wait to see how their children’s
(which I hope it will), we will change the venue.
education is progressing. Therefore this group is
Cherub Choir (4 year olds): The Cherub Choir follows
suspended until October.
Advent Children’s Center activities. Where the ACC is
Junior “Chimers” (children grades 2-5) – Wednesdays temporarily suspending singing, the Cherub Choir will
between 5:15 and 6 pm starting September 9th;
be suspended until January.
Parish Life Center Dining Rooms. Known for many Gabriel’s Instruments (instrumental ensemble for
years as the “Junior Choir”, the “Junior Chimers” is a
grades 6-12) – “ad hoc” If you are in middle or high
new (and temporary) name for a children’s handchime
school and you’d like to play your instrument for liveensemble! Any child who joins the “Chimers” will get to streamed worship services, please call or e-mail me. I’d
play handchimes (which kids love), learn music theory, love for you to share your gift with the wider church
and play musical games outside, weather permitting.
community.
Enrollment will be limited to 8 children.
Carillonneurs’ Guild (adults who play the bells in the
Music & Christian Formation (open to adults) –
Cleveland Memorial Bell Tower) – If you would like to
Wednesdays between 6:15 and 6:45 p.m. starting
play the bells in the church’s historic bell tower, David
September 9th; Undercroft Large Room. Formed out Graham is available to coach you. Our bells are heard
of interest in new Christian Formation opportunities,
regularly on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays. They are
“Music and Christian Formation” is a class which will
a meaningful ministry to the community.
teach many aspects of music to adults, with everything
Masks will be required at rehearsals and social distancing
from the history of Anglican church music to music
theory. Although I will teach this class, guest musicians is a must. With the exception of the two youth groups,
any offerings from the musical ensembles will be
will be invited periodically to talk about their interests
prerecorded rather than live. This is because large
and passions. Space will be limited to 7 people.
numbers of musicians in small spaces are currently not
St. Cecilia Schola (adult choir) – Wednesdays
possible. Although the virus has completely changed
between 7:00 and 7:45 p.m. starting September 9th; how we live our lives, it is still possible to come together
Parish Life Center, indoors and outdoors. The most in community and share God’s love through music.
radical change this fall will be the attempt to reinstate
Space for these ensembles is limited. Avoid
singing during a pandemic. Initial studies showed that
disappointment and sign up today! Please call or e-mail
singing (when executed properly) severely spreads the
me at 504-3694 or bszafron@churchofadvent.org
virus. However, more recent studies show that while
Very sincerely, Brennan Szafron
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We are excited about our daily devotion series,
A Good & Joyful Thing. These are posted
every weekday. To access please see:
www.churchofadvent.org/worshiponline.

If you have any questions, please contact
the Rev. Paula Griffin at
pgriffin@churchofadvent.org
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The Episcopal Youth Community would like to
welcome our thirteen rising sixth grade students! Before
school began, we were able to meet at the Youth Center
to welcome several of these students. They learned more
about what to expect in activities and how we can be
accepting of everyone within the Episcopal Youth
Community. These students participated in the Prayer
Space where students were able to walk through stations
and examine their own lives and reflect on their
relationship with the world, God, others, and self.
Our 7th and 8th grade students met two weeks prior to
school to take part in the Prayer Space and to kick-off
the start of their Bible study groups. Many students have
said that they did not expect to take away as much

before-hand as they did. While using the Prayer Space
they realized how great it was to re-center.
To our students: as you go back in to a new school year
we want to remind you that The Holy Spirit goes before
you and walks with you. We are also here for you;
wearing a mask and remaining at a social distance. We
are working hard within the guidelines to schedule
activities accordingly that you all will love to participate
in.
We miss being with you and are praying that God will
provide peace socially and spiritually in your souls until
we see each other again. We love you all and God Bless
you! Zac & Caroline

“From the Rector” continued from page 1

the people and things you wish to bring before God. With a
deliberate effort to place yourself before God, the
frustration you might be experiencing (as I described
above) will begin to change into something new and even
life-giving. Prayer can do this very thing.

ourselves living in and through.
Prayer allows us to connect and be in communion with
God and each other. I’ll be sharing more about prayer in
sermons this month. We’ll also begin to use creative forms
of the Prayers of the People during our liturgy as allowed
by the Book of Common Prayer.

Prayer is a timeless gift and is at the root of every religious
tradition in existence. Prayer will never change in its
effectiveness. Prayer will, however, change us into people
The Holy Spirit continues to empower us and comfort us
who see and know the love, mercy, healing, and grace-filled
through prayer. If you haven’t been practicing (or have
love of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
never practiced) a disciplined approach to daily prayer, give reigns with the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.
it a try. Say your prayers boldly with specific and deliberate
God bless you. Ned+
intention. Set your timer for 15-20 minutes and focus on
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What might these teachings have meant to his disciples
and to the others who first heard them? How do they
enhance our reading of the rest of the Gospel of
Matthew, and how do they speak across the centuries to
listeners today? How, if we pay careful attention to his
words, does Jesus provide us a road map to living as God
would have us live? What might the words of the Lord’s
Prayer have conveyed to his initial followers, and why is
that historical information essential to the prayer two
During the first part of September, Women’s Bible Study millennia later? In Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner's Guide
will continue our study of Margaret Feinberg’s
to the Kingdom of Heaven, Dr. Amy-Jill Levine introduces
book, Scouting the Divine Beginning September 24, we
the major topics in the Sermon on the Mount, explains
explore the Sermon on the Mount - the most popular
historical and theological contexts, and shows how the
sermon ever delivered!
words of Jesus echo his Jewish tradition and speak
The Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5-7, contains some forward to reach hearts and minds today.
of Jesus’ most profound and most memorable teachings.
JOIN US ON THURSDAYS AT 10AM.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY WILL RESUME ON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 AT 7AM.
With the updated EDUSC Covid-19 Guidelines
still in place, we will hold our study with the option
of attending using Zoom (online video/audio
option) or 8-10 people may sign up to reserve a
spot to attend in person. Please stay tuned for an
email with information about how to reserve your
place.

BOOK AND BROWN BAG SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE
September 1

Chapters 4-5

September 8

Chapters 6-7

September 15

Chapters 8-9

September 22

Chapters 10-11

September 29

Chapter 12

Book & Brown Bag is led by Fr. Ned. It meets on Tuesdays at 12:15pm via
Zoom. Please contact Jeanelle Smith (jsmith@churchofadvent.org) if you have
any questions.
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Reserve your 30 minute spot! Sign up here! or please email or call Elisabeth Hayes (864)586-2150.
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AS OF AUGUST 26, 2020
THE DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER: St. Bartholomew’s, North Augusta
THE ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER: The Church of the Province of South East Asia
WE ARE ASKED TO REMEMBER THESE PARISHIONERS: Beverly Barrs, Gloria Bock, Allie Boyd, Cecil Brown,
Katie Burris, Mac Cates, Judith Chase, Terry Clark, Ted Conwell, John Dargan, John Davis, Phyllis Delapp, Dale Dixon,
Jim Elliott, Roy Ellis, Eddie Fargis, Bill Ferguson, Charles Gnerlich, Aly Goodwin, Ed Hall, Linda Hays, Bob Heim,
Nancy Holland, Jackie Hollis, Richard Hollis, Robert Hunt, Taft Hunt, Pinckney Irwin, Julian Josey, George Leamy,
Jesse Martin, Jim McCullough, Tania McDuffie, Glenn McGee, Kathleen McGee, Anne McIntyre, Iris Milhous,
Cynthia Moseley, Dinny Moses, Mark Mullen, Herb Neely, Marion Nichols, Julie Oates, Montgomery Oates, Jack Rutter,
Prudy Scott, Molly McCuen Sherard, Reddick Still, Allene Taylor, Susan Taylor, Ginger Watson, Joe Whisenant
AND FOR THESE PERSONS: Debbie Apoldo, Mandy Apoldo, Kelly Bacot, John Brady, Suzanne Wynn Brown,
Jim Burchfield, Jim Carlisle, Joann Carlisle, Mason Carlisle, Nancy Carlisle, Glen Carson, Danny Cash, Peach Collins,
Chase Comer, Aiden Rito Cope, Steve Crane, Charles DeMars, Devin Edwards, Talon Edwards, Jane Fernanders
Elizabeth Flowers, Al Folcher, Florence Watters Godfrey, Travis Green, Donnie and Lynn Haus, MacKenzie Hines,
Fergie Horvath, Joan Horvath, Julian Horvath, Ken Huckaby, Barbara Humphries, Dick Humphries, Jan Hunter, John,
Peggy Karpick, Gloria Kiriakides, John Lane, Donghee Lee, Kevin Maffey, Carroll and David McCullough,
Hermine Bunny Martin, Tony Messel, Aidan Milanowicz, Jean Gray Drake Mohs, Bob Monkouski, Joyce & Mario P.,
Sarah Nealy, Bobbie Parrish, Mark Priebe, Philomena Raines, Cheryl Reynolds, David Rowland, Denise Shoop,
Grayson Spring, Stephanie Stewart, Mickey Suarez, Robert Swager, Betty Thrower, Amoret Brown Tully,
Nicholas Voyadgis, Peter Waid, Deborah Worley, Justin Daniel Wyatt

FOR THESE PERSONS SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Michael Brooks Bock (Army), Halcott R. Carter (Navy),
Maren W. Catolico (Army National Guard), Lundon Dudley (Army), Henry M. Graham (Army National Guard),
Christopher Guyne (Air Force), Michael R. Hall (Air Force), Alex Holland (Army), Jason Kopp (Navy), Tripp Lynn (Navy),
Morgan Milanowicz (Army), Travis Moore (Army National Guard), Michael McCraw (Navy), Wayne Pennington (Army),
Joshua Scybert (Army), Keytrick Thompson (Army), John Watters (Navy), Russell Westenhaver (Army Special Forces)
FOR THIS EXPECTANT COUPLE: Caroline and Donnie Stinson
FOR THE BIRTH OF THIS CHILD: Hampton Ray Catolico, son of Maren and Ian Catolico

FOR THESE PERSONS WHO HAVE DIED: Cibby Krell, Harry Shinn III, George Leamy, Marion Nichols, Louis Miller
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Giving Link in the top right corner. Or text “MYADVENT” to 73256.
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