October 30, 2022
Season of Stewardship
Reformation Sunday
10:30 A.M.
Responding to God’s love and grace, we WORSHIP with joy, NURTURE with faith, and SERVE others with love.

LIFE OF THE CHURCH
OPENING VOLUNTARY

Chorale-Prelude on EIN FESTE BURG
Edwin Walker, Organist

Dietrich Buxtehude

(1637-1707)

*CALL TO WORSHIP | Responsively
We gather as a community of faith:
To remember our roots as beloved children of God.
We gather as a community of love:
To meet Christ and to follow in his footsteps.
We gather as a community of hope:
To listen to the Spirit’s call for this new season in our life together.
Let us worship the Triune God!

*HYMN OF THE REFORMATION | “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

Glory to God 275

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION | Unison
From Call to Worship
God of Transformation
we confess that we are stuck in our ways,
resistant to change that would draw us closer to you
and to the beloved community you intend.
We refuse to hear your Spirit who calls out to us in truth.
We seek freedom for ourselves,
ignoring the oppression of others.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Forgive our waywardness, our negligence,
and our inability to receive good news and act upon it.
Grant that we may live our lives through the faith we have in Jesus.
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS | Responsively
Beloved, we are justified by grace through faith.
In all things, our gracious God offers us salvation.
Believe the good news:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Alleluia, amen.
*Please rise in body or spirit

*GLORIA PATRI | “Praise the Lover of Creation”

LAUDA ANIMA
Text by Brian Wren

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
TIME FOR TINY THEOLOGIANS

Pastor Rosy

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
EPISTLE READING

2 Thessalonians 1: 1-4, 11-12

NRSV OT Pg. 205-206

To the Thessalonians: I give thanks for your faith and pray for you.

GOSPEL READING

Luke 19:1–10

Zacchaeus, a tax collector, wants to see Jesus; Jesus visits his home.

SERMON

*HYMN OF RESPONSE | “Be Thou My Vision”

NRSV NT Pg.82

Rev. Rosy Robson McCreary

Glory to God 450

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FOR REFORMATION SUNDAY | Unison
Nicene Creed

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins;
Apostles’ Creed, 2.3

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Scots Confession, 3.01

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, distinct in three persons:
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to whom alone we must cleave,
and in whom alone we put our trust.

*PCUSA

The Heidelberg Catechism, 4.001

We believe that we belong – body and soul, in life and in death –
not to ourselves but to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.
The Second Helvetic Confession, 5.029

We believe that all things are governed by the Providence of God.
The Westminster Confession of Faith, 6.039

We believe that the Lord our God was pleased to make
a second covenant of grace, wherein he freely
offered unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ.
The Westminster Shorter Catechism, 7.001

We believe that the chief end of humankind is to glorify God,
and to enjoy God forever.
The Westminster Larger Catechism, 7.117

We believe that there is but one only, the living and true God.
God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being,
glory, blessedness and perfection, all-sufficient,
eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, everywhere present, almighty,
knowing all things, most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful
and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.
The Theological Declaration of Barmen, 8.26

The church’s commission, upon which its freedom is founded,
consists in delivering the message of the free grace of God
to all people in Christ’s stead, and therefore in the ministry
of his own Word and work through sermon and Sacrament.
The Confession of 1967, 9.32

We believe that the life, death, resurrection,
and promised coming of Jesus Christ
has set the pattern for the church’s mission.
The Confession of Belhar, 10.3

We believe that unity is both a gift
and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ.
Through the work of God’s Spirit, unity is a binding force.
At the same time, unity must be earnestly pursued and sought.
Our unity must become visible to the world.
Ibid, 10.3

We believe that separation and hatred between people
and groups is sin, already conquered by Christ.
Anything threatening our unity has no place in the church.
A Brief Statement of Faith, 11.5, 11.6

With believers in every time and place
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Composed of excerpts from the creeds, catechisms,
and confessions of the PCUSA.
Compiled by Susan Carter Wiggins.
Reprinted with permission of the Presbyterian Outlook.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER | Unison
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever.
Amen.
CALL FOR OFFERING/MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP
OFFERTORY

“St. Patrick’s Hymn” (5th Century)
The Sanctuary Choir, Ralph Stannard, Director
Edwin Walker, Pianist

Dan Forrest
(b. 1978)

May the strength of God pilot us,
May the wisdom of God instruct us,
May the hand of God protect us,
May the word of God direct us.
Be always ours this day and for evermore.
*DOXOLOGY | “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Glory to God 608

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
*CLOSING HYMN | “Will You Come and Follow Me”

Glory to God 726

*BENEDICTION
*SUNG BENEDICTION | “I Come With Joy”

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Chorale-Prelude on EIN FESTE BURG
Edwin Walker, Organist

Glory to God 515

Johann Pachelbel

(1653-1706)

Across Europe, the Roman Catholic Church was engaged in one
of the greatest fundraisers in all of history. If a person – out of
contrition for their sins and as a sign of repentance – made a
financial gift to help with the building of Saint Peter’s Basilica in
Rome, then the church would furnish that person with a
certificate acknowledging that gift and promising that they or
their loved ones would be freed from a portion of the misery
expected in the afterlife. In short, the church at that time taught
that even those bound for heaven had to be cleansed of their
earthly sins and this cleansing (purging) in the afterlife took place
in a place called Purgatory. The certificates offered by the church
(called “Indulgences”) promised to lessen this time of cleansing
for oneself or others who have already died. There were some
very nuanced explanations of this practice at the time. And there
were other very crass explanations that basically amounted to
people paying to be forgiven. November 1st was an important day
for the selling and buying of these indulgences, known as
All Saints Day on the church’s calendar. The day before a German Monk named Martin Luther posted a list of 95 Theses – 95 reasons that he objected to this practice of selling indulgences. Along with
other writings by Martin Luther, those 95 Reasons went viral. Luther insisted that we are not
forgiven because of anything we do – including the buying of Indulgences or doing enough good
work. Instead, we are forgiven because of who God is. We are loved and forgiven because God is full
of grace and mercy. His teachings and writings got Martin Luther kicked out of the church. But he
didn’t go alone. Others agreed with him, and after his death those who agreed with Luther became
known as Lutherans or Protestants. Every Protestant church traces their roots back to this moment
in history.
Published by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Permission to print granted by the ELCA

The church reformed, always reforming

Sunday, October 30
Nursery: 9 – 11:30 am, Infants through Kindergarten
Adult Sunday School Coffee Class: 9:00 am, A111
Present Word Class: 9:00 am, A109
Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 am
Worship – In Person, YouTube and Facebook: 10:30 am
Monday, October 31
P.E.O. Chorus Rehearsal: 1:00 pm, Chapel
Book Discussion Group: 2:00 pm, Library

Fill this out , tear it off, and leave it in the
offering plate if you plan to attend the
Stewardship Celebration lunch after worship
on November 13th. $10/plate.
We would love to see you there!

Name:____________________________
How many will be in your party:_______

Tuesday, November 1
Tuesday Morning Prayer Group: 6:30 am
Tuesday Morning Bible Study: 10:00 am, Library
Staff Meeting: 11:00 am, Conference Room
Pastor’s Bible Study: 4:00 pm, Zoom
Wednesday, November 2
Sometimers: 8:00 am
Morning Circle: 9:45 am, Heritage Hall
Handbell Rehearsal: 5:50 pm
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal: 7:30 pm
Thursday, November 3
Art Therapy: 10:00 am, C113
Tai Chi: 10:00 am, Fellowship Hall
P.E.O. Meeting: 6:30 pm, Heritage Hall
Friday, November 4
First Friday Parent Evening Out: 6:00 pm

Sunday, November 6- DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Nursery: 9 – 11:30 am, Infants through Kindergarten
Adult Sunday School Coffee Class: 9:00 am, A111
Present Word Class: 9:00 am, A109
Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 am
Worship – In Person, YouTube and Facebook: 10:30 am
Grace Community Presbyterian Fellowship: 1:00 pm, Chapel
YAMs Game Night: 5:00 pm
*Events listed in blue indicate that one of our Community Partners is using our facilities

