
Did you know that 190 

of our members have 

been a part of FPC for 25 

years or more? Some have 

actually been active 

(adult) members for al-

most 60 years! On Octo-

ber 13 we will celebrate 

the long history and tradi-

tions of FPC Richardson. 

On that Sunday, we will 

have many of our histori-

cal treasures out on dis-

play and will use some of 

these special pieces dur-

ing both worship services.  

But that is not all! We 

will also mark a significant 

moment in the life of this 

congregation as we say 

goodbye to the blue hym-

nal that we have used 

since 1990. It will be re-

placed with the new Pres-

byterian hymnal, “Glory to 

God”, which we will dedi-

cate on that Sunday.  

Of course, what makes 

a church are the people! 

We hope to see everyone 

at worship on October 13, 

as we celebrate new 

members, long-time 

members, and everyone in

-between. If you know 

someone who has been a 

part of this congregation, 

but has not been to 

church in a while, please 

extend a special invitation 

to them. We would love to 

see the whole congrega-

tion gathered for this 

homecoming service. 

Where will God take us 

over the next 25, 60, or 

143 years? We don’t know, 

but we are confident that 

God has an amazing plan. 

Come be part of it! 

The Hospitality Minis-

try will host a Brunch fol-

lowing worship. The menu 

is a breakfast casserole, 

fruit, and muffins. The 

cost is $3 per person and 

reservations are re-

quired. Call the church 

office, 972-235-2316 or 

note in the Friendship Pad 

by October 6.  

If any members of the 

congregation have old 

family Bibles they would 

like to share on the his-

toric display tables, please 

bring them to the church 

office by Saturday, Octo-

ber 12 when we will set up 

the displays. 

If you can put a card by 

your Bible with a little his-

tory, it will make it more 

interesting. Call Paula 

Dardaganian if you have 

questions. 

Heritage Sunday, October 13 
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The FPC Children’s Choir has 

been rehearsing for three weeks 

now and they are busy preparing 

special music for our Children’s 

Sabbath worship service on Sun-

day, October 20. The choir in-

cludes children in pre-school and 

kindergarten up through the third 

grade—quite a diverse age group-

ing. But believe it or not the chil-

dren, in spite of their age differ-

ence all get along very well with 

each other. The older ones look 

out for the younger ones and the 

younger ones look up to the older 

ones and enjoy getting to do 

what the “older” kids 

do. The mixture works 

well and it’s their love 

of music that binds 

them together.  

One of the songs 

they enjoy singing 

deals with the parable 

of Jesus that talks 

about planting good 

seed on good ground. When 

looking at a song for the first time 

I always ask the children what the 

song is talking about 

and I’m always im-

pressed, and some-

times amused, with 

their answers. One of 

newest singers, Elliot 

White, when asked 

what this particular 

parable was talking 

about, told me exactly what it 

meant. I asked her where she 

learned that and she said, in no 

uncertain terms, “Sunday 

School.” Most impressive! 

Our Sunday school teachers 

are so important to the life of our 

church. Our education 

and continued learning 

about Christianity 

shouldn’t stop in grade 

school. We always think 

it important that our 

children need to learn 

about our faith but we 

adults often stop going 

at some point with the 

self- justification that perhaps we 

know it all. I have shared the fol-

lowing story several times about 

the time I was teaching the 

“What it Means to be a Presbyte-

rian” class. Halfway through my 

first lesson I realized just how 

different the thinking and believ-

ing was among several long time 

Christians in regards to the Doc-

trine of the Trinity and the Doc-

trine of Election.  

Now these two particular lofty 

subjects are difficult to compre-

hend and I have grown in my own 

understanding about them over 

time, but I wouldn’t have done so 

if I hadn’t attended Sunday 

school along the way. The easy 

road would have been to just go 

through life secure in my lim-

ited understanding of these 

and other subjects close to a 

Presbyterian’s heart. But 

that’s not the Presbyterian 

way, and we, by nature are a 

most inquisitive lot. We draw 

closer to God and each other, 

and we deepen our journey 

of faith through our corporate 

worship. We also increase our 

understanding of God’s nature 

through a corporate learning en-

vironment—Sunday school. It’s 

great to read books on theology 

and faith, and I do that all the 

time, but without the human in-

teraction and discussion with 

other inquisitive souls, it be-

comes simply a mundane aca-

demic exercise, and not the on-

going transforming faith experi-

ence that God desires for us.  

FPC offers an array of subjects 

that are taught in our Sunday 

school classes for all ages each 

and every week and by wonderful 

teachers who spend hours pre-

paring lessons in order to provide 

you new insights and new ways of 

looking at things. Some of the 

classes are sequential, some are 

seasonal, some meet weekly, 

some meet monthly, and still 

others are designed so that you 

can simply drop in and join the 

discussion without any prior 

preparation. Why don’t you con-

sider trying out a Sunday class 

here at FPC but I warn you—

learning deepens your faith and 

can be terribly habit forming! 

Grace and Peace, 

Ralph 

FPC has a lost and found drawer 

in the office—lots of lost reading 

glasses and umbrellas and even 

two cell phones. Two other items 

are special: a King James Bible in 

a carrying case and a James 

Avery bookmark. If you know the 

owners or are the owners, please 

call the church office with the 

information so we can send them 

home. 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 

Found! 
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Fourth Quarter 

I have enjoyed watch-

ing a lot of football lately. 

Well, that is not entirely 

true. I have enjoyed keep-

ing up with the scores of 

some of my favorite 

teams. With all of the dif-

ferent channels that are 

broadcasting football 

games these days, I don’t always 

have the right credentials to 

watch the game I want on the 

screen I want. Often I have to 

resort to just watching the score, 

using an app on my phone or (in 

extreme cases) tuning in to some 

crackling radio show to hear the 

play-by-play. 

What I have become keenly 

aware of these days, as I have 

been tuning into these gridiron 

games, is that contests are either 

won or lost in the final quarter. 

Sometimes a team just runs out 

of steam. Sometimes a team 

comes from behind to dominate 

an opponent. Sometimes the 

quality coaching evaporates 

when the pressure is on. But 

without a doubt, it is always in 

the fourth quarter that the best 

part of the game is played.  

Over the past month or so, as 

we have journeyed through many 

of Luke’s gospel texts during wor-

ship, I have been noticing the 

sense of urgency that Luke con-

veys. It is like he is intent on get-

ting the message across that now 

is the time to give it our all. It just 

so happens that these gospel les-

sons have all been a precursor to 

the fourth quarter of the year. 

That’s right! Luke has been giving 

us a pep-talk be-

fore we enter into 

the most active 

time of the year.  

In the coming days 

and months, we 

will celebrate 

World Communion 

Sunday, Heritage 

Sunday, Children’s 

Emphasis Sunday, Reformation 

Sunday, and All Saints Sunday. 

Our stewardship campaign will 

soon kick off and focus on the 

ways we share what we have as 

well as the ways we invite others 

to the table. And then in Decem-

ber, we will turn our attentions 

toward Advent and Christmas. It 

is an exciting part of the year, in 

part because we have so many 

ways to actively participate in the 

life of the church, and in part be-

cause we tend to see so many of 

our members return from travels 

and visits to other places. We 

have a new Sunday worship ser-

vice at 8 a.m. and we will soon 

have new hymnals to add to our 

playbook. You could say that, 

during this fourth quarter, our 

goal is to have the whole team 

geared up and ready to play to 

the best of our ability. 

The unfortunate reality is that 

there are always some who feel 

like they have been left on the 

bench or just not selected to play. 

It should be our goal, as the body 

of Christ, to make sure that all of 

our members have a job to do. 

Each member must do their part, 

so that the whole body can func-

tion like a team, at top capacity. 

This year, we will incorporate a 

time and talent survey into the 

stewardship drive. This will be 

one way that we, as a congrega-

tion, can assess the changing 

mission and opportunities that lie 

before us. Can you imagine what 

an impact this congregation 

would have on the world, if every 

member was actively involved in 

ministry? 

That is what we are called to, 

whether we are young or old, 

able-bodied or restricted by our 

physical conditions. The Church is 

called to be actively involved in 

mission, in sharing the good 

news, and in worshiping the God 

who loves us—wherever we are, 

whoever we are. Whether we 

know it or not, we have all been 

selected by God, to be first-

string, starting players. Now is 

the time to listen carefully for the 

play to be called.  

We continue to believe, as we 

have for centuries, that the best 

way to keep an ear open for 

God’s instruction is by reading 

and listening to the Bible. 

Through study and through the 

personal reflection of God’s word, 

we are transformed into the peo-

ple that God made us to be. 

Through Sunday School classes 

and Bible Studies, God’s plans are 

opened up to us in ways that we 

would not have guessed possible. 

Through personal devotional 

time, we carry on conversations 

with the One who wrote the book 

on “life that really is life.”  

If you don’t currently have a 

group that you study with (a Sun-

day School class, Faith Sharing 

Continued on page 4 
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Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance (PDA) is responding to the 

Western United States flooding, 

where heavy rain has caused se-

vere flooding in Colorado and 

adjacent states. The rare flooding 

has destroyed or damaged more 

than 17,500 homes and 1,000 

businesses. The government has 

declared the Colorado flooding a 

major disaster. 

Twenty-three shelters, includ-

ing the Highland Presbyterian 

Camp and Conference Center 

near Estes Park, Colorado, are 

housing thousands of families 

displaced by the flooding. News 

reports as of September 17 indi-

cated eight people dead and 580 

people unaccounted for. At least 

one person died from flooding in 

New Mexico, and an unknown 

number of New Mexico residents 

had to evacuate after flood wa-

ters broke through dams. 

PDA is there with spiritual 

support and caregivers who un-

derstand and are trained for the 

unique challenges of those going 

through disaster. 250 Gift of the 

Heart cleanup buckets have been 

sent to Longmont, Colorado, to 

help those returning home as 

they begin the daunting task of 

cleanup. 

PDA will coordinate volunteer 

teams which are vital and make 

rebuilding possible for those 

most in need. In the weeks, 

months, and years that follow, 

PDA will remain—helping with 

the long-term recovery.  

What You Can Do 

Give.  Financial gifts are al-

ways needed in disaster situa-

tions. You can give online or give 

through FPC (designate your gift 

for DR000015 – Western U.S. 

Flooding). You can also text 

“PDA” to 20222 to donate $10 

through your phone bill. 

Act.  Gift of the Heart cleanup 

buckets are often needed follow-

ing flooding situations, and hy-

giene kits are often used when 

people are in shelters. Learn how 

to assemble and ship the kits. 

Volunteer work teams will be 

needed to help with cleanup and 

rebuilding. Contact the PDA Call 

Center at 866- 732-6121 or by 

email to let us know of your 

team’s interest, skills, and avail-

ability.  

Pray.  Please pray that 

through the response of the faith 

community, the people and com-

munities affected by flooding in 

the Western United States and 

those offering assistance will be 

reminded of the faithful hope 

that is found in Christ. 

step in this ongoing debate will 

be a court hearing, just about the 

time this newsletter goes to print.  

While there are many issues 

and angles involved in this case, 

our faithful response should be 

the same whether we agree with 

one party or the other. Please 

pray for the leadership, mem-

bers, and staff at HPPC. Also, 

please pray for the leadership, 

members, and staff of Grace 

Presbytery. May God’s peace and 

ministry prevail! 

group, or friends that gather on a 

regular basis to discuss some as-

pect of faith), I encourage you to 

start one or find one. At the very 

least, commit to reading scripture 

regularly. We are “people of the 

book”, after all. And get ready for 

this fourth quarter! It is going to 

be an exciting one! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor David 

Pastor’s Page 
Continued from page 3 

As I am sure many of you have 

heard, Grace Presbytery and 

Highland Park Presbyterian 

Church are currently engaged in a 

legal debate over the property 

rights of HPPC. This issue has 

surfaced as HPPC has begun a 

discernment process to deter-

mine whether or not that congre-

gation will remain within the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) or 

seek out another Presbyterian 

denomination. Interested parties 

may find statements from HPPC 

and Grace Presbytery on their 

respective websites. The next 

PDA: Western States Flooding 

Prayers for the Presbytery and HPPC 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Mission Partner Lunch Conversa-

tion Gathering at Presbyterian 

Mission Center, October 10 

On Thursday, October 10, 

Grace Presbytery will host a lunch 

conversation with the Rev. Ka-

bala Mboyamba, keynote 

speaker for the PC(USA) Congo 

Mission Network Gathering. Rev 

Kabala Mboyamba is Director for 

the Department of Evangelism 

for the Communaute Presbyteri-

enne au Congo (CPC), which has 

approximately 2 million members 

and over 1,000 churches.  

 The Rev. Mboyamba believes 

that evangelism is "the engine" of 

the church. He also believes that 

having a good personal witness 

(being honest, trustworthy, etc.) 

is essential for people to know 

the love and grace of God.  

 Reservations thru Grace Pres-

bytery are required. Questions, 

please contact Joanna Kim at 

joanna@gracepresbytery.org 

  

Dr. Tala Jarjour -  

Guest Lecturer on Syria, Religion 

and Music, October 19 

 Saturday, October 19  

Presbyterian Mission Center 

Lunch: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Reservations thru Grace Pres-

bytery are required. 

 Tala Jarjour grew up in Da-

mascus, where she was a mem-

ber of the Presbyterian Church 

(known there as the National 

Evangelical Church). She studied 

violin performance at conserva-

toire in Damascus before she 

came to this country for more 

music studies. When she returned 

to Syria with a Master of Music 

she initiated a music ministry pro-

gram for the National Evangelical 

Synod of Syria and Lebanon 

where a group of talented youth 

recorded the first local CD of 

original compositions. She then 

moved to England where she 

joined Emmanuel United Re-

formed Church. Pursuing her pas-

sion for Christian music and the 

Middle East, she wrote a PhD in 

ethnomusicology at the univer-

sity of Cambridge on Syriac 

chant, an ancient oral tradition 

still sung in Aramaic. She now 

teaches music at the University of 

Notre Dame. 

lent to a beginning teacher’s 

salary in Thailand. 

• A food allowance to include 

meals eaten at the school 

during school days. 

• Housing on campus (or hous-

ing with an allowance for 

transportation, if housing is 

further than one kilometer 

from campus) 

• Laundry service or an allow-

ance for laundry. 

• Legal documents required for 

living in and working in Thai-

land, to include a work per-

mit, a renewable one-year 

visa, and others as needed. 

During the Presbytery meet-

ing in September, I attended a 

break out session given by the 

Director of Christian Volunteers 

in Thailand, Sharon Bryant. Basi-

cally she was recruiting English 

teachers. There are only three 

requirements to participate in 

this volunteer opportunity: a col-

lege degree, the ability to speak 

the English language, and a com-

mitment of two years. There are 

twenty five (25) schools in this 

program sized from 100 to 6,200 

students. Every CVT volunteer 

will receive the following: 

• A monthly allowance equiva-

• An orientation to Thai life and 

culture, including an introduc-

tion to Thai language and poli-

cies of the CCT Education Minis-

try and its schools. 

• A supportive team of advisors at 

the school. 

For more information or to apply, 

go to: 

www.teachingenglishinthailand.org, 

or e-mail: christianvolunteersinthai-

land@yahoo.com. 

Two Opportunities 

Volunteer in Thailand                              by Frankie Markham 
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Volunteer your time, your treats, 

and even the trunk of your car 

for Trunk or Treat on Sunday, 

October 27, from 4 – 6 p.m. You 

can decorate your car, donate 

candy and baked goods — or 

just show up to help out and 

have a scary good time. Sign up 

at the volunteer table in the visi-

tation area, or for more informa-

tion, contact  Kelli Geyer  or 

Nancy Jo Freeman. 

All-Church Work Day 
Fall cleaning day is here! Join us 

Saturday, October 12, from 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. There are all kinds 

of jobs to be done: big, little, in-

side, outside, easy, not so easy—

something for 

everyone. We will 

also be changing 

out the old hym-

nals for the new 

ones. Lunch will 

be provided. 

 

Solos 
Come and join us for good fun 

and fellowship on Tuesday, Octo-

ber 8, at 11:45 a.m. at Applebee’s 

Restaurant on Beltline Rd, east of 

Plano Road. Hope to see you 

there. For more details call Betty 

Kastendieck. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
All women are invited to attend 

Bible study each Tuesday morn-

ing at 10 a.m. in Room A 111 near 

the Chapel. The new study is 

“Women in the Bible” led by 

Susan Johnson. Pictured at right 

and below are some of the mem-

bers of the group. They would 

love to have you join them. 

Sponsored by Empty Nesters – Everyone Invited! 

Save the Date – Saturday, October 26 

1 p.m. ‘til whenever? 

LAKE PARTY at the GRIMES’ LAKE HOUSE 

 RSVP by Sunday, October 20 to  

bill@fpcrichardson.org 

Emeritus Program Health Series 2013  

Aging: Challenges, Changes, and Opportunities 

Richland College is offering this seven week course on Thursdays, Oc-

tober 3—November 14, 11:30-1:00. Topics include: Palliative Care, 

Alzheimer’s, Hospice, Exercise and Aging, Navigating Senior Care, 

Legal Directives, and Medical Directives. A flyer  is posted on the bul-

letin board in the office area. Brown bag lunches may be brought to 

the lectures. The course number is 854045 and the cost is $24. To reg-

ister call 972-238-6147 or 972-238-6145. 

Events and Opportunities 
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♥ Bill Frank 

♥ Reed Jordan (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  
♥ Darlene Klein (Colleen Oates’ 

mother) 

♥ Barbara Ann Lindorm 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Dee Rivers 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ The family and friends of 

Lisa Stefanacci who died on 

September 23. Lisa is a con-

nection of Katy Rigler. 

♥ Leigh Godecke and family 

on the death of his mother, 

Sue, on September 24. 

Leigh is the son-in-law of 

Bev and Wayne Hughes. 

♥ The family and friends of 

Anne Healy’s friend, Jinni 

Degenhart, who died on 

September 30.  

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Lea Perkins 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Annie Kribbs 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Marvin Katz 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Susan Bellah Starling 

♥ Jackie Way 

At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Jacob Aultz 

Sunday, October 13 
☺ Barrett 

Hammontree 

☺ Chris Long 

☺ Jessica McCormack 

Monday, October 14 
☺ Ruth Brink 

☺ Janet McCormack 

☺ Cliff Way 

☺ Kristen Yarbou 

Tuesday, October 15 
☺ Jim Hughes 

Wednesday, October 16 
☺ Jessica Harrison 

Thursday, October 17 
☺ Tom Ackerman 

Friday, October 18 

Saturday, October 19 

Sunday, October 20 

Monday, October 21 
☺ Carol Asplund 

Tuesday, October 22 
☺ Carolyn Burres 

Wednesday, October 23 
☺ Lindy Gotts 

☺ Anne Healy 

Thursday, October 24 
☺ Cheryl Dowling 

World Communion Sunday 
Celebrate on October 6, when we join 

to worship with the Taiwanese Presby-

terian Church of Dallas and hear the 

Rev. Dr. Theodore J. Wardlaw, Presi-

dent of Austin Presbyterian Theologi-

cal Seminary. World Communion Sun-

day is a good time to pray for peace in 

the world. 

Best Wishes! 
Steven Jeffcoat and Anne 

McPharlin were married on Sep-

tember 20, in Colorado 

Springs, Colorado. Ste-

ven is the son of Gloria 

Jeffcoat and Ann is the 

sister of Amy Paschal 

and sister-in-law of 

Mike Paschal. 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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☺ Katie Haun 

☺ Jeff Roberts 

Friday, October 25 

Saturday, October 26 
☺ Homer Cotham 

☺ Brandon 

Youngblood 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

6 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

             Communion 

12:00  Worship Min. 

Blood Drive 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Children’s Cmte 

8 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

11:45  Solos 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

 

 

 

7:00  Hospitality Min 

9 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

10 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

All-Church 

Work Day 

13 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Brunch 

Hymnal Dedication 
 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

16 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

17 
 

10:00  Art Therapy 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00  Mission Min 

          Wordsmything 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

20 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12  Session 

 

5:00  Book Club 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

23 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

12:45 Shufflers 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

24 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

26 
 

 

Empty Nesters 

October 2013 


