
A simple prayer: "Lord, 

even as we enjoy the Su-

per Bowl football game, 

help us be mindful of 

those who are without a 

bowl of soup to eat" is 

inspiring a youth-led 

movement to help hungry 

and hurting people around 

the world. 

 

This prayer, delivered by 

Brad Smith, then a semi-

nary intern serving at 

Spring Valley Presbyterian 

Church in Columbia, SC, 

gave birth to an idea. Why 

not use Super Bowl week-

end, a time when people 

come together for football 

and fun, to also unify the 

nation for a higher good: 

collecting dollars and 

canned food for the 

needy? Youth could col-

lect donations at their 

schools and churches in 

soup pots, and then send 

every dollar DIRECTLY to 

a local charity of THEIR 

choice. That was 1990. 

Since then, ordinary 

young people have gener-

ated an extraordinary 

more than $90 million for 

soup kitchens, food banks 

and other charities in 

communities across the 

country. In addition, hun-

dreds of thousands of 

youth have experienced 

for themselves the joy and 

satisfaction of giving and 

serving, inspiring people 

of all ages to follow their 

generous example. 

 

On February 2 we will 

be collecting money for  

the Souper Bowl of Car-

ing.  Watch for more infor-

mation in the ePress.   

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Congregational Meeting 

The Annual Congrega-

tional meeting is sched-

uled for January 26 after  

the worship service. Make 

plans to attend. 
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A couple of weeks ago I was 

talking with someone before the 

10:30 service and they said some-

thing quite interesting, “Wouldn’t 

it be great to know what Jesus 

was like as a child?” The com-

ment was interesting to me be-

cause here we were, heading to-

ward Christmas, getting ready to 

welcome the baby Jesus, and this 

person was already wondering 

what Jesus must have been like 

as a child and even as a teenager. 

In the midst of a season that 

tells of angels visiting Jesus’ par-

ents, mysterious stars in the sky 

pointing the way to a manger, 

and nativity scenes that often 

portray a glowing halo over the 

Son of God, this person was won-

dering what Jesus must have 

really been like. We all know that 

Jesus was fully human, but some-

times it is easy to for-

get, especially at 

Christmas. It is hard for 

us to imagine a Jesus 

that cried and needed 

his diaper changed, or 

one that ran around in 

the streets playing ball 

and laughing with 

friends. It is even 

harder to imagine a Jesus who 

may have had to do chores and 

pouted about it, fought with his 

brothers and sisters, and that had 

to be threatened if he didn’t 

comb his hair on special occa-

sions. 

The fact is we know very little 

about Jesus as a child other than 

he was fully human. It was a gift 

for me to reminded of that a few 

days before Christmas. Being 

reminded did not take the magic 

away from the season, in-

stead it made me more 

aware of how precious the 

gift is that we were given. 

The stories we do have, the 

stories recorded in the Bible, 

show us that the center of 

Jesus’ adult proclamations 

was the coming reign of 

God. Jesus enacted that 

reign in very human and anticipa-

tory ways by showing us his own 

love of God, and what the free-

dom to bless the poor, heal the 

sick, extend forgiveness, and 

share fellowship with sinners 

looks like. The significance of the 

full humanity of Jesus exists in his 

unconditional love of God and in 

his shockingly inclusive love of 

others; that is truly, magical. 

Peace and Many Blessings, 

Rev. Katy 

Hoping you have wandered 

around the church and enjoyed the 

Advent quilt display that the Arts 

Alive Ministry organized. Many of the 

quilts have tags with short histories 

that are fascinating. 

Musings          by Rev. Katy Rigler 

Advent Quilt Display  
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Happy New Year 

I write this short letter to you 

from the campus of Columbia 

Presbyterian Theological Semi-

nary. This is probably the last 

time that I will attend classes on 

this campus because (after this 

current class) I have basically fin-

ished my residential coursework. 

Over the next year, I will take a 

couple of other classes but they 

will not be here. Then there is a 

dissertation to finish. This has 

certainly made me think back 

over my Doctor of Ministry pro-

gram and what I have learned. 

The class that I am currently 

taking is on Genesis. Each day my 

class gathers to delve into the 

deep, rich, Hebrew text. I am lov-

ing it. It is not often that a pastor 

has the opportunity to study 

scripture with others who have 

taken Hebrew and Greek. The 

original language adds another 

dimension to the stories that we 

all know so well.  

I have been particularly inter-

ested in how the 

book of Genesis 

treats time. Some-

times, the passage 

of time provides for 

the structure of the 

story. Sometimes 

the passage of time 

is only to move the accounts 

along to the next important 

stage. Time is both precious and 

ephemeral. 

In this new year, our congre-

gation is going to start looking at 

the gift of time, and how we can 

best be good stewards of it. Much 

of this discussion may come from 

the Stewardship Committee, as 

we look to optimize the time and 

talents we have as a congrega-

tion. Some of the discussion will 

surely come from the pulpit or 

from pastoral letters like this one. 

Time is such a precious part of 

our experience and we know that 

God wants us to use it wisely. 

That is something to consider in 

the coming months, as we head 

into this new year. 

One of the ways that we hal-

low time is by setting it apart, 

and by giving thanks. That is 

exactly what I would like to do 

with my time away from you, 

as I complete my doctoral 

degree. It has certainly been a 

holy time for me, even if I have 

missed you and my family. Each 

day, I have enjoyed the campus 

chapel service, time in the library, 

and time in the classroom. I give 

thanks to God for the time here, 

just as I give thanks to you for 

your support while I am away.  

By the time that most of you 

read this, I will probably be pack-

ing up to head home. I will say 

goodbye to this place (at least 

until graduation) and cherish the 

memories that have been made 

here. It has been a good time. 

 Grace and peace. 

 David 

laundry detergent (small size, 

dishwashing detergent  (small )  

 

  Any donations you wish 

to make are always welcome 

and gladly received. Thank 

you  for your continued gener-

osity towards the needy 

through this monthly collection. 

The shelves in local food 

banks are customarily like 

Mother Hubbard's cupboard after 

the holidays. Please remember 

the food collection for the Net-

work at this time.  We are empha-

sizing the following items for 

January and February 2014: 

rice,  

dried beans,  

vegetable oil (small size), 

canned tuna,  

canned vegetables, 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 

NETWORK food shortage 
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 First Friday night  was filled 

with "ice age" wonders, thanks to 

creative planning by Ginger and 

Dee, and the generous willing-

ness of the volunteers. Who 

knew pool noodles, beach balls, 

paper wads, and zip-loc ice cream 

freezers could create such fun 

and burn such energy...? Or, that 

plastic jars could become snow-

men, to the delight of our pre-

schoolers! Or, that ice age sci-

ence with Kate Whitmire could 

command such rapt attention on 

a Friday night! 

In a reversal from November, 

Martha reports we had a record 

LOW number of no-shows this 

month -- only 5. Credit goes 

to Martha and Ruth for much ex-

tra time and effort making confir-

mation calls and contacts. Here 

are the stats: 

• 74 children from 40 families:  

- 38 children (18 Families) 

from the community or 

friends of community chil-

dren                                                  

- 36 children (22 Families) 

associated with FPC 

(members or friends/family 

of members) 

• Registration contribu-

tions and donations:                  

- 86 cans/boxes of food for 

Network                                          

- $77 for FF account 

• 98 children are pre-

registered for February FF  

 

Special FFX! activities were 

also a big success this month, 

with 12 teens and pre-teens 

treated to an offsite theater out-

ing to see "Frozen" in 3-D, and 

6 of those remaining for an over-

night lock-in. BIG thanks to Gilli 

S, Julia H, Margaret and Jim R, 

Patti and Bill J, and Greg W for 

making all that FUN happen! 

Next month's "Jump 

In!" theme will feature some 

"precision" jump-roping and a 

focus on heart-healthy activi-

ties. If you are interested in 

volunteering, contact Becky 

Lormor.   

  

First Friday 
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Centsability Update 
 

The children collected $233.00 on Sun-

day, January 12.  The grand total for 

2013 was $2061.38!  
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Congratulations 
Jordan Owens is a junior at 

Southwestern University where 

she is breaking records on the 

basketball court. A recent press 

release indicates that junior for-

ward Jordan Owens will look to 

hit a milestone in her first game 

of 2014, needing just eight points 

to eclipse the 1000 point thresh-

old. Owens currently leads the 

Pirates in scoring, averaging 14.5 

points per game. While compet-

ing in the D3hoops.com Classic in 

Las Vegas over the winter break, 

Owens was named to the All-

Tournament team and was on 

the D3hoops.com Team of the 

Week after averaging 24 points 

and seven rebounds in two 

games. Congratulations Jordan! 

 

Graduation 
Lauren Owens graduated from 

the University of Oklahoma Gay-

lord College of Journalism and 

Mass Communications on Satur-

day, December 14. She is working 

as a PR Specialist for PAYCOM in 

Oklahoma 

City. Con-

gratulations 

Lauren! 

 

 
 
 
 

Wedding News 

Leslie Wadleigh and Joshua El-

lingson were married Saturday, 

December 21, at FPC Richardson 

in the Chapel. Parents of the 

bride are Kevin and Laurie 

Wadleigh. Leslie and Josh will 

reside in Chandler, AZ. Congratu-

lations Leslie and Josh! 

 

 

Joshua Minde and Abby Taylor 

were married Friday, December 

27 at the Cotton Mill in McKinney. 

Parents of the groom  are Kathy 

and the late Michael Minde. They 

will reside in San Marcos, TX. 

Congratulations Joshua and 

Abby! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrew Warner and Shelly Wat-

son where married Saturday, 

January 4 at University Presbyte-

rian Church in Austin. The par-

ents of the groom are Bill and Jan 

Warner. Andy and Shelly will re-

side in Hawaii where Andy is sta-

tioned with the Navy. Congratu-

lations Andy and Shelly! 

 

New Baby 
Jon and Lisa Wraith welcomed a 

son, Andrew Edward, on Sunday, 

January 12. Also pleased to wel-

come Andrew was big sister, 

Colette. Ed and Betsy Gust are 

the proud grandparents. Con-

gratulations! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank You 

How does one say Thank You 

when no words can be found to 

truly express the deep gratitude I 

feel?  Having been a member and 

part-time staff of FPC for over 

Continued on page 7 

Notes and Notables  
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January 24 – Keeping Mum – 

Grace is not your ordinary doting 

grandmother—she is so charm-

ingly innocent and so completely 

well-intentioned that it is hard to 

hold her methods against her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

31 – A Room With a View – One of 

the most romantic of romantic 

comedies ever filmed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be-

cause of room limitations there 

will not be a scheduled discussion 

on the following Sunday. 

Make plans to join us for  the 

Winter Cinema series on the next 

three Friday evenings at 7 p.m. 

This year we have a Maggie 

Smith theme. Last Friday we 

watched Gosford Park.  

January 17 – The Best Exotic 

Marigold Hotel – When seven 

cash-strapped seniors decide to 

“outsource” their 

retirement to a 

resort in far-off 

India, friendship 

and romance blos-

som in the most 

unexpected ways.  

PW Book Discussion 
On Monday, January 27th, we'll 

gather at 2:00 p.m., in the church 

library for discussion of Lisa 

Genova's book Love Anthony. 

It is the poignant telling of a 

mother's love and devotion in 

living with an autistic child.  Bar-

bara Rice will lead our discus-

sion.  Members are reminded to 

bring suggestions for future read-

ing.  Questions, contact Anne 

Healy.  

Wordsmything 
Wordsmythingers will meet 

Thursday, January 16, at 7:00 

p.m., in the church library. We'll 

share our thoughts on 2013 and 

try to make sense of  “Tartuffe.” 

We welcome new members 

whose creative bent is toward 

writing, be it stories, poetry, lim-

ericks, etc., - come join us!  Ques-

tions, contact Val Reynolds or 

Anne Healy. 

Book Club 
Happy New Year! We meet next 

on January 19 at 5:00 p.m. in the 

library. We'll have snacks and 

discuss Stephen King's book 

11/22/63. Looking ahead to next 

month's selection, in case you 

have already finished this 

month's book, on Feb. 16 we will 

discuss My Name is Mary Sutter 

by Robin Oliveira. Hope to see 

you all on the 19th! Questions, 

contact Ginger (Doug) Anderson. 

  

Shufflers 
The Shufflers meet for casual 

bridge at 12:45 p.m. on Wednes-

day, January 22, in the Com-

mons. Call Frankie Markham to 

reserve a seat. 

 

PW Morning Circle 
We are back on our regular 

schedule and will meet Wednes-

day, February 5, at 9:30 a.m., in 

Fellowship Hall, with Shirley 

Bridges and Shirley Kempter as 

hostesses. Convener for Lesson 

#8, David - "David Dances With 

Wild Abandon", is Bettye 

Rice.  Marilyn Frey will bring the 

devotion. Moderator Lea Perkins 

will conduct the meeting at 10:00 

a. m. 

 

PW Evening Circle 
Please join our women's evening 

circle Thursday, February 6th, in 

the church library, as we resume 

our first Thursday meeting date. 

We will discuss Chapters 10, 11, 12, 

and 13 of the book, Evolving in 

Monkeytown, by Rachel Held Ev-

ans. Ginger (Doug) Anderson will 

present the lesson and Pidge Par-

rino is our hostess. Our meeting 

begins at 7:00 p.m. with refresh-

ments and visiting, followed by our 

lesson discussion, and ends at 9:00 

p.m. after circle business and 

prayer requests. All women are 

invited to join us. For additional 

information, contact Ginger (Bob) 

Anderson.  

Winter Cinema 2014 

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  

Page 6 



Vol .  2014 ,  No.  1  

At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  
♥ Dona Blodgett 

♥ Jeff Holcomb 

♥ Annie Kribs 

♥ Jan Minter 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Bob Puig 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Cheryl Dowling and family 

on the death of her mother, 

Yvonne Duhe, 12/21. 

♥ Barbara Ann Lindorm and 

family on the death of her 

husband, Bob, 1/2. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Bill Frank 

♥ David Kauffman ( friend of Jim 

and Evelyn Hale) 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Shirley Bridges 

♥ Wayne Rigler 

♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Susan Bellah Starling 

Of Special Concern: 
♥ Veretta Cotham 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, January 19 
☺ Ginny Holcomb 

Monday, January 20 
☺ Lauren Owens 

☺ Karen Rizzo 

Tuesday, January 21 
☺ Alice Nance 

☺ Sue Suneson 

Wednesday, January 22 
☺ Mary Burkitt 

☺ Harry Perkins 

☺ Nancy Puig 

☺ Margie Semke 

☺ Guy Smith 

☺ Jill Tillinghast 

Thursday, January 23 
☺ Ginger (Bob) 

Anderson 

☺ Faye Britton  

☺ Alexandra DiCarlo 

Friday, January 24 
☺ Michael Britton 

☺ Ekong Ekong 

☺ Ricky Fandrick 

☺ Gloria Jeffcoat 

☺ George Moon 

☺ Blake Olds 

Saturday, January 25 
☺ Ginger (Doug) 

Anderson 

☺ Shih-Ying Teng 

Sunday, January 26 
☺ Joyce Bennett 

☺ Jane Rasley 

Monday, January 27 

Tuesday, January 28 

ing. Your prayers, cards, calls, 

concern, visits, and loving ges-

tures and generosity are all mind- 

boggling and deeply appreci-

ated!  You have made a challeng-

ing time less stressful and more 

manageable and made this kin-

dred soul thankful beyond meas-

ure. Blessings and thanks in 

abundance!  

 Dona Blodgett  

forty years has shown what a 

beautiful and loving church fam-

ily you are.  And during my fam-

ily's tough times at Jack's and 

Taylor's deaths, you held us up 

and grieved with us. Now, experi-

encing your support once again 

during recuperation of my Octo-

ber fall with the multitude of giv-

ing you have bestowed upon me 

is both humbling and overwhelm-

Thank You 
Thank you for the prayers, 

emails, and cards expressing 

sympathy upon the death of my 

dad. Your kind words were very 

comforting during this difficult 

time. 

 Sincerely, 

 Alice Morris and Family 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notable                       continued from page 5 
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Wednesday, January 29 
☺ Jeff Ford 

☺ Elsie Hamaker 

☺ Wilma Walton 

Thursday, January 30 
☺ Affie Ekong 

☺ Andrea Gray 

Friday, January 31 
☺ Lane Culpepper 

Saturday, February 1 
☺ Gabrielle Freeman 

☺ Drew Whitmarsh 

Think Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

19 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Session 

 

 

5:00  Book Club 

20 
 

 

Martin Luther King Jr 

Birthday 

 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

21 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

22 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg 

12:45 Shufflers 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

23 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Winter Cinema 

25 

26 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

Followed by Congrega-

tional Meeting 

 

27 
 

 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

28 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

29 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

30 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

 

31 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Winter Cinema 

1 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

2 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

           Communion 

12:00  Worship Min 

 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30  CE meeting 

 

4 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

5 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

6 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

7:00  PW Circle 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

8 
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