
Money and time are 

two sacred currencies with 

which we are graced as we 

navigate our way through 

life. The Bible teaches us 

that money, rightly used, 

has a redemptive purpose. 

Used rightly, money 

has the ability to 

expand opportuni-

ties for worship, nur-

turing and service. 

Wrongly used, money be-

comes an idol—what the 

scriptures call Mammon.  

Not surprisingly, Jesus 

had much to say about 

money and the use of pos-

sessions. Yet when it 

comes to faith, money, 

and giving – there are no 

simple, one-for-all an-

swers. How we personally 

answer questions like, 

“How much shall I give? 

To whom shall I give? and 

When shall I give?” will be 

as varied as our individual 

life situations.  

On the other hand, 

how we use our money 

and our resources as a 

congregation is directly 

tied to our overall mission 

and purpose. For the past 

year, we have begun al-

most every worship ser-

vice by recalling the mis-

sion statement for First 

Presbyterian Church. Our 

annual budget further 

reflects that common mis-

sion, and shows (in part) 

how we plan to go about 

achieving it.  

As a pledging congre-

gation, you know all of 

that. You value good wor-

ship, caring relationships, 

occasions for nurturing 

each other and caring for 

those in the larger com-

munity, and you have a 

strong sense of service to 

our neighbors. Our annual 

budget reflects all of that, 

as does our sacrificial giv-

ing in terms of time and 

talents. But you also know 

that generosity is about 

more than money; it is 

about our relationship to 

God and how we choose 

to use the possessions 

with which we have been 

blessed.   

In that particular area, 

we still have some grow-

ing to do. We have a won-

derful building that could 

be utilized a lot bet-

ter, especially during 

the course of the 

week. We have a rela-

tionship with the Tai-

wanese Presbyterian 

Church of Dallas that 

should be strengthened in 

a number of ways, per-

haps most importantly by 

our prayers. We have 

many members who par-

ticipate regularly in the 

life of the congregation, 

but don’t feel particularly 

attached to any one min-

istry. That may be one of 

our largest growth oppor-

tunities – being better 

stewards of the human 

resources we have within 

our own numbers. 

This year’s stewardship 

theme, “A Place at the 

Table”, targets many of 

our growing edges and 
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The FPC Sanctuary Choir re-

cently sang with twenty other 

church choirs in a Festival of 

Church Music organized by the 

Church Music Institute of Dallas. 

The concert was held in the mag-

nificent Meyerson Symphony 

Center in the Dallas Arts District 

and it was absolutely thrilling to 

hear 400 voices singing praise to 

God accompanied by the mighty 

Lay Family Pipe Organ.  

The concert was organized to 

give the audience an idea of the 

state of church music in the 

North Texas area. Based on the 

audience’s response I’m glad to 

say that church music is not only 

alive and well, but thriving in our 

churches.  

The festival choir 

had enthusiastic sing-

ers of every age par-

ticipating. It was a re-

markable evening for 

our own singers. I was 

so proud of each of 

them! I’m also very 

proud to be the direc-

tor of music in a church where the 

great hymns are celebrated and 

where great choral music is sup-

ported and appreciated. Music is 

a precious gift from God and our 

church is immensely blessed with 

talented people who give so 

freely of their time and talents 

week after week preparing music 

that inspires and uplifts the hu-

man spirit.  

Now that the festival is over, 

our choir now begins work in 

earnest preparing for Advent 

and Christmas. Our Decem-

ber Sanctuary Series Concert 

is scheduled for Sunday, De-

cember 15, at 4 p.m. The 

choir will present Antonio 

Vivaldi’s wonderful Gloria 

accompanied by Ron Neal and 

the Dallas Chamber Orchestra. 

The concert is free so invite all 

your family and friends to this 

fine afternoon of beautiful music 

making. 

Grace and Peace, 

Ralph   

toward us as a model congrega-

tion in perusing these goals?) 

These are just a few of the 

dreams that the Session has iden-

tified. But to get there, we know 

that we will need to continue to 

grow as both stewards of the gos-

pel and as disciples of Jesus 

Christ. Full participation, by this 

congregation, will help us to 

reach those goals and even big-

ger ones that God has planned 

for us. 

In the upcoming week, 

(especially during worship on No-

vember 10) we will formally ad-

dress one aspect of our steward-

ship by making our annual 

pledges for 2014. (Don’t forget to 

bring back your pledge cards.) 

This is an exciting part of claiming 

intends to open up the realm of 

possibilities for God to continue 

to work on us. The Session has 

been envisioning what the future 

of this congregation will look like, 

and there is a visible excitement 

about what is yet to come. Imag-

ine this church providing an after-

school program for children 

within the neighborhood. Imag-

ine nurturing a new church devel-

opment to the point that they 

might become self-sustaining. 

Imagine having the facilities to 

host community programs and 

new ministries that will positively 

impact the physical and spiritual 

health of our members and our 

neighbors! (Would it surprise you 

to know that others within our 

presbytery are already looking 

who we are and what we believe 

to be important. As Jesus said, 

“For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.”  

Your pledge makes it possible 

to strategically and realistically 

plan for the FPC ministry offer-

ings for the coming year. Please 

prayerfully consider that giving. If 

you have not been giving of your 

financial resources, I encourage 

you to begin doing so in a way 

that is comfortable for you. I am 

certain that you will find that fi-

nancial giving to the ministries of 

Christ’s church is an unparalleled 

opportunity for building a rela-

tionship with God..  

As people of faith, we know 

Continued on page 4 
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I know many people are sur-

prised that I truly like the celebra-

tion of Halloween. Some feel it is 

too connected to devils and 

witches. This is certainly true but 

for a long time it has also been 

connected to the saints of the 

church as it is the eve of All Saints  

Day, a tradition celebrated in the 

church for nearly 1800 years.  

Not that the two started out 

together. However, they were 

used together to ex-

plain both our need 

to beware of evil 

things that go bump 

in the night and the 

glorious news that we 

are called to be re-

deemed and made 

holy by the work of Jesus. 

All Saints Day began after 

Christianity became legal in 313. 

Before this time, there were 

many times in which Christians 

were scapegoats and martyred in 

great number. These saints were 

to be remembered, but there 

were too many Saints and not 

enough days in the year. So in 

both the eastern and 

western churches, there 

was a day in spring set 

aside to honor all the 

saints. Later the date 

was moved to November 

1 by Pope Gregory III— 

though there is some 

debate on this. 

As for the origin of 

Halloween, that goes back to the 

Celts who lived in the British Isles. 

At harvest time when the 

hours of sunlight were short-

ened and the earth began to 

look dead as winter came, 

there was a night the Celts 

thought about Samhain, the 

god of death. On this night 

they worried about evil spir-

its and witches and the harm they 

could do. So they lit bonfires and 

put lights in jack-o-lanterns to 

scare off the evil spirits and wel-

come the good spirits. This gave 

them a way to try to handle the 

fear of death.  

Many of the rituals we share 

on Halloween date back to those 

first celebrations. Later the 

church used this night in 

connection with All Saints 

Day to remind people that 

though there are things 

that go bump in the night 

and we do die, we are also 

called to life in Jesus— life 

that is eternal. 

In a way, I have always 

thought Halloween was a 

good way for us to put human 

fears out in the open and remind 

those who belong to Jesus that 

they have the cure to human 

fears and evils. I think it is inter-

esting to discover more about 

Halloween and All Saints Day. I 

also think we might want to re-

member that it was because of 

the darkness of sin that Christ 

came and died for us. That sin 

still has power on earth. We need 

to know that death is still a prob-

lem and that Jesus brings us the 

answer. Jesus brings it to us and 

to all the saints, past, present, 

and those yet to come.  

City of Richardson Mayor Laura Maczka announced that COR would hold a 

community drive benefitting NEWORK  in direct response to the Celebrating 

JFK 50 years (jfk50.org) to commemorate his commitment to service. The 

theme of the drive is “Gathering Soles for NETWORK” -  a shoe drive to col-

lect new and gently used shoes for children, men, and women. This drive will 

run November 1 – 22 with collection boxes located at various City offices, li-

braries, churches, senior centers, rec centers and corporations. On November 

22, Mayor Maczka will meet with other local mayors at Dealey Plaza to high-

light their successes on this day of remembrance of JFK. 

FPC has 2 collection boxes for your donations—in the visitation area and 

near the office. 

Can We Celebrate Halloween?    by the Rev. Bev 

“Gathering Soles for Network” 
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much to offer there, as well as 

some incredible opportunities to 

invite others into faithful minis-

try. And the good news is that we 

all have a place at the table be-

cause God has already taken care 

of our reservation.  

Thanks be to God! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor David  

that all that we have is a gift from 

God. In the coming months, we 

will continue to look at our stew-

ardship holistically. (Stewardship 

isn’t a season, but a way of life!) 

Our time and talents are also an 

important part of our regular 

commitments to God’s work in 

the world. I know that we have 

A Place at the Table 
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Did you know that on 

Children’s Sabbath Sun-

day, the children’s Sun-

day School Class wrote 

the prayer of confession? 

They spent time in their 

Sunday School class 

learning about why we 

say a corporate prayer of 

confession and then writing one 

together. In case you missed it, 

this is what they wrote: 
 

Righteous and just God, Parent of 

us all—We confess, as Your chil-

dren of all ages, that we have 

sinned against You. Sometimes we 

are greedy, selfish, dishonest, un-

kind and disrespectful to others.  

Sometimes we disobey Your teach-

ers, our parents, et cetera. Most of 

all we confess that we neglect You 

when we don’t pray or read the 

Bible like we should. We forget 

that You are GOD—and You want 

what is best for us. WE ARE SO 

SORRY! Amen. 
 

The children are part of the 

“people of God,” and the liturgy is 

“the work of the people.” They 

willingly and thoughtfully took up 

the task of writing the 

prayer so that our whole 

congregation could worship 

together. Glory be to God! It 

is wonderful to see the 

whole congregation in-

volved in the mission of the 

church! 

Speaking of mission, I also 

had the opportunity to attend a 

Mission Ministry meeting re-

cently and I am so excited to see 

all of the wonderful things FPC is 

involved in doing! This ministry is 

extending the walls of our church 

far beyond our physical building.  

They are making sure our church 

is involved in making the king-

dom of God on earth visible to as 

many people as possible. As a 

church we are working toward 

meeting the needs of people who 

are local and far away, creating 

just communities where those 

who are disadvantaged have op-

portunities, and providing com-

fort to those who are in our own 

backyard. Please consider ex-

panding your own horizons and 

joining this special group to learn 

more about we can extend our 

mission and show God’s love in 

the world. 

I feel so blessed to be a part of 

FPC! There are so many talented 

people in our church who are 

sharing their gifts in unique and 

fabulous ways whether its is lead-

ing Sunday School, serving on a 

ministry team, producing beauti-

ful art and music to share, setting 

up a website, or making sure ta-

bles and chairs are arranged and 

in the right place for the next 

meeting or gathering. There is a 

way for each and every one of us 

to be involved in manifesting the 

mission of FPC everyday. As we 

approach the Stewardship season 

I encourage you to consider how 

you can be involved. This is a spe-

cial place, and I truly feel that 

God is at work here, and in each 

of you. 

Many Blessings, 

Rev. Katy 

Musings                                               by the Rev. Katy Rigler 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Holiday Help 
Network Seniors’ Net needs help 

delivering Thanksgiving baskets  on 

Saturday, November 17, and help 

the week before putting baskets 

together. Interested? Contact Deb-

bie at dchildre@thenetwork.org  

Help is needed for Christmas bas-

kets also. That delivery is scheduled 

for Saturday, December 14, with 

basket assembly the week before. 
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Trunk or Treat 
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Here are the FPC folks at the recent (9-27-13) Network Golf 

Tournament at Sherrill Park. It was a great time, wonderful 

meals were provided by Outback Steakhouse, and wonderful 

fellowship among our church members.  

Members in the group shot from L to R are: David 

Schaeffers, Bob Relyea, Steve Gruber (Terry Wolfe’s son-in-

law), Don Freeman, Ralph Stannard, Rick Rickman, John Babb, 

Dustin Troxill, Terry Wolfe, Bryan Quilici, Lowell Long, Mark 

Rice, John Martin, Cory Long, Paul Long, and Gordon Rice. 

Network Golf Tournament 



Solos 
This Tuesday, November 12, at 

11:45 a.m. let’s enjoy lunch with 

friends at Spring Creek BBQ, 

north of Chase Bank on the east 

access road of Central EXpwy. 

Call Betty Kastendieck for more 

information. 

 

Sunday Book Club 
We’ll meet at 5 p.m. in the church 

library on November 17 

to discuss Shanghai Girls, 

by Lisa See. All are wel-

come to join us. For in-

formation, call Ginger Anderson. 

 

Shufflers 
We are changing the date for  

November because of 

Thanksgiving—we will 

play on Wednesday, 

November 20, starting 

at 1 p.m. SHARP. Call 

Lois Pearson to reserve a seat. 

 

PW Book Discussion 
We'll gather in the church library 

Monday, November 26 as Marilyn 

Frey leads our discussion of Pat 

Conroy's book, The River is 

Wide. The story is a memoir of 

Conroy's year of teaching grades 

3 - 8 on Yamacraw Island, just off 

the coast of North Carolina. As 

only Conroy can do with his 

unique style of prose, we are 

placed in the classroom and ex-

perience the great challenges 

along with the great rewards. 

Why not join this lively discussion 

group - all are welcomed?! Ques-

tions- contact Anne Healy.  

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Sage in bloom next to the church office 

Bethlehem Revisited 
Step back in time, over 2000 years ago, and walk the streets of ancient 

Bethlehem as Mary and Joseph did on the night of Christ’s birth. How? 

A chartered bus will take us to Bethlehem in Waxahachie, Texas, Sun-

day, December 8, leaving from the church at 4 p.m. When we arrive 

we will enjoy a light supper and then walk thru Bethlehem, follow 

Mary and Joseph to the stable, talk to innkeepers, merchants, crafts-

men, and others as they portray daily 

life, complete with sheep, camels, and 

donkeys. We will be back in Richardson 

around 8:30.  

Seating is limited on the bus; the 

cost is $8 a person. Make reservations 

through the office, 972-235-2316. 

David Schaefers’ Happy Birthday office 

At the work day on 

October 12, these 

hearty souls spread 

the new footing in 

the playground. It 

was hot, dirty and 

hard work. Thanks 

so mulch! 
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Of Special Concern: 
♥ Veretta Cotham 

At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Jacob Aultz 

♥ Shirley Bridges 

♥ Reed Jordan (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Darlene Klein (Colleen Oates’ 

mother) 
♥ Barbara Ann Lindorm 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Barbara Stephens 

Our sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ The family and friends of 

former FPC Elizabeth 

Mayes, who died on Novem-

ber 3, at age 96, in Virginia. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The Session. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Dona Blodgett 

♥ Cindy Long 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Carole Kerns (Dona Blodgett’s 

sister-in-law) 
♥ Annie Kribs 

♥ Liz Phipps 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Syd Hammond 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Susan Bellah Starling 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, November 10 

Monday, November 11 
☺ Jeanne Calligaro 

☺ John Fattaruso 

☺ Jim Sucher 

☺ Laurie Wadleigh 

☺ Hai Van 

Tuesday, November 12 
☺ Uneeda Roberts 

Wednesday, November 13 
☺ Janice Fandrick 

☺ Kayla Owens 

Thursday, November 14 
☺ Kathi Thompson 

Friday, November 15 
☺ Wayde Spencer 

Saturday, November 16 
☺ Kathy Minde 

Sunday, November 17 
☺ Barbara Phillips 

☺ Laura Warner 

Monday, November 18 
☺ Marie White 

Tuesday, November 19 
☺ Charlie Anderson 

☺ Jessica Fandrick 

☺ Mary Phillips 

was an amazing person and he 

will be missed. Thank you again 

and again. 

 Howard Kent 

 

New Study for Coffee Class 
The Coffee Class has begun a 

new 5 week DVD study, Seeing 

Gray in a World of Black and 

Thank You 
Linda and I appreciate all your 

kind thoughts, cards and prayers 

on the death of my brother, 

Wendel. Death was expected, 

however, it did not make it any 

easier to handle. We know God’s 

love was among us as it reached 

us from across the U.S. Wendel 

White, by Adam 

Hamilton. Listen and 

discuss the thoughts 

presented on relig-

ion, morality, and 

politics. This class 

meets in Room A111 

near the chapel. 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Wednesday, November 20 
☺ Judy Stubbs 

☺ Chloe Sucher 

Thursday, November 21 
☺ Eleanor Wisegarver 

Friday, November 22 
☺ Gordon Rice 

Saturday, November 23 
☺ Annie Kribs 

☺ Mark Suneson 

Think Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/

Communion 

12:00  Worship Min. 

Daylight Savings 

Ends 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Hospitality Min 

6 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

9:30  Morning Circle 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

7 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00 Evening Circle 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

10 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Stewardship 

             Lunch 

Stewardship 

Sunday 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

11:45  Solos 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

13 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

14 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

Presbytery Meeting 

         1st in Ft. Worth 

 

16 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

17 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Joint Session 

 

 

5:00  Book Club 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

20 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

12:45 Shufflers 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

21 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00  Wordsmything 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

23 
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