
Finally! After all the 

waiting of Advent, Christ-

mas is almost here. Come 

to celebrate the long-

awaited birth of the baby, 

Jesus. “What has come 

into being in him was life, 

and the life was the light 

of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not 

overcome it.”  John 1:3b-5 

One of the most ele-

gant offerings in all of the 

New Testament comes 

from the author to the 

Hebrews, and he writes 

down his own encounter 

with Jesus. “Long ago,” he 

writes, “God spoke to our 

ancestors in many and 

various ways by the 

prophets, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us 

by a Son, whom he ap-

pointed heir of all things, 

through whom he also 

created the worlds. He is 

the reflection of God’s 

glory and the exact im-

print of God’s very being, 

and he sustains all things 

by his powerful word.”  

That baby in the man-

ger—the reflection of 

God’s glory and the exact 

imprint of God’s very be-

ing! In every way, he is like 

God. And, in every way, 

he is like us. And all of that 

is worth celebrating this 

Christmas Eve, until we 

too become reflections of 

God’s glory. 
 

There will be 3 candle-

light services on Christ-

mas Eve with Communion 

at each service: 

5 p.m. This service is 

particularly family and 

child friendly. Communion 

is by intinction. There is 

no childcare. 

8 p.m.  This is the tra-

ditional Christmas Eve 

worship service with spe-

cial music by the Handbell 

and the Sanctuary Choirs. 

Communion will be served 

to worshipers. Childcare is 

provided. 

11 p.m. This service is 

for night owls who wish to 

be the first to welcome 

the Christ Child on Christ-

mas Day. Communion is 

by intinction. There is no 

childcare. 
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When I was a little 

girl I remember watch-

ing television and see-

ing a commercial that 

The Wizard of Oz would 

be on television in two 

weeks. We marked the 

calendar, and I waited 

anxiously, counting the 

days, until it would air 

on TV. It was an event! My mom 

would drag the popcorn popper 

out from under the cabinet and 

make popcorn, my dad got the 

blankets down from the closet 

and made a pallet on the floor for 

my brothers and me to sit on and 

watch the movie, and the whole 

family gathered together. 

Now, things are different. If 

you want to see The Wizard of Oz 

you can order it up on Netflix and 

watch it in minutes, or if you are a 

diehard fan, you can purchase the 

DVD and watch it whenever you 

want. Today we can throw a bag 

of popcorn in the microwave and 

sit down to watch it alone any-

time we want. There are advan-

tages to having it this way, and I 

am not one to knock the conven-

iences of life that technology has 

brought us – in fact, on Saturday 

mornings at 6:00 I am downright 

thankful for the DVD when my 

son Phillip gets up and I’m not 

quite ready to roll out of bed yet. 

However, there is something 

to be said for patiently waiting 

and anticipating, too. There is 

something to be gained when we 

carefully plan to be together and 

look forward to something that 

isn’t so “ordinary.” In our culture, 

Christmas starts happening in 

October – we see Christmas trees 

and decorations go up in 

the stores, we hear 

Christmas carols on the 

radio, and we are bom-

barded with sales and the 

number of shopping days 

left on the television. By 

the time December gets 

here, we are ready for 

Christmas, but it’s not 

quite time just yet. 

Advent is the time of waiting 

and anticipating. I, like many of 

you, long to hear the choir sing 

Joy to the World and Hark! The 

Herald Angels Sing, but there is 

also something to be gained by 

holding off and focusing on the 

longing for that time, for not 

rushing Christmas. 

The Rev. Taylor Burton-

Edwards, director of Worship Re-

sources for the General Board of 

Discipleship of the United Meth-

odist Church makes a good point 

when says rushing into singing 

Christmas carols now would be a 

little like singing Christ the Lord is 

Risen Today on Good Friday. Tak-

ing the time to be in waiting, to 

experience the anticipation of 

Christ, allows us the opportunity 

to experience Christmas for the 

amazing event that it is. 

The season of Advent teaches 

us to hope, to long for, to plan 

and prepare our hearts for God’s 

ultimate gift of love. It calls us to 

a deeply felt faith, to hear the 

stories and travel with God’s peo-

ple from times past towards a 

relationship with God that 

changes everything about our 

lives. The journeys we take dur-

ing the readings and songs of 

Advent give us a context for our 

Christmas celebration. The ex-

perience of the “long Advent” 

helps us to find faith in a God that 

promises not to leave the world 

this way forever, and to hope in 

the fact that God is, indeed, “with 

us.” So, until Christmas, I will live 

with my longing for the O Holy 

Night, and continue to sing in-

stead, O Come, O Come, Em-

manuel. 
 

May Joyful Anticipation be Yours 

This Christmas Season, 

Rev. Katy 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Is Advent really worth it?    By the Rev Katy Rigler 
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The offering benefits Presbyterian  

Children’s Homes, pension funds, 

and racial/ethnic schools. Make your 

donations using the special enve-

lopes found in the back of the pews. 

The offering will be collected 

through the end of December. 
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A Christmas Letter 

When I was three years old, I 

was interviewed about Christmas 

on the local radio station in Tyler. 

For years, that station played the 

recording multiple times in their 

December line up. I still remem-

ber friends and family members 

pulling me aside and telling me 

that they had heard me on the 

radio. This lasted until I was in 

Junior High School; around then 

the station surely found some 

new kid to talk about Christmas 

and my recording was retired. 

As you may well imagine, the 

theological content of that inter-

view wasn’t very deep. I did cor-

rectly identify “Baby Jesus” as 

being the reason that we cele-

brate Christmas. I spoke 

about decorating the tree. I 

told the interviewer what I 

had asked Santa Claus for - a 

Play-Doh Truck - and I ended 

the interview by singing 

“Rudolph the Red Nosed 

Reindeer.” In total, the whole 

conversation took about four 

minutes.  

Over the past thirty-five 

years, I have occasionally 

thought back to that inter-

view and the question that 

was posed. Why do we celebrate 

Christmas? It is a question that 

seems to have an easy answer. At 

Christmas time, we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. But I wish the in-

terviewer had explored a little 

deeper with that three year old 

and asked why we celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. I know that every-

one likes to have a party, and 

birthday parties certainly are fun. 

But why do we 

celebrate the birth 

of Jesus, in Bethle-

hem, over two 

thousand years 

ago? There has got 

to be more to it 

than the simple 

reason that we like to celebrate. 

This year, as our family has 

gone through all of the usual holi-

day preparations and partying, I 

have pondered that question over 

and over. And after the past few 

busy weeks, I think I am on to 

something. I think we celebrate 

the birth of Jesus, first and fore-

most, because his love for us is 

contagious and the hope he 

shares makes a difference in our 

lives. Some people are starving 

for that love and hope, and at 

Christmas we are able to share in 

in ways that always bring a wel-

comed warmth into our own 

hearts and theirs. Certainly, we 

hunger for that warmth of Christ-

mas, and by being people shaped 

by the Christmas story, we open 

ourselves up to receive a holy 

gift—a gift that we, in turn, share 

again and again.  

At the heart of the Christmas 

story is hope. There is hope 

that, just as the shepherds 

and wise men were part of 

the first Christmas, we are a 

part of the story too. We cele-

brate Christmas because we 

are bearers of the holy story. It 

has been gifted to us. It has 

shaped our lives and our relation-

ships. And the very best part of 

the story is that we get to share it 

with others.  

We all know someone who 

has shared the story with us. 

Some of these folks are still close 

to us, while others are long gone. 

But the neatest thing happens 

when we tell the Christmas story, 

we all celebrate being together at 

the birth of our Lord. Regardless 

of the miles, the time, whether 

we are living or dead—

celebrating Christmas pulls us all 

together to peek into the manger 

one more time, to see the One 

whose love transcends all time 

and space. I take great comfort in 

that. Years from now, when I am 

long gone, this story we shared 

will live on. Thanks be to God! 

During this Christmas season, 

I pray that you take some time to 

live into the Christmas story. You 

definitely have a place in it! May 

this season bring comfort and joy 

into your life and may that love 

be shared with others, in the 

name of Jesus, the babe born for 

you and me. 

Merry Christmas, 

Pastor David 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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People talk about discerning 

“God’s will” for them. Often this 

concerns something they could 

“do.” The focus can be upon a 

new job, a task, a relationship. 

But what happens if we shift the 

focus? Maybe God’s claim on us 

doesn’t just involve what we do. 

Perhaps it’s more about who we 

are. “God’s will“ for us then be-

comes an invitation to grow into 

our deepest, “created in the im-

age of God” self. We then bring 

this person to whatever we do in 

life. 

It’s like the spaces between 

notes of music. We usually focus 

only upon the notes. But without 

spaces, there wouldn’t be distinct 

notes. Without silence, there 

wouldn’t be sound. The spaces 

are as important as the notes…. 

To focus upon a task, position 

or relationship in discernment is 

alluring. These are tangible 

things, like notes in music. But 

what if we shift our discerning 

gaze from what we “do” to who 

we are?... For someday we might 

be asked, “Why weren’t you more 

like the person I created you to 

be?” 

 
Excerpted from an article in the November/

December 2013 issue of Horizons Magazine. 

Nancy Copeland-Payton is a retreat leader, 

spiritual director and author  of the book 

The Losses of Our Lives: the Sacred Gift of 

Renewal in Everyday Loss. 

By Nancy Copland-Payton 

Rabbi Zusha, an 18th century 

Hasidic master, was crying on his 

deathbed. His students asked, 

“Rebbe, why are you so sad?” 

“I’m afraid!” said Zusha. 

“Because when I get to heaven, I 

know God’s not going to ask me, 

Why aren’t you more like Moses? 

I’m afraid that God will ask, Zu-

sha, why weren’t you more like 

Zusha? And then what will I say?” 

Genesis reminds us that we 

are created in the image of God. 

The very core of our being is sa-

cred. Each of us is a distinctive 

creation of the divine. Who has 

God created you to be?...Who 

does God see when gazing upon 

us?... 

Several years ago, I sat with 

Sally in a nursing home. Her fa-

ther was dying, her mother lived 

in an Alzheimer’s unit, and she 

had children at home 

who needed her. As she 

shared stories about her 

father, memories of 

God’s faithfulness 

emerged, and they be-

came a source of hope 

for her as she antici-

pated the challenges that lay 

ahead. 

Sally was in a threshold 

space—one of those in-between 

places that cause us to look for-

ward and back simultaneously. 

That’s also where we find the 

king in Psalm 21, as he remem-

bers his past while looking to-

ward his future. He remembers 

with thanksgiving that God gave 

life, provided rich blessings, and 

remained a constant source of 

strength. He also looks for-

ward with confidence, 

trusting that the steadfast 

love of God he has known 

in the past will continue to 

provide for and protect him 

in the days to come. 

In this season of Advent, 

like Sally and the king, we, too, 

are in a threshold space. We can 

look back on times when we have 

experienced God’s presence in 

our lives while facing our own 

adversaries and dark forces. We 

struggle to balance the demands 

of work, school, church, and fam-

ily, and our responsibilities often 

pull us in different directions. 

 Sometimes we experience 

fatigue, loss, and loneliness. Yet, 

in faithfulness and hope, we jour-

ney on, and it is our trust in God 

that gives us faith that our mod-

ern-day enemies and obstacles 

will be overcome. 

Psalm 21 invites us to reflect 

with thanksgiving, anticipate 

with confidence, and look for-

ward to the blessed future God 

has promised us all. As we antici-

pate the coming of the Christ 

child this season, may we re-

member the steadfast love of 

God in which we are all grounded. 
 

From the Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary Advent booklet; devotion written 

by Jill Boyd, Senior MDiv student. 

The Spaces Between the Notes 

Advent: Faith Between Memory and Hope  

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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there really is more joy in giving 

than in receiving. I did not believe 

them, but I have learned that 

they were correct—again! (Please 

don’t tell them I said they were 

right about so many things.) 

I have also learned that the 

best presents usually don’t have a 

price tag on them. I 

have a hard time 

coming up with things 

I want because I don’t 

really want anything 

at all. I have wonder-

ful friends, a loving 

family, I am con-

vinced I work with the 

best staff in the 

world, I love what I 

do, and I feel so gifted already. It 

is the people around me, and the 

love and support that they give 

me that are the gifts I treasure 

most! 

Perhaps one of the best gifts I 

have received this year is the op-

portunity to be a part of First 

Presbyterian Church of Richard-

son! It sounds sappy, but it is 

true. You all have been so warm 

and welcoming to my family and 

to me. Although I have been here 

only a short time, there is some-

thing about FPC that is as com-

fortable as my favorite pair of 

blue jeans. I believe FPC is a 

unique congregation in its intel-

lect, diversity, concern for the 

world, and caring relationships. 

There is something special going 

on around here, and I feel so 

blessed to be a part of it. Thank 

you all for giving me a precious 

present this year. May you have a 

very Merry Christmas filled will 

Christ’s grace and love. 
 

Many Blessings, 

Rev. Katy 

“Christmas, my child, is love in 

action. Every time we love, every 

time we give, it's Christmas.”   

  -- Dale Evans 
 

It is almost Christmas! I can’t 

believe it has snuck up on us this 

quickly. I have been bombarded 

with questions from my loved 

ones about what I 

want, what my 

favorite stores are, 

and which colors I 

like best. I am 

afraid my reply has 

been very frustrat-

ing to my friends 

and family because 

my constant reply 

has been, “I don’t 

know,” or “I will like whatever you 

get me.” 

When I was a child my parents 

told me the same thing and I can 

remember that it would make me 

so mad. They told me that one 

day I would understand that 

Ann Wang found FPC because 

her husband, Mike Xu, took ESL 

citizenship classes here at FPC. 

She is new to the Richardson 

area, coming from Shanghai, 

China, in October 2013. Ann 

works in finance and accounting. 

Mike has had a variety of jobs, 

from working for a shipping com-

pany in China and traveling 

around the world to his current 

job working in a restaurant here. 

Ann enjoys reading, music, 

painting and writing. She has al-

ready gone to Art Therapy and 

helped the Fellowship Ministry 

with the dinner after the Christ-

mas concert. Please look for Ann 

and Mike to welcome them. 
 

Ann Wang and Mike Xu 

Call the church office for con-

tact information. 

Thanks and Blessings 

Welcome New Member! 
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PW Circles 
Because of New Year’s, the PW 

Circles will be meeting a week 

later than usual. 

The Morning Circle will meet 

in the fellowship hall at 9:30 a.m. 

on Wednesday, January 8. Start 

the New Year by joining the Cir-

cle. Call Lea Perkins for more in-

formation. 

The Evening Circle will meet 

Thursday, January 9, in the 

church library. We will discuss 

Chapters 6, 7, 8, and 9 of the 

book, Evolving in Monkeytown, by 

Rachel Held Evans. Linda Yeager 

will present the lesson and Ginger 

(Doug) Anderson is our hostess. 

Our meeting begins at 7 p.m. 

with refreshments and visiting, 

followed by our lesson discussion, 

and ends at 9 p.m. after circle 

business and prayer requests. All 

women are invited to join us. For 

more information, contact Ginger 

(Bob) Anderson. 

 

Sunday Book Club 
We’re reading  “11/22/63” by 

Stephen King. While the book is 

long, it is a very 

good read—lots 

of suspense, his-

tory, and fictional 

what-ifs. Join us in the church 

library at 5 p.m. on January 19 for 

good discussion and fellowship. 

Call Ginger Anderson for more 

information. 

 

Wordsmything 
If you enjoy writing 

then this is the group 

for you. Our next 

meeting is on the 

third Thursday, Janu-

ary 16, at 7 p.m. in 

the church library. Call Anne 

Healy for more information. 

Sunlight permeates the body and soul of a sun-

bather with therapeutic healing. 

Sunlight’s rays kiss flowers in the heat of day, en-

couraging growth and fragrance. 

Sunlight inspires the creative bent of poets, musi-

cians, and artists. Consider our National Anthem, 

“O, Say can you see by the dawn’s early light”, or the 

musical Annie’s “Tomorrow, the sun will come up 

tomorrow”, or artist Larsvandegoor’s painting 

“Shower of Light”. 

As dusk approaches sunlight is pillowed in a tender 

sky with a sun glory of orange, pink and blue, 

stretching across the horizon. 

  Anne Healy  -  May 2013 

Sunlight wakens the morning, bursting into a glori-

ous fullness of being and calling all manner of crea-

tures to life. 

Sunlight sparkles like pearls of dew on an early 

morning lawn. 

Sunlight shimmers on aquamarine waters and glis-

tens on sandy shores. 

Sunlight conjures up a myriad of responses to its 

presence. 

Sunlight brings hope to those who yearn for a new 

start as it finds its way into a purple and gold sky. 

Sunlight speaks to the joy of a family outing to the 

zoo, while watching wild animals being lured into the 

open from their shelters. 

Events and Opportunities 

Sunlight—God’s Gift to the Day 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Winter Cinema on January 10 

Come to the fellowship hall at 7 p.m. on Friday, January 10, to view 

the first film in the 4-week Winter Cinema series, continuing through 

January 31. Watch for the announcements of the film selections. The 

films are viewed on Friday night and discussed on Sunday morning. 
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♥ Susan Bellah Starling 

Of Special Concern: 
♥ Veretta Cotham 

♥ Jackie Way 

At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Jacob Aultz 

♥ Dona Blodgett 

♥ Reed Jordan (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Annie Kribs 

♥ Jan Minter 

♥ Bret Owens 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Val and Jim Reynolds and 

family, on the death of her 

father, Forrest Whittlesey, 

on December 17. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Yvonne Duhe 

♥ Bill Frank 

♥ David Kauffman ( friend of Jim 

and Evelyn Hale) 

♥ Connie Smith 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Carole Kerns (Dona Blodgett’s 

sister-in-law) 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Shirley Bridges 

♥ Wayne Rigler 

♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

Sunday, January 5 
☺ Lyle Morlan 

Monday, January 6 
☺ Lauren Folse 

☺ Betsy Gust 

☺ John Martin 

Tuesday, January 7 
☺ Martha Bellah 

☺ Ed Clark 

Wednesday, January 8 
☺ Andrea Barron 

☺ Chris Berry 

Thursday, January 9 
☺ Suzanne Katz 

☺ Reese Mathieu 

Friday, January 10 
☺ Ed Dardaganian 

☺ Elle Weeks 

Saturday, January 11 
☺ John Swindle 

☺ Sarah Swindle 

Sunday, January 12 
☺ Barbara Sucher 

Monday, January 13 
☺ Sherry Langrehr 

☺ Marilyn  Leibold 

Tuesday, January 14 

cember 5. Big brother Renick and 

big sister Galilee were delighted 

to greet the new arrival. Becky 

and Gene Lormor are the proud 

grandparents. 

 

Thank You 
To all my friends at church, 

Thank you for your visits and 

many cards and calls. May the 

peace of Christ be with you. 

  Liz Phipps 

 

New Arrival 
David and Jordan Lormor wel-

comed daughter Magdalene 

(Magee) May on Thursday, De-

New Address 
Mary Colston Stewart has a 

change of address: 

Call the church office for con-

tact information. 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Wednesday, January 15 
☺ Zachary Russell 

Thursday, January 16 
☺ Patricia Ford 

Friday, January 17 

Saturday, January 18 
☺ Dresden Colsten 

☺ Allison Kane 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

 

 

Office Closes  

at Noon 

1 
 

 

Happy 

New Year! 

2 
 

10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

 

 

 

4 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

5 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

              Communion 

11:30  Congregational 

             Meeting 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

8 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

9 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

7:00  PW Circle 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Winter cinema 

11 
 

12 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

15 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

16 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

7:00  Wordsmything 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Winter cinema 

18 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

December 2013/January 2014 


