
Josh was raised by his 

grandmother, Grandma 

Bernice, while his parents 

dropped in and out of his 

life. Occasionally, they 

would pick him up and 

would try to create “the 

loving family” they pic-

tured themselves to be.  

But in reality his grand-

mother was the only per-

son Josh could count on.   

His mother and father 

were addicted to alcohol 

and drugs and could not 

take proper care of him. 

When Josh was 12 

years old, his grand-

mother began to feel like 

she couldn’t take care of 

him either. She didn’t 

have the strength or en-

ergy to look after Josh the 

way she had hoped. When 

Josh started failing his 

classes and missing a lot 

of school, Grandma Ber-

nice knew he needed 

more than she could give, 

so she called her pastor 

and he arranged for them 

to visit Presbyterian Chil-

dren’s Homes and Ser-

vices. 

Josh didn’t know what 

to expect when he moved 

into a PCHAS Group 

Home. He kept thinking 

he’d be there for a few 

weeks, but he has lived 

there now for more than 

five years. He has a safe 

place to live, love and sup-

port from his Home Par-

ents, and help with his 

school work too. 

Josh is no longer failing 

his classes and is making 

good grades. He sees 

Grandma Bernice from 

time to time and that is 

very important to him. He 

doesn’t see his parents, 

but his PCHAS Home Par-

ents have welcomed him 

into a loving family—

something he’s always 

longed to have. 

PCHAS depends on 

Presbyterian churches 

across Texas for much-

needed funds, as it does 

not receive mission fund-

ing from the presbyteries, 

synods, or General As-

sembly. The FPC Session 

designates that one-third 

of the Christmas Joy Of-

fering go to support the 19 

PCHAS homes and other 

family services in Texas. 

The remainder will be 

distributed equally to as-

sistance programs for re-

tired and active church 

workers and their spouses 

and families, and to Pres-

byterian-related racial/

ethnic schools and col-

leges. 

You may place your 

gift in the Christmas Joy 

Offering envelopes or, if 

you prefer, just write 

Christmas Joy on the 

memo line of your check. 

The Christmas Eve loose 

offering will also go to this 

purpose. Please consider 

this appeal prayerfully as 

you make decisions about 

holiday season giving. 
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Sometimes patience seems 

impossibly out of reach. I think 

we have all mumbled the prayer, 

“Lord, give me patience, NOW!” 

at one time or another. The tricky 

thing about patience is that 

sometimes you really do have to 

wait. Cultivating patience is like 

growing a garden. It all begins 

with a seed. With careful tending, 

nurturing with the waters of dili-

gence and the sunshine of dedi-

cation, it will bloom in time. Pa-

tience takes time and focus and 

faith. We have faith that the 

seeds that we cannot see be-

neath the soil will turn into plants 

in due time. We have faith in our 

Lord. Every Christmas we re-

member and celebrate the birth 

of Jesus. Our Advent purpose is 

to practice patience in anticipa-

tion of Christ’s arrival. The verses 

from James 5:7-10 remind us 

that, like a farmer, our patience 

has purpose and will yield harvest 

when the season is right. 

If patience is a act of self-

discipline, strengthening our 

hearts suggests an outward com-

ponent for our preparations. The 

writer of James is inviting us to 

exercise tolerance with each 

other. It is not just how we accept 

limitations and disappointment 

within ourselves that needs re-

flection and improvement, but 

also how we accept one another. 

The fruits of tolerance and pa-

tience are greater understanding 

and joy. 

Are we ready to greet our 

Lord when he comes? We can 

practice the peace of the king-

dom that the prophets have fore-

told, and in this way prepare our-

selves for the joyous arrival of our 

Savior. May we be blessed with 

patience and tolerance, loving 

each other as Jesus so graciously 

loves us.  
 

From the Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary Advent booklet; devotion written 

by Michele R. Goff, Middler MDiv student. 

Advent: Faith Between Memory and Hope 
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Concert    
Christmas   

 

Sunday,  
December 15 

with Sanctuary Choir  
and Dallas Chamber Orchestra 

featuring Vivaldi’s Gloria 
 
 

Free concert at 4 o’clock, dinner at 5:30 

Dinner: $7    R.S.V.P.s required 
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The holidays always remind 

me of time, usually how I’m run-

ning out of it, or how quickly it is 

passing. It seems as though we 

are bustling about spending all 

our time preparing our homes for 

relatives, buying Christmas pre-

sents, and planning menus. Every 

day I wake up and think of how 

much there is do and how little 

time there is to do it. Even when I 

plan my day well, it seems as 

though there are still things that 

don’t get checked off of my list 

because time got away from me. 

Advent, the term we use for 

the Christian season of expectant 

waiting and preparation of the 

Nativity of Jesus at Christmas, is 

also very time-centered. We 

count the Sundays until Christ-

mas and have different colored 

candles to remind us how many 

weeks there are to go. We tell 

stories and read 

Scripture about 

the waiting and 

anticipation for 

the birth of a 

baby. We think 

about how the 

birth of the baby 

Jesus is a fulfill-

ment of the Scriptures from long 

ago, a culmination of God’s 

promise to the world for all times. 

Advent is a good time to think 

theologically about how we view 

time. After all, we are waiting for 

and preparing for the moment 

when we meet God within the 

very ordinary days, weeks, and 

years of our mortal lives. Instead 

of concentrating on how little 

time I have left before my family 

arrives and shopping ends, this 

year I am trying to concentrate 

on how the rhythms of each full 

day, week, and year of my life 

strengthen (or do not strengthen) 

my relationships with God, other 

people, and the world. This 

thought helps me remember the 

real joy of the season and my part 

in helping to create it.   

I hope you will consider join-

ing me this Advent season in pon-

dering the gift of time. In the 

birth of Jesus, God came to hu-

manity and the world in time and 

calls us to live in it, not escape out 

of it. In the book Receiving the 

Day: Christian Practices for Open-

ing the Gift of Time, Dorothy C. 

Bass reminds us that time itself is 

made holy by the presence of 

God. May we practice giving 

presence back to God this Advent 

season. 
 

Peace and Blessings, 

Rev. Katy 

dle is In the center. These candles 

represent the coming of the light 

of Christ into the world.  

Purple has traditionally been 

the primary color of Advent, sym-

bolizing repentance and fasting, 

also royalty. Today, however, 

many churches use blue instead, 

to distinguish Advent from Lent. 

Pink represents joy or rejoicing. 

White represents purity.  

The Chrismon Tree is an ever-

green tree which also symbolizes 

eternal life and forms the back-

ground for tiny white lights and 

gold and white Chrismon orna-

Advent marks the beginning 

of the church year, starting on 

the fourth Sunday before Christ-

mas Day and ending Christmas 

Eve. (Christmastide is from 

Christmas Day through Epiphany 

on January 6.) The spiritual sig-

nificance of Advent is recognized 

through reflection, joyful expec-

tation, and observance of tradi-

tional Advent customs. 

The Advent wreath, a circular 

garland of evergreen branches, 

represents eternity. Set on the 

wreath are three purple candles 

and one pink candle; a white can-

ments. The lights speak of Him 

who is the light of the world, and 

the Chrismons (from "CHRISt's 

MONogram) proclaim the name, 

the life, and the saving acts of 

Jesus, the Christ. 

A nativity scene represents 

the scene of the birth of Jesus. 

Saint Francis of Assisi is credited 

with creating the first nativity 

scene in 1223 (a "living" one) to 

cultivate the worship of Christ, 

having been inspired by his re-

cent visit to the Holy Land where 

he had been shown Jesus' tradi-

tional birthplace. 

Musings                                  By the Rev. Katy Rigler 

Symbols and Customs of Advent 
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day, December 16. The bags will 

be delivered to Good Shepherd 

that week, so please be prompt in 

returning the gifts. Ho, ho, ho! 

 

Gifts of Hope 
Millions around the world face 

daily struggles to access food, 

clean drinking water, and shelter.  

You can give livestock, seeds, 

water filtration systems, school 

supplies, cleaning tools, pots and 

pans, and many others through 

the Presbyterian Giving Catalog 

of the Presbyterian Mission 

Agency. The catalog is available 

at: www.presbyteriangifts.org, 

near the office and on the display 

table in the Narthex. 

 

Furniture Needed 
Interfaith Housing Coalition, 

which helps homeless families 

transition into their own homes,  

in desperate need of these  items: 

beds, sofas, small dining tables 

and chairs, dressers, chest of 

drawers, bookcases, queen or 

twin comforter sets and pillows, 

kitchen items, bowls, pots, pans, 

glasses, etc. Small furniture and 

other items can be dropped off at 

5600 Ross Avenue between 9-

5:00 (Monday through Friday). 

Interfaith can pick up large furni-

ture items from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of 

each month if you schedule it by 

email: donations@ihcdallas.org. 

Please include your name, day-

time phone number, the address 

of pick-up, and items you have 

for pick-up. Please note: We can-

not accept items that are broken 

or stained. 

Network 
Needed: bar and liquid soap, 

laundry detergent, toothpaste, 

tooth brushes, toilet paper. Also 

canned vegetables (no corn) in-

cluding low salt or single serving 

size. Canned meat (chicken, tuna, 

pork, chili, stew), dried beans, 

soup mixes, rice and pasta. Other 

items: cooking oil, sweeteners, 

diapers, dill pickles, dog and/or 

cat food. Perhaps you’ll think of a 

special food you’d enjoy. 

 

Angel Tree  
The Good Shepherd Angel Tree 

has pictures and wish lists of pre-

schoolers. You, or a group, may 

select a child from the tree and 

fill his/her wish list. The gifts 

should be returned unwrapped in 

a black trash bag with the child’s 

name on the outside, by Mon-

Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance (PDA) is receiving contribu-

tions to relief efforts 

following the devastat-

ing typhoon that struck 

the Philippines on No-

vember 8. The storm 

has been identified as one of the 

strongest typhoons in recorded 

history. A CNN report states that 

Haiyan was stronger than Hurri-

cane Katrina and Superstorm 

Sandy combined. 

According to the Philippine 

Red Cross, more than 1,200 peo-

ple have been confirmed dead in 

the storm, but most unofficial 

estimates expect the death toll to 

approach 10,000. Several hun-

dred thousand Filipinos have 

been 

displaced 

by the 

storm, 

which 

was centered in the central Phil-

ippines city of Tacloban, a provin-

cial capital. Many relief flights are 

departing from Manila to the 

hardest hit areas, though many 

affected islands remain inaccessi-

ble. 

Communications were out in 

the Philippines and relief efforts 

are being hampered by the sheer 

extent of the destruction. The 

initial response will include the 

provision of non-food items, ma-

terial resources, drinking water, 

emergency shelter kits, and cash-

for-work-programs. PDA is also 

responding with One Great Hour 

of Sharing funds. 

Contributions may be made 

through FPC, designated for ac-

count #DR000012-Philippines 

Typhoon. Donors may also text 

PDA to 20222 on their smart-

phones to give $10 through their 

phone bill (standard SMS rates 

may apply).  
 

Information from Presbyterian News Service, 

November 12, 2013. 

‘Tis the Season of Giving 

PDA Responds Yet Again 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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The Mission Ministry, after 

thoughtful and prayerful discus-

sions, reached a bittersweet deci-

sion in its October meeting. After 

more than 40 years of successful 

ministry to the community, the 

Clothes Closet will cease by the 

end of 2013. Over the span of its 

history it has provided needed 

clothing to thousands of individu-

als. However, changing times and 

needs overtook its original mis-

sion. The Richardson Network of 

Community Ministries wanted to 

house a clothing service in its 

own location, with extended 

hours, individual dressing rooms, 

and space for individuals to 

browse for clothing selections. 

These were all desirable 

things, but as a community part-

ner, we could not provide for 

them. Nor could we move part of 

our church activity and volun-

teers to their location under the 

direction of their staff. After se-

curing a government grant to 

modify space for their desired 

clothing service, the Network 

eventually opened its own cloth-

ing center. 

Our Clothes Closet continued, 

after this change, but the minis-

try was basically different. The 

personal contact and ministering 

to the personal needs of clients 

was replaced with being a pro-

vider to other services, which had 

the direct contact with clients.   

There was a constant need to 

contact service providers to see 

whether they had clothing needs.  

We did not want to compete with 

the Network clothing service 

within Richardson for clothing 

donations. So, our supply of 

clothing would eventually not be 

adequate to serve as a provider to 

other direct contact services.   

Since the change, the Clothes 

Closet  has provided help to some 

individuals outside Richardson, 

who have lost their clothing in a 

fire, had clothing stolen, and so 

on. Agencies, including Terrell 

State Hospital, Denton State 

School, the Rock, Soul Harbor, a 

prison ministry, and a South Dal-

las ministry helping women pre-

pare to seek employment, have 

received large lots of items. To 

keep up this kind of service would 

require us to create an entirely 

new operation. 

FPCR led the way by making 

many agencies aware of the need 

for free clothing for those af-

flicted with adverse life events. 

Others have now followed where 

we led.  The Clothes Closet minis-

try has been supported by dona-

tions from almost every member 

of this congregation over its long 

history. It has been a major part 

of our witness to God’s love and 

concern for his children in this 

community and beyond. 

Evon Gibson and the faithful 

volunteers of the Clothes Closet 

are not retiring from service. 

They have learned much over the 

years and can celebrate the great 

success that they have had. But 

now  they are moving on to new 

endeavors. We should celebrate 

with them the successes of this 

ministry as we also move on to 

new ministries. 

The Coffee Class begins a new study December 15: The Journey: Walking 

the Road to Bethlehem, by Adam Hamilton. This DVD was filmed on lo-

cation in the Holy Land and retraces the path of Mary and Joseph’s jour-

ney. It examines the geographical, cultural, and historical setting of the 

events that resulted in the birth of the Christ Child and considers the 

theological significance of the Nativity. The scripture texts are Luke and 

Mathew’s accounts of the Annunciation, Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, Jo-

seph’s dream of the angel, the walk to Bethlehem, and the visits of the 

shepherds, and later the magi. 

The Coffee Class meets in Room 111 near the Chapel. 

Clothes Closet to close at the end of 2013 

For Advent: The Journey 
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Wednesday Organ Concerts 
 at 12 Noon 

December 4 — Shirley Latham 

December 11 — John Tarver 

December 18 — Clarece Candamio 

Reception following the concert. 

PW Thursday Evening Circle 
The annual Christmas 

Tea is on Thursday, 

December 12, at 7 

p.m. at the home of 

Andrea Gray. Robin 

Smith is co-hostess. 

Please bring a snack and/or a 

meaningful Christmas memory to 

share. You may also bring an or-

nament to exchange. And you 

may want to participate in our 

outreach project for elderly 

women in the Washington Street 

Mission Housing. They need food 

such as canned meat, vegetables, 

or fruit, toiletry items, or outer 

wear such as hats, gloves, or 

scarves.  For more informa-

tion, please contact  Ginger 

(Bob) Anderson. 

 

Sunday Book Club 
We will meet at Debbie Row-

ley's (new) house, Saturday, De-

cember 7, at 5 p.m. for the an-

nual pot luck 

social. Please 

bring a dish to 

share. We do 

not have a book 

to discuss so can't imagine what 

we might find to talk about! If 

you have not started reading our 

January selection "11/22/63" by 

Stephen King, you might want to 

get started. It is long, but so far, a 

very good read: suspense, his-

tory, and fictional what-ifs 

abound. 

 

Shufflers 
The Shufflers play a week early, 

on Wednesday, December 18. 

Come to the organ concert at 12 

noon, enjoy visiting 

at the reception, and 

stay to play. Call Lois 

Pearson to reserve a 

seat. 

The Sometimers met to eat breakfast and drink coffee at the House Café. 

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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TIME TO ORDER POINTSETTIAS 

To order one or more poinsettias to be put in the Sanctuary 

for Christmas, please look for the 

order cards in the Visitation Area. 

Complete the information and turn 

it in to the church office or place in 

the offering plate no later than 

Sunday, December 15.   
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♥ Susan Bellah Starling 

Of Special Concern: 
♥ Veretta Cotham 

♥ Jackie Way 

At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Jacob Aultz 

♥ Dona Blodgett 

♥ Shirley Bridges 

♥ Reed Jordan (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Darlene Klein (Colleen Oates’ 

mother) 

♥ Liz Phipps 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Barbara Stephens 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Affie Ekong and family, on 

the death of her mother, 

Ikpeme, on November 23. 

♥ The family and friends of 

Sanford Mitchell who died 

on Sunday, November 24. 

♥ The family and friends of 

Syd Hammond who died on 

Monday, December 2. 

♥ The family and friends of 

Cindy Long who died on 

Monday, December 2. 

♥ John Bealle, on the death of 

his friend, Mitzi Hunter. 

♥ Leslie Green, on the death 

of her cousin, Ken Simmons. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Yvonne Duhe 

♥ David Kauffman ( friend of Jim 

and Evelyn Hale) 

♥ Annie Kribs 

♥ Jan Minter 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Carole Kerns (Dona Blodgett’s 

sister-in-law) 
♥ Connie Smith 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

Sunday, December 15 

Monday, December 16 

Tuesday, December 17 
☺ Nancy Harrison 

Wednesday, December 18 
☺ John Anderson 

☺ Catherine Schultz 

Thursday, December 19 

Friday, December 20 

Saturday, December 21 

Sunday, December 22 

Monday, December 23 
☺ Sofia Stewart 

Tuesday, December 24 

Wednesday, December 25 
☺ Howard Kent 

Thursday, December 26 
☺ Umoh Ekong 

Friday, December 27 
☺ Piper Segrist 

Saturday, December 28 
☺ Maryellen Coldiron 

Sunday, December 29 
☺ Alex Bartley 

☺ Lea Perkins 

Monday, December 30 
☺ Lois Pearson 

☺ Jeffrey Sucher 

Tuesday, December 31 
☺ Amy Weeks 

☺ Elinor White 

Congratulations! 
Brionna Minde was named Lone 

Star Conference Soccer Aca-

demic Player of the Year for a 

second year. She was also named 

to the 2nd Team All-Conference. 

Her A&M Commerce team played 

in the NCAA Div. II soccer tourna-

ment held in Durango CO on No-

vember 11. 

A New Addition! 
Scott and Am-

ber Relyea joy-

fully welcomed 

their daughter, 

Landrie Rhea 

Relyea, on No-

vember 

18. Proud grandparents are Bob 

and Sharon Relyea, and great-

grandmother, Evon Gibson.  

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Wednesday, January 1 
☺ Pauline Mah 

Thursday, January 2 

Friday, January 3 
☺ Dave Carpenter 

☺ Bob Relyea 

Saturday, January 4  
☺ Charles Duhon 

☺ Mike Haun 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

8 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Worship Min. 

 

4:00 Bethlehem Re-

visited 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Fellowship Min 

11 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Organ Concert 

1:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

12 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

7:00  PW Circle 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
10:00  Session Mtg 

15 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

4:00  Gloria 
5:30  Dinner 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

18 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Organ Concert 

12:45 Shufflers 

1:00   Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

19 
 

10:00  Art Therapy 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

7:00  Wordsmything 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

22 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Worship Min 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

11:30  Stewpot 

 

5:00 Family Worship 

8:00  Candlelight  

           Communion 

11:00  Candlelight  

             Communion 

25 

Merry 

Christmas! 

26 
 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

28 
 

December 2013 

Church Office Closed 


