
The Huejotitan/PPAS 

Scholarship Council met 

on January 26th to finalize 

arrangements to sponsor 

a scholarship for a student 

from an orphanage in 

Huejotitan, Mexico (State 

of Jalisco). The student, 

Eulalia Velasquez, will 

attend Presbyterian Pan 

American School in Kings-

ville, Texas for the four 

years of her secondary 

education. The Council is 

composed of representa-

tives of all the Presbyte-

rian churches in Grace 

Presbytery which have 

committed to share in the 

expenses of her education 

over four years. The Mis-

sion Ministry of First Pres-

byterian Church of 

Richardson is one of those 

making a commitment.  

Others include:  Bent-

wood Trail P.C.-Dallas; 

Covenant P.C.-Sherman; 

Emmanuel P.C.-Bedford; 

First P.C.-Kilgore; North-

park P.C.-Dallas;  St. Phillip 

P.C.-Hurst; Trinity P.C.-

Denton; Trinity P.C.-

McKinney; West Plano P.C.-

Plano; Westminster P.C.-

Dallas. Other churches, in-

cluding:  El Divino Salvador-

Dallas; Hackberry Creek 

P.C. - Irving; and John Cal-

vin P.C.-Dallas have made a 

one-time donation towards 

the expenses. In the future, 

other congregations may 

join in this effort. The Pres-

byterian Pan American 

Continued on page 5 

New Mission Project Begins 

Ash Wednesday—March 5 

Ash Wednesday will be 

commemorated with a 

Soup Supper beginning at 

6 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall and a worship service 

in the Sanctuary at 7 p.m. 

The cost of the meal is $2 

(what a bargain!) for those 

10 years and older; those 

under 10 are free. 

The communion wor-

ship service will include 

the voluntary imposition 

of ashes. Childcare will be 

provided for the worship 

service by reservation 

only. Please call the 

church office, 972-235-

2316, to make reserva-

tions for the supper and 

for childcare. 
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The next newsletter is  

March 5.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 

First Pressbyterian 

Responding to God’s love and grace, we worship with joy, 

           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 



We have been singing from 

our new Presbyterian hymnal, 

Glory to God, since last October 

and I hope you are enjoying it.  

It’s always fun to explore some-

thing brand new and our new 

hymnal has a vast array of new 

songs along with many beloved 

hymns.  

In picking the hymns each 

week, Pastor David and I first 

study the lectionary and develop 

an outline for that week’s service. 

Of course the lectionary is not the 

sole deciding factor in the selec-

tion of hymns. Other factors in-

clude considerations such as the 

particular season we find our-

selves in, i.e., Lent, Advent, Ordi-

nary Time, etc., whether or not 

we are celebrating communion, 

church festal days, 

and even national 

observances such as 

Black History Month 

or Memorial Day. In 

addition, we have an 

obligation to the 

entire congregation 

in striving for a bal-

anced approach in 

the selection proc-

ess over time…well known vs. 

brand new, contemplative vs. 

expressive, joyful vs. solemn, 

scripturally based vs. spiritually 

based, strophic vs. through-

composed. As you might deduce, 

given the aforementioned crite-

ria, the selecting process is never 

quite as easy as you might think. 

And as careful and considerate as 

we strive to be in our selections, I 

know we’ll disappoint someone 

on any particular Sunday and 

that’s a sad reality that David and 

I must bear. But 

over time I hope 

that you will see the 

wisdom of the proc-

ess itself and will 

come to embrace it 

knowing that even-

tually that hymn 

that means so much 

to you will be sched-

uled and it will be sung with the 

same great vigor as you now sing 

on others that are less your favor-

ites. 

Glory to God also presents 

some new challenges to us all in 

the way certain new hymns and 

songs are presented. You proba-

bly have noticed, on more than 

one occasion, the use of addi-

tional musical notes, often in a 

smaller type face, within a 

given vocal line. Certain lines 

of texts may contain more 

syllables than others and 

these additional notes are 

there to provide you a 

means by which to sing 

these extra syllables. I admit 

that this is a little tricky to do 

when singing through a 

hymn for the very first time, 

but once you get familiar with the 

notational process, the easier it 

gets.  Another challenge is the 

use of repeated sections which 

are generally indicated by a re-

peat sign… a slightly thicker black 

line with two dots in front of it. 

This indicates that you return to a 

previous section, usually marked 

with a corresponding sign, and 

repeat that section again and 

sometimes more than once de-

pending on the particular song.  

Often these new songs contain 

numbered verses to help you 

figure out the song’s road-

map. By simply following the 

numbers you are then able to 

sing the song successfully.  

Remember, when singing 

hymns and songs in worship, 

it is the intent, and the devo-

tion, of one’s heart that truly 

overpowers one’s inability to 

process the musical information 

correctly. God rejoices in the 

praises of His beloved. Do you 

really think God cares how well 

each and every note is sung?  Of 

course not!  So, as Charles 

Wesley said, “Sing out with great 

vigor!” and may you receive the 

powerful blessings that God has 

intended for you that his gift of 

music provides. 

Grace and Peace and Bless-

ings, 

Ralph 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 
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Ring into Spring Invitation 

Extended! 
 

 A fantastic group of 10 chil-

dren and adults launched 

"Ring into Spring" on Feb 

16!  If you would still like to 

join the group for the remain-

ing 7 weeks, we 

have room for a 

few more, and we 

have extended the 

range to include 

first graders too. A registration 

form is available online or in 

the FPC Visitation Area. Come 

join us this Sunday afternoon, 

4:30 to 5:15! 
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Last week I turned in my final 

paper for the doctoral level class 

on Genesis that I began in Janu-

ary. The focus of my paper was 

on the three visitors to Abraham 

and Sarah, in Genesis 18. These 

three figures are sometimes de-

scribed as angels, sometimes as 

God, and sometimes as three 

ordinary men. For millennia there 

has been much speculation about 

their identity. This scene has also 

prompted art 

throughout the 

ages, the most fa-

mous piece being 

the Rublev Trinity 

icon, from Russia.  

This intensive 

study has 

prompted me to 

think a lot about 

hospitality in the 

past few weeks. 

Hospitality is some-

thing that we do 

very well at FPC. 

When our session met with the 

new members who have joined 

over the course of the past year, 

the hospitality of the congrega-

tion was a frequent talking point. 

There are many ways that we can 

be hospitable. Sometimes it 

means sitting next to someone 

who seems alone in the sanctu-

ary. Sometimes it means opening 

up our homes to others. Hospital-

ity always brings blessings. 

While we would like to think 

that our hospitality blesses oth-

ers, sometimes it is exactly the 

opposite. Sometimes our hospi-

tality allows us to be blessed by 

others. Sometimes the care we 

show to others 

allows a door to 

be opened in the 

relationship, and 

for new things 

to happen in our 

own lives. I had 

not ever really 

thought about 

that, but it makes a lot of sense. 

If you have a little time, read 

Genesis, chapter 18. There is a 

traditional rab-

binic perspective 

that asserts that 

Abraham’s use of 

hospitality was 

one method of 

evangelism. There 

is also a strong 

possibility that 

Abraham’s loca-

tion, by the Oaks 

of Mamre, would 

have been consid-

ered a crossroads 

and the oaks 

would be a desirable location for 

pagan worship and sacrifices. By 

meeting travelers along their 

way, Abraham “put the name of 

the Holy One… into the 

mouth of everyone who 

passed by.” In essence, this 

was accomplished by offering 

exceptional hospitality to the 

travelers, especially by feed-

ing them and by washing 

their feet. After they had 

been refreshed and fed, it was 

polite for visitors to rise and say a 

blessing on Abraham. At this 

point, however, Abraham would 

point out to his guests that the 

food was not his, but God’s. At 

that, the guests would give 

thanks to God. 

Hospitality opens doors. 

Sometimes that means that the 

host is a blessing to others. 

Sometimes it is the host that is 

blessed. Whether we are giving 

or receiving a blessing, we are 

engaging in God’s work of loving 

one another. I pray that you have 

the blessings of hospitality in 

your life!  

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor David 

A Holy Hospitality               By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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Financial Report as of January, 2014 
 

    YTD Actual YTD Budget 

  Pledge Receipts  $45,953.52* $40,932.58 

  Other Receipts      $2,382.76   $ 2,741.66 

  Total Revenue   $48,336.28  $43,674.24 

  Total Expenses                  ($39,827.54 )         ($43,671.39) 

  Net     $  8,508.74  $           2.85 

 

  *Includes 1/12 of prepaid pledges 



ing renewal, and just good old 

"girlfriend time" together in a 

peaceful atmosphere. This year's 

theme is "the Sacramental Life - 

Living Your Sacred Story", with 

The Reverend Dr. Joan H. Watson 

serving as Keynote Speaker.  

Classes offered range from 

"Prayer Walks" to "Theology of 

Baseball" to "Rahab's Rope - Step 

Out for a Sacred Walk with Hu-

man Trafficking". Instructor's in-

clude familiar names - Fane 

Downs, Sally Brown and Fran 

Shelton.  We hope many will join 

us at MO this year - there is a sec-

ond conference May 30 - June 1. 

For questions, registration forms, 

etc., contact Anne Healy. 

Four women are already 

signed up to attend the Women's 

Conference I at MO-RANCH, May 

27 - 29. The Presbyterian Confer-

ence Center is situated in the 

beautiful hill country of Texas, 

not far from San Antonio. The 

Women's Conference is an annual 

celebration of worship, fellow-

ship, study and play. Women 

from FPC have been attending 

for many years, taking advantage 

of varied educational and inspira-

tional classes, a time of refresh-

I know you have heard about 

“Faith and Grief,” for a while. You 

may be wondering if it is still 

coming to north of 635 for at the 

present time all the churches who 

offer “Faith and Grief luncheons 

are south of the great divide. Well 

it is coming north and much 

faster than I thought would be 

possible. The session had agreed 

that we would join with Canyon 

Creek and St. Barnabas Presbyte-

rian Churches to offer those in 

and around Richardson a place to 

come and have lunch once a 

month with others, who like 

themselves, have experienced a 

loss in their life. We are sharing 

expenses and resources so that 

we can make possible the lunch-

eons to those who grieve no mat-

ter what their faith. What has 

been accomplished so far is: 

1)   Working out the arrange-

ments with the churches so that 

each church shares the cost and 

leaders to get this needed pro-

gram off the ground. 

2)   Each church has chosen 

four people to be on the board.  

Our four board members are Rev. 

Beverly Hughes, Andrea Gray, 

Janice Fandrick and Deborah 

Rowley. 

3)  Dates have been estab-

lished to train the board, have the 

first set of classes (at our     

church).  The Class will be held 

during Lent on Thursday evenings 

at 7pm. 

4)    Training dates have been 

set for training the table host, but 

will need board approval before 

finalized. 

5)   On May 15 the first luncheon 

will happen at St Barnabas. 

 If you are interested in helping 

with this project please contact 

Rev. Bev she still has some creative 

things that need accomplished. I 

hope you will offer your support by 

praying for Faith and Grief. Also, 

invite friends that might need help 

dealing with grief to come and join 

us for the classes or the luncheons 

when they start in May.  

teers of all kinds— receptionists, 

Interviewers, food pantry work-

ers, and handymen. Especially 

needed are office workers who 

can  work 3 hours (or more)  a 

The recent bad weather and 

subsequent rescheduling of cli-

ents really emphasized the short-

age of volunteers at  Network. 

They  desperately need volun-

week. For more information se-

lect the Volunteer tab at: 

www.thenetwork.org or talk to 

Dianne Long. 

Women's Conference at MO-RANCH 

Faith and Grief Update         By Rev. Bev Hughes 

Volunteer Shortage at Network 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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School is also making a signifi-

cant dollar contribution towards 

the tuition expense. 

The Huejotitan orphanage has 

been a mission project for West 

Plano P.C. for the past 10 years.  

Their Mexico Mission Team has 

sponsored 

mission 

trips there 

several 

times and 

provided 

other kinds 

of support. 

More re-

cently they 

have had to 

rethink their 

commit-

ment to the 

orphanage because of the drug 

cartel violence that is rampant in 

that part of Mexico. Don Kiser of 

the West Plano congregation 

took the lead in discussions with 

PPAS and churches in Grace Pres-

bytery to determine if a group of 

churches might partner to bring a 

promising student to Texas for 

his/her secondary education.  

Your Mission Ministry was first 

approached last August about 

this effort. Information was circu-

lated to Ministry members and a 

discussion ensued at our October 

meeting . The members voted to 

participate, and we agreed to 

sponsor a half-share ($1250) of 

the cost.  

The student selected, Eulalia 

Velasquez, will be 15 years old 

when she arrives in July 2014 to 

begin her secondary education.  

Eulalia does have a living mother, 

but lives in the orphanage after 

her mother plead with the institu-

tion to take her. She could not 

provide adequate food for the 

child. From her earliest school 

experiences, Eulalia has excelled 

and is recognized as the best  

student in the local government 

school.  Coming to Kingsville will 

be a challenging experience for 

her. One of the speakers at the 

Council meeting characterized 

the changes she will experience 

to be like moving in a few hours 

from the 15th Century to 21st 

Century America. While we may 

not meet her personally during 

her first year, she will likely visit 

with us by her second year of 

schooling.   

The Pan 

American School  

states  its mission 

as “a Christian col-

lege preparatory 

school that edu-

cates and empow-

ers young adults 

for leadership in 

the global com-

munity. They seek 

to equip young 

people  for lives of 

Christian leadership by: preparing 

them for admission to the college 

or university of their choice; de-

veloping young people who can 

relate to and function success-

fully in an increasingly complex, 

multicultural society; teaching 

them the value and dignity of 

work; training and encouraging 

them for church and secular ser-

vice as Christian leaders for the 

Americas and beyond”.  For more 

information on the school, you 

can visit their Website at  

www.ppas.org. This project en-

ables FPC-Richardson to have a 

small part in promoting the mis-

sion of the school and in enabling 

a young lady to develop her po-

tentials. It also provides FPC-

Richardson with a practical way 

to work with and become better 

acquainted with other congrega-

tions in Grace Presbytery. 

The Mission Ministry solicits 

your interest, support, and 

prayers for the success of this 

partnership in mission outreach 

among Presbyterian churches 

and institutions. We look forward 

to sharing more information and 

news as time passes. 

New Mission Project Begins   continued from pg. 1 

Page 5 



Other paper products which 

will be useful include: Napkins, 

Paper Kitchen  Cups ,Thin paper 

plates (large and small), Coffee 

filters, Manila, construction, and 

copy paper, Lunch sacks, 

Kleenex. Toilet tissue is NOT a 

need. 

Blue donation bins will be in 

the Visitation Area and by the 

Office entrance between Febru-

ary 2 and 23  (all Sundays in Feb-

ruary). Please remember Good 

Shepherd Community Center in 

your prayers and donate as you 

are able. 

If it’s February, it must be 

time for the Good Shepherd 

Community Center (GSCC) paper 

goods shower. GSCC is a long 

time FPC mission outreach in 

West Dallas. The center not only 

provides a food pantry and finan-

cial assistance, but also operates 

a pre-Kindergarten and daycare 

service. 

Paper goods donations help 

ease the budget needs in the face 

of dwindling support. This year 

the most critical needs are for 

baby wipes and paper towels. 

 
 
 
 
 
PW Book Discussion 

Our choice for February is the 

novel, Pope Joan. Author Donna 

Woolfolk Cross has written a fas-

cinating tale of the legend that 

will not go away - a female Pope. 

A controversial person of histori-

cal record, Joan disguised herself 

as a man, Brother John Anglicus, 

and one day became Pope. Mem-

bers will share in leadership of 

discussion for this unusual and 

gripping book. If you enjoy read-

ing, discussing characters and 

plots, please join us in the church 

library on Monday, February 24, 

at 2 p.m. Questions, contact 

Anne Healy.   

PW Circles 
Wednesday Morning Circle 

 Alberta Hammond and Janet 

Kurka will host our March 5th 

gathering at 9:30 a.m., in Fellow-

ship Hall.  Lea Perkins will con-

vene the meeting at 10:00 a.m., 

which will be followed by a devo-

tion from Anne Healy.  Nancy 

Sullivan is facilitator of discussion 

of the Women of Faith study, 

Lesson 10, "Abraham's Big Deci-

sion."    
 

Thursday Evening Circle 
Please join our women's evening 

circle Thursday, March 6th, in the 

church library. This will be our 

make-up discussion (which we 

missed with the cancellation of 

our February meeting) of Chap-

ters 10, 11, 12, and 13 of the book, 

Evolving in Monkeytown, by Ra-

chel Held Evans. Sue Rickman will 

present the lesson and Mary 

Pavelick is our hostess. Our meet-

ing begins at 7:00 p.m. with re-

freshments and visiting, followed 

by our lesson discussion, and 

ends at 9:00 p.m. after circle busi-

ness and prayer requests. All 

women are invited to join us. For 

additional information, contact 

Ginger (Bob) Anderson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Shufflers 
The Shufflers meet for casual 

bridge at 12:45 p.m. on Wednes-

day, February 26, in the Com-

mons. Call Frankie Markham to 

reserve a seat. 

February First Friday was 

cancelled due to school clo-

sures but we’re looking forward 

to March 7. If you would like to 

volunteer to help in March, 

contact Becky Lormor. 

Good Shepherd Paper Goods 

Drive 

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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♥ Chris Berry 

♥ Dona Blodgett 

♥ Barbara Brewster 

♥ Bill Frank 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Richard and Barbara Chap-

man on the death of sister-in

-law Hilda Chapman  

♥ David Ray and family on the 

death of his mother, Mary 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Bill Brown 

♥ Jean Vestyck 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Shirley Bridges 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Susan Bellah Starling  

At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

Sunday, February 23 
☺ Barbara Chapman 

Monday, February 24 
☺ Wade Campbell 

☺ Harriet Turnbull 

Tuesday, February 25 

Wednesday, February 26 
☺ Donna Gerard 

☺ Kate Whitmarsh 

Thursday, February 27 
☺ Jon Sargent 

Friday, February 28 
☺ Charles Rice 

Saturday, March 1 
☺ John Reed 

Sunday, March 2 
☺ Lynn Duhon 

☺ Laura Elsea 

☺ Shirley Latham 

Monday, March 3 
☺ Robbie Elsea 

☺ Ollie Frank 

☺ Sara Rotenberry 

☺ Ben Yeager 

Tuesday, March 4 

Wednesday, March 5 

☺ Vickie Curry 

Thursday, March 6 
☺ Dianna Ackerman 

Friday, March 7 
☺ Steven Langrehr 

Saturday, March 8 
☺ Mary Jo Grimes 

Sunday, March 9 
☺ Shelby Langrehr 

☺ John Wadleigh 

Monday, March 10 

Tuesday, March 11 
☺ Sara Godecke 

passing were so helpful at such a 

difficult time. Christ’s love shined 

in each and every caring act.  

 God bless, 

 Cheryl Dowling 

 

 
 
 

Thank You 
Dear FPC Members, 

First I want to thank you for the 

warm embrace that was ex-

tended to my mother when she 

began attending and joined FPC. 

Also, all the kind cards, phone 

calls, visits and prayers at her 

Thank You 
Thank you for the many prayers 

offered up for my nephew, Den-

nis Krumnow.  He is doing better 

and has invited the Lord into his 

life.  

                       Marianne Grasswich 

 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Wednesday, March 12 
☺ Alice Oates 

Thursday, March 13 
☺ Cara Crouch 

☺ Brenda Swindle 

Friday, March 14 

Saturday, March 15 
☺ Winnie Brown 

☺ Laura Houston 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

23 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  College of 

Elders 

 

 

4:15 Handbell Class 

24 
 

 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

25 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

26 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00  Staff mtg 

12:45  Shufflers 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

27 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

2 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

             Communion 

12:00  Worship Min. 

4:15 Handbell Class 

4:30  Children’s Comm 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

5 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00   Staff mtg  
 

Ash Wednesday 
 

6:00 Soup Supper 

7:00 Ash Wednesday 

Worship 

6 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00  PW Circle 

7:00 Faith/Grief 

7 
 

 

World 

Day of Prayer 
 

 

6:30  First Friday 

 

8 
 

9 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

Noon  Session 

Daylight Savings 

Begins 
4:15 Handbell Class 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

12 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

13 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

15 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

February/March 2014 


