
 

Last Chance to Order Easter Lilies  

The deadline to order 

Easter Lilies is Monday, 

March 25. Order forms are 

available in the church 

office and in the visitation 

area. Please return your 

completed forms and 

check to the office or 

place it in the offering 

plate this Sunday. Lilies 

are $10 each. 
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The next newsletter is  

April 3.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 

First Pressbyterian 

Responding to God’s love and grace, we worship with joy, 

           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 

Holy Week Schedule 



Holy Week is upon us and our 

music ensembles have prepared a 

wonderful array of inspirational 

music to enhance our worship 

services. Palm Passion Sunday 

will begin with shouts of Hosanna 

from our children as they lead our 

processional into the city of Jeru-

salem. The Children’s Choir will 

sing Hosanna, Blessed is He, an 

anthem that asks who is this 

man, riding on a donkey? The 

Sanctuary Choir will present a 

new setting of a familiar text enti-

tled My Eternal King. As the cele-

bration of Palm Sunday transi-

tions to the Passion of Christ, the 

choir will present the beloved 

anthem When I Survey the Won-

drous Cross. 

Our Maundy Thursday service 

will remember the final meal with 

Jesus and his disciples. The Ruth 

Greer Handbell Choir will play the 

hauntingly beautiful Nocturne in 

A minor and Peal of Adoration. 

The Sanctuary Choir has pre-

pared a setting of John 14: 27, 

Peace I Leave With You by Allen 

Pote and the poignant Norwe-

gian folksong, Must Jesus Bear 

the Cross Alone.  During commun-

ion the choir will sing K. Scott 

Warren’s setting of Ave Verum 

Corpus, whose text describes 

Christ’s suffering on the cross. 

Our service for Good Friday 

will feature the Sanctuary Choir 

and members of the Dallas 

Chamber Orchestra performing 

Theodore Dubóis moving orato-

rial The Seven Last Words of 

Christ. Featured soloists include 

soprano Shannon Talley, tenor 

Casey Carter and baritone Mi-

chael Everidge.  The soprano so-

loist begins the work 

with a verse from the 

book of Lamentations, 

“All ye people travel-

ing on life’s highway, 

hearken unto me, look 

and see. Is there any 

sorrow like unto my 

sorrow?” and contin-

ues with a verse from the book of 

Ruth, “God the Lord Almighty, 

God in whom I trust, hath dealt 

bitterly with me and my people. 

Call me nevermore Naomi, ever-

more call me Mara.” The first 

word features the baritone soloist 

as Christ singing “Father, forgive 

them, they know not what they 

do,” and the chorus, now playing 

the part of the mob, sing “He of 

death is guilty, take him, take 

him, let us crucify him!”  

Dubóis’ second movement is 

the scene with Christ and the two 

thieves. The tenor as Christ sings 

“Verily, thou today shalt be with 

me in paradise,” in reply to the 

thief asking to be remembered in 

his coming kingdom. The chorus 

joins the soloists and the music 

reaches its most tender moment. 

The baritone, again as Christ, 

begins the third movement with 

the words, “See, O woman, here 

behold thy son.” A soprano aria 

follows with selected verses from 

the Stabat Mater sequence,”See 

yon mother, bowed in anguish, 

who beside the cross doth lan-

guish, where on high her son is 

borne.” The chorus enters with 

words from the same sequence, 

“Is there a mortal, who not 

feeleth, to behold her where she 

kneeleth, so woeful, and all for-

lorn?” 

Dubóis sets the fourth word 

as a dramatic solo for the 

baritone which sings of the 

anguish of Christ on the 

cross, “God, my father, why 

hast thou forsake me?” This 

is followed by an anonymous 

text that reads, “All those 

who were my friends, all 

have now forsaken me; and they 

that hate me do now prevail 

against me; and he whom I have 

cherished, he hath betrayed me.” 

The closing text of this move-

ment is from the traditional lit-

urgy for Good Friday, “Even the 

vine that I have chosen, and I 

have planted: wherefore art thou 

now so strangely turned into bit-

terness, that I by thee am cruci-

fied?” 

The fifth word, “I am athirst!” 

is sung by the baritone and is fol-

lowed by the most dramatic cho-

rus in the entire oratorio with 

words from the Gospel of Mark, 

”Thou wouldst fain destroy the 

temple; if thou be Jesus, Son of 

the Father, now from the cross 

descend thou, that we may be-

lieve thee, and behold thee; if 

thou art king over Israel, save 

thyself then!” In the sixth word 

Dubóis crafts a lovely setting for 

soloist and chorus from Luke, 

“Father, into thy hands, I com-

mend my soul.” 

The final words of Christ are 

“It is finished” and Dubois sets 

them in a mysterious way with 

the chorus echoing the soloist. 

Dubois continues with words 

from Matthew which describes 

the earthquake and then features 

the organ and orchestra in a way 

Continued on page 7 

Inspiring Music Scheduled for Holy Week 
         By Ralph Stannard 
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This coming Sunday begins 

Holy Week, the most important 

days of our Christian calendar. 

Beginning with Palm Sunday and 

ending with Easter, these few 

days tell us more of the story 

about Jesus than any other of our 

holidays. This week is so dear to 

us because we will move through 

the celebration of Palm Sunday, 

to the shared meal of Maundy 

Thursday, to the heartache of 

Good Friday, and then to the awe 

of Easter morning. 

This year, FPC will hold ser-

vices on Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday (both at 7:00 p.m.) 

to remember the days before 

Jesus died. These services help to 

reveal the depth of Christ’s sacri-

fice as they help transition us into 

the right frame of mind for 

Easter. I hope that you will come 

and bring your friends and family. 

It has certainly been my pleas-

ure to learn more about this con-

gregation over the past ten 

months. With each new season I 

have enjoyed learning about the 

traditions we have here at FPC. I 

am both humbled and honored to 

be your pastor. I look forward to 

the coming weeks with great an-

ticipation, prayer, and hope.  

One thing that we can all re-

member to pray for, as we jour-

ney toward this holy time, is our 

relationship with brothers and 

sisters in Christ. In our congrega-

tion, that may mean that we pray 

for those we know well and those 

that we have not seen in some 

time. Perhaps we can take this 

opportunity to reach out to those 

who we know and love, and let 

them hear a kind word 

of encouragement. 

Our homebound mem-

bers especially appre-

ciate conversations 

with those who are 

able to attend services 

on a regular basis. 

Even a card or a phone 

call can be appreciated 

more than most would suspect. 

In our community, we can 

pray for families that our congre-

gation touches through outreach 

and mission. We can certainly be 

thankful for our First Friday pro-

gram, and the relationships that 

continue to develop out of that 

ministry. We can also be thankful 

for the other denominations 

around us, and their participation 

in the church universal. I, for one, 

am very thankful for those con-

gregations that are close to us. 

We share a common calling and 

ministry to our neighbors. 

During this holy season, we 

should also keep our interna-

tional brothers and sisters in 

Christ in our prayers. Many coun-

tries (especially Syria and Leba-

non) are in the middle of what 

amounts to a civil war. Recently, I 

received a report from our Pres-

byterian counterparts in those 

countries that describes the 

situation as dire. Please pray for 

the peace of Christ to be known 

wherever war and violence run 

rampant. I am also very aware of 

the new thing that is happening 

among the Roman Catholic 

Church. As they celebrate the 

consecration of a new pope, it is 

good for us to pray for their lead-

ership, even as we pray 

for our own. 

It is a good time to pray. 

In the Christian tradition, 

there may be no better 

time to pick up the disci-

pline of prayer than Holy 

Week. We need it, be-

cause our prayers open 

up a space for God to 

work within our lives. I know that 

there are many within our con-

gregation that covet your prayers 

for health and restoration, for 

guidance and discernment, for 

rest, for peace, for relationships 

and for meaning. I hope that you 

will make some time in the com-

ing days to pray for the others 

that you know, and to pray for 

your own development as a disci-

ple of Jesus Christ. I will certainly 

be praying for you as well. 
  

  Blessings, 

  Pastor David 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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From the Pastor’s Desk: 
 

Here are some newly released titles 

that I am excited about. They are all 

available from Amazon or any num-

ber of other distributors. 
 

Trust in God: The Christian Life and the 

Book of Confessions by David W. John-

son 

 

Presbyterian Polity for Church Leaders 

(4th edition) by Joan S. Gray and Joyce 

C. Tucker 

 

Selected to Serve: A Guide for Church 

Leaders (2nd Edition) by Earl S. John-

son, Jr. 



beliefs after which they answered 

questions as to a variety of sub-

jects including Presbyterian doc-

trine, worship and sacraments, 

duties of office, and knowledge 

of government, and discipline.  A 

motion was then made to accept 

Debbie and Frankie as members 

of the Session subject to their 

installation. 

A motion was made and 

passed for the Caring Fund Drive 

benefitting Grace Presbyterian 

Homes to run from Mother’s Day 

through Father’s Day. 

John Babb and Susan Johnson 

were approved as delegates to 

the April 20th Presbytery meet-

ing in Arlington.  Howard Taylor 

was elected as an alternate. 

An All Church picnic is being 

scheduled for May 19th after 

worship. 

The annual session retreat is 

planned for May 11th. 

 

Dave Carpenter, clerk   

 

The March Stated Session 

meeting was held March 17th at 

FPC-R with Reverend Schaefers 

moderating.  The examination of 

new officers, who will be joining 

the Session, was led by Pastor 

David.  The examinees were 

newly elected elders Frankie 

Markham and Debbie Rowley.  

The third incoming session mem-

ber is Phil Colbaugh who was ex-

amined and approved in Febru-

ary.  Frankie and Debbie de-

scribed their faith journeys and 

Sunday, March 31 

Rain or Shine 

Starting immediately after worship 

On the FPCR North Lawn 

 

Join us for this annual family celebration! Chil-

dren dressed in their spring finest can hunt for eggs 

and then we will continue our annual cascarón tradi-

tion! 

Please bring a basket - we'll supply the candy, fun, 

and happy Easter memories! 

  

(Donations of candy and plastic eggs are needed 

and may be left in the church office.  If you are inter-

ested in helping us set up on Easter morning, please 

contact Amy Weeks or Kelli Geyer.) 

  

some very old ones and network 

the resulting eight systems to-

gether for programs and games. 

If you have an old LCD (flat 

screen) monitor you’re not using 

or a PC running Windows XP or 

Thanks to those who donated 

money, computers and monitors 

to upgrade and update the sys-

tems in the Oasis children’s com-

puter room. With the five newer 

systems we were able to retire 

later, we’d still be happy to take 

the donation. Contact Kevin 

Wadleigh if you have questions or 

for more information. 

Session Update 

2013 Easter Egg Hunt  

Update on CE Children’s Computers 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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“I will take some of the spirit 

that is on you and put it on them; 

and they shall bear the burden of 

the people along with you so that 

you will not bear it all by your-

self.” 

  –Numbers 11:17 
 

In September 2011 the most 

destructive wildfire in the history 

of Texas burned through 34,000 

acres of Bastrop County, destroy-

ing more than 1,600 homes and 

displacing hundreds of families. 

Out of the ashes of that in-

ferno, Presbyterian Disaster As-

sistance joined in an ecumenical 

endeavor to create “Faith Village” 

in Smithville, Texas. Faith Village, 

modeled after volunteer villages 

that hosted work teams in the 

Gulf Coast after Hurricane 

Katrina, is providing hope to 

families as they rebuild both 

homes and lives devastated by 

the fires. 

Rebuilding is more than con-

struction Projects; one of  the 

most valuable things provided by 

volunteers staying at Faith Vil-

lage is a caring spirit and listening 

ear. Volunteers are often a source 

of comfort and a witness of God’s 

love. Jane Johnson, pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church in Smith-

ville, calls it “evidence of the  

kingdom at work . . . The focus 

has been, we serve Christ by serv-

ing the people.” 

Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance receives 32% of the offer-

ing for OGHS. Thank you for 

making Faith Village and other 

volunteer hosting sites possible 

through your faithful support of 

One Great Hour of Sharing. 

In helping families at home 

and abroad recover from natural 

and human-caused disasters, 

your gifts help bring hope out of 

chaos. 

 

Game Night at First Friday 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
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PW Book Discussion 
At 2:00 p.m., Monday, March 25th, 

we'll meet in the church library to 

discuss the interesting story of 

Elizabeth Keckley, author of Behind 

the Scenes in the Lincoln White 

House.  Suz-

anne Katz will 

lead our dis-

cussion.  In 

April we'll talk 

about The 

Language of Flowers by Vanessa 

Diffenbaugh and in May' our selec-

tion is Rosalie T. Turner's Freeman 

Bound.  All are welcomed to join 

us!   Questions?  Contact Anne 

Healy. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shufflers 
The Shufflers will meet on 

Wednesday, March 27 at 12:45 in 

the Commons to play casual 

bridge. Call Frankie Markham to 

reserve a seat. All are welcome! 

 
Holy Strollers 

This is an invitation to join a 

group of lively (?) people called 

the “Holy Strollers.” We plan to 

walk through Prairie Creek Park 

on Saturday, March 

30, at 7 a.m. We 

meet first at the 

home of Mary Jo 

Grimes, 16 Forest 

Park. We walk in 

meditation half the way and then 

chat and share on the way back. 

We will have breakfast afterward 

at Poor Richard’s in Plano. We do 

hope you will join us for we do 

enjoy our time together. For 

more information, call Mary Jo.  

  

PW Circles 
 

Thursday Evening Circle 
Please join us Thursday evening, 

April 4th, to continue our oral 

reading and discussion of the 

book, Seeking Enlightenment Hat 

by Hat, by Nevada Barr. The 

chapter topics for the lesson are 

“Vanity” and “Betrayal.” Mary 

Pavelick is lesson presenter and 

Eva Waldrop and Pidge Parrino 

are co- hostesses. Our meeting 

begins at 7:00 p.m. with refresh-

ments and visiting, followed by 

our lesson discussion, and ends at 

9:00 p.m. after circle business 

and prayer requests. Please call 

Ginger (Bob) Anderson for more 

information.  

 

Wednesday Morning Circle  
April 3 is the date for our Morning 

Circle to meet. We will begin at 

9:30 with coffee and snacks pro-

vided by Doris Carpenter and 

Sandy Keiser. Our meeting will 

include a devotional by Wilma 

Walton and will lead into our les-

son with the intriguing name 

"The Bad Seed." Even in God's 

household, God's children cannot 

escape the disruption caused by 

family dysfunction. The up-side 

of this is their connection to 

sources of truth, hope, and faith. 

Our discussion will be lead by 

Paula Dardaganian. Please plan 

to be with us. You are invited and 

most welcome.  More info? Judy 

Stubbs. 

ing to take 

on this 

challenge! 

While we have many talented 

individuals who will step up to 

help with VBS this year, we need 

a person or persons willing to 

organize and lead the effort. 

Please contact Dianne Long or 

Pastor David if you would be will-

Network Food Collection 
 

We are collecting rice and beans 

for the Network in March. In 

April our featured item will be 

cereal. 
 

 

Events and Opportunities 

Volunteer Needed to lead VBS 2013 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Jackie Way 

Of Special Concern: 
♥ Ethyl Kustcher (Darlene Sircely’s 

mother) 

At Home: 
♥ Suzy Axline 

♥ Rachael Graham (Anne Healy’s cousin) 

♥ Bess Grubbs (Shirley Latham’s aunt) 

♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Elsie Hamaker 

♥ Jan Harrison (Anne Healy’s friend) 

♥ Maggie Kaeser (Calligaro’s niece) 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Phyllis Wahler 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ The family of Wanda Moore who 

died on 3/2. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

Our congregation and Session as 

we move into the future. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Cheryl Dowling 

♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Pattie Powell 

♥ Guy Smith 

♥ Dick Stead 

Sunday, March 31 

Monday, April 1 

Tuesday, April 2 
☺ Pidge Parrino 

☺ Virginia Maupin 

Wednesday, April 3 
☺ Bryan Quilici 

☺ Ryan Sheeley 

Thursday, April 4 
☺ Heather Fear 

Friday, April 5 
☺ Spencer Houston 

☺ Ted Weeks 

Saturday, April 6 
☺ Roxy Bartley 

☺ Cory Long 

Sunday, April 7 
☺ Kate Core 

Monday, April 8 
☺ Andrew Quilici 

Tuesday, April 9 

Wednesday, April 10 
☺ Jeremy Houston 

☺ Emme Schaefers 

Thursday, April 11 
☺ Gene Lormor 

☺ Elizabeth Relyea 

☺ Terry Wolfe 

timeless classic by M. Thomas 

Cousins, Glorious Everlasting!  

I encourage you to make your 

way to each service during Holy 

Week. Your Lenten journey, 

which you started some five 

weeks ago, will be fulfilled as you 

experience the joyful majesty, 

the mournful pathos, and trium-

phant resurrection of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ. Our Palm Sunday 

and Easter Sunday services are at 

10:30am and our Maundy Thurs-

day and Good Friday services 

both begin at 7pm. Childcare will 

be available for all services. 

 

May the Lord be with You! 

Ralph        

that helps us visualize musically 

what that might have felt like. As 

the earthquake subsides, the cho-

rus enters with what may be the 

most familiar chorus in the entire 

work, Christ, We do all Adore Thee 

and the piece ends in a hushed 

pianissimo. 

The heaviness of Good Friday 

gives way to the transcendence 

of Easter as the Ruth Greer Hand-

bell Choir again rejoins the Sanc-

tuary Choir in a joyful celebration 

of our Lord’s resurrection! There 

will be many alleluias in the ser-

vice and our hymns and psalms 

will be uplifting and resplendent. 

The choir will sing two magnifi-

cent anthems, At the Name of 

Jesus by René Clausen and the 

New Contact Info 
 

Debbie Rowley has moved. Con-

tact the church office for her 

new address and phone num-

bers. 

 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Music Box            continued from pg. 2 
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Friday, April 12 
☺ Margaret Dougherty 

Saturday, April 13 
☺ Sharon Babb 

☺ Peter Elsea 

☺ Bridget Thompson 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

17 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Session 

 

 

5:00  Book Club 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

20 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

 

 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

21 
 

10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

24 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

Palm Sunday 

25 
 

 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

 

26 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

27 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

12:45 Shufflers 

 

 

 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

28 
Maundy  

Thursday 
 

1:00  Caring Min. 

 

 

7:00  Maundy/Comm 

            Worship 

29 
 

Good Friday 
 

 

 

 

7:00 The Seven Last 
words of Christ 

30 
7:00  Holy Strollers 

31 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Egg Hunt 

 

Easter 
 

1 
 

 

Office Closed 
 

 

 

2 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

3 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

5:30  Wonderful Wed 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

4 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  PW Circle 

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

6 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

March/April 2013 


