
Holy Week is the last 

week of Lent and immedi-

ately precedes Easter or 

Resurrection Sunday. It is 

celebrated by Christians 

around the world to com-

memorate the most im-

portant events in Christi-

anity: the death and resur-

rection of Jesus Christ. 

Holy Week begins with 

Palm Sunday, commemo-

rating the triumphal entry 

of Jesus into Jerusalem. 

The crowds who were in 

Jerusalem for Passover, 

waved palm branches and 

proclaimed Jesus as the 

messianic king. 

The term Maundy (in 

Maundy Thursday) comes 

from the Latin word man-

datum (from which we get 

our English word man-

date), a verb that means 

"to give," "to entrust," or 

"to order." The term is 

usually translated 

"commandment," from 

John's account of the 

Thursday night, where 

Jesus and the Disciples 

were eating their final 

meal together before Je-

sus’ arrest. Jesus washed 

the disciples' feet to illus-

trate humility and the 

spirit of servanthood. 

There are a variety of 

services of worship for 

Good Friday, all aimed at 

allowing worshippers to 

experience some sense of 

Jesus’ pain, humiliation, 

and ending in his journey 

to the cross. Generally, 

the growing darkness of 

Good Friday symbolizes 

not only the death of Je-

sus’, but also the hope-

lessness in a world with-

out God.  

But while it is impor-

tant to place the Resurrec-

tion against the darkness 

of Good Friday, likewise 

the somberness of Good 

Friday should always be 

seen with the hope of Res-

urrection Sunday. As the 

well- known sermon title 

vividly proclaims: "It’s Fri-

day. But Sunday is 

a’comin’!" 

Easter is not just a day, 

but an entire fifty day sea-

son, called Eastertide, 

marked by joyful festivi-

ties and liturgical fullness. 

You might hear "Christ is 

Risen!" and "Alleluia!" fre-

quently during the Easter 

season, because we are 

joyfully celebrating 

Christ's bodily resurrec-

tion. 
 

See page 6 for Holy Week sched-

ule details. 
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February is over and March is 

here (can you believe it?) and that 

signals the shift back to daylight 

savings time. Remember to re-

set your clocks before you go to 

sleep this Saturday evening! 

Easter will soon be here and 

our Lenten journey will culminate 

in our beautiful Holy Week ser-

vices that will help us to recount 

the last days of Christ’s earthly 

life. We begin the week on Palm/

Passion Sunday when our chil-

dren lead a proces-

sional into the sanc-

tuary carrying palm 

branches amidst 

shouts of “Hosanna, 

Hosanna! Blessed is 

He who comes in the 

name of the Lord!” 

Our children’s choir 

will present a special 

anthem they’ve been 

working on that tells this story of 

Christ’s entry into Jerusalem. The 

jubilant atmosphere of our wor-

ship service soon turns solemn as 

we transition towards those 

events that foretell the suffering 

that our Savior was soon to en-

dure. 

On Maundy Thursday we 

break bread together in remem-

brance of Christ’s last 

supper with His disci-

ples. The Sanctuary 

Choir and the Ruth 

Greer Handbell Choir 

will provide music that 

is contemplative and 

poignant. Our hymns 

and psalms will help us 

to find hope in the midst of sor-

row. Pastor David will deliver the 

sermon and our service will end in 

a time of prayer and meditation. 

We return to the Sanc-

tuary on Good Friday 

for a musical service as 

The Sanctuary Choir, 

The Dallas Chamber 

Orchestra, and soloists 

present Theodore 

Dubóis’ The Seven Last 

Words of Christ. This 

profoundly moving 

work is resplendent, 

full of pathos, and beautiful mu-

sic. You’ll experience the deeply 

moving drama of Christ’s suffer-

ing and His last moments on the 

cross. This is a musical experience 

that should be shared with each 

other and the larger FPC commu-

nity. Please invite your friends 

and neighbors. Our choir and so-

loists have a put a lot of time and 

effort perfecting this work 

and you and yours will be 

blessed by hearing it. 

Holy Week ends with our 

joyous worship service on 

Easter Sunday. The Ruth 

Greer Handbell Choir and 

The Sanctuary Choir will 

combine forces for a magnifi-

cent arrangement of Jesus Christ 

is Risen Today, one of the great-

est resurrection hymns yet com-

posed. The choir will sing Thomas 

Cousins powerful anthem, Glori-

ous Everlasting, and our hymns 

and psalms will lift your hearts 

allowing the Holy Spirit to bless 

all believers throughout all time 

and space. There will be an Easter 

egg hunt for all the kiddos follow-

ing worship, so have your camera 

at the ready! 

Childcare will be provided for 

all Holy Week services. Come and 

let us walk together that path 

which Christ has set before us.  

May His blessings be upon you! 

Grace and Peace, 

Ralph 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 
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Be a Liturgist! 
 We need volunteers to help lead Sunday worship. If 

you would like to gain a new perspective on our Sun-

day service, please contact Pastor David or Pidge 

Parrino. All information, training, and materials are 

provided. Responsibilities include prayers, confes-

sions, and scripture readings. No experience neces-

sary!  

Ushers Needed 
 Please volunteer to 

serve as an usher during 

our regular Sunday ser-

vices or during the spe-

cial services of Holy 

Week. Sign-up in the 

visitation area!  
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My Lenten Journey 

As many of you already know, 

the Schaefers family moved dur-

ing the month of February. It 

wasn’t a long move by any 

means. We found a house to pur-

chase in the same neighborhood 

and so it was less than a mile 

from door to door. Even though 

our new home is just down the 

street, we still had to go through 

most of the normal processes 

involved in any move. Items were 

packed up for transport. Things 

that we no longer used on a regu-

lar basis were passed along to 

charity or to new owners. We 

tried to be very intentional about 

what we would keep and what 

needed to be discarded. Well, at 

least that is how it all started. By 

the end, we were not being 

nearly as objective—we just 

wanted it moved. 

So now, as we are still in the 

middle of unpacking, I will open a 

box and wonder why we kept the 

items cloistered there. For some 

items, the answer is obvious—

they are used frequently and 

faithfully by our family. For oth-

ers, however, I sometimes won-

der how long we have been tot-

ing them around. They seem a bit 

like dead-weights. Old papers, 

and college notes, and knick-

knacks that have survived multi-

ple moves now, seem to be mile-

stones that we have picked up 

and toted along with us, to re-

mind us of where we have been. 

Don’t get me wrong. We have 

jettisoned a lot over the years. 

But still, some things remain that 

hold special meaning, even 

though that meaning 

isn’t immediately 

clear. Perhaps we will 

continue our culling 

process as we unpack 

and as we decide what 

we need for our life in 

our new house. I antici-

pate many more trips 

to Goodwill. 

All of this moving has got me 

thinking. Life is a journey, after 

all; one move after another. And 

right now, in the middle of Lent,   

I am especially aware of those 

things that have made the jour-

ney possible over the years. I am 

especially thankful for friends and 

family (who always seem to show 

up to help move), for pictures 

that record places and people 

that have been a part of my life, 

and for books that seem to al-

ways pull me forward into new 

conversations and perspectives.   

I am aware of those holes that 

have been left because of deaths 

or other losses, and I am finding 

that while they don’t disappear, it 

has become easier not to get 

tripped up in them. Most of all,      

I am aware of how life has this 

amazing ability to be fresh and 

new, with even minor changes to 

our daily activities. 

It has been just over ten 

months since we moved back to 

Richardson, and while we are still 

learning names and faces, we feel 

very much at home here. My 

prayer is that we will continue to 

journey together for a long time. 

As we do, I hope that we will be 

able to let go of those things that 

no longer serve us well, as a con-

gregation. I also hope 

that you will let me know 

when there are things 

that are important, even 

if no one really knows 

why anymore.  

As we journey towards 

the cross and Easter, I 

hope you will also have 

an opportunity to do a 

little spiritual house cleaning. 

Don’t be afraid to let go of those 

parts of your life that hold no 

meaning for you anymore. Cher-

ish those parts that do. Perhaps, 

along the way, we will be sur-

prised that the burdens we bear 

become lighter as we share more 

of our lives with others, and with 

God’s guidance. May your Lenten 

journey bring you back to what is 

important.  

Grace and peace be with you. 

Pastor David 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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Fear less, hope more;  

Whine less, breathe more; 

Talk less, say more;  

Hate less, love more; 

And all good things are yours. 

Swedish Proverb 



By Nancy Copeland-Payton 

I’ve been watching rain fall in 

the forest outside our mountain 

home. Raindrops, brilliant with 

reflected cloud light, gleam at the 

end of each pine needle. Water 

turns the moss vivid green and 

plush on granite boul-

ders. Wet rocks glisten 

with surprising colors 

not visible when they 

are dry. 

Water changes 

things. Leading a retreat 

in New Mexico, I 

watched lizards lie mo-

tionless in the afternoon sun. 

Heat waves shimmered above 

the desert floor. Dust clouds rose 

from footsteps. Then the gift of 

rainfall filled dry arroyos with 

abundant water. And the desert 

blossomed into flowers. 

Water is life-giving and life-

sustaining. Water transforms dry, 

cracked ground into food –

producing earth. Thirsty plants 

respond to water just like humans 

finding a well in a desert oasis. 

And yet, water is an ambiva-

lent presence. It does, indeed, 

enable birth and life, but it can 

also drown and destroy. It’s two-

edged. Biblically, water inun-

dated and obliterated life in the 

time of Noah. Water still takes 

away life and devastates land as 

tsunamis race toward a shore and 

swollen rivers overflow their 

banks. Is water “good” or “bad”? 

It depends. 

Water in the amount neces-

sary bestows and nourishes 

life. Yet overwhelming quan-

tities of water can destroy 

the same life. But, it’s even 

more complicated. If we 

take a step back for a longer 

view, even tremendous 

floods are ambiguous. Seasonal 

deluges that submerge land can 

also be life-giving, renewing and 

enriching the earth’s soil for next 

season’s crops. 

The ambiguity of water is a bit 

like that of discernment. Discern-

ment is a sifting or sorting be-

tween possibilities. But the 

“goodness” of the possibilities 

may not be so clear. It’s not al-

ways easy to label situations as 

“good” or “bad.” This is particu-

larly true when taking a longer 

view over time.  

There’s a story about a farmer 

whose son acquired a horse. 

“That’s good,” said his neighbor. 

The farmer replied, “Good, bad—

who’s to say?” 

 His son fell off the horse and 

broke his leg. “That’s terrible,” 

said the neighbor. “Good, bad—

who’s to say?” said the farmer. 

An invading army stormed the 

farmer’s village and captured all 

able-bodied young men. The 

farmer’s son with the broken leg 

was not taken away. 

Discernment can be just as 

ambiguous. 

A choice that seems life-

giving at first may have unfore-

seen consequences later in time. 

Or something that at first ap-

pears disastrous, may eventually 

be the proverbial blessing-in-

disguise. In either situation, that 

for which we fervently hope and 

pray may not be God’s loving de-

sire for us. 

There’s also something about 

God’s time. A certain choice at 

one stage in life can be life-

giving. But the same choice at 

another time can be ineffective or 

even destructive. 

Sometimes, discernment is 

like walking in the dark by can-

dlelight. The candle casts just 

enough light to take a next step. 

And then, from our new vantage 

point, we can see a little further. 

Perhaps enough to discern an-

other step. 

 
Nancy Copeland-Payton is a retreat 

leader, spiritual director and author of the 

book The Losses of Our Lives: The Sacred 

Gifts of Renewal in Everyday Loss 

(Woodstock, VT: Skylight Paths, 2009). 

The article is from the September/

October2012 issue of Horizons: the Maga-

zine for Presbyterian Women. 

Discernment and Ambiguity 
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WORDSMYTHING 

Wordsmything? Just what is that? A puzzle? A joke? Or perhaps, 

something clever? Following its creative bent, the Arts Alive Ministry 

is expanding to include a writers’ group. Now does “Wordsmything” 

make some sense? We hope so! And we invite any and all of you who 

have a love for words and for word crafting, to join us as we begin 

this new journey in the life and love of FPCR. If this is a challenge 

which appeals to you, something you might like to explore, please let 

Anne Healy know of your interest. 
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Thanks to all who helped with spring 

cleaning on Saturday, March 2. About 25 

people came to wash windows, clean 

out, spread mulch, and more.  Much was 

accomplished and the church looks 

ready for Easter. 

There are many reasons for 

the increased poverty in our 

world, but as disciples of Jesus 

Christ our responsi-

bility is to provide 

for the needs of the 

marginalized chil-

dren of God. The 

empowerment of 

economically poor 

people and others in 

need is at the very 

heart of One Great 

Hour of Sharing. 

Working as a marginalized 

community, Warriors on Wheels 

of Metropolitan Detroit (WoW) is 

an organization focused passion-

ately on empowering and advo-

cating for disabled people. The 

members of WoW are 

shining a light on the 

issues impacting them 

and their community. 

In August 2012, your 

gifts to One Great Hour 

of Sharing enabled Pres-

byterian Self-

Development of People 

to award a $10,000 

grant to WoW, allowing them to 

repair and retrofit a bus with ac-

cessibility controls, enabling dis-

abled members to attend meet-

ings, events, and advocacy activi-

ties. Through your giving, mem-

bers’ dependence on public trans-

portation will be significantly re-

duced, increasing their ability to 

meet face-to-face with decision 

makers in the community. 

Since 1949, Presbyterians 

have given generously to One 

Great Hour of Sharing, making an 

impact in communities across the 

country and around the world. 

Your gift to OGHS enables the 

Self-Development of People min-

istry to continue investing in poor 

and marginalized members of our 

society. 

All-Church Work Day 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
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Come on, Phil. It wasn’t that bad! 



Easter Lilies 
 

It’s time to order Easter lilies 

to be placed in the Sanctuary 

for Easter Sunday. Look for 

order forms in the Visitation 

Area and in the office. The 

cost is $10 each. 

Solos 
Let’s go to Texas Land and Cattle 

this month on March 12, at 11:45 

a.m. Hope to have you with us to 

enjoy lunch and our friends. For 

more information call Betty Kas-

tendieck, 972-235-2038. 

 

Sunday Book Club 
Wear your “green” to our meet-

ing on St. Patrick’s Day, 

March 17, at 5 p.m. in the 

church library when we 

discuss The Bee Keepers 

Apprentice, by Laurie R. 

King. Call Ginger Anderson 

for more information. 

 

PW Book Discussion Group 
Monday, March  25, we'll meet at 

2:00 p.m., in the church library, to 

discuss the most interesting story 

of the life of Elizabeth Keckley. 

Born a slave, she was freed and 

became the seamstress, friend 

and confidant of Mary Todd Lin-

coln. In her book, Behind the 

Scenes in the LIncoln White 

House, Keckely gives a vivid pic-

ture of life with President Lincoln 

and his family during his second 

term. Interestingly, 

Keckley was portrayed 

briefly though promi-

nently in the current 

movie, Lincoln. The 

book closes with corre-

spondence from Mrs. Lincoln to 

Elizabeth Keckley. Join us in 

March as Suzanne Katz leads our 

discussion.  

Future selections include The 

Language of Flowers by Vanessa 

Diffenbaugh (April) and Freeman 

Bound by Rosalie T. Turner. All 

are welcomed to join us. Ques-

tions?  Call Anne Healy. 

Easter Sunday 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Special music.  

Following worship, children’s 

Easter egg hunt on the front 

lawn. 

 

Nursery provided infants and chil-

dren to five years old. 

Palm Sunday, March 24 

Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

Palm processional 
 

Maundy Thursday, March 28 

Worship at 7 p.m.  

Holy Communion  
 

Good Friday, March 29 

The Sanctuary Choir, with or-

chestra, presents Theodore 

Dubóis’ “The Seven Last 

Words of Christ” at 7 p.m.  

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Don’t Forget! 

Spring forward 

March 10 
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Of Special Concern: 
♥ Ethyl Kustcher (Darlene Sircely’s 

mother) 

At Home: 
♥ Rachael Graham (Anne Healy’s 

cousin) 
♥ Bess Grubbs (Shirley Latham’s 

aunt) 

♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Elsie Hamaker 

♥ Jan Harrison (Anne Healy’s 

friend) 

♥ Maggie Kaeser (Calligaro’s 

niece) 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Phyllis Wahler 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Dustin Troxell and family, on 

the death of his grand-

mother, Carolyn Troxell, on 

February 25, in Indiana. 

♥ The family and friends of 

Wanda Moore who died on 

Saturday, March 2. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

Our congregation and Session 

as we move into the future. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Cheryl Dowling 

♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Pattie Powell 

♥ Guy Smith 

♥ Dick Stead 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Cindy Long 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, March 17 
☺ Chloe Parrish 

☺ Jake Parrish 

☺ Gillian Smith 

Monday, March 18 
☺ Leslie Padilla 

Tuesday, March 19 
☺ Bob Hammontree 

Wednesday, March 20 
☺ Stephen Oates 

☺ Sarah Quilici 

Thursday, March 21 

Friday, March 22 
☺ Shirley Bridges 

Saturday, March 23 

Sunday, March 24 
☺ Anne Beecher 

☺ Kathy Hammontree 

Monday, March 25 

Tuesday, March 26 
☺ Evon Gibson 

☺ Lyna Gonzalez 

Wednesday, March 27 
☺ Stephen Harrison 

☺ Wilber Stockton 

Thursday, March 28 
☺ Kathy Crouch 

☺ Iquo Ekong 

house we had built to accommo-

date all of us :)  Mom wanted her 

friends to know her new address: 
 

Diane Hasegawa 

Call the church office for de-

tails 

 

New Addresses 
David and Leigh Schaefers 

have a new address : 

Call the church office for de-

tails 

 

Lisa Hasegawa Perez writes: 

 In November we moved into a 

Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 

Thank you all for your many 

cards and phone calls following 

my recent surgery. I am com-

pletely recovered now, thanks to 

all of your prayers. 

  Jo Bowen 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Friday, March 29 
☺ Pat Fox 

☺ Marilyn Frey 

Saturday, March 30 
☺ Sandy Keiser 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Worship Min. 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

6 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Wonderful Wed 

5:30  Prayer Wrkshop 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

7 
9:00  Pastor’s Prayer 

          Workshop 

10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

 

7:00 PW Circle 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
 

10 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

Daylight Savings 

begins 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

11:45  Solos 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

13 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Facilities 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

17 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Session 

 

 

5:00  Book Club 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

20 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 
 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

21 
10:00  Art Therapy 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
7:00  Holy Strollers 

March 2013 


