
How often can you 

affect someone’s life by 

spending $10? We are giv-

ing you that opportunity.  

On Saturday, May 3, there 

will be a luncheon that will 

benefit a special young 

lady from Huejotitan, 

Mexico, Eulalia Velasquez. 

She will be attending the 

Presbyterian Pan Ameri-

can School in Kingsville, 

Texas beginning in the fall 

of 2014. A number of 

Presbyterian churches 

have agreed to sponsor 

this young lady by provid-

ing tuition money.  Our 

church has pledged $1250. 

Our speaker will be 

Linda Evans, Director of 

Church Relations for the 

Presbyterian Pan Ameri-

can School. We will meet 

in Fellowship Hall at noon 

for a light lunch, good fel-

lowship and an informa-

tive presentation about 

the history, the future and 

the mission of the Pan 

American School. 

The cost will be $10 a 

person. Please make res-

ervations by contacting 

the church office or by 

marking the Fellowship 

Pad during worship the 

next two Sundays. Please 

consider spending a few 

hours and dollars to make 

a difference in a young 

person’s life. We hope 

everyone can attend. 

Sponsored by the Mission, 

Arts Alive and Fellowship 

Ministries.  

A Special Opportunity For All  

Wills Emphasis Sunday 

Wills emphasis Sunday 

is the first Sunday in May. 

We will have a Minute for 

Mission given by Melinda 

Hunt, Director of Ministry 

Services and Support at 

Texas Presbyterian Foun-

dation.  

A will represents a  

person’s final wishes and 

intentions. After providing 

for your loved ones, one 

might properly consider 

one final testament of 

faith through a bequest in 

your will that provides 

enduring support for the 

vital work of the church. 

Ms. Hunt is well pre-

pared to assist donors and 

congregations with gift 

planning and permanent 

funds ministries. 

“Put Christ in your 

Will” - what a wonderful 

way of expressing your 

love for Christ and your 

love for your neighbor. 

Learn more on Sunday 

May 4. 
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The next newsletter is  

May 7.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 

First Pressbyterian 

Responding to God’s love and grace, we worship with joy, 

           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 

 



In a few days we will celebrate 

Easter, the resurrection of Jesus! 

We will celebrate in worship by 

singing songs, praying together, 

listening to fantastic music, shar-

ing the peace of Christ with one 

another, and partaking in the 

Eucharist. Many of us will also eat 

special meals with our friends and 

families, have egg hunts, and de-

light in Easter baskets. I have 

been researching other ways we 

can enjoy Easter and celebrate 

our risen Lord, and I would like to 

share some of the best ideas with 

you. 

Reach out to those who have 

lost a loved one in the last year. 

This is often something we do on 

All Saint’s Day, but I believe it is 

also appropriate to do so on 

Easter. We do a great job remem-

bering families at the time of and 

immediately following a funeral, 

but soon life returns to “normal” 

and families may feel lost. Easter 

is a wonderful time to celebrate 

the lives of those no longer with 

us and look forward to the 

resurrection. 

Focus on new Begin-

nings. The resurrection 

reminds us that hope al-

ways exists. Easter is a 

great time to renew com-

mitments that may have 

gone by the wayside. 

Whether you committed to read 

the Bible or a devotional every 

day, begin an active prayer life, or 

seriously work on your marriage 

or family life, now is a perfect 

time to begin again. 

Share the good news! Easter 

reminds us to tell the story of 

God’s love for us. A great way to 

do this is to say to someone, “My 

name is ____________, and I 

know Jesus lives because he lives 

in me.” Then tell someone how 

Christ has been active in your life.  

Write thank you notes to 

those who have inspired you with 

their faith. This is a great way to 

celebrate how God has been ac-

tive in someone else’s life. 

Take care of creation. Plant 

a tree, clean up trash, or 

visit an animal shelter. Res-

urrection hope is for the 

whole world, what better 

way to remember this than 

by taking notice and taking 

care of God’s creation? 

Perform random acts of 

kindness. Easter is often a time 

we spend with our families. Con-

sider celebrating Easter by serv-

ing strangers. Visit with people at 

a soup kitchen, bake cookies and 

take time to have conversation 

with shut-ins or retirement home 

residents. Surprise people in 

creative ways and let them see 

God’s love through your acts. 

I hope you have a wonderful 

Easter and that you celebrate the 

good news that Christ has risen 

by recognizing God’s love in the 

world, allowing God’s love to 

shine in your life, and sharing it 

with those around you! 

Peace and Many Blessings, 

Rev. Katy  

The A2 inscription 

reads: To the Glory of 

God, and with Appre-

ciation to the RGHC, 

from The FPC Congre-

gation, 2014  

In musical terms, 

the A2 handbell 

pitch is written three 

ledger lines below the 

bass clef staff and the B2 is the 

space above that (between the 

third and second ledger lines). 

FPC and the Ruth Greer Hand-

bell Choir (RGHC) have recently 

been blessed to receive the A2 

and B2 "Basso Profundo" Mal-

mark handbells, completing the 

entire six-octave range of our bell 

set. The B2 bell was given in 

memory of Sanford Mitchell by 

John and Joyce Anderson, and 

bears the following inscription in 

its handle: To Glorify God, in 

Memory of Sanford C. Mitchell, 

Jr., Beloved member, FPC 

Richardson 

The RGHC and I are 

thrilled with the addition 

of these richly resounding 

bells and look forward to 

sharing their glorious 

sounds in worship soon 

after Easter. 

  

  Musings                       By Rev. Katy Rigler 

New Handbells 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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As we head into Holy Week, I 

can’t help but to reflect on what 

Easter means to me. Explaining 

Easter has always been a difficult 

endeavor because it doesn’t fit 

nicely into how we understand 

the world. People don’t just res-

urrect from the dead every day. 

One of our Reformed theologi-

ans, maybe Bonhoeffer, said that 

most preachers are not up to the 

task, but should keep the preach-

ing to a minimum and sing as 

much as the service will allow. 

And while I understand where 

that perspective is coming from,  

I also believe to the very depths 

of my being, that we all need to 

be able to express what the resur-

rection means to us, personally. 

The earliest memories that I 

have about Easter include special 

church clothes, baskets, and 

hunting for eggs. As a child, I re-

member three important Easter 

Egg hunts, that stand out from 

the rest. They may have all hap-

pened in one year, or my memory 

could be knitting them together. 

The first was at a local park the 

Saturday before Easter. Hun-

dreds of eggs were scattered over 

a field that was roped off. Chil-

dren lined up along the ropes, 

waiting for the signal to begin. At 

the appropriate time, the count-

down began, but the children 

along the ropes did not wait for 

the official “go” to be spoken. 

The mad dash into the field of 

eggs began at “on your mark”. 

Wanting to follow the rules, I 

waited as the organizers finished 

their words, but it was too late. I 

didn’t get one egg. The wave of 

running children 

scooped up every 

single one, just a 

few yards ahead of 

me. Tears were 

shed, I am sure. It 

was not a holy ex-

perience; I had 

been robbed. 

But the next morning, the 

Easter Bunny had visited my 

home and made amends. There 

were eggs hidden in the corners 

of my very own yard. They were 

harder to find than the eggs at 

the park. There had been much 

more thought and care given to 

their placement. It was a magical 

experience, full of surprise and 

excitement. There was a sense of 

joy and celebration, but still, it 

wasn’t a holy experience. 

The egg hunt that I remember 

the clearest happened at church. 

In those days, I would attend the 

church service, listen to the chil-

dren’s sermon, and then make 

my way into one of the class-

rooms for “children’s Church” 

time. Most Sundays were filled 

with cutting up paper and gluing 

it onto things or building forts 

with cigar boxes that had been 

covered in contact paper. Easter 

Sunday was different. We gath-

ered with our baskets and made 

our way out into a large play-

ground that sat behind our 

church. We were told that there 

were eggs hidden, and there 

were – they were very well hid-

den. As our parents sat in church 

and sang songs and heard the 

sermon, we children searched 

high and low for eggs. Many of 

our playground conversations 

hinged on what we had been 

told during the children’s ser-

mon. We had been reminded 

that Jesus had died on Good 

Friday and had been raised 

from the dead on Easter 

morning. We had our theories 

as to how this had been accom-

plished.  

We soon gave up on our hunt 

for eggs. They were there, just 

hidden too well. Over the course 

of the next year, we would occa-

sionally find them during our 

play, and we would recall the ho-

liness of that hour we spent 

searching and speaking about the 

resurrection. From what I recall, 

that Easter morning is when a 

real sense of faith and wonder 

began to grow inside of me. We 

heard that Jesus had died. We 

heard that he was raised from the 

dead. The grownups would meet 

inside and discuss their theories 

about what this all means. And 

on the playground, we too whis-

pered that miraculous news, as 

we went through the motions 

one more time: Jesus seeks us 

out. Some of us are easy to find, 

some are harder. But we are con-

fident that he will not stop seek-

ing for us until we have all been 

found. Not even death can stop 

him. That is the good news. 

  Blessings, 

  Pastor David 

Celebrating the Resurrection By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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forms are available in the church 

office or at the scholarship dis-

play in the visitation area. 

 This scholarship fund was 

established well over 20 years 

ago in memory of J.W. Campbell 

and his son, Carson.   We are 

grateful for the generosity of the 

Campbell family for this memo-

rial gift which has been a blessing 

to more than 200 FPC students. 

The deadline for applications, 

including transcripts of high 

school grades or a transcript of 

the most recent year of college 

completed, is Thursday, July 31.  

The Permanent Funds Commit-

tee will consider all applications 

and announce its decision by 

early August.  Please direct any 

questions to Penny Colbaugh. 

All members of FPC who have 

graduated from high school and 

are enrolled in college for the Fall 

2014 semester are eligible to ap-

ply to be awarded the J.W. Camp-

bell Scholarships.  Priority may be 

given on the basis of financial 

need and/or to an applicant plan-

ning to enter a church-related 

school or profession.  There is no 

age restriction.  Application 

The Permanent Funds Com-

mittee has the responsibility of 

overseeing the General Endow-

ment funds, the Benefactor 

funds, Celebration funds, and 

other special gifts and memorials. 

The committee handles the dis-

tribution of the interest on the 

J.W. Campbell Scholarship Fund 

to students from our church fam-

ily who meet the requirements, 

and the Judy Brannan Youth 

Travel Fund which this year pro-

vided funds for students to at-

tend Kid Quake. The committee 

has also provided Minute for Mis-

sion speakers to help us under-

stand the services of the Texas 

Presbyterian Foundations. 

Presently, the Permanent Fund 

Committee consists of: 

2014 Bettye Rice 

2015 Howard Kent   Chair 

2016 Bob Tillinghast  Secretary 

2017 Bob Grimes 

2018 Penny Colbaugh 

2019 Sarah Quillici 

David Schaefers, minister, 

Harry and Lea Perkins, treasurers, 

and Debbie Rowley, session liaison. 

We, as the church family of 

FPCR, always have the opportunity 

to contribute to these funds 

through gifts that are memorial, 

gifts through wills and trusts, and 

gifts through Donor Advised funds. 

Information on these can be ob-

tained from Howard Kent. “Wills 

Emphasis Sunday” will be May 

4th with a minute for mission by 

Melinda Hunt from Texas Presby-

terian Foundation.  After worship 

would be a very good time to ask 

questions of her or at least give 

her your name and contact infor-

mation for a private conversa-

tion. 

If you are interested in learn-

ing more about the Permanent 

Funds Committee and the funds 

it oversees and represents, the 

committee members will be 

happy to share with you. 

effort, your donation  will be 

greatly appreciated. You may 

make a contribution by placing 

your check in the regular Sunday 

morning offering plate or drop it 

by the church of-

fice. Write on the 

memo line “Tree 

Fund” or “Clothes 

Closet Tree”.    

The Facilities and Mission 

Ministries are working together 

to commemorate The Clothes 

Closet Ministry and to honor the 

many volunteers who have 

served in it over the years. This 

spring a tree will be planted on 

the church grounds and a plaque 

dedicated for these purposes. If 

you would like to share in this 

J.W. Campbell Scholarships 

A Note from the Permanent Funds Committee 

“Clothes Closet Tree”  

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Blood Drive 

Sunday, April 27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

To schedule a donation time, 

visit the table in the visitation 

area or call Frankie Markham. 
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 Big thanks to all the First Friday 

volunteers who give their time and 

energy so generously to nurture 

with faith and serve with love for 

the sake of our First Friday fami-

lies! To sign up and help for a future 

month, contact Ginger (Doug) 

Anderson or Becky Lormor. 

 

First Friday (FF) parents' eve-

ning out had a royal visit from 

2014 Texas Honey Princess, 

Shannon LaGrave, on April 4! 

Princess Shannon was a poised 

and talented presenter who cap-

tivated three different audiences, 

from preschoolers to adults, with 

a winning smile, and engaging 

knowledge about bees and bee-

keeping. Other activities for the 

April "Bees and Trees" theme 

included crafts, food tastings 

from trees and natural sources, a 

tree travelogue slide show, and 

Suzanne Katz' reading of The Giv-

ing Tree by Shel Silverstein.  

Presbyterian Children's 

Homes and Services’ (PCHAS) 

Single Parent Family Program in 

Waxahachie cordially invites you 

to attend its Open House. The 

Open House will feature a pres-

entation by Cyndi Fuller, Program 

Supervisor, a tour of the homes 

and refreshments. Come and dis-

cover who this program serves, 

how we work with the commu-

nity and the amazing volunteer 

opportunities this program of-

fers. The Open House will be held 

on Saturday, May 17, 2014, from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with presenta-

tions at the top of each hour. We 

look forward to visiting with you 

and sharing how we hope to work 

together in service to struggling 

single mothers and their children. 

Please RSVP  to Cyndi by email 

at: cyndi.fuller@pchas.org or 

RSVP by phone at (972) 937-1319.  

We warmly invite you to visit our 

website at www.texas.pchas.org 

to learn more about this and 

other PCHAS programs providing 

Christ-centered care and support 

to children and families in need.  

We look forward to seeing you!  

 

Waxahachie Single Parent Family Program 

Hosts Open House May 17 
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PW Circles 
Thursday Evening Circle 

Please join us Thursday evening, 

May 1st, at 6:30 p.m. at the home 

of Ginger (Doug) Anderson, 110 

Lois Lane, Richardson, 75081. All 

are invited to bring a pot-luck 

salad dish and any ideas you have 

for study during our upcoming 

Fall/Spring period. Ginger (Doug) 

Anderson will lead our discussion 

of Chapters 18, 19, 20, and 21 of 

Evolving in Monkeytown, by Ra-

chel Held Evans, which concludes 

our study of this book. This is our 

final meeting before summer 

break. Our meeting will begin 

with supper, followed by our les-

son discussion, and ends at 9:00 

p.m. after circle business and 

prayer requests. Please call Gin-

ger (Bob) Anderson for more in-

formation.  

Wednesday Morning Circle 
Our year of study, sharing and 

socializing will end Wednesday, 

May 7th, with our Spring Lunch-

eon.  We'll meet in Fellowship 

Hall at 9:30 a.m., for coffee, tea 

or juice.  Lea Perkins will convene 

the meeting at 9:45 a.m., with 

Paula Dardaganian offering the 

devotion.  Our lesson, #12, 

Elijah's Divine Intervention, will be 

led by Eva Waldrop.  Hostesses 

for the meeting are Wilma 

Walton and Anne Healy, with 

assistance from Susan Johnson, 

Paula Dardaganian, Doris Car-

penter, Judy Stubbs and Eva 

Waldrop.  Questions:  contact Lea 

Perkins or Anne Healy. 

 

PW Book Discussion 
The Garden of Evening Mists by 

Tan Twan Eng is the choice for 

discussion for April.  Winner of 

the 2012 Man Asian Literary 

Prize, it is a novel of love and war, 

telling of a lone survivor of a bru-

tal Japanese wartime camp.  It 

offers the reader action and in-

sight to the end of an empire, all 

written by a gifted story-

teller.  Join us Monday, April 

28th, at 2:00 p.m., in the church 

library, as Ruby Nell Ormon leads 

our discussion.  Future reads in-

clude Orphan Train by Christina 

Baker Kline and Still Alice by Lisa 

Genova.  All are invited to join 

us.  Questions:  contact Anne 

Healy. 

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Donations will be  

accepted until Easter 

 

Funds collected for Cents-ability 

in March totaled $200.13  
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♥ Barbara Brewster 

♥ Bill Frank 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Jean Vestyck 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ The family of Ed Chronister 

who died 3/29 

♥ The Nance and Youngblood 

families of the death of son/

grandson, Brandon on 4/2 

♥ Mac Bean and family on the 

death of his mother 

 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families: 

Frankie and Amber Axline 

Jordan Bishopp 

Brennan Colegrove 

Lisa Mack 

Raymond Phipps 

Andy Warner 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Bartow Bechtel  

♥ Vicki Robinson 

♥ Bill Yeager 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ John Babb 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Dona Blodgett 

Sunday, April 27 
☺ Dana Colston 

Monday, April 28 
☺ Jacob Aultz 

☺ Michele Sargent 

☺ Mary Wagner 

Tuesday, April 29 

Wednesday, April 30 
☺ Ralph Stannard 

☺ Nancy Sullivan 

Thursday, May 1 

Friday, May 2 

Saturday, May 3 

Sunday, May 4 
☺ Chris Barta 

Monday, May 5 
☺ Stefani Stewart 

Tuesday, May 6 
☺ Jeff Zwiebel  

Wednesday, May 7 
☺ Bob Puig 

☺ Kade Sebek 

Thursday, May 8 
☺ Liz Phipps 

☺ Mel Reed 

Friday, May 9 
☺ David McCormack 

Saturday, May 10 
☺ Gordon Bellah 

Sunday, May 11 

Monday, May 12 
☺ Keri Gonzalez 

Tuesday, May 13 

cial thanks goes to the Pastors 

and musicians for their hard work 

and dedication. 

  In Christ, 

  Mary Jo Grimes 

  
Thank You 

Dear friends, 

Blessings and a big "thank you" 

for all the prayers, cards, calls and 

Palm Sunday Evening Service 
What’s wrong with you people? 

We had a wonderful Holy Week 

Service Sunday evening filled 

with glorious music and meaning-

ful words to help us all on our 

Lenten journey—and there were 

probably more people in the choir 

than attendees. You missed a 

truly heartfelt experience. A spe-

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Wednesday, May 14 

Thursday, May 15 
☺ Zach Brownlee 

☺ Paula Dardaganian 

Friday, May 16 

Saturday, May 17 
☺ Regina Agwe-Mbarika 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 

food following my "knee re-

placement" surgery.  Am now 

going to out patient therapy and 

look forward to soon being able 

to do all the things I enjoy doing.  

God is good! 

 In Christian love, 

 Shirley Bridges 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

20 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Easter Egg 

              Hunt 

Resurrection 

Sunday 

21 
 

 

Church Office  

Closed 
 

 

 

 

22 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot12:30  

Sew ‘n Tell 

23 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

 

 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

24 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

7:00  Wordsmything 

25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

27 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

Blood Drive 

28 
 

 

2:00  PW Book     

Discussion Group 

 

 

 

 

29 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

30 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

1 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

National Day  

of Prayer 
 

6:30 PW Circle 

2 
 

 

Friendship Day 

 
 

 

6:30  First Friday 

3 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

 

12:00 Pan American 

Mission Luncheon 

4 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

             Communion 
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6 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

7 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

8 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
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