
The VBS 

theme for this 

summer is 

"Signs, Won-

ders, and Mira-

cles." With 

the leadership 

of our music 

staff 

and Pastor 

David we will 

explore through word and 

music how God moves in 

our lives. Plans are being 

made for guest clinicians 

to share their musical tal-

ents. Laura Houston and 

Colleen Oates are busy 

making plans for pre-

school aged children.  To 

register your children/

grandchildren, forms may 

be picked up in the church 

office or visitation 

area between May 3 and 

June 7. To make this all 

happen, we will need 

shepherds, kitchen help, 

escorts as children arrive 

and leave, door monitors, 

and craft helpers; if you 

would like to be a part of 

this exciting week from 

July 7-11, please call Gin-

ger Anderson.   

VBS—July 7-11 

Blood Drive Reminder 

Our spring blood drive 

is this Sunday, April 21. If 

you have signed up, be 

sure to eat a good break-

fast and come to Fellow-

ship Hall a little 

before your ap-

pointment time. 

There are still some 

slots available; contact 

Frankie Markham to sign 

up or if you have any 

questions. 
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           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 



Well it’s tax time and for the 

very first time in decades I’m get-

ting a refund, not much of one 

mind you, but a refund neverthe-

less. Now that’s real cause for 

celebration!  When I get my re-

fund check I think I’ll go out and 

get a fresh tank of gas, or per-

haps treat myself to some socks 

and underwear (the kind of birth-

day gift my Mother always gave 

me), or I might just stick the cash 

in my pocket and luxuriate in the 

fact that I didn’t have to render it 

unto Caesar. I don’t really know 

where I’m going with all this ex-

cept that sometimes, if not most 

of the time, it’s the little things in 

life that can bring us the most 

joy. It’s that way with music…the 

perfect tuning of a four part 

chord, the sublime diminuendo, 

or that exact moment where the 

music aligns itself in a perfect 

symmetry of text and musical 

harmony where I get a glimpse of 

God that lets me know that he 

has been listening the entire 

time.  

These types of moments hap-

pen to all if us and at times when 

we least expect it. For me its mu-

sic, for you it could be poetry, a 

beautiful work of art, fresh flow-

ers handpicked from your garden, 

or perhaps the look of love in the 

eyes of your grandchild. No mat-

ter the means that God uses, the 

experience is the same for all of 

us.  God reveals himself to us in a 

myriad of ways, sometimes dra-

matic, sometimes subtle…in 

ways that makes the most use of 

our senses.  I’m sure you’re ex-

pecting to hear the old 

admonishment to 

“stop and smell the 

roses” and you would 

be correct. For it is in 

our acts of “pulling 

back” that we actually 

move forward in our 

Christian lives. 

In my other life at Temple 

Emanu-El, the clergy have begun 

a new initiative designed to take 

this thought of “pulling back” to 

heart. They are distributing but-

tons to all our staff and congre-

gants that say “I Stop for Shab-

bat”. One of the deeply multilay-

ered meanings of the word Shab-

bat is simply “stop”.  To stop for 

Shabbat means to pull back, to 

get reacquainted with God, to 

take time to reconnect with fam-

ily, with friends, and perhaps 

even complete strangers. Stop-

ping for Shabbat takes to heart 

God’s commandment to “keep 

the Sabbath”.  Abraham Joshua 

Herschel (a Polish born American 

Rabbi and one of the leading 

theologians of the 20th century) in 

his book The Sabbath, argues that 

the Sabbath exists for all of us 

whether we look upon it in the 

religious sense or not. The book 

of Genesis states that God cre-

ated and God rested and then 

acknowledged that what he had 

created was good.  Our lives are 

designed around this idea of work 

and rest.  We work, we rest, and 

we acknowledge our creator. It is 

God’s cycle of life and to be at 

one with the Sabbath means to 

be at one with God. 

Our church staff has been 

reading Dietrich Bonhoef-

fer’s book Life Together. It 

has been a difficult read 

knowing the conditions of 

Bonhoeffer’s life when he 

wrote it.  It is a very compel-

ling book and our staff has 

had several discussions with 

divergent viewpoints on its 

meaning for us today.  One as-

pect of the book that has great 

meaning for me is Bonhoeffer’s 

sense of keeping the Sabbath. 

His idea of a devout community 

of believers worshipping God 

with one unified voice and his 

emphasis on our personal respon-

sibility in our worship services 

resonates with me in our own 

congregation. We lift those with 

heavy hearts, comfort those who 

suffer, and we rejoice with those 

whom God has blessed.  As we 

sing new songs to God, our wor-

ship will reflect the rhythm of 

Sabbath rest, of Sabbath Holi-

ness, of Sabbath peace, of God’s 

eternal love.    

Ralph 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 
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Looking out from my 

office window, I have been 

watching and waiting for 

spring to arrive. There 

have been telltale signs 

that it is almost here. The 

plants have been greening 

up, the birds and squirrels 

have become so active 

that I am entertained by 

their constant motion. And 

around FPC, things are beginning 

to bloom as well. 

Vacation Bible School plan-

ning is underway. Teachers are 

being recruited for Sunday 

School classes for the next year. 

(Please contact me if you would 

like to be a Sunday School 

teacher or substitute!) Fellowship 

activities are being planned, 

schedules are being coordinated, 

mission activities are taking 

shape. It is an exciting time to be 

involved at First Presbyterian 

Church. 

There are all types of opportu-

nities in and around the church. 

There is something for everyone! 

No matter who you are or what 

your past experiences may be, 

there is a place for you within the 

mission and ministry 

of the church. Some-

times, people have a 

hard time engaging in 

activities around a 

congregation because 

they feel that all the 

jobs are already 

taken. That is simply 

not true. There is al-

ways room for more 

around the table.  

Over the course of the next 

few months, the session and I will 

be imagining and discerning 

where Christ is leading us, as a 

congregation. Part of that discus-

sion will be on how to better pro-

vide a place for ministry, how to 

engage more members in minis-

try, and how to reach out to oth-

ers with the ministries we already 

have in place. I hope to hear from 

you as well. Your ideas are impor-

tant in this endeavor. 

Equally important is nurturing 

the faith of our members and 

visitors. While Sunday morning 

worship does that to some ex-

tent, there is just no way we can 

get at the depth of the faith in an 

hour. That is where Christian 

Education comes in. Through 

Sunday School classes, Bible 

studies, PW Circles, and faith 

sharing groups we grow in our 

understanding of the faith we 

have been called to. These are a 

great opportunity to gain better 

understanding of who we are and 

what we are called to do in the 

world. I do encourage you, what-

ever your experience may have 

been in the past, to try out some-

thing new this spring. Maybe it is 

time that you join the choir. 

Maybe it is time that you try out a 

class for a few weeks. I know that 

you will find these experiences to 

be rewarding. 

I am so happy to be with you, 

here at First Presbyterian Church. 

I have enjoyed meeting so many 

of you and I look forward to 

growing with you over the course 

of this next year. Faith is often 

described as a journey that we 

take together. I am so happy to 

have you as my traveling com-

panions. 

May the peace of Christ be 

with you! 

David 

you are encouraged to grab a 

pencil and trace around both of 

your hands.  We will need right 

hands, left hands, young hands, 

older hands, tall hands and short 

hands.  Please plan to participate 

in this fun project 

The Sew&Tell group is plan-

ning a new banner for Fellowship 

Hall. Over the next month (or as 

long as it takes) we will be col-

lecting tracings of everyone’s 

hands. To begin with, there will 

be tables set up in the Visitation 

Area on Sunday mornings where 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 

A “HAND”SOME PROJECT 
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VMLC (Vickery Meadow Learning Center) is dedicated to improving English literacy levels among non-

English speaking adults and their young children by providing programs in communication and life skills.   

 

Faith Presbyterian Hospice 

Spring Butterfly Release 

 

To celebrate the memory of your loved one. 

Sunday, April 28, 2013 

2:00 pm 

  

on the grounds of the future home of the T. Boone Pickens Hospice 

and Palliative Care Center 

12379 Merit Drive, Dallas, Texas 75251 

 

To reserve your butterfly, RSVP by April 19, 2013 

vsanchez@prescs.org or 214-699-4743 

  

The Fellowship Ministry is 

hosting a church wide picnic on 

May 19 following worship. 

Weather permitting, we will dine 

outside. Please “save the date”, 

more details will follow. 

 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Volunteers are needed for Sum m er Session at VM LC!  June 3 – June 27 

 

A mere eight hours of yo ur tim e is so valuable to  us! 

 

Adult Classroom Teacher:   Teach English to non -English speak ing  adults. Sign up to teach one fou r-day 

week Mond ay through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Teacher training  & m ateria ls are provided. 

Orientatio n/tra ining dates available throu ghout May and early June.  All c lasses are co -taugh t and no 

seco nd lan guag e or teachin g experien ce is required !  M inimum  age to  volunteer: 18 years. 

 

Vickery Meadow Campus, 6329 Ridgecrest , Dallas, TX  75231 

W est D allas C amp us, 1018 Gallagher, Da llas, TX 75212 

 

 

To volunteer, con tact Liz Harling at VMLC 

Email:  volunteer@v mlc.org  

Pho ne:  214-265-5057 ext . 102 
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Four years ago, First Friday, a 

program dreamed up and imple-

mented by Becky Lormor and 

Ginger Anderson, began with 19 

children. On April 5, 74 children 

participated and enjoyed an eve-

ning of fun and entertainment 

with the incredible Bubble 

Lady!  What fun to see the birth-

day children (and Stephen O!) 

having turns inside a bubble – a 

birthday memory not to be for-

gotten. A program of this magni-

tude requires a lot of volunteers – 

thanks to the escorts, shepherds, 

snack providers, exit monitors, 

and registration team for the 

blessings you bring each month 

to our FF children and families!  

Special thanks this month go 

to Dianne for recommending the 

Bubble Lady, to Ginger for ar-

ranging her visit, and to Jan, 

Doug, and Ginger for bubbly 

crafts and activities! Thanks also 

to Dee, Laura, and Bettye for the 

bubbles and fun that floated 

through the blue and green pre-

schooler groups, to our Geek 

Squad (Kevin and Doug) for 

equipping the computer lab for 

friendly competition, and to 

Charlie and Linda for guiding 

FFX! in Gilli’s absence. Also, 

thanks to Margaret for meeting 

with two moms for ESL conversa-

tion class. 

 The loving and safe welcome 

provided has multiplied the num-

bers, bringing visitors who other-

wise might never know about 

FPC. Martha heard again from a 

parent Friday night, “I have lived 

in Richardson for years and never 

knew this church was here.”   

Bubble Lady Visits First Friday 
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Shufflers 
The Shufflers play casual bridge 

next on Wednesday, April 24, at 

12:45 p.m. in the commons near 

the church office. All are wel-

come to play but you must re-

serve a seat by calling Frankie 

Markham. 
 

Holy Strollers 
Our April walk will be through the 

beautiful, peaceful Spring Creek 

Nature Trail.  If you've thought 

about joining this group, which 

meets for meditation, conversa-

tion, exercise and good food, now 

is the time - our spring walks are 

among the best!  We'll meet Sat-

urday, April 27th, at 7:00 a.m., at 

the southeast corner of Renner 

Road and Central Expressway. 

Hope to see you there.  Breakfast 

will follow at Poor Richard's in 

Plano.   Questions?  Contact Anne 

Healy. 
 

PW Book Discussion 
It's Spring, so let's talk flowers, 

and plots and characters!  At 2:00 

p.m., Monday, April 29th, we'll 

meet in the church library when 

Judy Stubbs will lead our discus-

sion of Vanessa Diffenbaugh's 

novel The Language of Flow-

ers.  Come with Bouvardia!  May's 

selection is Freedom Bound by 

Rosalie T. Turner and discussion 

will be led by Dianne Adamson.  
 

 PW Circles 
 

PW Wednesday Morning Circle 
Our last meeting on May 1st at 

9:00 am will be devoted to study 

and fun. We are planning a 

brunch for  fun and visiting. Bet-

tye Rice, Mary Jo Grimes and 

Marilyn Frey are our hostesses.  

Suzanne Katz will lead our Devo-

tional and our Lesson Leader is 

Paula Dardaganian with 

"Brothers and Sisters in Har-

mony." They must embrace one 

another in truth and love in order 

to discover their harmony. 

Scripture: 1 John 2-4; Jude 17-25. 

We will enjoy the nice warm sum-

mer after our May meeting and 

wait patiently for our next get 

together in September when we 

will turn our attention to a popu-

lar Women of Faith Series: Trust-

ing God...a life without worry. 

Sounds Good. Want YOU to be at 

both meetings! Questions? Con-

tact Judy Stubbs. 
 

P. W. Thursday Evening Circle  
Please join us Thursday evening, 

May 2nd, at 6:30 p.m. in Fellow-

ship Hall. Sue Rickman is hostess. 

All are invited to bring a pot-luck 

supper dish. This is our final 

meeting before summer break. 

Our lesson is Book 4, Unspoken, 

from A Lineage of Grace by Fran-

cine Rivers, and concludes our 

study of this religious fiction 

book. Our lesson presenter is to 

be determined. Our meeting will 

begin with supper, followed by 

our lesson presentation and dis-

cussion, and ends at 9:00 p.m. 

after circle business and prayer 

requests. Please call Ginger (Bob) 

Anderson for more information.  

crucifixion and death for my and 

your sins. 

As I was looking around the 

sanctuary thinking what a marvel-

ous religious experience this was, I 

realized that it was only a third full! 

In the days that have followed I 

have wondered why there were so 

few of us there? I have decided we 

are complacent. Many of us think 

something like this – plenty of peo-

ple will be there so will it matter if I 

am there?) Yes, it matters. It mat-

ters to the life and vibrancy of our 

church. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 

I am feeling guilty and guilt is 

only good if it causes one to do 

something to remedy the problem 

so I am writing this article. 

The Good Friday worship ser-

vice done by our choir was an awe-

some gift. The music was fueled by 

passion, love, and God’s Grace. 

Don’t misunderstand me; it was 

not feel good music. It made the 

case that God was willing to make 

the ultimate sacrifice of allowing 

his only son to suffer humiliation, 

Events and Opportunities 

A Note on the Good Friday Service 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Any program as good and fine 

as the Good Friday service was 

should not only be attended but 

should be shared. Every one of us 

who are able bodied should attend 

and invite everyone we know and 

maybe some people we don’t know 

to come with us. 

Did I invite anyone to come 

with me? No, I did not, not one liv-

ing soul – Shame on me!  Just re-

member guilt is only good if it 

causes you to correct the problem 

at your earliest opportunity. 

Eva Waldrop 
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At Home: 
♥ Suzy Axline 

♥ Rachael Graham (Anne Healy’s 

cousin) 

♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Elsie Hamaker 

♥ Jan Harrison (Anne Healy’s 

friend) 

♥ Maggie Kaeser (Calligaro’s 

niece) 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Brian Tanzola 

♥ Phyllis Wahler 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Shirley Latham and family 

on the death of her aunt, 

Bess Grubbs on 4/5. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

Our congregation and Session 

as we move into the future. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Cheryl Dowling 

♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Pattie Powell 

♥ Guy Smith 

♥ Dick Stead 

♥ Wilda Webster 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, April 28 
☺ Jacob Aultz 

☺ Michele Sargent 

☺ Mary Wagner 

Monday, April 29 
☺ Karen Parrish 

Tuesday, April 30 
☺ Ralph Stannard 

☺ Nancy Sullivan 

Wednesday, May 1 

Thursday, May 2 

Friday, May 3 

Saturday, May 4 
☺ Chris Barta 

Sunday, May 5 
☺ Stefani Stewart 

Monday, May 6 
☺ Jeffrey Zwiebel 

Tuesday, May 7 
☺ Bob Puig 

☺ Kade Sebek 

Wednesday, May 8 
☺ Liz Phipps 

Thursday, May 9 

Exciting News 
Judy Bozone will  be joining the 

faculty of the Composition and 

Theory department at Mahidol 

University in Bangkok, Thailand 

in June! Congratulations and Best 

Wishes Judy!  

 

 

 

 

 

New Contact Info 
 Lois Pearson has a new email 

address. Tim and Val Lormor 

have a new mailing address. Con-

tact the church office for them. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thank You 
Thank you FPC for the continued 

care and concern you have shown 

for my daughter, Susan. After 

many months of frustration in 

seeking a diagnosis to her ail-

ments, she has found a physician 

who feels he has answers. Many 

times Susan has said she has 

known that prayers have been 

her staying power. 

      Gratefully and Because of him, 

      Nancy Sullivan 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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☺ David McCormack 

Friday, May 10 
☺ Gordon Bellah 

Saturday, May 11 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

21 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Session 

 

Blood Drive 
 

5:00  Book Club 

22 
 

 

 

Earth Day 
 

 

 

23 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

24 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:15 Shufflers 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

25 
 

 

 

1:00  Caring Min 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 
7:00  Holy Strollers 

28 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

30 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

 

 

 

7:00  Fellowship Min 

1 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

5:30  Wonderful Wed 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

2 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

National Day 

of Prayer 
 

7:00  PW Circle 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

4 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

5 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

             Communion 

12:00  Worship Min 

 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

8 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Facilities 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
 

Session Retreat at 

the Grimes’ lake 

house 

April/May 2013 

Pastor David is out of the office 

Pastor David is out of the office 


