
What do you get when 

you take 9 children and 2 

adult sponsors to Camp 

Gilmont for the weekend? 

KidQuake 2014!  

Last Friday, many 

of our FPC Children 

(and some of their 

friends) loaded up in 

three cars and hit the 

road for Camp Gil-

mont, just outside of Gil-

mer, TX. As they drove 

through the rainstorms, 

they saw a huge rainbow, 

just as the sun was set-

ting. Fortunately, we ar-

rived at camp just before 

several other vans and 

one huge bus arrived from 

11 other congregations 

from all over the presby-

tery. We checked in, 

unloaded, claimed our 

bunks and headed to the 

main lodge for an evening 

of energizers, skits and 

songs. Altogether there 

were around 105 children 

and 31 adult sponsors who 

spent the weekend with 

about 15 Austin College 

Activators and Gilmont 

Camp Counselors in 

prayer, small groups, Bible 

study, and a host of other 

activities. 

For many of our FPC 

Richardson children, this 

was their first camping 

experience and it was a 

good one. Friday evening 

ended with devotionals 

and sharing of “sads and 

glads”. Saturday was a fun

-filled day of playing, wor-

shiping God, learning new 

stories and songs, and 

being creative. All of our 

children participated in 

small groups with children 

from the other congrega-

tions. They discussed the 

skit about Joseph, his 

challenges, and the 

dreams he interpreted. 

Sunday morning, eve-

ryone packed up their 

gear and began getting 

ready for the trip home. 

Of course, there were 

more skits, energizers and 

small group meetings to 

get everyone going. 

KidQuake ended with 

worship at the 

“Chapel in the Sky”. 

The outdoor worship 

space was a fifteen 

minute hike up the 

mountain. There, all of the 

small groups took turns in 

leading the different parts 

of the service. It was a 

beautiful experience! 

On the way home, 

many of our children com-

mented on how much fun 

they had at KidQuake and 

expressed interest in go-

ing to summer camp at 

Gilmont. Many wanted to 

stay the whole week. 

Many new friends were 

made and lessons were 

learned, but most of all, it 

was a great weekend of 

growing closer to God.  
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we worship with joy, 

nurture with faith, and 
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Anticipating Easter  

Just within the past few days, 

the grass has been greening up. 

The Easter Lilies I planted in my 

yard last year are sprouting up. 

Everywhere I look, creation is 

getting ready for Spring and 

Easter along with it.  

Over the past month, as we 

have been anticipating the com-

ing events of Holy Week and 

Easter, there has been much 

preparation going on behind the 

scenery. For starters, our Sanctu-

ary Choir is joining with the choir 

from St. Barnabas for two special 

Holy Week services. I do hope 

that we will have a good showing 

at both of these choral medita-

tions because there has been a 

lot of work put into them. They 

will be both inspirational and 

filled with beautiful choral music 

to enhance the journey to the 

cross. The first of these will be at 

4 p.m. on Palm Sunday (April 13) 

and will be followed by a potluck 

supper in our own fellowship hall. 

(See more informa-

tion on page 6.) The 

second choral medi-

tation will take place 

on Good Friday (April 

18) at St. Barnabas 

Presbyterian Church, 

at 7 p.m.  

In addition to the 

choral meditations, we will also 

have a Maundy Thursday service 

at 7 p.m. on April 17, in the FPC 

Sanctuary. On Good Friday, we 

will have a mid-day worship ser-

vice with communion in the FPC 

Chapel. That service will begin at 

noon.  

This year, we have received 

word that the Easter Bunny is 

planning to visit us on Easter 

morning. Children should re-

member to bring their baskets on 

Easter Morning! Instead of candy, 

the eggs will contain tickets that 

may be exchanged for prizes. If 

you would like to help with any 

aspect of the Easter egg hunt, 

please contact me or Amy 

Weeks. There will also 

be an opportunity to 

help with Easter Lilies 

again this year. To do 

that, please contact 

Shirley Latham. (See 

more information on 

page 6.) 

Of course, Easter is 

about more than flowers, eggs, 

singing, and extra services. At its 

heart, Easter is about the good 

news of our risen Lord and about 

the new life he brings as our sins 

are forgiven and our relationship 

with God is reestablished. Easter 

is about the resurrection and its 

claim on our daily living. As we 

approach the next few weeks, full 

of anticipation for that holy day, 

we need to remember that how 

we respond to God’s love and 

grace matters, but in the end God 

has already won.   

May your Lent be meaningful. 

Pastor David 

VBS 
It’s time to think about volunteer-

ing to help with Vacation Bible 

School—Monday, July 7 through 

Friday July 11. Contact Nancy Jo 

Freeman or Laura Houston to talk 

about how you might help.. 
 

Camp Gilmont 
Gilmont Summer Camps is now 

taking reservations for sessions in 

Church Work Day 
On Saturday, 

April 5, at 9 a.m. 

we are doing our 

spring cleaning to 

get the church 

building and 

grounds ready for 

the Easter cele-

bration. There are jobs for every-

one. Please come to help. 
 

June and July for children ages 7 

through 16. There is also a mini 

camp for ages 6-8. More informa-

tion can be found on the camp 

website www.campgilmont.org 

Scholarships are available 

through the camp and also 

through FPC by talking with Pas-

tor David. 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 

More ways to be involved 
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Romans 4:1-5; 13-17 

This passage, a favorite of 

Protestants throughout the ages, 

offers a memorable depiction of 

faith. But what is faith? Some 

people understand faith as 

equivalent to belief. We have 

faith when we believe something 

to be true; we lack faith when we 

don’t believe. The test of our 

faith, in this view, is whether we 

agree with statements about the 

Christian religion. Do you believe 

that Jesus is the Son of God? Do 

you believe that he died for the 

sins of the world? Do you believe 

in the resurrection of the body? 

Answer “yes” and we have faith; 

answer “no” and we lack it. 

But this passage—and the Old 

Testament stories about Abra-

ham that it refers to—say some-

thing more about faith. Faith in-

volves more than words we say 

with our lips or beliefs we form in 

our minds. Faith, instead, is a 

posture of trust. An example will 

illustrate the contrast I am mak-

ing: I can believe that my teenage 

daughter is a good driver by tell-

ing her so. But I have faith that 

she is a good driver when I give 

her the keys and have her drive 

the family to visit her grandpar-

ents. On the way, I might even 

fall asleep in the passenger seat. 

See the difference? In the first 

instance, I am simply saying 

words; in the second, I am acting 

in accordance with that state-

ment, trusting that my daughter 

will carry us to our destination 

safely. 

Abraham trusts the remark-

able promises that God makes to 

him; that God will give him a new 

home far from his ancestral land; 

that as an elderly couple, he and 

his wife, Sarah, will have a son; 

that his offspring will be as nu-

merous as the stars. Abraham 

trusts in God’s word and acts 

upon that trust. He goes to a new 

land; he prepares for the birth of 

a child; he lives into God’s prom-

ises. 

Christian faith also makes as-

tonishing claims: that God loves 

the world without exception; that 

God sends God’s beloved Son to 

save it; that God raises this Son 

from the dead. These promises 

are made in a world where much 

seems untrustworthy—from po-

litical leaders who fail to keep 

their word to TV commercials 

that we assume to be false. Amid 

these empty slogans Is the prom-

ise of God’s Son given for the 

world, a promise renewed every 

year at Lent. To “have” faith is 

more than believing a few state-

ments about Jesus Christ; it is to 

trust in the living God who sent 

him and to act out of that trust. 
 

Holy and Loving God, teach us to 

live not out of fear, but out of 

trust. You have given your son to 

the world, and that is the source of 

trust that will cast out any fear. 

Amen. 
 

This meditation is from the 2014 Lenten 

devotional booklet published by Austin 

Theological Seminary. The author is Dr. 

David Hadley Jensen, Professor in the Cla-

rence N. and Betty B. Frierson Distinguished 

Chair of Reformed Theology, and Associate 

Dean for Academic Programs. 

you would like to share in this 

effort, your donation  will be 

greatly appreciated. You may 

make a contribution by placing 

your check in the regular Sunday 

morning offering plate or drop it 

by the church office. Write on the 

memo line “Tree Fund” or 

“Clothes Closet Tree”.   

The Facilities and Mission 

Ministries are working together 

to commemorate The Clothes 

Closet ministry and to honor the 

many volunteers who have 

served in it over the years. This 

spring a tree will be planted on 

the church grounds and a plaque 

dedicated for these purposes. If 

What is faith? 

Springtime is Planting Time 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Larry James, Chair of Dallas' 
Poverty Task Force, April 4 

CitySquare President and CEO 

Larry James will speak on "Loving 

God and Loving Neighbors" at 

the Preston Hollow Presbyterian 

Church's Friday Talk Series on 

April 4 at 11:45 a.m. Tickets for 

the meal are $10 available online 

www.phpc.org/talkseries or by 

calling 214.368.6348, ext. 252.   

 

 Exploring Christianity AFTER 
Religion, April 5-6 

Join FPC of Dallas for three free 

public lectures with author and 

speaker, Diana Butler Bass, 

through the Brown Lecture Fund. 

 What happens to faith when 

"religion" becomes a bad word? 

When there are more unaffiliated 

Americans than there are Roman 

Catholics, mainline Protestants or 

evangelical Protestants? Every-

thing changes, that's what hap-

pens. Join Diana Butler Bass for a 

weekend of thinking about the 

world outside of church, looking 

at trends and topics that are in-

fluencing our own spiritual lives 

and our communities of faith. For 

more information: fpcdallas.org/

dianabutlerbass.   

 

Easter Vigil at FPC of Dallas 
One of the earliest known wor-

ship traditions in the Christian 

Church is the Easter Vigil. A vigil 

is an evening service of Scripture 

readings and prayers in which 

believers vigilantly and eagerly 

wait and watch for the celebra-

tion of the Savior's resurrection. 

Much like Old Testament believ-

ers waited through the night of 

the Passover for God to deliver 

them from the Egyptians, Chris-

tians wait for the light- the sign of 

Christ's deliverance from the 

tomb. The Easter Vigil is the part-

ner to the Good Friday Tenebrae 

Service. Just as darkness symbol-

izes Christ's death, so the light 

symbolizes Christ's new begin-

ning. 

 FPC of Dallas invites mem-

bers of Grace Presbytery to par-

ticipate in an all-night Easter 

Vigil. It begins with a worship 

service at 8 p.m. on Saturday, 

April 19, and continues as partici-

pants "keep watch" with brief 

prayers offered each hour of the 

night until the 6:30 a.m. sunrise 

service on Easter morning. We 

need leaders to volunteer to be 

present each hour (on the hour) 

of the night. If you're a late night 

person or an early riser we need 

you! For more information, con-

tact Joshua Taylor, Director of 

Worship & Music. Sign up at 

www.fpcdallas.org/eastervigil.  

$2,010,464 to Presbyterian Disas-

ter Assistance; $2,212,994 to 

Presbyterian Hunger Program; 

and $1,978,929 to Self Develop-

ment of People. 

Your gift to OGHS is a gift of 

hope. Your gift allows Presbyte-

rian Disaster Assistance to re-

store communities around the 

world affected by natural and 

human caused disasters. Your 

generosity helps the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program work with Pres-

byteries and other partners to 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 

One Great Hour of Sharing is 

an ecumenical organization 

which Presbyterians have long 

supported, giving about 7.5 mil-

lion dollars last year. Wow! Let’s 

take a look at where all that 

money goes. 

30% is administrative cost, 

which includes salaries, advertis-

ing materials and educational 

materials. Leaving $6,202,388 

which was distributed: 

alleviate hunger and 

eliminate its causes 

in this country and 

internationally. Your 

sharing makes it 

possible for Self De-

velopment of People 

to affirm the dignity of all by as-

sisting in the empowerment of 

economically poor, oppressed 

and disadvantaged people. 

Please give generously. 

Your Mission Ministry 

Lenten and Easter Opportunities 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
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main course. You may make a 

reservation to attend the pot luck 

supper either by marking the 

Friendship Pad during worship or 

by calling the church office. 

 

Labyrinth 
Remember—The labyrinth is 

coming to FPC during Holy Week! 

Visit Fellowship Hall and walk the 

labyrinth in medi-

tation for a part of 

your Lenten jour-

ney. Instructions 

are there for your 

use. For more in-

formation call Mary Jo Grimes or 

Linda Yeager. 

 Arts Alive Ministry 

Palm Sunday Pot Luck Supper 
Please let this serve as a reminder 

to bring a side dish, either a vege-

table or salad to share on Sunday, 

April 13. You may bring your dish 

to the church kitchen on your 

way to the service that begins at 

4 p.m. We will keep the hot foods 

hot and the cold foods cold. We 

are serving fried chicken as the 

Sunday Book Club 
Because our usual Sunday meet-

ing in April falls on Palm 

Sunday, we will meet at 

5 p.m. at the home of 

Laurie Wadleigh on Sat-

urday, April 12. As 

usual, we'll bring snacks to share. 

Call Ginger Anderson for more 

information. Carpool? 

 

Wordsmything 
Please note: our April meeting 

will be a week later, on Thursday, 

April 24, so as not to 

conflict with our ob-

servance of Holy 

Week. 

 

Please Help Network 
The Mission Ministry is request-

ing the following food items for 

April donations: canned tuna, 

chicken, chili, and vegetables; 

soup—dried mixes and canned; 

and small containers of cooking 

oil. Your continued generosity 

towards those in need in our 

community is appreciated.  

 

Lunafest 
13th Annual Film Festival benefit-

ting Network. Features short 

films by, for, and about women, 

on April 11, at 12 noon at Alamo 

Drafthouse. Tickets are $50 and 

include food and drinks; purchase 

on-line at www.thenetwork.org 

or www.lunafest.org. 

pick one or two up 

and add your word-

ing to the card; at-

tach a check made 

out to First Presby-

terian Church and 

put "lilies" in the 

Memo line. Each lily costs $10.  

We need your help to make our 

Sanctuary glorious for Easter. 

We will put the lilies out and 

Easter lilies will again adorn 

our Sanctuary for Easter Sunday, 

April 20. We would like to include 

the chapel in our decorating for 

this special day. That means we 

need a few more lilies than we 

normally buy. You may want to 

donate a lily in memory or in 

honor of someone special in your 

life. Cards will be in the Visitation 

Area by Sunday, April 6. Please 

arrange them on Saturday, 

April 19 at 10 a.m. If you can 

come and give no more than 

two hours, we can make the 

Sanctuary look great for Easter 

Sunday. Please put that date 

and time on your calendar. If 

you have any questions, feel free 

to call Shirley Latham. 

Holy Week Activities   

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  
♥ Dona Blodgett 

♥ Barbara Brewster 

♥ Mary Farrington 

♥ Bill Frank 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Jean Vestyck 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Shirley Bridges 

♥ Bill Yeager 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Bill Yeager 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

Sunday, April 13 
☺ Sharon Babb 

☺ Peter Elsea 

Monday, April 14 
☺ Euna  Rue Brady 

Tuesday, April 15 
☺ Dane Gray 

Wednesday, April 16 

Thursday, April 17 
☺ Suzy Axline 

☺ Justin Wilson 

Friday, April 18 
☺ Mary Johnson 

Saturday, April 19 
Sunday, April 20 
☺ Barbara Lindorm 

Monday, April 21 
☺ Nicki Charriere 

☺ Scott Crouch 

☺ Zach Langrehr 

Tuesday, April 22 
☺ Eliot Houpt 

Wednesday, April 23 
☺ Mike Gust 

kids. You will see pictures of 

these kids in the classroom which 

is a borrowed house, have just a 

little around them. You will see 

some of the natives in 

the local Presbyterian 

church which is still 

under construction. 

They just need assis-

tance from time to 

time that is why I de-

cided to always pick up 

things for them. That 

is the only thing I can 

do to them as for now. 

Please make sure the 

ladies who help me 

picked up the clothes 

Adult Sunday School 
 The Coffee Class has begun a 

new DVD series, “Painting the 

Stars: Science, Religion, and an 

Evolving Faith.” Join us in Room 

111 near the Chapel for an always 

interesting discussion. 
 

Thank You! 
Good day Pastor, 

This is Lilian Agwe, Jenna's 

mom. I just want to share my ap-

preciation for the clothes that we 

picked up from the Clothes 

Closet. They were distributed to 

the village kids and to a local kin-

dergarten school operated by a 

local teacher to help educate the 

see the pictures so they know 

their help didn’t go in vain. These 

photos have been scanned to me 

from Cameroon. 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Thursday, April 24 
☺ John Minter 

☺ Bailee Segrist 

☺ Bud Walton 

Friday, April 25 
☺ Patti Jones 

Saturday, April 26 
☺ Layth Yarbou 

Think Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

30 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

4:15  Handbell class 

31 
 

 

 

2:00 PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

1 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

2 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:30   PW Circle 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

3 
10:00 Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00  Faith and Grief 

         PW Circle 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

5 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

9:00  Church  

     Work Day 

6 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

4:15  Handbell class 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

9 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

10 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
 

13 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 
 

Palm Sunday 
4:00 Choral Program 

5:00  Potluck Dinner 

 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

16 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

17 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00 Maundy  

            Thursday 

18 

Good Friday 
 

12:00  Worship in the 

              Chapel 

 

7:00  Choir Program 

       at St Barnabas 

19 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

March/April 2014 

Labyrinth 


