
If you haven’t seen it 

already, we hope that you 

will take a little time to 

explore our new website. 

The address is: 

www.fpcrichardson.org.  

Over the past several 

months, FPC members 

and staff have been 

exploring options for 

the updated site. 

Right before Easter, 

everything came to-

gether and we were 

able to launch the 

site, complete with a 

new and fresh look. 

On page 3 of this 

newsletter, there is a 

bit of the new home page 

but it is in black and white.   

You’ll have to go on-line 

to get the full effect in 

color. 

Over the next several 

weeks, we will be adding 

content and polishing up 

the formatting so that it 

presents FPC in its best 

light. 

Today, websites are 

often the front door to 

churches. They let pro-

spective members know 

what the churches are 

about and what they 

might find if they visit.  

Church websites are 

also great places to learn 

about the mission and 

ministry of a congregation 

if you are already a mem-

ber! We hope that you will 

spend a little time looking 

over our new pages. We 

would love to hear your 

feedback, especially if we 

have left out important 

information about our 

congregation. 

The website is just one 

of many ways that we 

communicate as a congre-

gation. At FPC, we are 

also blessed to be able to 

share stories and in-

formation through 

this newsletter and 

the weekly ePress 

email. These are 

great resources to 

share with friends 

and family. We plan 

to continue all of 

these methods of 

communication and 

we welcome your regular 

submissions.  

If you have something 

that you would like to 

share, the easiest way to 

do so is by calling or 

emailing the church office. 

We look forward to hear-

ing from you. 

Check out the new FPCR website! 
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           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 



This year’s Holy Week services 

were a blessing to me and I pray 

they were meaningful to you as 

well. Each service had a particular 

portion of the Passion story to 

tell and each was unique and 

evocative. My sincere thanks go 

to Pastor Schaefers for his in-

spired leadership and thoughtful 

planning of each service and for 

his sermons which truly reso-

nated with theological insight 

and clarity of intent.  

Holy Week is like none other 

as we are confronted with the 

reality of the suffering and an-

guish of our Lord and his trium-

phant victory 

over death on 

Resurrection 

Sunday. It is 

truly a heart 

wrenching, 

emotional ex-

perience that 

can be both 

overwhelming 

and comforting. 

Overwhelming in the sense that 

we must relive the cruelties of our 

Lord’s trial and crucifixion, and 

comforting in the fact that Christ 

paid the ultimate price for each of 

us. Christ suffered, Christ died, 

Christ arose and lives again. In 

Christ’s glorious resurrection do 

we also find eternal life! Christ is 

risen! Christ is risen indeed, alle-

luia! 

I must express my deepest 

gratitude to my fellow musicians, 

Shirley Latham and Becky Lor-

mor. Working with these two 

professionals is truly an existen-

tial experience. There are literally 

hundreds of musical details that 

must be worked 

out prior to our 

Holy Week ser-

vices in order for 

you to experi-

ences services 

that are liturgi-

cally correct, 

seamless in their 

design, creative, and forthright in 

their implementation. There is no 

way that the three of us could 

ever do it without divine interven-

tion and I’m thoroughly con-

vinced that it is Christ who binds 

us together, making the finished 

product much greater than sum 

of the parts.  

Becky’s leadership with 

the Ruth Greer Handbell 

Ensemble is unrivaled. 

She alone teaches and 

trains each ringer to be 

the very best they can be 

each time the ensemble 

rings in worship. The mu-

sic is always inspiring and 

challenging and it’s a 

blessing to have such a dedicated 

person working alongside me in 

the work of our church. Our bell 

ringers have dedicated them-

selves to musical excellence and 

they commit much more than 

just their time and talent—they 

commit themselves, heart and 

soul, to the worship of God.  

Shirley Latham, if not already 

there, is approaching legendary 

status here at FPC. Her many 

years of service to this congrega-

tion is quite remarkable and her 

reputation for excellence is 

known far beyond our church 

walls. Shirley literally works at my 

right hand and together we lead 

The Sanctuary Choir. Her superb 

accompanying skills are para-

mount to our choir’s success and 

she is the envy of other choir di-

rectors throughout our Presby-

tery.  

If Pastor Schaefers represents 

the essence of creative liturgical 

thought in our worship services, 

then surely our Sanctuary Choir 

represents the musical heartbeat. 

I’m so thankful that I have a choir, 

resplendent with talent and a 

humble spirit, which puts up with 

me and my fussiness each and 

every week in doing the work 

required to elevate our worship 

services to a high level of musical 

spirituality. It’s an amazing ex-

perience to stand before them 

each week and to direct them in 

an anthem that has been lovingly 

prepared and dedicated to the 

glory of God.  

I know you all have your spe-

cial moments where the choir 

blessed you in a particular way, 

but I’m here to tell you that that 

is my blessing each and every 

Lord’s Day.  

Grace and Peace! 

Ralph 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 
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Christ is risen! He is risen in-

deed! What a wonderful Easter 

celebration we had this past Sun-

day. It was great to see the ex-

citement in the congregation. It 

was a blessing to worship to-

gether as the body of Christ. I 

especially enjoyed meeting all 

the family members that were 

visiting from out of town. It is 

such a joyful experience to wor-

ship here at FPC! 

Now as we look forward to 

the rest of spring and summer, 

my prayers and attention are 

turning to VBS and Christian Edu-

cation. It is always a good time to 

begin the regular study of scrip-

ture. Whether you are a child or 

an adult, you need to have those 

experiences that lend to growth 

in faith and spiritual formation. 

There are many ways to gain 

those experiences, and there has 

never been a better time to start 

than today! 

At FPC, we have many oppor-

tunities to study scripture and 

theology with others. We have 

Bible studies, 

Presbyterian 

Women’s 

Circles, 

prayer 

groups, 

workshops, 

special dis-

cussions, and 

Sunday 

School classes. All of these help 

us to learn more about God and 

ourselves.  

Of course, those are not the 

only opportunities that someone 

may have to learn about God. 

There are many resources for 

individual study and prayer, many 

of which we have in our own li-

brary. If you haven’t been to the 

FPC library recently, I encourage 

you to do so. 

As we move into the warmer 

months, I want to encourage you 

to explore the many offerings we 

have for Christian education and 

nurture at FPC. I especially want 

to recommend Sunday School. 

While you may think that Sunday 

School is primarily for children, 

that is just not so! Sunday School 

is for anyone who wants to learn 

more about the faith. Together, 

as we explore theological topics, 

we come to a better understand-

ing of what makes us Christians. 

Sometimes, we are also em-

braced by the Spirit of God as we 

study God’s Word. It is a wonder-

ful experience to share insights 

and questions with others who 

are growing in their faith as well. 

It is my goal to have some-

thing of interest for all members 

of this congregation, taking place 

during the Sunday School hour. I 

invite you to help me meet that 

goal by sharing your interests. 

Over the next several weeks, you 

will see an emphasis on Christian 

Education in our congregation. I 

hope that you will be a part of 

those discussions. I look forward 

to talking with you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor David 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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Phil Colbaugh                                     

My faith journey began in 

California where I 

was a graduate 

student in college. 

My wife, Penny, 

and I worked with 

Sherman Indian 

High School, a 

boarding school 

for kids from de-

sert Indian Tribes 

of the Southwest  I enjoyed the 

time immensely and we still share 

many memories of our time with 

the kids. 

My time at FPC has been very 

rewarding and I have met many 

outstanding people and families 

of faith that I greatly admire. 

Over the years, I have joined a jail 

ministry group, gone on a sum-

mer youth mission trip, and 

joined our men's fellowship group 

to work on housing projects in 

south Dallas. I have been on Ses-

sion two times previously and this 

has also been a great experience 

to gain my faith in God and this 

Church. My life has truly been 

blessed and my faith has in-

creased greatly by a few strange 

occurrences that Penny calls 

Karma. It seems that the more I 

reflect on Gods message through 

prayer, the more I receive rich 

blessings. 

Today I have a dream. After 

doing Bible study for several 

years I think I can teach the Bible 

in five hours. I hope to teach this 

first to members of our church 

and then offer this opportunity to 

others. I know Christian faith and 

education is an ongoing story in 

all of our lives. I think we need to 

be better at reaching out to peo-

ple for baptism and Bible study. 

 

Frankie Markham 

I don’t remember my parents 

ever taking me to Sunday School. 

I lived in Morse, Texas, until I fin-

ished 3rd grade and Morse had a 

school and two churches, that 

was about it. I remember walking 

to Sunday School. Then we 

moved to Dalhart, Texas, where I 

lived 13 miles out in the country 

so rode the bus to school. My 

best friend in high school was a 

Presbyterian 

so I went with 

her. After I 

joined, my 

parents, and 

grandparents 

followed me 

into the Pres-

byterian 

Church. 

Since I was a 

country girl, I always saw the maj-

esty of God all around me. Ani-

mals, plants, the changing of the 

seasons. I’ve always had a feeling 

of deep faith, and I really cannot 

tell you where it comes from, but 

my theme in life is if I can’t do 

something about whatever it is 

that troubles me, then I leave it to 

God! I am not a worrier. 

 

Debbie Rowley 

How did I come to this place 

of serving on the Session? I've 

been lucky enough to be a mem-

ber of FPC since 

1971 and I have 

experienced 

youth group, the 

Joyful Noise!, 

graduation, mar-

riage ceremony, 

the baptism of 

two daughters, 

and the meaning-

ful support and memorial services 

for my son, husband, and father. I 

have experienced Jesus' love and 

care in retreats, lessons, laughter, 

and in the teaching of children. I 

truly belong to a faith tradition of 

constantly learning and reform-

ing. I have been challenged, and I 

look forward to continuing our 

faith journey together. 

 

Phil, Frankie and Debbie will 

be ordained and installed during 

worship on April 6. 

Missing 

mistletoe?!  

This is why! 

New Elders to be Ordained and Installed 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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of Africa at Age 70.” 

The seminars are at 10 a.m. on 

the first and third Tuesdays of 

each month. While the seminars 

are free, reservations should be 

made to reserve a seat. Call 972-

234-8880 ext 118 to make your 

reservation. 

Two Ways to Help Network 

• Bring your gently used books 

or electronics (no televisions) 

to the Network or call 972-

234- 8880 ext 112 for more 

information or to arrange 

pick up. 

• There are both can and paper 

recycling bins behind our lo-

cation at 741 S. Sherman for 

your donations. 

Seniors’ Net is hosting free 

educational seminars in the multi

-purpose room at Network, 741 S. 

Sherman St. 

On Tuesday, April 16, Lee Rhi-

nebarger from the Richardson 

Police Department, will speak 

and answer questions on “How to 

Protect Yourself and Your 

Home.” 

On Tuesday, April 30, John 

Davis will talk about his “African 

Adventure: Bicycling the Length 

 Love your neighbor, change 

the world—a world in crisis,  be-

sieged by poverty, pandemic dis-

eases, social Injustice, racism, 

inequality, political oppression.  

What impact could 77 million 

American Christians have on 

these problems? How different 

would our world be if the Church 

of Jesus Christ became the 

strongest voice on these issues? 

Why don’t more Christians get 

involved? 

The Coffee Class will consider 

these and other questions begin-

ning on April 14, 

when Ginger and 

Doug Anderson 

lead the discussion 

based on the DVD, 

“start> Becoming a 

Good Samaritan.” 

Most of us know 

this parable very 

well, and can tell 

the story of each of 

the characters, but have we taken 

the next step in meeting the chal-

lenge to ”go and do likewise”?   

In six sessions, the curriculum 

explores the criti-

cal needs facing 

our world and 

helps Christians 

understand how 

we can become 

Good Samaritans. 

Join the discus-

sion and consider 

the challenge. 

This class meets 

in Classroom 111 near the chapel. 

in a variety of roles since 1997. 

Most recently, she was the Senior 

MLS Instructor and Technical 

Coordinator at MetroTex Asso-

ciation of REALTORS in Dallas. 

 Amy lives in Richardson with 

her husband Ron and their two 

On March 20, Amy Bemis will 

join Grace Presbytery as the Ex-

ecutive Assistant to the General 

Presbyter and Stated Clerk. Prior 

to accepting this position, Amy 

has served members of the pro-

fessional real estate community 

cats, Samantha and Romeo. Amy 

serves on the Nominating Com-

mittee, Worship Committee and 

Board of Deacons at St. Barnabas 

Presbyterian Church. 

Seminars at Seniors’ Net 

Becoming a Good Samaritan 

Amy Bemis joins Grace Presbytery staff  

Page 5 



SOLOS 
Our next date for lunch is Tues-

day, April 9 , at 11:45 a.m. at Can-

ton Chinese Restaurant (Old 

Dairy Queen in China Town). For 

more information call Betty Kas-

tendieck. Hope to see you there. 

 

Sunday Book Club 
Our next book is Restless in the 

Grave, by Dana Stabe-

now. Join us in the church 

library at 5 p.m. on April 

21. Everyone is welcome. 

Call Ginger Anderson for 

more information. 

 

PW Book Discussion 
 Good reading ahead for this long 

running group, which has been 

meeting since 1981! In April, Judy 

Stubbs will lead discussion of 

Vanessa Diffenbaugh's delightful 

New York TImes Bestseller, The 

Language of Flowers. Described 

by the San Francisco Chronicle as 

"The Jane Eyre for 2011",  the first 

time novelist  has written a  com-

pelling story of children growing 

up in foster homes, portray-

ing  the ugly as well as promise 

and redemption. Interestingly, 

flowers and their meanings play a 

pivotal role in the tale. Join us 

Monday, April 29, in 

the church library at 

2:00 p.m., for what 

promises to be a 

lively discussion. 

In May, we'll read 

Freedom Bound, by 

Rosalie T. Turner, an historical 

novel inspired by the life of Anna 

Kingsley, who went from being a 

slave to slaveholder. Questions? 

Contact Anne Healy.  

VBS 
Volunteers are needed for Vaca-

tion Bible School, 

July 7 through July 

11, in the evening. 

Ginger Anderson 

has agreed to be 

the  director and 

the week will be 

music rich. You don’t have to be 

musical to help. There are many 

jobs for many people.  

Watch for details in the com-

ing weeks. Call Ginger to discuss 

where you might fit in. 

peace. Each time I open a card or 

a note from you, I feel His love 

overflowing to me. You are God’s 

messengers to me—through you 

God provides me with whatever I 

need at that moment. Your 

prayers and loving kindnesses 

completely overwhelm me! 

In the days to come I shall 

covet and depend on you for con-

tinued prayers and love, and sup-

port. And through the days to 

come, I shall continue to know 

how really blessed I am to be in 

this place, in this church, and in 

Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 

There are no words to de-

scribe what your love, prayers, 

and support in various ways have 

meant to me and to Cliff, and our 

family over these past few 

months! 

God has not promised to keep 

us sheltered from unpleasant 

things—but He has promised to 

be with us in ALL things. He 

stands by, ready for us to call on 

Him for His guidance, comfort 

and constant love—and for His 

this church family! 

That only leaves me to write a 

very heartfelt THANK YOU. 

Lovingly, 

 Jackie Way 

 

My dear Church Family, 

How wonderful it was to re-

ceive so many cards, calls, visits, 

food and prayers. I am very grate-

ful and I thank you from the bot-

tom of my heart. 

Happy Easter to all. 

Elsie Hamaker 

Events and Opportunities 

Notes and Notables 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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The next stated meeting for 

Grace Presbytery is April 20 at 

First Presbyterian Church 

1200 S. Collins St in Arlington. 

If you would like to attend as a 

visitor, contact Pastor David 

for more information. 
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Of Special Concern: 
♥ Ethyl Kustcher (Darlene Sircely’s 

mother) 

At Home: 
♥ Suzy Axline 

♥ Rachael Graham (Anne Healy’s 

cousin) 

♥ Bess Grubbs (Shirley Latham’s 

aunt) 

♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Elsie Hamaker 

♥ Jan Harrison (Anne Healy’s 

friend) 
♥ Maggie Kaeser (Calligaro’s 

niece) 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Phyllis Wahler 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Julia Turnbull, on the death 

of her husband Tom, on 

March  28. Also to Harriet 

Turnbull, Mike and Julia 

Haun, and Katie Haun. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

Our congregation and Session 

as we move into the future. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Cheryl Dowling 

♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Pattie Powell 

♥ Guy Smith 

♥ Dick Stead 

♥ Brian Tanzola 

♥ Wilda Webster 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ No one! 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, April 14 
☺ Euna Rue Brady 

Monday, April 15 
☺ Dane Gray 

Tuesday, April 16 

Wednesday, April 17 
☺ Suzy Axline 

☺ Justin Wilson 

Thursday, April 18 
☺ Claire DiCarlo 

☺ Olivia DiCarlo 

☺ Mary Johnson 

Friday, April 19 

Saturday, April 20 
☺ Barbara Ann Lindorm 

☺ Sanford Mitchell 

Sunday, April 21 
☺ Nicki Charriere 

☺ Scott Crouch 

☺ Zach Langrehr 

Monday, April 22 

Tuesday, April 23 
☺ Mike Gust 

Wednesday, April 24 
☺ John Minter 

☺ Bailee Segrist 

☺ Bud Walton 

Thursday, April 25 
☺ Patti Jones 

freedom, and peace. 
 

May God bless us with tears to 

shed for those who suffer 

from pain, rejection, starva-

tion, and war, so that we may 

reach out our hands to com-

fort them and turn their pain 

into joy. 

 

May God bless us with discomfort 

at easy answers, half-truths, 

and superficial relationships, 

so that we may live deep with 

in our hearts. 
 

May God bless us with anger at 

injustice, oppression, and 

exploitation of people, so 

that we may work for justice, 

And may God bless us with 

enough foolishness to believe 

that we can make a differ-

ence in this world, so that we 

can do what others claim 

cannot be done. 
 

 Amen. 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

A Franciscan Benediction 
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Friday, April 26 
☺ Layth Yarbou 

Saturday, April 27 
☺ Dana Colston 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Egg Hunt 

 

Easter 

1 
 

Office Closed 
 

 

 

 

 

2 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

3 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:15 Shufflers 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Wonderful Wed 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

4 
 

10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  PW Circle 

 

5 
 

11:00  Turnbull  

       Memorial Service 

 

 

 

 

6:30 First Friday 

 

6 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

7 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

Elder Ordination  

11:30  Reception 

12:00  Worship Min 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

11:45  Solos 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

10 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 Facilities 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

14 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/

Communion 

12:00  Worship Min 

 

 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

17 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

18 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Mission Min 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

10:30  Congregational  

             Care Brunch 

March/April 2013 


