
Remember to wear red 

on Sunday, May 19, in 

celebration of Pentecost, 

the “birthday” of the 

church. As part of the cele-

bration, the Taiwanese 

Presbyterian Church of 

Dallas will be worshipping 

with us.  

The word “pentecost” 

means “fiftieth day.” In 

most Christian traditions, 

Pentecost Sunday occurs 

50 days following Easter 

Sunday. Those 50 days 

span seven Sundays after 

Easter, so Pentecost is the 

seventh Sunday after 

Easter. 

The sanctuary color for 

Pentecost Sunday is red, 

the color of the church,  

symbolizing both the fire 

of Pentecost as well as the 

apostles and early follow-

ers of Jesus who were 

gathered in the Upper 

Room for the empower-

ment from God to pro-

Red is the color for Pentecost 

claim the Gospel through-

out the world. 

For Christians, Pente-

cost Sunday is a day to 

celebrate hope, a hope 

evoked by the knowledge 

that God, through His Holy 

Spirit, is at work among 

His people. It is a celebra-

tion of newness, of recrea-

tion, of renewal of pur-

pose, mission, and calling 

as God’s people. It is a 

celebration of God’s ongo-

ing work in the world. Yet, 

it is also a recognition that 

His work is done through 

His people as He pours out 

His presence upon them. 

Pentecost represents 

God’s gracious, enabling 

presence actively at work 

among His people, calling 

and enabling them to live 

out in dynamic ways the 

witness of being His peo-

ple. 

Pentecost Sunday is 

also called the “Feast of 

Pentecost.” For our feast 

after worship, the Fellow-

ship Ministry is hosting an 

all-church picnic on the 

front lawn and the Taiwan-

ese Church will join us.   

The cost of the fried 

chicken meal is $7  for 

adults and $4  for children 

age 2 to 12. Please make 

reservations through the 

church office, 972-235-

2316, or on the Friendship 

Pad. 
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The next newsletter is  

May 15.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 
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Responding to God’s love and grace, we worship with joy, 

           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 



Signs, wonders, and miracles 

will find a voice during VBS 2013, 

on Sunday, July 7 through Thurs-

day, July 11, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

The children will explore the won-

der and awe of God, and see the 

ways God works in our lives as 

they are led in Bible study, music, 

and art.  

To register your child/children 

for VBS, look for forms which will 

be available in the Visitation Area 

starting Sunday, May 5. The cost 

is $10 per child or $25 per family.  

If you would like to be a part 

of this exciting week and can vol-

unteer to help as a shepherd, in 

the kitchen,  as a door monitor, or 

in other ways, please contact Gin-

ger (Doug) Anderson. 

and during the traditional Seder 

the story of the passage from 

servitude towards freedom is 

recounted; Shavuot; and the 

third festival known as Sukkot is 

the joyful celebration of the 

bounty of the Exodus. In this 

“three festival arch” of Jewish life, 

the giving of the Torah is central 

and symbolically places God’s 

word at the center of Jewish life. 

It was during Shavuot that the 

miracle of Pentecost occurred. 

Jerusalem would have been filled 

with folks there to observe the 

Liturgically we are in a 

period of time we refer to 

as Eastertide, that seven 

week period between 

Easter and Pentecost. 

During that time our wor-

ship focuses on the 

events in Christ’s life just after 

the resurrection, his earthly ap-

pearances, and his ascension. On 

Pentecost we celebrate the Holy 

Spirit and the birth of the church.  

Our Jewish brothers and sis-

ters also observe a period of time 

that parallels our own. Between 

Pesach (Passover) and Shavuot 

(Weeks) there is also a seven 

week interval that begins on the 

second night Seder and runs for 

fifty days, which culminates in 

Shavuot. This observance of fifty 

days is known as the counting of 

the Omer (grain).   

Modern day Jews also use the 

celebration of Shavuot to com-

memorate the giving of the To-

rah to Moses at Mt. Sinai. It is 

interesting to note that Judaism 

celebrates three festivals…

Pesach is a season of liberation 

Get Ready for Vacation Bible School 

The Music Box        by Ralph Stannard 
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“Making a difference, one cup at a time.” 

The Coffee Class is viewing and discussing the DVD series “start> Be-

coming the Good Samaritan.” We are being challenged to look at the 

ways we can promote wholeness in the world. As a 

small step in our journey we will start drinking cof-

fee that is designated “fair trade” coffee. Our first 

choice is coffee that is certified by the Rainforest 

Alliance which ensures that the coffee is produced in 

environmentally and socially responsible ways: 

workers have good wages, decent living conditions, 

education, and health care. So, if you see our class members with 

smiles on our faces and more purpose in our stride, know that it may 

be because we are finding new ways to put our faith into action. 

celebrations and many saw first-

hand the Holy Spirit working 

through the disciples. It must 

have been a wondrous sight to 

behold! In my own reflection on 

Pentecost, I think on how God’s 

divine plan brought so many to-

gether, from many varied back-

grounds and beliefs, to a miracu-

lous event that would have such 

profound implications for the 

church and indeed all mankind. 

Grace and Peace, 

Ralph  
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At the end of next week, 

on May 11, I will celebrate 

the fifth anniversary of my 

ordination as a Teaching 

Elder (Minister of Word and 

Sacrament) in the Presbyte-

rian Church (USA). That 

upcoming day has 

prompted me to engage in 

some deep thought about my 

vocation and my ministry, espe-

cially as the FPC session begins to 

turn its attention to planning for 

the future.  

It is an exciting time in both 

the life of this congregation and 

in my ministry. In addition to 

celebrating my ordination anni-

versary, I am also very aware that 

we are quickly approaching the 

one year anniversary of my instal-

lation as your pastor at FPC.  

Where has the year gone? It 

has certainly been a fun time as 

we have shared meals, worshiped 

together, worked side-by-side, 

explored scripture, prayed to-

gether and played together. After 

a year of being your pastor, I can 

honestly say that I am so incredi-

bly blessed to be among you. This 

is a congregation that is full of 

faithful living, giving, and caring.  

FPC-R has some incredible 

strengths. Over the course of the 

next year, we will want to build 

on those as we continue to grow 

in our faith. I am especially look-

ing forward to what that will 

mean for the way we worship, 

nurture and serve. As we move 

forward, one of the most impor-

tant tools that we have at our 

disposal is good communication. 

In a church our size, we can no 

longer rely on information to be 

distributed by word of 

mouth. There is just too 

much going on for that! 

Instead, we must con-

tinue to expand our 

communication channels 

to include things like 

email (ePress), the news-

letter, Sunday bulletins, 

the website, Facebook, Twitter, 

articles in the newspaper 

(NeighborsGo) and any other 

outlet that we can think of. That 

being said, we need your help. If 

you perceive that there has been 

an untapped opportunity to com-

municate the ministries or mis-

sions of FPC, please let me know. 

As your pastor, I also consider 

myself to be your number-one 

cheerleader, especially where 

there is opportunity to invite oth-

ers to participate in your ministry. 

Over the past month, I do 

hope that you have had a chance 

to view our new website. Today, 

websites often function as a 

“front door” to those who are 

curious about a congregation. We 

have been working to include a 

good balance of content on the 

new site so that visitors and 

guests will be able to see who we 

are and what we do. But the site 

is not just for visitors—it is for our 

members too! One feature that 

you might not be as aware of is 

the new prayer request page. 

Fields in that new page can be 

filled in and submitted to either 

the public prayer list or my own 

private prayer list. I do hope that 

you will feel free to use it to let 

me know what is on your heart 

and mind. One suggestion has 

already been made that this 
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prayer request page could be util-

ized to submit items to be in-

cluded in the weekly prayers of 

the people, during worship. I 

think that is a great idea! 

If, by chance, you haven’t had 

time to explore the website, I 

hope you will. While it doesn’t yet 

hold all of the answers about get-

ting involved in something new, it 

should give you a good idea of all 

that is going on around FPC-R. As 

you peruse those pages, I hope 

that you will see some informa-

tion on all of those activities that 

you already know and love. In 

addition, I hope that you will also 

see opportunities that are new 

and inviting. I can tell you that 

there are always new things pop-

ping up around this church be-

cause the Christian life is never 

stagnant. We follow Jesus Christ, 

which means that there will al-

ways be opportunities to take 

one more step along the journey 

of faith. Thankfully, we often get 

to do that together. 

I look forward to the contin-

ued journey, with you. 

Grace and peace. 

David 

New Bible Study  
On Thursday, May 16, we will begin a 

new Bible Study in the “Upper 

Room” (there is an elevator) at Twin 

Rivers, 201 S. Glenville, off Belt Line, 

in Richardson. Many of the details 

have not been worked out yet but 

the group  will meet weekly, 

at 1:00 p.m. and all are in-

vited.  

-Pastor David 



when their parents pay, they are 

told, "You do not fight with us, 

you must pay." Some parents are 

not that lucky and their children 

do not stay alive. The cry of so 

many is "It is 

no longer liv-

able." "What 

must we do?" 

and "Where 

shall we 

go?"  It has 

been said by 

researchers 

that almost four million people 

have been displaced inside Syria, 

and a million in neighboring 

countries. 

While the National Synod has 

been doing its best to respond to 

the needs of many families who 

are displaced, it is now planning 

to establish a relief program able 

to respond immediately to disas-

ter situations…. 

 ... It is now clear that fighting 

is going on and the world seems 

blind to the tragedy inflicted on 

the people.... We need your con-

tinued support and influence to 

help bring about rec-

onciliation and put an 

end to unexpected 

human tragedies for 

which we have been 

unprepared. Indeed, 

God is able to work 

beyond what we can 

imagine and God wills 

life in its fullness. 

 So, friends, pray with us. To 

God be the glory. 

 Mary Mikhael 

The Near East School of The-

ology in Beirut  

 
The offering at the April 20 presbytery 

meeting was shared with the Syrian refu-

gees through the (Presbyterian) Synod of 

Syria and Lebanon.  

 Dear friends and partners in the 

service of Christ, 

 On behalf of the National 

Synod of Syria and Lebanon, I 

greet you…. 

Thank you, good friends, for 

your prayers for peace and justice 

in Syria. Thank you for your part-

nership in our ministry and for 

being a Christian witness in all 

you do and have done to ease the 

pain and suffering of the dis-

placed Syrian refugees. 

 On Maundy Thursday, two 

rockets hit the cafeteria of the 

Architecture Department at Da-

mascus University and killed 16 

students while they were drinking 

their coffee. In recent months the 

schools have been targeted. One 

asks, "What is the sin of the 

school and college students ex-

cept that they have the courage 

to want to learn?" Students are 

being kidnapped for ransom and 

We hold the community of 

West in our prayers after the hor-

rific explosion. Grace Presbytery 

has been in touch with the pas-

tors of the churches in Hillsboro 

and Waco, the closest congrega-

tions to West. These congrega-

tions have extended families and 

friends who live in West and not 

all have been accounted for. The 

son of the organist at First Pres-

byterian Church in Hillsboro is a 

firefighter who is among those 

unaccounted for by emergency 

managers on the 

ground. 

 Presbyterian 

Disaster Assis-

tance (PDA) is 

sending a team to be on the 

scene that includes a retired Los 

Angeles police officer with fire-

fighting training, a hospital chap-

lain and Harvey Howell, PDA 

Staff, to coordinate its efforts. 

 As the presbytery learns of 

specific needs, we will communi-

cate them with you. At this time, 

here is what you can do:  

• Pray for the community of 

West 

• Give money for disaster re-

lief. Send donations to FPC 

and we will forward it on to 

Grace Presbytery. 

• Act. As disasters remind us, 

communities are always in 

need of a steady supply of 

blood so we are prepared for 

disasters.   

PDA in Syria 

What are we doing to help? 
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Presbyterian Hospice. Those liv-

ing in the residential facilities are 

blessed to be assured that they 

will never outlive the 

care they receive, 

because of the Caring 

Fund. Those receiv-

ing hospice services 

will continue to re-

ceive free care, meaningful pro-

grams and beneficial therapies as 

long as they live. 

In the past, these were sepa-

rate programs, but are now 

united in the Presbyterian Com-

munities and Services. Donations 

may be designated for the um-

brella organization or targeted to 

any of the three programs. 

The Mission Ministry knows 

you receive many requests for 

financial support during the year. 

Please prayerfully consider this 

special giving opportunity and 

give as generously as you can. 

Each year the Mission Ministry 

collects offerings for the Caring 

Fund between Mother’s Day 

(May 12) and Father’s 

Day (June 16). Pres-

byterian Communi-

ties and Services en-

compasses three of 

our denomination’s 

non-profit facilities and services 

in the Dallas Metroplex—Grace 

Presbyterian Village, Presbyte-

rian Village North, and Faith 

The Session met on April 21. 

Reverend Schaefers welcomed 

new members of the Session who 

are Frankie Markham, Debbie 

Rowley, and Phil Colbaugh. 

• A new Pastor/Head of Staff 

review process has been estab-

lished and is being imple-

mented. 

• The new church website is up 

and running. 

• A process to investigate the 

establishment of a Parish As-

sociate position has begun.  

•  Various activities and dates 

were discussed and approved.  

Included in these were: 

∗ Wills Emphasis Sunday on 

May 5. 

∗ Annual Session retreat on 

Saturday, May 11. 

∗ Vacation Bible School Sun-

day on July 14. 

∗ Blessing of the Backpacks 

and dedication of the remod-

eled playground. TBD 

∗ Heritage Sunday and new 

Hymnal dedication on Octo-

ber 13. 

∗ Child Protection training will 

be led by Pastor David on 

September 8. 
 

Dave Carpenter, clerk   

On Saturday, May 11, the RIA 

will volunteer from 2-5 p.m. at 

the NETWORK of Community 

Ministries when letter carriers 

who pick up food throughout the 

city will bring it to the NET-

WORK. RIA will help unload the 

trucks, weigh the donated food 

and store the food in designated 

locations.   

Volunteer opportunity with the 
Richardson Interfaith Alliance 
and NETWORK 

The purpose of the Richard-

son Interfaith Alliance is to in-

crease respect of all faiths and to 

coordinate and enhance faith-

based services for the betterment 

of the Richardson Community. 

 If you can volunteer for this, 

contact Pastor David for more 

details. 

 I’m excited to build relation-

ships with you all as we work to-

gether to meet the needs of 

Richardson. 

 Joy and Peace, 

Shannon Wells 

Richardson Interfaith Alliance 

The Caring Fund 

Session Actions 

Volunteer Opportunity on May 11 
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Solos 
Come join us for lunch and enjoy 

friends on Tuesday, May 14, at 

Venezia Italian Café, 908 Audelia, 

Suite 500, at Centennial, around 

the corner from Kroger. Call 

Betty Kastendieck, for more in-

formation. 

 

Sunday Book Club 
At the gathering on May 19, we 

will discuss Forgotten Garden, by 

Kate Morton. All 

are welcome to join 

the group at 5 p.m. 

in the church li-

brary. Call Ginger 

Anderson, for more information. 

 

PW Book Discussion 
Because of Memorial Day, we'll 

gather a week earlier, Monday, 

May 20. Our selection is Rosalie 

T. Turner's extraordinary novel, 

Freedom Bound, the story of a 

women of determination and 

courage living in the days of slav-

ery in our country. It has been 

cited as well written and well re-

searched. Join us in the church 

library at 2:00 p.m., May 20, as 

Dianne Adamson leads our dis-

cussion. Remember to bring sug-

gestions for further reading. All 

are welcome to join us. Ques-

tions? contact Anne Healy.  

 

Seminars at Seniors’ Net 

May 14 

Emily Hoffman, Texas Master 

Naturalist , will speak on “Water-

wise Gardening” 

May 28 

Brunch Reception Celebrating 

Older Americans. RSVP atten-

dees receive 1 bag of food 
 

June 11 

“Laughter is the Best Medicine” 

Featuring well-known humorist 

Jeanne Robertson on Video. 
 

The seminars are held on Tues-

days at 10 a.m. in the Multi-

Purpose Room at Network, 741 S. 

Sherman Street, Richardson, 

75081. While the seminars are 

FREE, you should make a reserva-

tion to attend by calling Seniors’ 

Net, 972-234-8880 ext 118. 

 

Richardson Senior Center 
On Wednesday, June 12, from 10 

a.m. to noon, the Richardson 

Senior Center will host a health 

fair. Lots of good information on 

services and topics of interest to 

senior citizens. The center is on 

the north side of  Arapaho just 

west of West Shore Drive. 

Please join us to celebrate 

the 99th birthday of  

Eleanor Stewart 
at an  

Open House 

Monday, May 27 

from 2:00 – 5:00 pm 

at the home of 

Sue and Rick Rickman 

 
Come and bless us with your presence, 

 but please, no gifts. 

Events and Opportunities 
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Roughriders Baseball Game 
 

Sign up for tickets to attend the Roughrid-

ers baseball game on Saturday, June 1, at 

7:00 p.m. The cost is $20 per person which 

includes your reserved seat, ballcap, and all

-you-can-eat hot 

dogs, brats, nachos 

and Dr Pepper 

products. Pre-paid 

parking vouchers 

are $5 (parking is 

$10 at the gate).  
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At Home: 
♥ Suzy Axline 

♥ Cheryl Dowling 

♥ Rachael Graham (Anne Healy’s 

cousin) 
♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Elsie Hamaker 

♥ Jan Harrison (Anne Healy’s 

friend) 
♥ Maggie Kaeser (Calligaro’s 

niece) 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Pattie Powell 

♥ Chris Stewart 

♥ Brian Tanzola 

♥ Phyllis Wahler 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Wilbur Stockton and family, 

on the death of Joy, April 24, 

in Austin. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

Our congregation and Session 

as we move into the future. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Guy Smith 

♥ Dick Stead 

♥ Wilda Webster 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Casey Carter 

♥ Janice Fandrick 

♥ Annie Kribbs 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Jim Rivers 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, May 12 
☺ Keri Gonzalez 

Monday, May 13 

Tuesday, May 14 

Wednesday, May 15 
☺ Zach Brownlee 

☺ Paula Dardaganian 

Thursday, May 16 

Friday, May 17 
☺ Regina Agwe-

Mbarika 

Saturday, May 18 
☺ Kim Tillinghast 

Sunday, May 19 

Monday, May 20 
☺ Phil Colbaugh 

☺ James Curry 

☺ Nathan Wright 

Tuesday, May 21 
☺ Rodney Roberts 

Wednesday, May 22 
☺ Erin Kane 

☺ Ruby Nell Ormon 

Thursday, May 23 
☺ Penny Colbaugh 

☺ Phyllis Pierce 

Blood Drive Results 
Hi Frankie, 

Thank you so much for having 

us on site this past Sunday. We 

registered 25, one first time do-

nor. We collected 20 whole blood 

and 4 Double Reds. Thanks again 

for all of your support in this life 

saving mission. 

  Marie 

Welcome, New Arrival! 
Eliot Henry Houpt, son of Nick 

and Julie Houpt, was born on 

April 22. Nick, 

Julie, and big 

brother Colin have 

been recent visi-

tors at FPC. 

We’ve Moved! 
Pat and Bill Fox: 
 

Mary Lou Burkitt: 

 

Call the church office for de-

tails, 972-235-2316. 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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☺ Howard Taylor 

Friday, May 24 
☺ Carrie Fox 

☺ Susie Fox 

Saturday, May 25 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

5 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/

Communion 

12:00  Worship Min. 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

8 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Facilities  

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
Session Retreat at 

Grimes’ Lakehouse 

12 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

Mothers’ Day 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

11:45  Solos 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

15 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

16 
 

10:00  Art Therapy 

 

1:00  Bible Study at 

           Twin Rivers 

 

 

 

 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

19 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Picnic 

1:00  Joint Session  

             Mtg 

Pentecost 
5:00  Book Club 

20 
 

 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

21 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

22 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

12:15 Shufflers 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

23 
 

 

1:00  Caring Min 

24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

25 
7:00  Holy Strollers 
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