
Pentecost ("fiftieth 

day") is the Greek name 

for the Feast of Weeks, a 

prominent feast in the 

calendar of ancient Israel 

celebrating the giving of 

the Law on Sinai. Later, in 

the Christian liturgical 

year, it became a feast 

commemorating the de-

scent of the Holy Spirit 

upon the Apostles and 

other followers of Jesus 

Christ. For this reason, 

Pentecost is sometimes 

described as the "Birthday 

of the Church". 

The biblical narrative 

of Pentecost is in Acts 2. 

Present were about 120 

followers of Christ includ-

ing his twelve Disciples , 

his mother Mary and vari-

ous other women disci-

ples. While those on 

whom the Spirit had de-

scended were speaking in 

many languages, the 

Apostle Peter stood up 

and proclaimed that this 

event was the fulfillment 

of the prophecy "I will 

pour out my spirit". "Then 

they that gladly received 

his word were baptized: 

and the same day there 

were added 

unto them 

about three 

thousand 

souls." Peter 

stated that 

this event was 

the beginning 

of a continual outpouring 

that would be available to 

all believers, Jews and 

Gentiles alike. 

According to Christian 

tradition, Pentecost is 

always 7 weeks after 

Easter Sunday; that is, 50 

days after Easter. The 

main sign of Pentecost in 

the West is the color red 

symbolizing joy and the 

fire of the Holy Spirit. Min-

isters and choirs wear red 

vestments, and in modern 

times, the custom has 

extended to the congre-

gation to wear red cloth-

ing in celebration as well. 

Red banners are often 

hung from walls or ceil-

ings to symbolize the 

blowing of the 

"mighty wind" and 

the free move-

ment of the Spirit. 

FPC will celebrate 

Pentecost Sunday 

with the annual All

-Church Picnic to 

be held on the lawn after 

worship. The cost of the 

fried chicken dinner is $7 

for adults and $4 for chil-

dren 3-10. Make reserva-

tions by calling the church 

office, signing up in the 

visitation area or by mark-

ing the friendship pad. 

Charles Duhon will enter-

tain with his steel drum 

music. Bring your lawn 

chairs and blankets and 

wear something red. It 

promises to be a wonder-

ful day! 

Pentecost Sunday is June 8 
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Do you remember when we 

had women’s retreats at Spring 

Hill? Do remember how much fun 

it was to stay the night and have 

the men serve us breakfast? Do 

you wonder when we are going to 

do that again? Well I hope this 

fall— but before I put it on the 

calendar I need to have a team 

ready to put the retreat together. 

We need women who are or-

ganized and detail orientated. I 

need women who are dreamers 

and creative. We need at least a 

committee of seven 

to get started.  

How can you vol-

unteer? Talk to Rev. 

Bev or leave a note in 

her box and when 

there are five more 

who volunteer (I al-

ready have two) then 

we will get it ready to present to 

session and put the retreat on the 

calendar. 

I just did a sermon on “Living 

Stones” and I would like to do the 

retreat on living history (some 

of our ladies have a lot of his-

tory they can share. However, 

I am open to what ever a com-

mittee might choose. So if you 

are interested in getting this 

idea ready for the fall, I want 

to hear from you. 
 

 Rev. Bev 

 

PS  Thanks to all who made Faith 

and Grief ministries possible. Our 

first meeting was a success. 

tunes to learn, but the tried and 

true ones like “The More We Get 

Together” remain favorites. Our 

kids form a large circle and sway, 

arm in arm. This starts out in a 

slow motion, right then left, 

when suddenly the circle be-

comes a swirling, squealing mass 

of children trying to stay upright 

while pulling down their friends. 

Yippee! What fun! 

The real joy of VBS is spend-

ing time with your church friends 

and their friends. This goes for 

adult helpers as well as children. 

It’s the perfect opportunity to 

It’s not just the patriotic 

Fourth of July or the church picnic 

that says “summer.” It’s VBS that 

really makes a mark on the Chris-

tian summer calendar. 

Vacation Bible School is the 

time a church really gets 

rockin’. “Sacred” furniture is 

moved to make way for card-

board castle props. Peaceful 

fellowship halls and other 

quiet spaces become raucous 

playgrounds, filled with stam-

peding herds of children. 

It’s enough to get your 

heart pumping and your 

memories bubbling up.... 

My favorite time during VBS is 

the “joyful noisemaking,” or mu-

sic time. It seems that every song 

involves hand and body move-

ments. Nothing gets children—

and especially little boys—into 

the music more than the oppor-

tunity to jump and wave their 

hands. Every year there are new 

invite nonmembers to visit your 

church. I have met some wonder-

ful women while passing out 

cookies and pouring lemonade…. 

The color of this year’s t-shirt 

and the props may change, but 

the theme of Vacation Bible 

School is really always the 

same—”Jesus loves me, this I 

know.” 

 
This article was excerpted from the July/

August 2013 issue of Horizons Magazine. 

Bligh Jones is a member of Government 

Street Presbyterian Church, Mobile, Ala-

bama. 

 

FPCR’s own VBS is scheduled 

to begin Monday, July 7, and con-

tinue through Friday, July 11. Vol-

unteers are always needed. If you 

can help in any way, contact  

Nancy Jo Freeman or any other 

member of the Children’s C.E. 

Committee. 

Is a women’s retreat in our future?   

Timeless Traditions    by Bligh Jones 
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Rite of Passage 
Last weekend my daughter 

Emma was confirmed into church 

membership. It was a rite of pas-

sage; one of those steps that chil-

dren take on their way into adult-

hood. I found myself sitting in the 

pew and wondering how in the 

world I was old enough to have 

two children who have gone 

through confirmation, and sud-

denly my head was spinning. The 

vows she made, affirming that it 

was indeed her choice to be a 

Christian and a member of the 

church, seemed like a blur.  

Before I knew it my husband 

was ushering me to stand and 

make my way to the front of the 

church where Emma would kneel 

and we would lay our hands on 

her and pray for her. As we 

prayed I could feel her shoulder 

under my hand, strong and confi-

dent. Suddenly she seemed more 

like an adult than she ever had; 

more than the time we bought 

her first dress for a dance; more 

than when we discussed driver’s 

education classes; even more 

than the time when I let her ride 

in a car with a friend and I stood 

in the parking lot and cried. 

This is a moment that we, as 

parents, had hoped for her. I was 

proud of her, and excited for her, 

and even so, it made me feel sad. 

Her choice, not mine. My leading 

role, as mom, scooted over and 

leaned uncomfortably into that 

supportive role. My mind was 

racing: It is hard 

to watch chil-

dren grow. It is 

hard to be both 

happy and sad 

at the same 

time. It is hard 

to let them de-

cide, even 

when the decision is a good one.  

Is this how God feels when we 

make decisions? Is it possible that 

God is just good at being com-

fortably uncomfortable whenever 

we make choices? Will I ever find 

this any easier? 

As she stood up, I felt small 

(literally and figuratively). She 

towered over me, especially in 

those heels. I looked up at her 

and she grabbed my hand and 

gave me that smile she has given 

me so many times. I smiled back, 

my rite of passage complete. 

Peace and Blessings, 

Rev. Katy  

ders. In the kitchen, the break-

fasts offer a chance for the con-

gregation to spend time to-

gether. And it’s an intergenera-

tional activity. One teen says, “I 

started out thinking I was going 

to help other people, but I ended 

up having fun myself.” 
 

This article was excerpted from the April 

2014 issue of Presbyterians Today. Jane Els is 

a ruling elder at First Presbyterian in Gar-

land and the author of Journey to the King-

dom of God. She blogs regularly at 

janeels.blogspot.com 

Thinking About…      By the Rev. Katy Rigler 
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Sixteen people showed up the 

first week. Today, an average of 

150—a handful of homeless peo-

ple, a few neighbors, and a lot of 

the working poor—come every 

Saturday for scrambled eggs, 

sausage, and pancakes. 

The cost of 

the groceries is 

about $110 per 

week. Church 

members seat 

people and 

take their or-

The community breakfast at 

1st Presbyterian in Garland has 

led one of its members to de-

scribe it as “just one of the easiest 

ministries we’ve ever done.” The 

idea was simple: serve a free 

breakfast to anyone who wanted 

to come. There was no ulterior 

motive to gain new members. 

Just feed people. 

The ministry started with a 

basic sign in English and Spanish 

on the church lawn: “Free Break-

fast Here Saturday 8 to 10 a.m.” 

Food For Thought            by Jane Els 



Eight creatively and colorfully 

decorated tables greeted be-

tween 55 

and 60 

people 

who at-

tended the 

Table Top 

Luncheon 

on May 3. 

The event 

was spon-

sored by the Arts Alive, Fellow-

ship, and Mission Ministries in 

support of the scholarship fund 

for a student from Mexico to 

complete her high school educa-

tion at the Presbyterian Pan 

American School (PPAS) in 

Kingsville, Texas.  

The group enjoyed a delicious 

luncheon and a variety of des-

serts. Katy Rigler introduced 

Linda Evans, Director of Church 

Relations for PPAS, who spoke 

about the past, present, and fu-

ture of this more than 100 year 

old Presbyterian mission school. 

The presentation was illustrated 

with a slide show. She empha-

sized the goal of 

the school in edu-

cating and prepar-

ing Christian lead-

ers for the needs of 

the whole world. 

Linda was accom-

panied by her hus-

band, David Evans, 

retired pastor who 

preached the sermon at David 

Schaefers’ ordination. 

 Linda was followed by Jeanne 

Stone of West Plano Presbyte-

rian’s Mexico 

Mission Com-

mittee. Jeanne 

has been on 

mission trips to 

the orphanage 

from which the 

14 year old pro-

spective stu-

dent, Eulalia 

(a.k.a. YaYa),  was chosen.  She 

shared information about the 

social and economic conditions in 

the area as well as information 

about YaYa’s academic qualifica-

tions and interests. 

The speakers responded to a 

number of questions at the end of 

the program. Those attending 

seemed to have enjoyed not only 

a delightful lunch time, but to 

have gained a greater interest in 

and awareness of this new mis-

sion project.    

First Presbyterian Church of 

Richardson is involved in a multi-

year collaborative program with a 

number of other Presbyterian 

churches in 

Grace Pres-

bytery to 

support 

YaYa’s sec-

ondary edu-

cation. The 

luncheon 

was highly 

successful in 

generating financial support to 

cover our commitment, having 

raised more than $2500. For 

those who were unable to attend 

this event, there are brochures 

with information about the Pres-

byterian Pan American School 

available on the display table in 

the Narthex. 

 

Tabletop Luncheon a Success 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Arrange artichokes and 

water chestnut in greased 

9x13 inch casserole dish. 

Top with chicken. Mix soup, 

mayonnaise, lemon juice 

and curry powder together. 

Spread over chicken. Sprin-

kle cheese over the soup 

mixture. Sprinkle dressing 

mix over the top. Dot with 

butter and bake at 350 de-

grees for 25-30 minutes. 

2 2/3 cups cooked chicken, chopped to 

bite size pieces 

2 cans cream of chicken soup 

1 can artichokes, drained and quartered 

1 can sliced water chestnuts, drained 

1 cup mayonnaise 

1 teaspoon lemon juice 

1 teaspoon curry 

1 ½ cups grated sharp cheese 

1 ¾ cups Pepperidge Farm Herb dress-

ing mix 

Butter 

Mission Luncheon  

Chicken Artichoke Casserole 
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pice services, resi-

dents can feel se-

cure. 

Because 

“North” and 

“South” have been 

united with Faith Hospice under 

the umbrella of Presbyterian 

Communities and Services, we 

have the opportunity to earmark 

our gifts for one or all three or-

ganizations. Indicate 

whether you wish to give 

to all three  or just one 

(PG&S, GPV, PVN, or 

FPH). 

This year’s drive began 

on Mothers’ Day and continues 

through Fathers’ Day. The Mis-

sion Ministry thanks you for your 

continued support of these vital 

programs. 

What a blessing it is for resi-

dents of Grace Presbyterian Vil-

lage and Presbyterian Village 

North to know that no resident 

will ever outlive the care they 

need even if their funds are de-

pleted. Because of your dona-

tions to the Caring Fund and the 

Faith Fund, which provides care, 

meaningful programs and benefi-

cial therapies for those on hos-

Jasmine Duhon will graduate 

from Dr. John Horn High School 

in Mesquite, on May 25. Her fa-

vorite subject in school was sci-

ence which explains her plans to 

attend Texas A & M  in Com-

merce to major in Animal Conser-

vation and Equine Sciences. Jas-

mine remembers the fun of the 

talent shows, picnics, and Christ-

mas services. 

 

Kira Reynolds graduates from 

Bending Oaks High School this 

May where her favorite subject 

was English. She is the Valedicto-

rian, ranked #1 in her class. She 

plans to go to Collin County Col-

lege to get the basics done and 

figure out what exactly she wants 

to major in. She fondly remem-

bers doing Energizers when she 

was younger and now enjoys 

teaching them to the younger 

children. She also loved the youth 

group lock-ins. 

Caring and Faith 

Congratulations, Seniors! 
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The April collection 
for CentsAbility was 
$421.63. This brings 
the year-to-date col-
lection total to 
$886.63!  

   YTD Actual YTD Budget 

Pledge Receipts  $165,109.44* $163,730.32 

Other Receipts   $12,069.75   $10,966.64 

Total Revenue  $177,179.19 $174,696.96 

Total Expenses                ($175,905.99)       ($174,685.56) 

Net       $1,273.20           $ 11.40 
 

*Includes 1/12 of prepaid pledges 

Financial Report as of April, 2014 



Campbell Scholarships 
Scholarship application forms for 

any FPC member who 

will be enrolling in 

college for the Fall 

2014 semester are 

available in the church 

office or at the schol-

arship display in the visitation 

area.  Forms, including tran-

scripts of spring semester grades, 

must be completed and returned 

to the church office no later than 

Thursday, July 31. All applicants 

will be notified by letter of the 

Permanent Funds Committee's 

decision by mid-August. 

 

Sunday Book Club 
On June 8 we will meet to discuss 

the book, The Weed That Strings 

The Hangman's Bag by Alan Brad-

ley. We will meet in the library as 

usual that night. 

For more infor-

mation, call Gin-

ger Anderson. 

Summer Cinema 
Planning has begun  for Friday 

night movies, popcorn, and fel-

lowship at the 

Summer Cinema. 

The series will be-

gin after VBS in 

July and will go 

through the end of 

August. Watch this space for a list 

of the movies to be shown. Give 

any suggestions of your favorite 

movies to Bill Yeager, Ralph 

Stannard or David Schaefers. 

Flying High  

at First Friday 

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  
♥ Bill Frank 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Jean Vestyck 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ The family and friends of 

Tommy Robinson, who died 

on Friday, May 9. 

♥ Blake Olds, other family and 

friends, on the death of his 

mother, Nell Olds, who died 

on May 19. 

♥ Jim and Jane Rasley and 

family, on the death of Jim’s 

mother who died in late 

April. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Anne Beecher 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Kazuko blake (6-17) 

♥ Bob Grimes (5-22) 

♥ Pam Klein (friend of Ginny Hol-

comb) 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Maria Carter ( Ruby Nell Ormon’s 

daughter) 

♥ Ginny Holcomb 

Sunday, June 1 
☺ Kelly Rowley 

Monday, June 2 
☺ Doug Anderson 

Tuesday, June 3 
☺ Kathy rice 

Wednesday, June 4 

Thursday, June 5 
☺ Isel Bernal 

☺ Suzanne Gerard 

Friday, June 6 
☺ Carreen Hughes 

☺ Leigh Schaefers 

☺ Linda Yeager 

Saturday, June 7 
☺ Richard Elliott 

☺ Jason Kiehl 

Sunday, June 8 
☺ Sarah Smith 

Monday, June 9 
☺ Mary Stewart 

Tuesday, June 10 
☺ Waite Colbaugh 

☺ Phyllis Wahler 

Wednesday, June 11 
☺ Frankie Markham 

☺ Tiffany Troxell 

working as an engineer in the 

semiconductor industry when a 

mission trip to Nicaragua 

prompted her to enroll in semi-

nary.  Her supervising pastor 

says, “Charlie is a scholar, theolo-

gian, wife, and mother who gra-

ciously asks the ‘wicked ques-

tions’ embedded in Scripture and 

our lives, without jeopardizing 

the pastoral trust afforded her by 

College Graduates 
We would like to acknowledge 

our college graduates in the next 

newsletter that will come out on 

June 4. Please send pictures and 

information to the newsletter at 

newsletter@fpcrichardson.org 

 

Someone to Note 
Charlie Shin is a recent Austin 

Seminary graduate. She was 

the congregation.” Charlie an-

swers the question “How has 

your love for the church grown?” 

by saying, “Reading Christian 

history was like laughing at the 

embarrassing and wonderful 

family stories that engender 

pride, love, and understanding.” 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Thursday, June 12 
☺ Larry Gerard 

☺ Holley Kiehl 

☺ Laura Owens 

Friday, June 13 
☺ Landry Geyer 

☺ Shirley Kempter 

Saturday, June 14 

Think Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 
          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 
12:00  Worship Min. 
 

26 
 

 

Memorial Day 
Office Closed 

 

 

27 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible 
Study10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

28 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg 
 

 
5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

29 
 

 
 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 
        Study 

 

 
 

30 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

31 

1 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 
          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 
           Communion 

 

 

2 
 

 
 

2:00  PW Book Disc 
 

 

 

3 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 
12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

4 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg  
 

5:45  Handbell Choir 
7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

5 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 
 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 
        Study 

 

 
 

 

6 
 

 
 

 
 

 

6:30  First Friday 

7 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

8 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 
          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 
11:30  Church Picnic 
 

Pentecost 
 

5:00  Book Club 

9 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

10 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 
12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

11 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00  Staff mtg 
 

 

12 
 

 
1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

13 
 

 
 

 
 

 

14 
General Assembly 

Convenes 
Detroit 

May/June 2014 

Choir Trip 

Mo Ranch 


