
God created every-

thing, from the heavens 

above to all the people we 

know. God created it all! 

We celebrate what God 

has done by taking good 

care of the world around 

us. Come be a part of the 

Creation Celebration at 

FPC’s 2014 Vacation Bible 

School.  

VBS will begin on Mon-

day, July 7 and run 

through Friday, July 11 in 

the evenings. (Please note 

that the start date is Mon-

day,  rather than Sunday, 

as it has been in the past .) 

We will meet from 6-8:30 

pm for dinner,  Bible sto-

ries, games, music, arts 

and crafts. We will have 

activities for ages 2-12 (as 

of Sept. 1, 2013) and the 

cost is $10 a child with a 

$25 per family maximum. 

Scholarships are also 

available.  You can pick up 

registration forms in the 

visitation area after 

church on Sundays or in 

the church office. Sign up 

soon! The registration 

deadline is June 29! 

 Volunteers are always 

needed, and  Nancy Jo 

Freeman would love to 

hear from you if you are 

available to help! Come - 

Join the Celebration! 

 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS and Child Protection Training  

If you plan to volunteer at 

VBS or any other child 

related events, plan to 

attend the next Child Pro-

tection Training Class on 

Sunday, June 29 after the 

10:30 worship service. A 

brief VBS training will oc-

cur then too. 
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The next newsletter is  

July 16.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 

First Pressbyterian 

Responding to God’s love and grace, we worship with joy, 

           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 



This is an excerpt from the May

-June newsletter.  
 

Greetings to our Scholarship 

Mission Partners! 

This newsletter is for all mem-

bers of this Scholarship mission 

endeavor and is provided to keep 

you and your congregations up to 

date on progress in preparing our 

recipient, Eulalia Velasquez 

(Yaya) to attend the Presbyterian 

Pan American School (PPAS) in 

the fall.  

Great News to report!! YaYa 

was accepted to PPAS and re-

ceived her notification in early 

May. She has scheduled appoint-

ments with the Mexican Passport 

office and the US Visa office for 

June 6 in Guadalahara.  The plan 

for flying to the US is scheduled 

for Thursday, July 24. She will be 

staying with Nicholey Schwab, 

daughter of Jeanne Stone. The 

two of them will be taking her 

shopping for clothes, etc., on July 

25. They are scheduled to drive to 

Kingsville on Saturday, July 26, 

and orientation at the school is 

Sunday, July 27. 

 As reported last month, the 

WPPC Mexico Mission funding 

has provided for an English tutor 

for the entire orphanage two 

days a week and also provides 

two additional one-hour sessions 

for Yaya each week. This is be-

cause the stability of Skype for 

Nicholey Schwab and BJ Flores in 

support of Yaya’s English study 

has been less than dependable. 

We had an opportunity to view 

(although not able to record) the 

children at the Huejotitan Casa 

de Niños over Skype during and 

after their April 6 English lesson. 

This was a wonderful experience. 

At the end of the session, YaYa 

and her mother come to the cam-

era and thanked us for this amaz-

ing opportunity. We think this is a 

very worthwhile effort for the 

children at the orphanage and 

YaYa has been receiving that ad-

ditional time one on one with the 

instructor as a part of our ar-

rangement. WPPC is so im-

pressed with the class that we are 

funding another three months 

from our Mexico Mission Fund 

and hopefully can keep this up in 

the future.  

as well as Dr Pepper product 

drinks. The cost is $20 per seat 

and you may also pre-purchase a 

parking pass for $5 ($10 at the 

gate). For tickets, call the church 

office or see the table in the Visi-

tation Area on Sundays begin-

ning June 15.   

  

If you missed the last outing to 

the RoughRiders game, you have 

another chance to enjoy Amer-

ica’s favorite pastime. Bill Yeager 

has organized another trip to 

RoughRiders’ Ballpark for Friday, 

July 18. There are 41 reserved 

tickets which include All-You-Can

-Eat Hot Dogs, Brats and Nachos, 

Huejotitan/PPAS Scholarship Mission 

Take me out to the ball game—again!  
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Free Cello Recital 

 The International Conserva-

tory of Music invites you to a 

cello recital, featuring Sai Sai, in 

the Sanctuary at FPC on June 

29. The recital is at 3:00 pm and 

is free to the public. Sai Sai ac-

companied the Plano Civic Cho-

rus and the Sanctuary Choir as 

they prepared for their interna-

tional tour and has won numer-

ous international competitions. 
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As I sit down to write this arti-

cle, commissioners from every 

presbytery across the United 

States have gathered in Detroit, 

Michigan, for the two-hundred 

and twenty-first General Assem-

bly of the Presbyterian Church. It 

promises to be an assembly to 

remember!  

One of the many issues that 

will be discussed over the course 

of this week is the current state 

of affairs in Israel/Palestine and in 

the Middle East. For ten years 

now, the escalating situation be-

tween Israel and Palestine has 

been on the Presbyterian radar 

screen and (more importantly) in 

our thoughts and prayers. This 

General Assembly is really no 

different in that regard. 

What has changed, over the 

course of time, is the politi-

cal machinery that has been 

implemented in order to 

persuade commissioners to 

act in one way or another. 

Lobbyists have become 

more sophisticated and 

convincing. At the same 

time, Israeli/Palestinian re-

lationships have become 

more strained and confronta-

tional. This is why I attended the 

recent seminar, in New York, that 

was focused on Israel, Palestine 

and the Middle East. I wanted to 

have a better understanding of 

the situation and be better in-

formed about the key players in 

our Presbyterian system, as pol-

icy continues to develop. 

My time with the Presbyterian 

Mission to the United Nations 

was time well spent. I heard from 

a variety of 

people, speak-

ing on a vari-

ety of per-

spectives. 

There were 

Israelis per-

spectives, Pal-

estinian per-

spectives, Presbyterian Perspec-

tives and Jewish perspectives. We 

even heard from UN directors of 

humanitarian aid, rabbis, ecu-

menical councils, pro-Palestinian 

Jews, and other Presbyterian Pas-

tors as we sought to develop our 

own understanding of the con-

stantly shifting landscape of the 

Middle East. It was an intense 

two weeks. 

What I have returned home 

with is far from an answer to the 

problems that plague that region 

of the world. I may have even 

returned with more questions 

than I started with! But one thing 

is for sure, I have a better founda-

tion to build on as we prepare to 

hear the outcomes from this Gen-

eral Assembly. I will be able to 

explain the key players, what is at 

issue, and what is at stake. 

I hope that you will join me for 

a special Sunday School class 

that will begin on July 6 and 

run through the month of 

July. I will be sharing my in-

sights and making recom-

mendations to our congrega-

tion, as to how to best engage 

in this particular conversation. 

In addition to my perspec-

tives, I hope to have voices from 

our own community participate 

in the discussion. 

In addition to participating in 

that class, I want to encourage 

you to bring me your questions 

about the General Assembly. I 

promise that I will try to keep 

abreast of the developments as 

they happen. I do also want to 

remind you that most media out-

lets do not have a very good 

grasp of Presbyterian polity, so 

you should take anything written 

about the happenings in Detroit 

with a grain of salt. 

Also, we will be gearing up for 

Vacation Bible School over the 

next few weeks. If you would like 

to positively impact the young 

people in our congregation and 

community, please consider be-

ing a VBS volunteer. I promise, 

you will get more out of that ex-

perience than you would expect! 

   

  Blessings, 

  Pastor David 

Perspective from the Pastor  By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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have noticed a flurry of scissors, 

glue and glitter in the Library on 

Sunday mornings. Led by the 

crafty Sara Godecke, our June 

project is re-purposing the retired 

hymnals. There are hymnal an-

gels, a beautiful wreath, Christ-

mas ornaments, and notecards 

created from the songbooks. 

Look for a “Christmas in July” sale 

coming soon! We welcome you to 

join us on our Summer journey, 

whether it’s getting crafty with 

the glue gun, or just stopping by 

to look and chat. For more infor-

mation, contact Leigh Schaefers 

or Kelli Geyer. 

This Summer, the GIFT Sun-

day school class decided to take a 

break from its traditional curricu-

lum. Inspired by Rev Bev’s ser-

mon on “living stones," we chose 

to dedicate ourselves to a 

"Summer of Service." You may 

With feet resting on a moss covered rock, 

and body resting on beautifully carved lime-

stone benches, 

the waters of the rain 

swollen Guadalupe 

River 

refreshes my body and 

soul. 

Living water…how 

blessed I am. 
 

I sit and soak up the 

sun as insects chirp 

and hawks fly the cliffs 

along the river bank. 

I notice the sky so very blue,  filled with 

friendly clouds, 

these serving as a magnificent backdrop 

for the verdant vegetation…how blessed I am. 
 

My toes feel the nibbles of minnows  

as I dip them in those rushing waters - 

my back, the warmth of the afternoon sun - 

my thoughts wander to past visits with friends 

now gone. 

A breeze refreshes  me…how blessed I am. 
 

A mixture of thoughts fill my 

head… 

messages of people yearning for 

clean, living water, 

and others who reach for an 

unimagined hope - of love and ac-

ceptance. 

Compassion so needed in this 

world…how blessed I am. 
 

This place of beauty, grace, and nurture 

has welcomed me once again - from the 

mossy rocks 

and nibbling minnows - the chirping insects 

and flying hawks - 

the blue sky and limestone cliffs. 

I feel your living water here, Lord…how 

blessed I am.  

GIFT Sunday School Class 

A Special Place   by Bettye Rice 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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The First Friday (FF) theme on 

June 6 was "Take the Challenge." 

The pre-schoolers and grade-

schoolers conquered strategic, 

physical, and mental challenge 

games, while our FFX'ers (ages 11 

to 15) navigated the social chal-

lenges of attending the ballet at 

The Eisemann Performing Arts 

Center. Before the performance, 

FFX was treated to a behind-the-

scenes facility tour with FPC 

member and Eisemann Technical 

and Operations Manager, Bill 

Fox. It was a great conclusion to 

another school year of nurturing 

the precious children God places 

in our care at First Friday. 

These are the monthly "stats" 

for June: 

• 63 children from 34 families: -

 31 children (15 families) from 

the community or friends of 

community children- 32 chil-

dren (19 families) associated 

with FPC (members or friends/

family of members) 

• Registration contributions and 

donations:- 66 cans/boxes of 

food for Network- $98 for FF 

account  

• 34 children registered for VBS 

at June FF 

 

Reflecting back... In early 

2009 we "took the challenge" of 

offering a new program to serve 

families in our congregation and 

community. Now, we've com-

pleted FIVE school-year cycles of 

Friday evening faith, fellowship, 

and fun together -- can you be-

lieve it?  And, out of 19 children at 

the first gathering, eleven are still 

active FF participants!  Through 

countless smiles shared, a few 

tears wiped away, and an unbe-

lievable array of activities, a host 

of FPC volunteers met the origi-

nal challenge and laid founda-

tions for much more joy to 

come.  Thank you, First Friday 

VOLUNTEERS, for rising to the 

challenge! 

 

Five Years of First Friday Fun 
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contribute to this event. More 

details coming soon. If you have 

questions contact Linda Yeager 

at linda@yeagernet.com.  
  

Praise God from whom all 
gifts and talents flow!  
  

Arts Alive Ministry would like 

you and your family (children 

definitely included) to join us for 

an all church VISUAL 

ARTS EXHIBIT starting in 

late August and lasting 

through September. Be-

gin now to decide which 

of your creative art works you will 

PW Book Discussion  
Monday, June 30th, Mary Emma 

Smith will lead our discussion of 

Lisa Genova's poignant novel, 

Still Alice.  Genova, who has a 

degree in neuroscience, has por-

trayed a fascinating description 

of the progression of a disease 

which affects far too many peo-

ple.  You are invited to join us at 

2:00 p.m., in the church library for 

a lively discussion.  Our summer 

reading is full of diverse sub-

jects;  August (no meeting in 

July), Mr. Penumbra's 24 Hour 

Book Store by Robin Sloan, the 

selection for Richardson Reads 

One Book;  Sept., The Aviator's 

Wife by Melanie Benjamin; and 

Oct., Luncheon of the Boating 

Party by Susan Vreeland. 

 

Sunday Evening Book Club  
We will meet on July 13 at 5:00 

pm in the library to discuss Mur-

der at Ford’s Theater by Margaret 

Truman. Call Ginger (Doug) 

Anderson for more information. 

 

Young Adult Weekend  
Join other young adults ages 22  -  

39 for a weekend at Mo Ranch, 

September 19-21. Participate in 

thoughtful keynote presenta-

tions, meaningful worship, ample 

free time and wonderful fellow-

ship. This amazing weekend of-

fers a chance to reconnect with 

God and friends, relax at Mo, and 

recharge your spirits. For more 

information go to moranch.com 

and look for the “Young Adult 

Weekend” tab. 

  

Want to Connect with Young 
Adults in Grace Presbytery? 

Check out our Facebook group 

called “Grace Presbytery Young 

Adults.” 

  

2014 PW Bible Study  
All women of Grace Presbytery 

are invited to hear Dr. Shelly Mat-

thews, Brite Divinity New Testa-

ment scholar, introduce the PW 

2014 Bible Study, “Reconciling 

Paul.” Mark your calendars to 

attend on September 16, at 10:30 

a.m., at First Presbyterian Church 

in Fort Worth. 

  

Many  may be on their own all 

day while parents are at work.  

The Network usually experiences 

a reduction in donations in the 

summer months, so it is very im-

portant that we continue to be 

mindful of the needs.  Suggested 

donations include: 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Nutrition bars 

Microwave ready, individual 

serving items such as: ravioli, spa-

For many of us the summer 

months mean vacation trips and 

outdoor activities.   For children 

in our area, summer months 

mean time off from school.  For 

many the school lunch they ordi-

narily have has to be replaced by 

self-prepared food.  The Mission 

Ministry is requesting that food 

donations for June and July in-

clude items suitable for quick 

preparation for and by children.  

ghetti and meat balls, spaghetti 

O’s, chili, etc. 

Cheese and peanut butter 

crackers 

Fruit and pudding cups 

Packaged cookies 

Arts Alive Fall Exhibit 

Events and Opportunities 

NETWORK Summer Food Collection 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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♥ Marla Carter ( Ruby Nell Ormon’s 

daughter) 

♥ Margaret Gumma 

♥ Tammy Holcomb 

♥ Bill Yeager 

Of Special Concern: 
♥ Dick Stead 

At Home: 
♥ Anne Beecher 

♥ Maryellen Coldiron 

♥ Bob Grimes 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Jean Vestyck 

♥ Eva Waldrop 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Vic Gumma 

♥ Liz Phipps 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Kazuko Blake 

♥ Ruth Brink 

♥ Jeff Holcomb 

♥ Bret Owens 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

Sunday, June 29 
☺ James Swindle 

Monday, June 30 
☺ Bara Colegrove 

☺ Larry Phipps 

Tuesday, July 1 
☺ Grant Suneson 

Wednesday, July 2 
☺ Jo Bowen 

☺ Bob Pavelick 

☺ Kayleigh Reynolds 

Thursday, July 3 
☺ Roy Calligaro 

☺ Joshua Minde 

Friday, July 4 
☺ The United States of 

America 

Saturday, July 5 
☺ Kristina Rasley 

Sunday, July 6 
☺ Chayton Gonzales 

Monday, July 7 

Tuesday, July 8 
☺ Austin Lancaster 

Wednesday, July 9 

Thursday, July 10 
☺ Connie Dornseifer 

☺ Damian Spencer 

☺ Jean Vestyck 

☺ Ann Wang 

Friday, July 11 
☺ Mark Rice 

Saturday, July 12 
☺ Pattie Powell 

Sunday, July 13 

Monday, July 14 
☺ Jo Roberts 

Tuesday, July 15 
☺ Ophelia Clark 

☺ Nina Rupp 

Wednesday, July 16 
☺ Noah Clayton 

Thursday, July 17 

Friday, July 18 
☺ Catherine Jones 

☺ Debora Segrist 

Saturday, July 19 

Sunday, July 20 
☺ Alice Morris 

Monday, July 21 
☺ Jon Hander 

membered by so many of 

you.  Thank you also for the 

flowers.  They are brightening 

my apartment. 

In gratitude,  

Eleanor Stewart 

 

 

Thank You 
To my church friends: 

Thank you for the many birthday 

cards that you sent to me.  As you 

can see, my door at the Welling-

ton has been filled with over 100 

cards.  It made the celebration for 

my 100th even grander to be re-

 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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☺ Nick Hasegawa 

☺ Angela Keiser 

Tuesday, July 22 
☺ Sarah Burdick 

☺ Muriel Clayton 

☺ Susan Johnson 

☺ Briana McCord 

Wednesday, July 23 

Thursday, July 24 
☺ Norman West 

☺ Megan Youngblood 

Friday, July 25 
☺ Madeline DiCarlo 

Saturday, July 26 
☺ Barbara Brewster 

☺ Rudy Hale  

Think Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

22 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Session 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

25 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

26 
 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00  Mission 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 

29 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  VBS/Child 

Protection Training 

 

30 
 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

 

1 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

2 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

3 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

 

4 
Office Closed  

 

 

 

 

 

Independence 

Day 

5 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

6 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/

Communion 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

9 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

10 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

11 
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June/July 2014 

Choir Returns 

Pastor David on Vacation  

Vacation Bible School 6:00—8:30 pm 


