
June 30 is the registra-

tion deadline for VBS. This 

week promises to be a 

unique and fun experience 

for our children with lots 

of music, creative 

arts, and great Bi-

ble stories.  

 For the elemen-

tary groups, each 

evening begins 

with dinner together in 

Fellowship Hall. Our 

cooks, Jan Warner and 

Nina Rupp are 

planning some 

great meals to be-

gin our evenings, 

Paula Dardaganian 

and Julia Haun are plan-

ning creative ways to 

learn some our church 

symbols, Pastor David is 

preparing our Bible les-

sons and our clini-

cians are ready to 

go with singing, 

drumming, and 

dancing!  

 Our pre-school 

children have an equally 

exciting program devel-

oped by Laura Houston 

and Colleen Oates as they 

will enjoy dinner in their 

rooms followed by Bible 

stories, music, crafts, and 

games!  

Many dedicated volun-

teers are already on board 

to make the evening run 

smoothly. 

 You don’t want to 

miss this opportunity! This 

is a wonderful program 

not only for our own chil-

dren but for friends and 

neighbors, too. Registra-

tions may be picked up in 

the visitation area through 

June 30. If you have regis-

tration questions, please 

call Martha Mathieu or 

Ginger Anderson.   
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The next newsletter is  

July 17.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 

First Pressbyterian 

Our Mission Statement: Responding to God’s love and grace, we worship with joy, 

           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 

July 7-11 

6:00-8:30 p.m. 

 

  Time to Register for 

VBS—Only 2 Weeks 

Left! 



Our summer cinema series 

kicks off Friday, June 21 with a 

drama based on recent events. The 

Impossible recounts the story of a 

family of five on Christmas holiday 

in Thailand when a tsunami of 

massive proportions hits the is-

land. The family’s struggle to sur-

vive makes for a compelling story. 

The Impossible stars Naomi Watts 

and Ewan McGregor as the parents 

of three children who must rely on 

courage, faith and hope amidst the 

devastation that separates them.  

On June 28 we’ll feature our 

“classic movie” night with the 

showing of Elmer Gantry. Burt Lan-

caster won the best actor award 

for his portrayal of Elmer Gantry, a 

fast talking salesman turned 

preacher. Shirley Jones also won 

an Oscar for best supporting ac-

tress. The 1960 movie is based on 

the 1927 novel by Sinclair Lewis. 

On July 5 we’ll celebrate Inde-

pendence Day with the showing of 

the recent blockbuster hit by Ste-

ven Spielberg, Lincoln. Daniel Day-

Lewis plays the title role and leads 

an all start cast that includes Sally 

Field and Tommy Lee Jones. The 

story recounts Lincoln’s efforts in 

1865 to obtain passage of the thir-

teenth amendment to the U.S. 

Constitution which would abolish 

slavery. 

New to our summer cinema 

lineup this year will be a sing-a-

long with the charming musical 

Mary Poppins on July 12. We’ll pro-

ject the lyrics and we’ll all sing our 

favorite songs with the likes of 

Mary (Julie Andrews) and Bert 

(Dick Van Dyke)…A Spoonful of 

Sugar, I Love to Laugh, Feed the 

Birds, Step in Time, Chim 

Chim Cher-ee, Jolly Holi-

day, and of course Super-

califragilisticexpialidocious! 

The Life of Pi will be our 

offering for Friday, July 19. 

The movie is a tour de force 

by director Ang Lee who 

won the Oscar for best 

director. The story depicts 

the saga of a young man who 

survives a disaster at sea and is 

hurtled into an epic journey of 

adventure and discovery. While 

castaway, he forms an unex-

pected connection with another 

survivor: a fearsome Bengal tiger. 

The young man must rely on his 

faith to overcome his sense of 

dread and loneliness.  

Silver Linings Playbook star-

ring Bradley Cooper, Robert De 

Niro, and Jennifer Lawrence de-

buts on Friday, July 26. Cooper 

stars as Pat Solitano who has just 

completed a stint in a mental in-

stitution who moves back in with 

his parents and tries to reconcile 

with his ex-wife. Things get more 

challenging when Pat meets Tif-

fany (Lawrence), a mysterious girl 

with problems of her own. This 

story of determination is uplifting 

as we watch a life of confusion 

blossom into a life of enlighten-

ment.  

Our final movie night will be a 

special evening for all children, 

and the child within each of us! 

August 2 is designated Children’s 

Theater and we will show Dr. 

Seuss’ The Lorax. The movie fea-

tures the voices of Zac Efron, 

Danny Devito, Taylor Swift, and 

Betty White in a story about Ted 

who lives in a world of synthetics 

who goes on a quest to 

find a real living tree.  

PLEASE NOTE…we will 

serve pizza beginning at 

6pm and the movie will 

start at promptly at 

6:30pm.  

 So there you have our 

summer movies for this 

year!  I know you will 

enjoy each one. We’ll have light 

refreshments available during the 

movie. Join me in the chapel each 

Sunday following for a lively dis-

cussion of the issues raised in 

each movie. Enjoy!  

  Ralph 

FPC Summer Cinema Series 2013    By Ralph Stannard 
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Inquirer’s Class – June 30 

  

If you know someone who 

has been visiting at First Pres-

byterian Church, and would like 

to know more about who we 

are, what we believe, and how 

to get involved, please let them 

know about the upcoming 

“Inquirer’s Class”. This new of-

fering will meet at 9:00 a.m. on 

the last Sunday of every month, 

in the Conference Room (down 

the office hallway). During that 

time, guests and visitors will be 

able to meet members of the 

congregation, hear about min-

istry opportunities, and ask any 

questions that may come to 

mind. 
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Over the past few 

weeks, the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) has released 

updated demographics 

about its congregations 

throughout the United 

States. These show exactly 

what you might expect: cur-

rent membership numbers, 

attendance for worship and 

educational offerings, and overall 

giving patterns. For decades now, 

there have been indicators of de-

cline, especially in membership 

numbers and worship atten-

dance. There are really no sur-

prises within the current statis-

tics; these patterns have been 

trending downward for years, 

across all denominational struc-

tures. One observer has even 

gone so far as to do the math and 

project how many more years the 

PCUSA has left, if the current 

trend continues. (He says we 

have 18 years.)  

While the statistics do paint a 

concerning picture of the church, 

they do not tell the whole story. 

Perhaps they even shift our focus 

away from what is truly impor-

tant. For me, the copious atten-

tion that these numbers receive is 

misplaced, even dangerous. 

What truly matters, from my 

point of view, is not sheer num-

bers but growth in that most im-

portant aspect of our lives: faith. 

Our faith is not something that 

can be measured by surveys or 

statistics. It is something that is 

hard to define, but easy to see at 

work in our lives. John Calvin, 

who was never at a loss for 

words, did his best in defining 

faith when he wrote 

that it is “a firm and 

certain knowledge of 

God’s benevolence 

towards us, founded 

upon the truth of the 

freely given promise in 

Christ, both revealed 

to our minds and 

sealed upon our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit.”  

Hmmm. Does it have to be 

that complicated? For me, faith is 

all about trust. Trust is not some-

thing that blindly dismisses our 

questions or concerns, but it is 

that part of us that is always open 

to having an ongoing relation-

ship. Ideally, that relationship 

makes us vulnerable to God’s 

greater plan (and surprises us 

along the way). It is a relationship 

that opens our eyes to new possi-

bilities and sends us out into the 

world, as ambassadors of God’s 

kingdom and as stewards of 

God’s resources. Growth within 

the life of faith is what the 

prophet Jeremiah assures us of 

when he writes “For I know the 

plans I have for you, declares the 

Lord, plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give 

you hope and a future.” 

So, what does the successful 

church look like, if it is not all 

about statistics and numbers? I 

have said it before, but I believe 

that the true measure of any con-

gregation is not primarily con-

cerned with what the church 

looks like on Sunday morning, in 

worship, but what the body of 

Christ looks like when the pews 

are empty and the building is 

locked up. The church is truly 

alive and at work in the world 

when it is sent out, when it pro-

vides Christian nurture and when 

it serves others. In that regard, 

worship is the place where we 

practice what we will share with 

the world, in our everyday lives. 

True success, therefore, looks like 

sharing the good news with the 

poor and release to the captives, 

binding up the broken-hearted, 

and announcing the year of the 

Lord’s favor. 

What is encouraging, even in 

the face of disappointing statics, 

are the examples that we see 

every day, where church mem-

bers are growing in faith. Some 

are taking on new caring minis-

tries. Some are engaging in the 

study of scriptures, in new and 

exciting ways. Some are reaching 

out to neighbors and friends with 

encouragement and love. These 

are success stories that the 

church should be proud of. These 

are also our greatest growth op-

portunities.   

I have long been convinced 

that the majority of the problems 

that arise within the wider church 

today are symptomatic; they all 

point to the one major problem 

we experience today. Primarily, 

that problem has to do with our 

faith. We would like for it to be 

about anything else, but some-

where deep inside each of us we 

know that our faith is not as 

strong as it needs to be. Left to 

our own devices, we would much 

rather rely on our own resources 

and plans than make room for 

Continued on page 6 
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celebrate with her by attending 

either one or both our worship 

and luncheon program on June 

30.  Also, we are creating a mem-

ory book for her and invite you 

and members of your congrega-

tion to send us cards, letters, and 

photographs to note your appre-

ciation and memories of her ser-

vice. 

To send items for her memory 

book please send them by June 

25th to: 

LYDIA GOBER, 4920 Craw-

ford Dr., The Colony, TX 75056 or 

you may e-mail a greeting to 

lgober@tx.rr.com. 

Worship begins at 10:30 a.m. 

and the luncheon will begin at 

about 12 Noon in the Fellowship 

Hall.  There will be a short pro-

gram as part of the luncheon 

celebration.  Folks who plan to 

attend the luncheon are asked to 

R.S.V.P. by e-mail to Lydia [see 

above] or call her at 972-342-

0307, also by June 25th. 
 

Please help us honor Rev. 

Hughes.  Thank you so much. 
 

In Christ, 

Worship & Fellowship Com-

mittees 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

The Colony, Texas 

  

Dear First Presbyterian 

Church of Richardson: 

The congregation of Trinity 

Presbyterian Church, The Colony, 

Texas is excited to announce a 

celebration in honor of the 25th 

anniversary of The Reverend Bev-

erly Hughes’ ordination to minis-

try of Word and Sacrament in the 

Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.   To 

honor Rev. Hughes, we are recog-

nizing her in our worship and with 

a luncheon event on Sunday, 

June 30, 2013.  

We understand that Reverend 

Hughes ministered to your con-

gregation and community during 

these 25 years.  You are invited to 

Special Recognition 
The Mission Ministry received 

a letter during May announcing 

the installation of a Wall of 

Honor in the Network of Com-

munity Ministries facility. The 

Wall recognizes and honors 

“those who have faithfully and 

generously supported Network 

throughout the years.” First Pres-

byterian Church of Richardson is 

among the select few which they 

want to recognize in this very 

special way. 

The Wall of Honor will be 

placed in their main meeting 

room hall where is can be seen by 

all those who come to Network 

for meetings and events. If you 

visit the Network facility as a vol-

unteer or for other reasons, take 

a minute to stop by and view this 

tribute to all their significant do-

nors, including our congregation.  
 

Special Food Drive  
The Mission Ministry is spon-

soring a food drive between June 

16 and July 28 to help stock Net-

work shelves. The following items 

are always gratefully received:  

Flour and sugar in small sizes; 

canned meats; cooking oil; pan-

cake mix; peanut butter; maca-

roni and cheese; russet potatoes; 

jelly and syrup; crackers; pasta 

and spaghetti sauce; Similac and 

Enfamil; canned soup; toddler 

food; and cereal (except corn 

flakes). Think low salt, easy 

preparation, and single serving. 

Two other ways to help:  write 

a check to FPC, noting Network’s 

Big Meals for Little Kids program 

which, through a vendor, pro-

vides lunches for children in 

apartments; and/or note for 

“Mitzi the Cow,” Net-

work’s milk fund.  

Let's fill up the tubs 

in the visitation area 

and feed the hungry 

children. 

lead the active discussions. 

Planned Topics Include: Genetics, 

Garden of Eden, Evolution, Hu-

man Development, Exodus, and 

This new Sunday School Class 

will run through July and August. 

Howard Taylor will be the facilita-

tor of the presentations and will 

the Birth Place of Jesus. Class will 

meet in the library, Sundays at 

9:00 am.  

  

Invitation to celebrate Rev. Beverly Hughes  

NETWORK News 

Science and the Bible - Sunday School Class Begins July 7  

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Up, Up and Away! 

A clear sky, pleasant temperature, and minimal breezes were perfect 

conditions to launch soaring water rockets and soaring spirits into 

summer vacation fun at our June 7 First Friday Parents’ Evening Out! 



PW Book Discussion 
Join us as Susan Johnson leads 

our discussion of M.L. Stedman's 

The Light Between Oceans on 

June 24 at 2pm in the church li-

brary.  For information contact 

Anne Healy.  

 

Shufflers 
The Shufflers meet in the Com-

mons near the office for casual 

bridge at 12:45 p.m. on Wednes-

day, June 26. All are welcome to 

play but you must reserve a seat 

by calling Frankie Markham. 

 

PW Book Club 
We will meet Sunday, July 21 at 

5pm in the church library to dis-

cuss How We Do Harm by Otis 

Webb Brawley and David Gold-

berg. Contact Ginger (Doug) 

Anderson for more information. 

 

than that, we need to be includ-

ing God in our plans… and mak-

ing plans that simply will not 

work without God’s presence. In 

other words, we need to be envi-

sioning lives that will simply not 

be possible unless God shows up. 

The life of faith is not about what 

we can do on our own, but what 

God’s plans. To include God in 

our equations and preparations is 

to invite the mysterious and in-

tangible into our lives. But that is 

where the fun begins! 

As we move along, on our 

journey of faith, we need to be 

sure that we are leaving space for 

God to work in our lives. More 

we might accomplish when we 

choose to walk with God. I have 

yet to see the statistic that dares 

to chart that! 
 

 Yours in faith, 

 Pastor David 

 

Events and Opportunities 

The Successful Church               continued from Page 3 
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Summer Fun for FPC Families – Save the Dates! 
  

Families with children are invited to mark these dates and participate in monthly FPC gatherings for 

family fellowship and fun: 

  

·         June 30, 5:00 to 7:00PM – Campbell Green Sprayground: 16600 Park Hill Dr, Dallas, TX 75248  

          http://mapq.st/126SReF 

                 RSVP to AMY WEEKS - ashirey@searchdex.com 

 

·         July 26, 4:30 to 6:30PM – Swim and Pizza Party at the Schaefers’ home:  

          28 Creekwood Circle, Richardson, TX 75080 

                 RSVP to DAVID SCHAEFERS – davids@firstintheheart.com 

 

·         August 2, 6:00 to 8:00PM – Pizza and Movie night (“The Lorax”) at FPC Richardson:  

          271 N Walton, Richardson, TX 75081 

                 RSVP to BILL YEAGER in FPC Office – bill@firstintheheart.com 
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Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Jim Rivers 

♥ Margie Semke 

♥ Jackie Way 

At Home: 
♥ Casey Carter 

♥ Rachael Graham (Anne Healy’s 

cousin) 
♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Jan Harrison (Anne Healy’s 

friend) 

♥ Maggie Kaeser (Calligaro’s 

niece) 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Alice Oates 

♥ Pattie Powell 

♥ Brian Tanzola 

♥ Phyllis Wahler 

♥ Wilma Walton 

♥ Laverne Wylie 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Gordon Bellah 

♥ Cheryl Dowling 

♥ Beverly Gallagher 

♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Guy Smith 

♥ John Stannard (Ralph’s dad) 

♥ Dick Stead 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Janice Fandrick 

♥ Jane Paschal 

Sunday, July 7 

Monday, July 8 
☺ Crystal Hughes 

☺ Austin Lancaster 

Tuesday, July 9 

Wednesday, July 10 
☺ Connie Dornseifer 

☺ Damian Spencer 

☺ Jean Vestyck 

Thursday, July 11 
☺ Mark Rice 

Friday, July 12 
☺ Pattie Powell 

Saturday, July 13 

Sunday, July 14 
☺ Jo Roberts 

Monday, July 15 
☺ Ophelia Clark 

☺ Nina Rupp 

Tuesday, July 16 
☺ Noah Clayton 

Wednesday, July 17 

Thursday, July 18 
☺ Catherine Jones 

☺ Debora Segrist 

Friday, July 19 

Saturday, July 20 
☺ Alice Morris 

Sunday, July 21 
☺ Jon Hander 

☺ Nick Hasegawa 

☺ Angela Keiser 

Monday, July 22 
☺ Sarah Burdick 

☺ Muriel Clayton 

☺ Susan Johnson 

☺ Brianna McCord 

Tuesday, July 23 

New Address 
Alice Nance has moved. Her new 

address is available from the 

church office. 

 

 

 

Wedding 
Steven Latham and Dena Blum 

were married on May 25 in Can-

cun, Mexico. Steven is the son of 

Bill and Shirley Latham 

and the uncle of Noah 

and Tyler Clayton. 

Congratulations Steven 

and Dena! 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Wednesday, July 24 
☺ Norman West 

☺ Megan Youngblood 

Thursday, July 25 
☺ Maddie DiCarlo 

Friday, July 26 
☺ Barbara Brewster 

☺ Rudy Hale 

Saturday, July 27 
☺ David Arledge 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

23 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

12:00  Session (joint) 

 

24 
 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

 

25 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

26 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:45 Shufflers 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Summer Cinema 

          “Elmer Gantry” 

29 
7:00  Holy Strollers 

30 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

 

5:00  Campbell Green 

Sprayground 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

3 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

4 
 

4th of July 
 

 

 

Office Closed  

5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Summer Cinema 

          “Lincoln” 

6 
 

7 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/

Communion 

 

 

 

8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

10 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

11 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Summer Cinema 

         “Mary Poppins” 

13 
 

Presbytery meeting—

Tyler, TX 

June/July 2013 

Vacation Bible School 6:00—8:30 pm 


