
The General Assembly 

of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) meets 

biennially in even-

numbered years. It con-

sists of commissioners 

elected by each of its 173 

presbyteries. Half of the 

commissioners will be 

ruling elders, half will be 

teaching elders. Few will 

ever have been commis-

sioners to the GA before, 

but most will have served 

in one of the other gov-

erning bodies of our 

church: the session, the 

presbytery, or the synod. 

The GA acts on hun-

dreds of items of business, 

which it receives through 

the reports and recom-

mendations of various 

assembly entities, and 

through overtures from 

synods and presbyteries. 

It reviews the work of syn-

ods, resolves controver-

sies in the church, is re-

sponsible for matters of 

common concern for the 

whole church, and serves 

as a symbol of unity for 

the church. 

How does it work? 

First, reports 

and recom-

mendations 

come from 

the various 

arms of the 

Presbyterian 

Mission 

Agency and 

the Office of 

the General 

Assembly. 

Overtures from synods 

and presbyteries are the 

second source of GA busi-

ness. These governing 

bodies use Overtures to 

bring recommendations 

and matters of concern 

before the whole church. 

Commissioners Resolu-

tions are a third source of 

business. As a commis-

sioner one is entitled to 

sign two resolutions which 

will come before the 

whole assembly. 

The meeting begins 

with an orientation on 

Saturday afternoon and 

that evening the whole 

General Assembly meets 

together to elect a Mod-

erator from among the 

commissioners as-

sembled. The Mod-

erator presides over 

the meetings for the 

rest of the week. 

Once a Moderator is 

elected, the assembly 

breaks up into assem-

bly committees to 

consider particular 

kinds of business. 

Each committee is 

responsible for consider-

ing a number of items, 

and reporting back to the 

General Assembly on 

completed actions or their 

recommendations  

The combined insights 

of all those on assembly 

committees become the 

recommendations to the 

whole assembly. If they 

are approved, they guide 

the church in the years to 

come. 

The 221st General As-

sembly (2014) will be held 

on June 14 - 21 in Detroit, 

Michigan. 
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The next newsletter is  

June 18.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 

First Pressbyterian 

Responding to 

God’s love and grace, 

we worship with joy, 

nurture with faith, 

and serve others with love. 



Sixty years ago, the Presbyte-

rian Church in the U.S.A. held its 

166th General Assembly in De-

troit. The U.S. auto industry was 

booming, and the city had ac-

quired considerable wealth and 

size. At the same time, however, 

Detroit was experiencing an 

“inner-city problem.” Presbyte-

rian Life, in the May 15, 1954 is-

sue, wanted to educate its read-

ers and GA commissioners about 

these problems, even amidst the 

general glow of mid-1950s pros-

perity…. 

“Practically within the shadow 

of industrial smokestacks are 

neighborhood houses and inner-

city churches trying to rearrange 

their programs of activities to 

attract the new groups of factory 

workers who now live in the 

homes formerly occupied by 

church members. Miles away, in 

suburbs whose growth is hard to 

equal, is the bulk of Presbyterian 

congregations, including a few of 

the most well-to-do in the de-

nomination.” Presbyterian Life ... 

also told readers about relatively 

new congregations such as the 

Church of the Master, comprised 

mostly of industrial working fami-

lies. 

Many city congregations 

faced the question of whether or 

not to welcome African Ameri-

cans into their churches. Some 

congregations like St. Andrews 

Presbyterian Church “[were] 

making noteworthy progress in 

race relations,” despite some ini-

tial resistance and departures of 

white members. The community 

around St. Andrews had changed 

in the last decade. By 1954, of the 

many office workers who had 

moved in, 60 percent were Afri-

can American. The Rev. Malcolm 

Sylvester reported that St. An-

drews now had 30 black families 

in worship, but that his congrega-

tion still remained almost 90 per-

cent white. 

Leading up to the 1954 Gen-

eral Assembly, the Presbytery of 

Detroit had reiterated the PCUSA 

stand in favor of integrated 

churches and called on congrega-

tions in Detroit to minister to all 

persons in their communities. 

... Not only did the PCUSA 

support the U.S. Supreme Court’s 

recent Brown v. Board of Educa-

tion decision ruling school segre-

gation unconstitutional, but the 

assembly stood behind the com-

mittee’s call to sessions, minis-

ters, and church members to 

“make it their Christian concern 

to communicate the claim of 

Christ to every person within 

reach of their church….We call 

upon all Christians to work for, 

not wait for, a Church and a soci-

ety which rise above racial restric-

tions.” 

As Presbyterians gather in 

Detroit for the 221st General As-

sembly this June, they can reflect 

on the history of the past 60 

years and what it means for the 

Church, Detroit, and Americans 

in general. We may not yet be in 

a place where we can rise above 

racial restrictions and the eco-

nomic upheavals that have 

marked the nation’s cities. And 

yet, as COGA moderator Vince 

Thomas says in a video about 

Detroit: “People around the 

country, people of faith espe-

cially, are standing in solidarity 

with the people here in this time 

of greatest need. Fort Street 

Presbyterian Church in down-

town Detroit, the place where I 

grew up, just put a 100-year roof 

on this building. They’re not go-

ing anywhere. The Presbyterian 

Church isn’t going anywhere ei-

ther and if we have this sense 

that we’re in this together for the 

long haul then that will give us 

both a sense of hope and a sense 

of inspiration for the work that 

we are called to do when we get 

back home.” 
 

This article excerpted from information on 

the Presbyterian Historical Society website 

www.history.pcusa.org. 
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Young Adults 

Giving Service 
 

This summer the GIFT class is 

participating in a Summer of 

Service. Join us in the library 

as we serve our church and 

community. For more infor-

mation contact Leigh Schae-

fers or a member of the class. 
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Trinity Sunday is coming up 

soon! Did you know that the first 

time I preached at FPC was on 

Trinity Sunday? It was my test 

drive, if you will. I remember 

wondering how things would go, 

and thinking how ironic it was 

that my test drive was a sermon 

on doctrine—the only Sunday in 

the entire liturgical calendar that 

focuses on doctrine.  

In my mind I could hear my 

friends from divinity school 

laughing hysterically. For me, 

doctrine had never come easy. 

Our class on doctrine involved 

checking little boxes to affirm 

which belief was most prominent 

for us, and then classifying our-

selves as having particular theo-

logical leanings. 

None of my classmates had 

difficulty with this assignment 

and I sat in astonish-

ment as they read 

off their checklists. 

When it was my 

turn, I explained how 

difficult the assign-

ment had been for 

me and how I had 

checked several 

boxes for each category because 

there was not “one way” in which 

I experienced God, or in which I 

thought other people experi-

enced God. My classmate and 

friend joked that it was “just a 

box,” and it wasn’t that hard to 

get inside one. 

But for me, it was. For me, 

getting inside a box meant saying 

that other attributes about God, 

Jesus, and the Spirit were not as 

good, or as right, as the one I 

checked. My classmates and I 

laughed about how I take the 

boxes apart and lay them out 

flat so that the edges can touch 

one another and so there are 

no sides or top so that one can 

move fluidly from one box to 

another. 

Joking aside, though, this is 

what the doctrine of the Trinity 

is like for me. In it, there is room 

for everyone who believes or 

wants to believe. The Trinity 

represents relationship; relation-

ships involve give and take; they 

involve space and proximity; they 

involve knowing and being open 

to learning at the same time. 

I look forward to celebrating 

Trinity Sunday and to exploring 

those boxes with you again this 

year. 

Peace and Many Blessings, 

Rev. Katy 

awards to be given in 2014. I kept 

deleting the emails thinking I 

knew no one to nominate. Fi-

nally, one day in April, I got the 

email again and read it more 

carefully. The note said that they 

were looking for some "quiet he-

roes". Suddenly, it hit me. I had 

known a quiet hero here in this 

congregation. It was so obvious 

to me that Sanford Mitchell 

should be nominated for that 

award. The email made it clear 

that they would accept posthu-

mous honorees so I went to work 

on the nomination. It was so easy 

to write about Sanford. 

I told them that he was the 

Last fall I attended a luncheon 

given by the Presbyterian Com-

munities and Services Foundation 

to honor individuals who were 

given the "Each Moment Matters 

Award". I was there because 

some friends of mine were being 

honored and I wanted to support 

them. In addition, proceeds from 

the luncheon were to benefit 

Faith Presbyterian Hospice which 

is an organization close to my 

heart. I was very impressed with 

all of the awardees and what all 

they had accomplished. 

Several times this year, I re-

ceived an email asking if I would 

like to nominate someone for the 

most generous man I had ever 

known. Those of us who were 

privileged to call him a friend had 

to be careful about wishing for 

anything in front on him. It would 

magically appear within days.  

He gave to this congregation 

in so very many ways. For years, 

he had purchased all of the com-

munion wine and brought it to 

the sacristy. Many times he gave 

the money to pay for special mu-

sicians to accompany the choir on 

our concerts. And, of course, he 

helped with the purchase of our 

magnificent pipe organ. 

Sanford wasn't someone who 

(Continued on page 4) 
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What does it mean to eat as a 

Christian? For us, eating is a 

spiritual act because food is 

sacred. Both the Old and 

New Testaments are full of 

stories and teachings about 

food. The Eucharist is a key 

part of our faith, but it's 

more than a Sunday ritual. 

For early Christians, bread was 

broken at every meal. Eating was 

an expression of their faith. We 

modern Christians are called to  

re-establish right relationship 

with food. To be mindful of 

where our food comes from, who 

has been involved, and how its 

production and distribution ful-

fills God's vision of justice — or 

not.   

As Wendell Berry reminds us, 

"Eating is an agricultural act." The 

very first laws the Israelites were 

given after they escaped 

from slavery were related to 

food, agriculture and faith – 

to share food evenly, save 

some for those in need, and 

not to stockpile or concen-

trate the control of food into 

the hands of a few people. 

Our modern food system is in 

conflict with our faith.  

What can you do? Sugges-

tions from the PC(USA) website, 

choose Home> Mission and Min-

istry> Presbyterian Hunger Pro-

gram> Food and Faith 

• Create a community garden 

using the “Food Sovereignty 

for All Handbook” for guid-

ance. 

• Jumpstart your community 

garden with the “Garden Safe, 

Garden Well Guide.” 

• Read and share the “Food and 

Faith Practices: Learn, Live, 

Lead” handout. 

• Learn about current issues by 

following the “Food and Faith 

Blog.” 

• Sign up for the monthly “Food 

Justice” e-newsletters. 

• Study the “Just Eating? Prac-

ticing our Faith at the Table” 

curriculum. 

• Begin preparing for the “Food 

Week of Action.” This week in 

October includes World Food 

Day and celebrates efforts to 

end hunger, and to bring about 

food sovereignty.  

• Help end hunger by giving to 

the Global Food Crisis fund. 

He was the male 

role model for 

many children 

who had none. 

He had been 

going to that 

school for 17 

years and their 

loss was signifi-

cant. 

I had two 

days to get the 

nomination 

ready and in the 

mail since I had waited until the 

last week to see the light. I was 

notified recently that Sanford 

was easily chosen as one of the 

just wrote checks either. Instead 

of just giving money to the Net-

work, he carefully shopped the 

bargain tables at his local grocery 

store and all of the dollar stores 

(where he knew the managers 

personally) so that he could give 

even more to those in need.  

Perhaps most of all, the stu-

dents and staff at Aiken Elemen-

tary School were the benefactors 

of Sanford's generous giving of 

his time. Sanford went to Aiken 

every morning of the school year 

to have breakfast with the stu-

dents and tutor those who 

needed it. He went along as a 

sponsor for school camping trips.  

awardees for the lunch-

eon that will be held on 

October 31 of this year. 

His sister Sandra has 

assured me that she will 

be here to see him hon-

ored. I hope many of you 

will be able to join us for 

that special day as well. 

(More information to 

follow). When I sent San-

dra a copy of my nomi-

nation, she wrote back, 

"I am so proud to be his 

sister." I know how she feels. I am 

so proud to have been his friend. 

Food and Faith 

Each Moment       continued from page 3 
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and messages by Keynote 

Speaker, the Rev. Dr. Joan H. 

Watson.   

 We took advantage of most 

of the thirteen classes offered 

and each gave us hope, inspira-

tion, pause to con-

template, affirma-

tion, amusement 

and knowledge. 

Some choices were:  

Our Lives as Story; 

Days Too Dark to 

See Sacrament; 

Theology and Base-

ball; Rahab’s Rope-

Step for a Sacred 

Walk With Human 

Trafficking; Be Still Bead-Prayer; 

Dreams, a way to listen to God; 

Praying Our Moments; Hearing 

With Your Heart. 

Dr. Watson’s messages fo-

cused around symbols which rep-

resented Promise, Presence and 

Improvisation and their special 

attributes. She made us aware 

that each of us possesses such 

qualities and showed us, in her 

own engaging way, how we can 

and should make the best of the 

gifts we all have, “learning to be 

in the moment”, as Lea put it, 

and innovative, says Bettye.  

We learned that failure is nec-

essary and that Sacramental Liv-

ing is nothing more than living to 

the glory of God with all he has 

given us – friends, family, oppor-

tunity and promise. 

We discovered we have given 

in to our ages – no one went to 

the rapids, no one did Stand Up 

Paddle Boarding, no one went 

down the slide and no one Rap-

pelled off the Catwalk! But some 

of us are already signed up for 

next year’s conference – why not 

join us?! 

Have you ever heard the term 

“Sacramental Life”? Have you 

ever thought you might be living 

a one? We, Doris Carpenter, 

Paula Dardaganian, Mary Jo 

Grimes, Anne Healy, Frankie 

Markham, Vir-

ginia Maupin, 

Lea Perkins and 

Bettye Rice, 

hadn’t either 

until we at-

tended the Mo 

Ranch Women’s 

Conference. 

The Sacra-

mental Life – 

Living Your Sa-

cred Story was the theme. Led by 

an incredible team of women, the 

theme of one’s life story was clev-

erly woven into every opportunity 

available to us – study, interpre-

tation, education, worship, work-

shops, music, free-time activities 

 On May 30 

Reese Mathieu 

IV graduated 

from UT South-

western Medical 

School where he 

served as class 

co-president the 

last 4 years. On 

June 12 the young Dr. Mathieu 

will be starting a Pediatric Resi-

dency at Children’s Medical Cen-

ter in Dallas.  
 

Brionna Minde graduates in Au-

gust with Bachelors in Health 

Promotions summa cum laude 

from Texas 

A&M- Com-

merce. She will 

pursue a mas-

ter's in Physi-

cian's Assis-

tant. 
 

Leslie 

(Wadleigh) 

Ellingson graduated on 

May 13 from Arizona State 

University with a M.Ed in 

Early Childhood Education. 

She will teach first grade at 

Archway Classical Mesa in 

Mesa, Arizona. 

Mo Ranch Revisited 

College Graduates??? 
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John Wadleigh graduated on 

May 17 from Southern Meth-

odist University with a Bache-

lor of Science degree in Com-

puter Science. He will con-

tinue his graduate studies at 

SMU. 



Arts Alive Ministry would like you and your fam-

ily (children definitely included) to join us for an 

all church VISUAL ARTS EXHIBIT starting in late 

August and lasting through September. Begin 

now to decide which of your creative art works 

you will contribute to this event. More details 

coming soon. If you have questions contact 

Linda Yeager at linda@yeagernet.com.  
 

Praise God from whom all gifts and talents flow!  

Sunday Book Club 
We meet at 5 p.m. on 

June 8, in the church 

library, to discuss The 

Weed That Strings the 

Hangman’s Bag, by Alan 

Bradley. Call Ginger 

Anderson for more information. 

 

PW Book Discussion 
Still Alice by Lisa Genova is our 

selection for Monday, June 30. 

Although a novel, author Genova 

has portrayed a poignant view of 

Alzheimer's disease. We learn 

how Alice Howland, a successful 

psychology professor, and 

her family deal with her 

tragic diagnosis. We'll meet 

in the church library at 2 

p.m. and invite you to join 

us as we discuss this timely 

topic, led by Mary Emma 

Smith. Remember, we don't 

meet in July. For more informa-

tion contact Anne Healy.  

 

Young Adult Weekend  
Join other young adults ages 22  -  

39 for a weekend at Mo Ranch, 

September 19-21. Participate in 

thoughtful keynote presenta-

tions, meaningful worship, ample 

free time and wonderful fellow-

ship. This amazing weekend of-

fers a chance to reconnect with 

God and friends, relax at Mo, and 

recharge your spirits. For more 

information go to moranch.com 

and look for the “Young Adult 

Weekend” tab. 

 

Want to Connect with Young 
Adults in Grace Presbytery? 

Check out our Facebook group 

called “Grace Presbytery Young 

Adults.” 

 

2014 PW Bible Study  
All women of Grace Presbytery 

are invited to hear Dr. Shelly Mat-

thews, Brite Divinity New Testa-

ment scholar, in-

troduce the PW 

2014 Bible Study, 

“Reconciling Paul.” 

Mark your calen-

dars to attend on 

September 16, at 

10:30 a.m., at First Presbyterian 

Church in Fort Worth. 

as well as Dr Pepper product 

drinks. The cost is $20 per seat 

and you may also pre-purchase a 

parking pass for $5 ($10 at the 

gate). For tickets, call the church 

office or see the table in the Visi-

tation Area on Sundays begin-

ning June 15.   

If you missed the last outing to 

the RoughRiders game, you have 

another chance to enjoy Amer-

ica’s favorite pastime. Bill Yeager 

has organized another trip to 

RoughRiders’ Ballpark for Friday, 

July 18. There are 41 reserved 

tickets which include All-You-Can

-Eat Hot Dogs, Brats and Nachos 

Coming Attraction 

Events and Opportunities 

Take me out to the ball game—again! 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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♥ Tammy Holcomb 

♥ Bill Yeager 

At Home: 
♥ Anne Beecher 

♥ Maryellen Coldiron 

♥ Janice Fandrick 

♥ Bob Grimes 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Jean Vestyck 

♥ Eva Waldrop 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ The family and friends of 

Vicki Robinson who died on 

Friday, May 30. 

♥ The family and friends of 

Melody Kovarsky who died 

on May 22. Melody was a 

friend of Kathy Rice. 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Julie Clayton 

♥ Vic Gumma 

Upcoming Surgery: 
♥ Kazuko Blake 

♥ Bret Owens 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Marla Carter ( Ruby Nell Ormon’s 

daughter) 

♥ Margaret Gumma 

Sunday, June 15 

Monday, June 16 
☺ Stephanie Arnold 

☺ Colin Houpt 

☺ Ryan Morris  

Tuesday, June 17 

Wednesday, June 18 

Thursday, June 19 
☺ Jenny Snasel 

☺ Keith Wagner 

Friday, June 20 

Saturday, June 21 
☺ Lynn Nunley 

Sunday, June 22 
☺ Phil Schultz 

☺ Pauline Wicker 

☺ Sarah Wright 

☺ Sue Wysocki 

Monday, June 23 

Tuesday, June 24 

Wednesday, June 25 

Thursday, June 26 
☺ Maria Bernal 

☺ Bill fox 

☺ L.K. Jones 

Friday, June 27 

cial thanks to Rev. Bev and Rev. 

Katy who led a wonderful memo-

rial service for my mother and 

who helped me with many ques-

tions along the way while Pastor 

David was on study leave. 

Many thanks to you, 

Blake Olds 

 

New Addresses 
Susan Johnson and Affie Ekong 

have new addresses. Call the 

Congratulations! 
Richard and Barbara Chapman 

will celebrate their 60th wedding 

anniversary on June 8. 

 

Thank You 
Thank you, FPC Family, for all 

of the hugs, prayers and cards of 

condolence in response to my 

mother’s passing. I am so very 

blessed to be a part of such a lov-

ing and caring congregation. Spe-

church office, 972-235-2316, for 

details. 
 

Class of 2014 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Saturday, June 28 
☺ Barbara Carpenter 

☺ Cory Jones 

☺ Inga Suneson 

☺ Bob Tillinghast 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

              Communion 

 

2 
 

 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

3 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

4 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

5 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

6 
 

 

 

2:00  Vicki Robinson  

              Memorial 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

7 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

8 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Church Picnic 
 

Pentecost 
 

5:00  Book Club 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

11 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

12 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 
General Assembly 

Convenes 

Detroit 

15 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

Fathers’ Day 
 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

18 
8:00  Sometimers 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

19 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00  Wordsmything 

20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

21 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

 

General Assembly 

Ends 

June 2014 

Choir Trip 

Choir Trip 


