
What a wonderful week! 

64 children and 43 adult 

and teen volunteers were 

treated to fabulous food, 

super storytelling, crea-

tive crafts, and magnifi-

cent musical experiences! 

Our clinicians Linda 

Harley, Jay Mejernik, and 

Angela Johnson provided 

wonderful instruction to 

the elementary children, 

and Colleen Oates, Laura 

Houston, Dee Rivers along 

with Jay led the excite-

ment in the preschool pro-

gram. 

One family 

new to our 

church programs 

observed “how 

friendly everyone is; eve-

ryone is always smiling!” 

and from another “that his 

family felt so blessed to 

have found this place.” I 

also feel very blessed to 

be a part of a church 

whose members give so 

freely of their time, tal-

ents, and treasure to pro-

vide such meaningful ex-

periences for children. 

Thank you everyone!  

- Ginger Anderson 
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August 7.  
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is one week before. 
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Our VBS week was fantastic 

and the children were treated to 

an extraordinary week of music, 

Bible stories, crafts and great 

food! Ginger Anderson was the 

VBS leader and coordinator of 

the many adults it takes to make 

VBS the great success it was.  

Our VBS this year was not a 

“pre-packaged” curriculum that 

has become so popular with 

churches. We planned a unique 

week of creativity that Ginger 

and the staff developed just for 

FPC. The theme, “Signs, Wonders 

and Miracles,” explored five bibli-

cal truths that portray the sub-

stantive theology of Christian 

belief: Moses and the Red Sea, 

Noah and the Ark, Daniel in the 

Lion’s Den, Jesus 

feeding the five-

thousand, and the 

resurrection of 

Christ. Pastor 

David, arrayed in a 

different costume 

each night, shared 

these stories with 

the children in a way that really 

got them to think! 

VBS had a wonderful music 

emphasis and we were so fortu-

nate to have three inspiring clini-

cians working with the children 

all week. Linda Harley is an ele-

mentary choral specialist who 

just retired from 17 years as the 

assistant director of the Greater 

Dallas Children’s Chorus. She lov-

ingly worked with our elementary 

singers and really got each of 

them to sing beautifully. Jay Ma-

jernik is a free lance percussionist 

in the Dallas area and has per-

formed with all the orchestras in 

the area, including the 

Dallas, Irving, and 

Plano Symphony Or-

chestras. Jay taught 

the children several 

Latin American 

rhythms and had them 

playing on a variety of 

very interesting look-

ing percussion instruments. FPC 

member Colleen Klein Oates was 

the choir director for the pre-

school children and she had them 

singing and playing rhythm in-

struments in an ensemble which 

is a small miracle in itself! 

In addition to the Bible stories 

and all the music, Paula Darda-

ganian and Julia Haun led the 

craft team to work with the chil-

dren in creating 

beautiful stoles 

decorated with 

signs and symbols 

of our Christian 

faith to wear in 

worship. I hope 

you were able to 

see them up close 

during VBS Sunday. The children 

also made special stoles just for 

Pastor David and me. We will 

wear them often as they were 

created for ordinary time. 

And finally what would VBS at 

FPC be without great food? We 

had a marvelous kitchen crew led 

by Jan Warner and Nina Rupp 

who truly outdid themselves in 

preparing good wholesome 

meals each night for the children 

and the adult volunteers. The 

food was fantastic! 

My sincere thanks to Ginger 

and the many other volunteers 

who created such a wonderful 

week of Christian encounters 

for our children. In pre-K: 

Laura Houston, Colleen 

Oates, Dee Rivers, Val Rey-

nolds, Pidge Parrino, Jim 

Rivers, Lynne Kraus, Nancy 

Jo Freeman, Kristin Wange, 

Laura Warner, and Mike 

Haun. In elementary: Ernie 

Gotts, Amy Weeks, Dianne Long, 

Andrea Gray, Bill Latham, Ed 

Dardaganian, Susan Johnson, 

Suzy Axline, John Babb, Mike 

Haun, Bridgett Thompson. In the 

kitchen: Lindy Gotts, 

Dona Blodgett, Bill Warner, 

Laurie Wadleigh, Julie and Jacob 

Aultz. Support volunteers: John 

Anderson, Doug Anderson, 

Wayne Nelson, Jane Paschal, Vir-

ginia Maupin, Kira Reynolds, 

Gene Lormor, Lois Pearson, 

Shirley Latham, Margaret 

Rogers, Linda Yeager, Martha 

Mathieu, Anne Healy, Donna 

Whitmarsh, and Ruth Martin.  

And the length of that list 

should tell you something about 

how truly wonderful our congre-

gation is! The children were 

blessed in many ways and the 

volunteers received many bless-

ing in return. We are already talk-

ing about next year’s VBS and 

how we might top this year’s ver-

sion. It will be a challenge but 

knowing the caliber of people we 

have here at FPC, and with God’s 

help, I know we can do it! 

Grace and Peace, 

Ralph 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 
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Next Steps 

In June, the FPC 

Session made some 

very exciting deci-

sions that will be im-

plemented over the 

next couple of 

months. While some 

announcements will 

have to wait until just 

a little bit later (in an 

attempt to keep pres-

bytery involvement in good or-

der), I am able to share one very 

big piece of news.  

Beginning in September, First 

Presbyterian Church will have 

two worship services. The 10:30 

a.m. service that we enjoy cur-

rently will remain unchanged but 

we will be adding an early service 

to the Sunday line-up. This new 

worship service will begin at 8:00 

a.m. on Sunday mornings and will 

include communion every week. 

While we are still very 

much in the planning 

stage, we do know some 

particulars that will be of 

interest. This new service 

will utilize the intimacy 

and flexibility of the re-

cently updated chapel. 

While there will be very 

familiar components of 

the worship service, there 

will also be opportunities 

to explore other forms of music, 

preaching and prayer.  

Because this new service will 

regularly be around forty-five 

minutes long, there will most 

probably not be as many scrip-

ture readings. Also, this service 

will not have the full sanctuary 

choir but will often be graced by 

soloists, ensembles and guest 

musicians. We hope to engage a 

wide range of worship practices 

in this new service. 

You will be hearing more 

about this new service, as we ap-

proach September. There will be 

more surprises to celebrate as we 

prepare for its beginning. (Keep a 

good eye on the ePress for 

weekly announcements and 

news.) We hope that this new 

offering will complement the 

other worship opportunities that 

we already love at FPC. At the 

same time, we hope that this new 

service will engage a wider com-

munity and be inviting to the 

neighborhood. 

Please keep the Worship Min-

istry and those who are planning 

new things for the fall in your 

prayers. It is an exciting time to 

be at FPC! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor David  

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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Richardson  

Interfaith Alliance 

 Over the course of the past year, congrega-

tions and other houses of worship have 

been meeting on a monthly basis to share 

and learn more about the rich religious 

landscape that graces Richardson. This has 

been a good opportunity for leaders to 

meet one another and nurture the relation-

ships that benefit us all. At this point, all of 

the participant congregations are hoping to 

engage in continued an more widespread 

dialogue. If you would like to know more 

about interfaith activities in the Richardson 

area, or if you would be interested in at-

tending an Interfaith Alliance meeting, 

please contact Pastor David. 

Tools 4 School Supply List 
24 count Crayola crayons 

Black, blue, and red pens 

#2 pencils and mechanical pencils 

Wide-ruled notebook paper 

Wide-ruled spiral notebooks 

Glue sticks and Elmer’s glue 

Pink bevel erasers 

Thick WASHABLE markers 

Plastic pencil box and pencil pouch 

Children’s scissors (blunt & sharp point, 5” & 7”) 

12 count map pencils 7” 

3-ring binders (2” & 3” thick) 

Subject dividers 

Pocket folders 

Highlighters 

Index cards  

Ruler 

watercolors 



 

your generosity also made it pos-

sible to provide supplies to our 

neighborhood school, Terrace 

Elementary,  and to Good Shep-

herd Community Center and Pre-

school in Dallas. 

This year, NETWORK will of-

fer school sup-

plies to their cli-

ents who have 

school-aged chil-

dren. NETWORK 

estimates that they will need sup-

plies for more than 1000 children! 

There are several ways to 

help: participate in the school 

supply drive here at FPC, donate 

Summer has just gotten a 

good start with July 4th festivi-

ties, but it’s time to think about 

back to school. Robin Wilson of 

the Richardson Network of Com-

munity Ministries, has contacted 

the Mission Ministry with dates 

for the annual 

school supply drive. 

This year, the drive 

will last from Au-

gust 5 to August 30. 

Last year, NETWORK helped over 

1,000 RISD children begin school 

with all of the necessary supplies. 

Your donations went towards 

meeting NETWORK’s needs, and 

time to work at NETWORK and 

help organize or hand out sup-

plies, and/or make monetary do-

nations (checks should be made 

to FPC and NETWORK school 

supplies should be noted on the 

memo line.)  

Look for blue bins in the visi-

tation area and near the office 

wing entrance for your donations 

beginning the week of July 15. 

Lists of needed supplies will be on 

the display table in the narthex. 

Please consider prayerfully help-

ing out with the TOOLS 4 

SCHOOL drive. (see the list on 

page 3) 

VBS 2013 

NETWORK TOOLS 4 SCHOOL PROJECT 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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The Coffee Class recently dis-

cussed a DVD series called 

“Becoming the Good Samaritan.” 

This series challenged us to look 

at the problems in the world and 

in our community and then find 

some way to help. One of the 

challenges seemed to be tailor-

made for our class and for FPC—

using Fair Trade coffee. 

PCUSA through “Enough for 

Everyone,” a ministry of the Pres-

byterian Hunger Program, began 

The Coffee Project to ensure that 

more of the money we spend on 

coffee reaches the hardworking 

farmers who actually grow it. The 

Coffee Project buys coffee from 

Equal Exchange. Its organic fel-

lowship blend is fair trade, shade 

grown and gluten free. 

Fair trade practices comple-

ment PCUSA’s mission with 

farmers in Latin America, Africa, 

and Asia as well as our commit-

ment to stewardship of the natu-

ral environment. By using fair 

trade coffee we help guarantee 

that farmers will earn the income 

they need to feed their families, 

educate their children and im-

prove their communities. Fair 

trade is a simple solution that 

means the difference-quite liter-

ally- between sur-

viving and not sur-

viving for small-

scale coffee farm-

ers. By working 

together and pool-

ing their resources 

to form a coopera-

tive, farmers can sell their coffee 

directly to international buyers 

without relying on middlemen. 

They receive a fair price that not 

only covers their costs of produc-

tion but guarantees a fair wage 

for their labors. 

Fair trade far surpasses the 

temporary assistance provided to 

farmers through charity. Coop-

eratives use profits from fair 

trade coffee sales to establish 

community development or im-

provement programs such as 

schools, health clinics and train-

ing in areas such as leadership 

development. Fair trade farmers 

tend to use environmen-

tally friendly growing 

practices-such as or-

ganic farming, compost-

ing and interspersing 

coffee trees among 

other plants - all of 

which benefit the farm-

ers, the land and quality of the 

coffee. 

The Session has voted to use 

fair trade coffee church wide. The 

project will begin on August 11. 

Watch for more information on 

this new mission project in the 

next newsletter. 

Some skipping, some running, 

some with shy hesitancy move to 

the front on my right and I see 

them all! My eyes glance once 

more to gauge the rays of the sun 

streaming in from the windows 

up high. She sits exactly where I 

had hoped. She's not still— good! 

She looks to the left, then to the 

right, lifts her sweet head, looks 

down at her shoes and straight-

ens her dress. She's not unfo-

cused or disrespectful. I want her 

to be moving. Her small inatten-

tiveness and glancing around cre-

I go to a certain spot, close to 

the front. I look toward the ceil-

ing scanning quickly the rays of 

morning sunlight to hit the area 

of my expectations. I know I must 

sit patiently. My eagerness for 

this once a week delight cancels 

out some of the impatience I 

know is probably evident in my 

face and posture. With minor 

chastising self-talk and a short 

prayer, I compose myself and 

wait. I wait for the convening 

words, the standing, the sitting 

and then—then they will come! 

ates the exact picture I delight 

in—the sunlight dancing in the 

tangled halo of golden curls of 

this little angel. 

 

The author is a member of the 

new Wordsmything group which 

meets on the third Thursday of 

each month at  7 p.m. Contact 

Anne Healy if you would like to 

join this group or just want to 

know more about it. 

FPC to Use Fair Trade Coffee  

Sunlight                                            by Sylvia Carson 
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PW Book Discussion  
Summer is here and it's a good 

time to delve into good books 

and to think about joining the fun 

and stimulating Book Discussion 

Group! We don't meet in July (or 

December), so our 

next gathering is 

Monday, August 26, 

at 2 p.m., in the 

church library to 

discuss Richardson Reads One 

Book, The Book Thief. Author 

Markus Zusak, is the son of Ger-

man and Austrian parents who 

immigrated to Australia after 

World War II. His novel is about a 

young illiterate orphan girl raised 

by foster parents during the 

Holocaust. Her fascination with 

books comes from her learning to 

read and the tragic destroying of 

books by Hitler's Nazi regime. 

Mary Emma Smith will lead our 

discussion. 

 The author is will speak at 

First Methodist Church on Sep-

tember 19, and we hope to at-

tend as a group. There is no 

charge but tickets are necessary 

and will be available August 19 at 

10 a.m. at the Library's informa-

tion desk. In preparation, the 

Richardson Library is sponsor-

ing a series of free lectures on 

Tuesdays from 11:30 a.m. - 12:45 

p.m. given by Richard Cudlipp: 

July 23, Young Churchill; July 30, 

World War I and Beyond; August 

6, The 1930s and the Road to 

War; August 13, World War II. 

The Whip by Karen Kondazian 

is the book for September. Award 

Winner in the "Fiction: Historical" 

category of The 2012 USA Best 

Book Awards, The Whip is in-

spired by the true story of a 

woman, Charlotte "Charley" 

Parkhurst (1812 - 1879) who lived 

most of her life as a man and re-

nowned stagecoach driver for 

Wells Fargo. A leader for this dis-

cussion is needed! Questions 

about this group, contact Anne 

Healy.  

 

Sunday Book Club 
The Sunday Evening Book Club 

will meet on July 21 at 5 p.m. in 

the church library to discuss How 

We Do Harm, by Otis Webb Braw-

ley and David Goldberg. Join us! 

 

Shufflers 
The Shufflers will meet 

for casual bridge in the 

Commons Area on 

Wednesday, July 24 at 

12:45. If you’d like to 

play, contact Frankie Markham. 

Events and Opportunities 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Softball Sign-up 
 Anyone interested in playing 

softball should contact Pastor 

David or Dustin Troxell. Co-ed 

teams are forming soon and the 

sooner we know who would like 

to be on the team, the better. 

Church membership is not re-

quired. This is a great opportu-

nity to invite friends and family 

to play ball!  

August 2, 6 to 8 p.m.  
Pizza and Movie 

night (“The Lorax”) in 

the FPC fellowship 

hall: 271 N. Walton, 

Richardson 75081. 

RSVP to Bill Yeager 

at: bill@firstintheheart.com 

July 26 , 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.  
Swim and Pizza Party at the 

Schaefers’ home,   

28 Creekwood 

Cir., Richardson, 

75080. RSVP to 

Pastor David at: 

davids@firstintheheart.com 

Families with children are invited to participate in monthly gatherings 

for family fellowship and fun: 

Summer Fun for FPC Families  

The Mission Ministry thanks you ! 
Your very generous response to the recent call for support for Presby-

terian Communities and Services enabled FPC to send more than $700 

in support of the ministries of Grace Presbyterian Village, Presbyterian 

Village North, and Faith Presbyterian Hospice. 2013 donations ex-

ceeded that received in 2012. God bless you for your generosity. 

Watch for information on a service opportunity at Grace Presbyte-

rian Village on August 22. 
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At Home: 
♥ Cheryl Dowling 

♥ Janice Fandrick 

♥ Rachael Graham (Anne Healy’s 

cousin) 

♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Jan Harrison (Anne Healy’s 

friend) 

♥ Maggie Kaeser (Calligaro’s 

niece) 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Alice Oates 

♥ Jane Paschal 

♥ Laverne Wylie 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Gordon Bellah 

♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Guy Smith 

♥ Dick Stead 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Margie Semke 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, July 28 
☺ Kate Arnold 

☺ Deby Hill 

Monday, July 29 
☺ Joyce Anderson 

☺ Jane Paschal 

Tuesday, July 30 

Wednesday, July 31 
☺ Margaret Rogers 

Thursday, August 1 
☺ Tyler Clayton 

☺ Joan Stuckey 

Friday, August 2 
☺ Jim Reynolds 

Saturday, August 3 
☺ Stan Holcomb 

☺ Trent Owens 

Sunday, August 4 
☺ Bill Frank 

Monday, August 5 
☺ Jasmine Duhon 

Tuesday, August 6 

Wednesday, August 7 
☺ Nancy Jo Freeman 

Thursday, August 8 

Friday, August 9 
☺ Bev Hughes 

Saturday, August 10 
☺ Nicole Brownlee 

☺ Jim Rasley 

☺ Dorothy Zucco 

Sunday, August 11 

Monday, August 12 
☺ Judy Bozone 

☺ Scott Relyea 

Tuesday, August 13 
☺ David Reynolds 

☺ Kira Reynolds 

Wednesday, August 14 
☺ Kazuko Blake 

☺ Thien-Tam Van 

Address Change 
Connie Smith has a new email: 

Call the church office for details 

 

Thought for the week: 
Let us love for love’s sake, seeing 

VBS Yard Signs 
If you had a VBS yard sign, please 

return it to the church office so 

we can reuse the stakes next 

year.  Thanks! 

 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Thursday, August 15 
☺ Rich Elsea 

☺ Elaine Hosage 

☺ Colleen Oates 

Friday, August 16 
☺ Emily Jones 

☺ Wesley Martin 

Saturday, August 17 
☺ Inyang Ekong 

☺ Oscar Gonzalez 

Think  

Celebration Fund! 

each day as the chance to do a 

spontaneous, irrational, risky act 

of love in Christ’s name, whose 

love so amazing, so divine, de-

mands our souls, our lives, our all. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

14 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

17 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg 

 

 

18 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

7:00  Wordsmything 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Summer Cinema 

        “Life of Pi” 

 

20 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

21 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

 

 

 

5:00  Book Club 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

24 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg  

12:45 Shufflers 

25 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Summer Cinema 

 “Silver Linings Play-

book” 

27 
 

7:00  Holy Strollers 

28 
9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

31 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

 

1 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30   Pizza 

6:30  Summer Cinema 

         “The Lorax” 

3 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

July/August 2013 


