
Last Sunday, August 

18, First Friday (FF) volun-

teers distributed 51 back-

packs filled (sometimes 

overflowing) with school 

supplies to children whose 

families need a helping 

hand to begin the new 

school year. The value and 

reach of this project is 

hard to measure, but 

there is no doubt it 

touches families who 

would otherwise never 

know about our some-

what-hidden church. 

A delightful synergy of 

ingredients worked to-

gether for the success of 

this outreach, including: 

• countless hours of 

time and energy do-

nated year-round by 

FF volunteers 

• generous financial 

gifts from FF "angels" 

• the VBS mission pro-

ject to collect school 

supplies 

• $3 per child registra-

tion fees paid by FF 

families 

• relentless bargain 

sleuthing by the back-

pack shopping team! 

To experience first-

hand the JOY of FPC's 

impact in many young 

lives, be sure to attend 

worship August 25 for the 

"Blessing of the Back-

packs!" All of our stu-

dents, teachers, and ad-

ministrators are encour-

aged to bring your school 

bags to the worship ser-

vice. A special blessing 

and prayer will take place 

to get everyone ready for 

the new school year. 

Immediately after the 

worship service, on Au-

gust 25, we will make our 

way to the playground. 

The pastors will lead a 

short dedication service as 

we give thanks to God for 

all who have made the 

playground possible. Join 

us, as we pray for our 

community and the chil-

dren that play at FPC!  

Blessing of the Backpacks and 

Playground Dedication 

New Chapel Service Begins Sept. 1  

The new chapel service 

is just a couple of weeks 

away. For those who 

would like to celebrate 

communion on a weekly 

basis, or worship at an 

earlier time, this will be 

the perfect service for 

you! Because our chapel is 

so versatile, the seating 

arrangement will allow for 

new and interesting set-

tings. As we have been 

thinking about the new 

service, we have decided 

that each month will have 

a guiding theme. Septem-

ber’s theme will be 

“hospitality” and will in-

clude classical worship 

elements with a reformed 

flair! Please feel free to 

tell your friends and fam-

ily about this new offering 

at FPC. The chapel service 

will begin at 8:oo a.m. 

each Sunday and will be 

over in time for you to 

make it to Sunday School! 

Please keep this new en-

deavor in your prayers as 

we seek to provide more 

worship opportunities to 

our community of faith. 
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I want to thank you all for your 

many acts of love, kindness, and 

grace these past several days 

since the death of my Dad, John 

Stannard.  I am so fortunate to be 

part of such a wonderful, caring 

community of faith that has been 

at my side this entire time. Pas-

tors David and Katy have both 

been in constant touch with 

words of encouragement and 

comfort. I want to thank Pastor 

David and the session for allow-

ing me the time I needed to 

spend with my family in working 

out the many necessary service 

details.  

Dad was my biggest supporter 

and fan. He always dreamed of a 

career in music for himself and I 

always knew that he was living 

part of his dream through me 

each and every time I performed. 

Even at 97 he still attended my 

concerts, most recently the Plano 

Civic Chorus performance of the 

Brahms Requiem just last May. 

After the concert there he was, 

like he always was, holding court 

in the lobby, shaking hands and 

reminding everyone that the con-

ductor was his son.   

As expected, Dad’s memorial 

service was filled with glorious 

music and hearty hymn singing!  

Shirley Latham played the organ 

and, along with my 

cousin Don Powers on 

the piano, played the 

hymns with dignity 

and grace. Many of my 

family members read 

their favorite scrip-

tures and the prayers 

that day were noble 

and uplifting. Members of the 

Sanctuary Choir provided a feast 

for the entire family after the ser-

vice and I was so touched to be 

ministered to in such a gracious 

way. Thank you Shirley and choir 

for all you do for me. 

Now that I’m getting back 

into the rhythm of work I can’t 

believe that August will soon be 

over.  Our summer Sundays have 

been a blessing in many ways and 

I’m really looking forward to the 

Sanctuary Choir getting started. 

Music is an indelible part of my 

life and I’ll continue to honor my 

Dad with my best efforts. We 

have plenty of music and extra 

seats in the choir loft and I would 

love to have you come and join 

us. Being a member of the choir 

is not only about the music…it’s 

about finding a deeper spiritual 

connection to God and with each 

other.    

Obviously I’m the choir’s big-

gest cheerleader and I honestly 

realize that music may not 

have quite the same impact 

and meaning for you as it 

does for me. But I do know 

this…music affects us all on 

some level; there is simply no 

escaping it.  If you are seek-

ing a way to serve God and 

to serve this church then 

please consider membership in 

the choir. You do not have to be 

highly trained singer to partici-

pate in choir as you’ll learn the 

mechanics of singing in rehears-

als. You do not need to know how 

to read music as I and your fellow 

singers will help you. You do need 

to commit to Wednesday re-

hearsals and Sunday services. Do 

that and I’ll do everything possi-

ble to help make the music minis-

try of FPCR a seamless part of 

your spiritual life.  

On a final note…our children’s 

choir starts up on Wednesday 

evening, September 11. Please 

help me encourage any and all 

youngsters from kindergarten 

through elementary age to come 

and join us.  It’s a lot of fun plus 

it’s a wonderfully refreshing mid-

week break from school! 

Grace and Peace, 

Ralph 

heat was no match for the re-

freshing waters, our val-

iant volunteers, and the 

"popsicle pit stop" at Les-

lies Green's home when 

the children walked back 

On Friday, August 9, 52 chil-

dren and 30-some FPC 

volunteers gathered at 

Terrace Pool for swim-

ming, splashing, sunning, 

and snacking. The August 

to FPC to wind 

down the eve-

ning with movie 

time! 

  

  

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 

August Pool Party: A Splashing Success  
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Well, the calendar tells us that 

the summer is coming to an end. 

Children and young people are 

heading back to school and soon 

the weather might even begin turn-

ing cooler. It is amazing how quickly 

the summer has passed! I, for one, 

welcome the return to the normal 

routine of things. 

Over the summer, I took a class 

at Columbia Seminary… which 

means that I didn’t really ever do 

much “enjoyment” reading. My 

book list was longer than normal for 

this class and at times I found my-

self falling a little behind. At times, I 

asked Leigh to remind me why I am 

working on another degree in the 

first place. She skillfully reminded 

me that I have loved all of the other 

doctoral classes I have taken and 

that I love learning… so, if I was 

struggling in this particular class, 

that it was the exception. Anyway, 

as the final days of assignments 

ticked down, I fell into a mad rush 

to complete the things on my as-

signment list. Once my final project 

was turned in, I felt a huge sense of 

relief. It felt so good to just be done! 

There is nothing quite like being 

done with a class. There is always a 

sense of accomplishment and the 

assurance that you have learned at 

least one or two new things. 

Classes, especially classes that have 

a specific beginning and end date, 

help us to mark milestones in our 

lives. 

But that got me thinking about 

all of the classes we have around 

the Church, classes that have no 

firm end dates. We invite people to 

Sunday School classes and Bible 

studies that could conceivably go 

on for the rest of our lives. We pro-

mote classes that 

began before many 

of our members 

ever joined the 

Church, telling 

them to just hop on 

in at any time. 

It must be a lit-

tle daunting to those who are not 

currently attending a class, to con-

sider joining a new class. It is not 

like someone who comes to a 

Sunday School class will be able to 

slip in, like some do to Sunday 

worship… and then, slip out be-

fore anyone catches their name. 

Attending a Sunday School class, 

or a Bible Study, almost automati-

cally means that you will be no-

ticed. It is a commitment, and that 

can sometimes be scary, espe-

cially when our schedules are so 

fully packed already. It is hard to 

start a class (especially one that 

has no published end date) and 

commit to something new, espe-

cially if you are a little unsure if 

you are going to like it.  

Here is the part where I am 

supposed to tell you what the so-

lution to that problem is. Only, I 

don’t have a solution. It is a chal-

lenge that all churches face: “How 

will we educate our members so 

that they will be Biblically literate, 

knowledgeable about what we 

value as a congregation, and capa-

ble of sharing the love of Jesus 

Christ with others (in a way that 

feels good and brings joy)?”  

While I don’t have specific an-

swers to how we improve our 

Christian education ministry, I do 

have some pastoral insights. Here 

they are: (1) Everything is a part of 

your education. Worship, mission, 

music, reading, your prayer life, 

the friends you keep… it is all a 

part of the curriculum. That can 

sometimes be a blessing in dis-

guise. (2) There is help avail-

able. Maybe Sunday School 

isn’t going to be the thing for 

you, but you still want some 

ways to learn new stuff. Fortu-

nately, we have access to all types 

of online resources and books that 

can help you learn more about 

what it means to be Christian, Pres-

byterian, or simply supplement 

what you already know. Some-

times, I find that people are often 

surprised about how much they 

have actually absorbed over the 

years. (3) When all else fails, listen 

to someone else read the Bible. It 

can be a recording or in real life. It 

can be a few verses or whole chap-

ters. We make better sense of 

God’s word when we hear it spoken 

in voices other than our own. That 

is one of the reasons that liturgists 

are so important in our worship 

services. It is essential that we hear 

the good news spoken by the body 

of Christ (the church). 

So, as we head into this new 

school year, I do hope that you will 

find a way to think a little about 

your Christian education, or your 

families’ Christian education. Re-

member, it’s infinitely larger than a 

class; Christian education takes a 

whole life. We, of course, hope to 

see you do well in that endeavor. I 

promise, a class or two would not 

hurt you, and may even give you 

new tools for applying the good 

news to your daily life. I invite you 

to give it a try! 

 Grace and Peace! 

 David 

It’s Back to School Time! By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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El, and the Plano Civic Chorus. 
 

Laura Houston and Debbie Row-

ley for continuing to teach ele-

mentary Sunday School. 
 

Becky Lormor for her service to 

the FPC Children’s Committee. 
 

The volunteers who gave of their 

time and talents during Opportu-

nity Sunday. 
 

The Sometimers for their ongo-

ing care of the FPC facilities. 

The Session commends: 
 

The Caring Ministry for the recent 

work done to update the Church 

rolls. 
 

Ralph Stannard for his ongoing 

service to FPC, Temple Emanu-

Julie Houpt 

joined FPC by 

letter of trans-

fer, coming 

from Broadway 

Presbyterian 

Church in New 

York, New 

York. She is an 

ordained ruling elder and found 

us on the internet. 

 

Pauline Mah 

joined by 

reaffirma-

tion of faith. 

Most re-

cently she 

came from 

New York 

but she is 

originally from Cameroon and 

found us through Lilian Agwe. 

 

Sue 

Pochyla 

joined by  

letter of 

transfer, 

coming 

from First 

Presbyte-

rian Dallas. 

Sue is an ordained ruling elder 

and found us through Jan Minter. 

Contact information for our 

new members is available from 

the office. Welcome Julie, Pauline 

and Sue! 

Important! 

Child Protection Policy 

Training 
  

All volunteers who work with 

children and youth are required 

to attend a Child Protection 

Training at FPC each year.  

If you currently volunteer for 

Sunday School, VBS, First Friday, 

in the nursery, or a work with 

children in any other capacity (or 

think that you might want to), 

you should plan to join us for a 

brief training, immediately after 

worship, on September 8, in Fel-

lowship Hall. The training will 

last approximately 30 minutes.  

Please do your part to help 

protect our children and youth 

by participating in this important 

training. 
  

studying for a degree in religious 

studies.   

Awards were given to:  Nicole 

Brownlee, Zach Brownlee, Caro-

lyn Fox, Susannah Fox, Kayla 

Owens & Lillian Agwe.  Our con-

gratulations to these students 

and hope these small awards will 

be of some help to you.  As you 

might recall, the amount of the 

The Permanent Funds com-

mittee met on August 13th and 

awarded scholarships.  There 

were a total of six applicants and 

each one received an award to 

help them continue their educa-

tion.  Scholarships are awarded 

on the basis of their transcript, 

their personal needs and some 

preference is given if they are 

awards comes from the interest 

earned from the JW Campbell 

scholarship gift.  The interest 

amount has declined the last few 

years and the Permanent Funds 

committee is awarding scholar-

ships only once each year.  We 

certainly hope we will be able to 

award more funds in the future as 

interest rates increase. 

Session Commendations for August 

New Members 

Scholarships Awarded 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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for December 24th. Please 

prayerfully consider participating

-share an earlier meaningful ex-

perience or a devotional based on 

a hymn or scripture. They can be 

written as a family with children 

drawing the illustrations. The due 

date is October 20th, and can be 

emailed to me or I will take a hard 

copy. (If you have Microsoft 

Word, that cuts out a step for me 

if you use that format.) Mary Jo 

Grimes and I will be recruiting 

writers, and Charles Duhon will 

be putting it together. Can't wait 

for your devotionals and see 

where God leads us this year! 

 Bettye Rice  

 Arts Alive Ministry Chair 

Arts Alive Ministry is planning 

toward our Advent Booklet 2013!! 

Advent may be months away, 

but it's on our minds, and we're 

looking for people to write the 

devotionals. For me personally, I 

look forward to reading each en-

try. We will need 25 for this sea-

son with Pastor David writing the 

introduction and the devotional 

FPC's Ruth Greer Handbell 

Choir (RGHC) is composed of a 

terrific and talented group of mu-

sicians who enjoy the art of creat-

ing beautiful music through 

handbells, to glorify God! Current 

members range from "20-

somethings" through "retirees," 

and anyone junior-high age and 

above with music-reading experi-

ence (such as band, orchestra, 

choir, piano) is cordially invited to 

join "the team." (In England -- the 

home of English Handbells -- 

groups of handbell ringers are 

literally called "teams," not 

choirs.) 

 Weekly RGHC rehearsals will 

resume on Wednesday, Septem-

ber 11, from 5:45 to 7:15 PM, in 

the bell rehearsal room (yellow 

door in the first floor of CE build-

ing). RGHC typically rings in wor-

ship about one Sunday per 

month. For more information or 

to reserve your spot for ringing, 

contact Becky Lormor.  

trips. After more than 

12 years in television 

production, I decided 

my call was vocational; 

that God was calling 

me to be a pastor. Ac-

cepting a call to fulltime ministry 

included selling the house and 

moving my husband and our two 

dogs to Austin so I could attend 

Austin Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary. Now I’m in the midst 

of my second year, and thankful 

for the support of my home con-

gregation and the Presbyterian 

Church as a whole.” 

  

On September 15, 

FPC will celebrate Theo-

logical Education Sun-

day by welcoming semi-

nary student, Michele 

Goff, to share a Minute 

for Mission and preach at both 

services! 

 Michele writes “I joined John 

Knox Presbyterian Church in 

Tulsa, Oklahoma, more than 9 

years ago with my husband Larry. 

I quickly became involved in a 

variety of church activities, my 

favorites included teaching Bible 

study to the Kindergarten chil-

dren and going on annual mission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Choir Resumes 

Weds., September 11  

at 5:30 pm 

Advent Booklet 

Handbell Choir Invitation  

Theological Education Sunday  
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PW Book Discussion Group 
Monday, August 26th, we'll dis-

cuss The Book Thief by Markus 

Zusak, with Mary Emma Smith 

leading.  The choice of RIchard-

son Reads One Book, Zusak's 

book is a very different type of 

novel but one that is very inter-

esting and informative. We invite 

all who love to read, discuss plots 

and characters to join us in the 

church library at 2:00 p.m. Future 

books, available in paperback, 

include Me Before You by JoJo 

Moyes and The Whip by Karen 

Kondazian.  Questions - contact 

Anne Healy. 

 

Shufflers 
The Shufflers meet for casual 

bridge at 12:45 p.m. on Wednes-

day, August 28, in the Commons. 

Call Frankie Markham to reserve 

a seat. 

 
PW Circles 

The Wednesday Morning Circle 

Our future looks bright for the 

upcoming year - we have a new 

study, at least one new member, 

lots of "old" members and a great 

leader in Lea Perkins.  If you 

haven't been part of this devoted 

group of sisters in faith we invite 

you to join us Wed., Sept. 4th, at 

9:30 a.m., in the Fellowship 

Hall.   Nina Rupp and Judy Stubbs 

will be our hostesses for refresh-

ments, Susan Johnson will offer 

the devotion, Betty Rice will lead 

discussion of our new study, The 

Women of Faith Study Guide Se-

ries TRUST.  The first lesson is 

"Noah's Big Boat  Adventure”.   

Lea has lined up some special 

people to lead us in future lessons 

so we hope you'll want to be part 

of this fun group of women.  We 

meet the first Wednesday of each 

month, Sept. thru May, and enjoy 

a luncheon at the  December and 

May meetings.  

 

The Thursday Evening Circle 

Please join our women's evening 

circle Thursday, September 5th at 

7:00 p.m. in the church library, as 

we resume our first Thursday 

meetings for spiritual study and 

fellowship. Our study resource is 

Evolving in Monkeytown, by Ra-

chel Held Evans. A second study 

resource will be determined at 

this meeting. Ginger (Bob) 

Anderson will present the Intro-

duction to the book and Frankie 

Markham is our hostess. The pa-

perback version of the book is 

$12.68 (new) at Amazon.com and 

$14.99 at Barnes & Noble and 

Family Christian Store. It is not 

necessary to bring the book to 

the first meeting. All women are 

invited to join us. For additional 

information, contact Ginger 

(Bob) Anderson.  

Once again, the Fair will pro-

vide free immunizations required 

for RISD children. Also the Fair 

will host many other participants 

and activities. Questions, please 

call us at 972-235-2000.  

 

St. Barnabas Presbyterian 

Church, 1220 West Belt Line 

Road, in partnership with Care 

Van, Richardson ISD nurses, and 

other health care agencies, will 

hold its 8th annual back-to-

school Health Fair on Saturday, 

August 24, 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

 

Save the Date! 

 

 On October 12, we will have 

an all-church workday. Make 

plans to come help get the 

church buildings and grounds 

ready for the busiest time of the 

year. We will also be placing the 

new hymnals throughout the 

building. Look for more informa-

tion in upcoming newsletters 

and Sunday bulletins. 

Events and Opportunities 

Health Fair August 24 

Fi rst  Pressbyteri an  
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Senior Adult Retreat: Spiritual 

Renewal Through the Arts,  

Gilmont Conference Center,  

October 20-23  
 

What fun! Senior Adult Retreat 

at Gilmont is back! The event 

will offer four tracts over three 

days: Stained Glass (instructor 

Rev. Betsy Lockhart); Acrylic 

Painting (instructor Linda 

Davidson); Woodworking and 

Carving (instructors Tom 

Ainsley and David Skinner); and 

free-lance photography too!  

For more information and to 

register go to campgilmont.org 

and look under the Programs 

tab for Renewal Through Art. 
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At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  
♥ Penny Colbaugh 

♥ Jinni Degenhart (Anne Healy’s 

friend) 

♥ David Fletcher 

♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Reed Jordan (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri parent) 

♥ Laverne Wylie 

Our Sympathy and Prayers to: 
♥ Ralph Stannard and family 

on the death of his father, 

John Stannard on 8/7 

♥ Family of Sophie Martin who 

died 8/13 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families. 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Gordon Bellah 

♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Nell Olds 

♥ Dick Stead 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Margie Semke 

♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Susan Bellah Starling 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, September 1 
☺ John Bealle 

☺ David Fletcher 

☺ Nicholas Hosage 

Monday, September 2 
☺ Edward Carson 

☺ Wanda Hamilton 

☺ Li-Yu Lee 

Tuesday, September 3 
☺ Dee Rivers 

Wednesday, September 4 

Thursday, September 5 
☺ Robert Dyo 

Friday, September 6 
☺ Lisa Mack 

☺ Val Reynolds 

Saturday, September 7 

Sunday, September 8 

Monday, September 9 
☺ Julie Anderson 

Tuesday, September 10 
☺ Kerry Aultz 

Wednesday, September 11 
☺ Jan Minter 

Thank You 
A big thank you to the church for 

the prayers and cards during my 

shoulder surgery. A lot of you 

have given me rides to church, 

doctor appointments and physi-

cal therapy. I am very apprecia-

tive. I love the church and all that 

it does for every member. God 

bless you all. 

  Jane Paschal 

 

 New Contact info 
Susan Johnson and Ruby Nell 

Ormon have new email ad-

dresses. Contact the church of-

fice for them. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 
Reese Mathieu IV and Alli McCoy 

were married August 3 at Perkins 

Chapel at SMU with the Rev. Bev 

Hughes officiating. Congratula-

tions Reese and Alli! 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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Thursday, September 12 

Friday, September 13 
☺ Kelli Geyer 

Saturday, September 14 
☺ Angela Kao 

☺ Galilee Lormor 

☺ Lisa Wraith 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

25 
9:00  Sunday School 

          Inquirer’s class 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

          Backpack/

Playground blessing 

26 
 

 

2:00  PW Book Disc 

 

 

 

27 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

28 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg 

12:45 Shufflers 

 

 

 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

29 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 
 

1 
8:00  Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/ 

             Communion 

12:00  Reception for 

Rev. Bev Hughes 

2 
 

 

 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 
 

 

3 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

4 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

9:30  PW Circle 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

 

 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

5 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

7:00  PW Circle 

 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

7 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

8 
8:00  Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Child Protec-

tion Training 

12:00  Worship Min 

 

 

9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

11 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Wonderful Wed 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

12 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

13 
 

 

Presbytery Meeting 

at Trinity PC  

McKinney 

 

 

 

14 
 

August/September 2013 


