
World Communion 

Sunday–celebrated the 

first Sunday in October–is 

one of the most venerable 

of “special Sundays.”  The 

day has taken on new 

relevancy and depth of 

meaning in a world where 

globalization often has 

undermined peace and 

justice–and in a time 

when fear divides the peo-

ples of God’s earth. On 

this day we celebrate our 

oneness in Christ, the 

Prince of Peace, in the 

midst of the world we are 

called to serve–a world 

ever more in need of 

peacemaking. 

World Communion 

Sunday (originally called 

World Wide Communion 

Sunday) originated in the 

Presbyterian Church 

(USA). In 1936, for the first 

time, the first Sunday in 

October was celebrated in 

Presbyterian churches in 

the United States and 

overseas. 

From the 

begin-

ning, it 

was 

planned 

so that 

other 

denomi-

nations 

could 

make 

use of it 

and, after a few years, the 

idea spread beyond the 

Presbyterian Church.  

First Presbyterian 

Church of Richardson is 

pleased to welcome the 

Rev. Dr. Theodore J. 

Wardlaw to the pulpit on 

Sunday, October 6 as we 

celebrate World Com-

munion Sunday. World 

Communion Sunday pro-

motes Christian unity and 

ecumenical cooperation 

across denominations. 

Our guest preacher for 

World Communion Sun-

day became the ninth 

president of Austin 

Presbyterian Theo-

logical Seminary in 

2002, after serving as 

pastor of Atlanta’s 

Central Presbyterian 

Church, a historic 

downtown congrega-

tion directly across the 

street from the Geor-

gia Capitol. Recently, 

he led Austin Semi-

nary through the conclu-

sion of its $25 million cen-

tennial campaign, the 

largest in the Seminary’s 

history. 

In addition to serving 

Central Presbyterian 

Church in Atlanta for 

twelve years, he has also 

served congregations in 

Tennessee, Texas, and 

New York.  Wardlaw re-

ceived his Bachelor of Arts 

degree from Presbyterian 

College in Clinton, South 

Carolina, his divinity de-
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The next newsletter is  

October 2.  

The deadline for articles 

is one week before. 
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Responding to God’s love and grace, we worship with joy, 

           nurture with faith, and serve others with love. 



It always feels like a home-

coming of sorts when the Sanctu-

ary Choir comes back from their 

summer break and returns to our 

worship services. They began 

rehearsing back in August and 

they learned during that first re-

hearsal just how far I’ve stuck 

their necks out this fall. They will 

be a very busy group of people 

but they will be doing what they 

enjoy best - singing!  

In addition to preparing 

weekly offertories the choir will, 

on most Sundays, prepare an an-

them as well.  This is not a brand 

new trend or idea in reformed 

worship but it is one that has not 

been realized as much here at 

FPCR. Many church choirs simply 

do not have the choral resources 

to take on such an additional re-

sponsibility but we are truly 

blessed to have a dedicated choir 

that loves to sing with purpose 

and intention. The choir singers 

and I have worked very hard over 

the last several years to develop a 

sound that both complements 

and endears them to our worship 

service.  Several new singers have 

recently joined the choir and I 

feel that the choir is 

truly coming into its 

own. FPCR deserves a 

top notch choral pro-

gram and my goal is to 

make that a reality. 

Along with an-

thems and offertories, 

the choir is rehearsing 

additional music for the third 

Church Music Institute Festival of 

Music to be held at the Meyerson 

Symphony Center on Sunday 

evening, November 3rd.  The 

Church Music Institute (CMI) was 

founded several years ago in Dal-

las by Charlotte Kroeker, a gifted 

pianist and noted author on 

church music with graduate de-

grees from Notre Dame. This 

year’s Festival will be conducted 

by the imminent Paul Leddington 

Wright, conductor emeritus of 

Coventry Cathedral in England.  

The Festival brings together nu-

merous church choirs from across 

the north Texas area. So far some 

500 singers have committed to 

sing.  You will not want to miss 

this unique musical event as 

Maestro Wright leads this mass 

of singers, a stellar brass group 

and the magnificent Meyer-

son Symphony Center Pipe 

Organ. This is a ticketed 

event with nominal pricing 

and tickets will be available 

soon from our church office.   

On December 15th at 4pm 

the Sanctuary Choir will pre-

sent a delightful Christmas 

Concert that will feature the Glo-

ria by Antonio Vivaldi accompa-

nied by Ron Neal and the Dallas 

Chamber Orchestra. The concert 

is a part of our Sanctuary Music 

Series and will be followed by a 

terrific catered dinner in Fellow-

ship Hall. Please note the new 

start time for this concert -4pm.  

You won’t have any worries 

about driving after dark! I hope 

you will make plans to come and 

enjoy this wonderful afternoon of 

music. 

Grace and Peace, 

Ralph   

for the costumed kids in our 

community. Donate candy and 

baked goods — or just show up, 

help out and have a scary good 

time. For more information or 

to volunteer, contact  Kelli 

Geyer  or Nancy Jo Freeman. 

  

  

It’s time again for Trunk or 

Treat. Volunteer your time, your 

treats and even the trunk of your 

car on Sunday, October 27th 

from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. Sign up at 

the volunteer table in the visita-

tion area to reserve your parking 

space, and then decorate your car 

The Music Box      By Ralph Stannard 

Trunk or Treat 
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What’s Old is New! 

As summer comes to an end, 

we are finally getting back into 

our normal routines. Children 

have returned to school and our 

weekends are again punctuated 

with football games and shorter 

excursions. While the thermome-

ter hasn’t fully come to terms 

with the changing season, the 

calendar is fully prepared to usher 

in autumn this coming weekend, 

like it or not! 

In the life of the church, there 

are subtle changes at work too. 

We have begun our Sunday 

Chapel service, which is off to a 

good start. So far, the feedback 

we have received about the 8:00 

a.m. worship is overwhelmingly 

positive. From my standpoint, it 

has been a good solid service and 

we are excited about using the 

chapel space in this intentional 

way. The theme for September 

chapel services has been 

“hospitality” and the theme for 

October will be “Celebration”. 

Come and try it out, if you get the 

chance! 

Of course, the chapel service 

is not the only place we are see-

ing changes. We have new parish 

associates (and all the excitement 

that goes along with the addition 

of church staff) and new 

“@fpcrichardson.org” email ad-

dresses to better reflect the name 

of the new website. In just a cou-

ple of weeks there will be some 

big new changes to our 10:30 

worship service as well. Those will 

be most notable in the adoption 

of the new Presbyterian hymnal 

entitled “Glory to God”. By all 

accounts, this new 

hymnal promises to 

nurture our worship 

and theology for 

many years to 

come. I think you 

will be pleasantly 

surprised by all the 

hymns that will be included in 

this new resource. We plan to 

place the new hymnals in the 

pews on October 12. I hope that 

you will make plans to help us on 

that all-church workday. There 

will be activities throughout the 

building, for all ages and abilities. 

On October 13, we will dedicate 

the new hymnals and retire the 

old. 

Of all our recent changes, 

there is one topic that I would like 

to clarify. With the addition of 

Rev. Katy and Rev. Bev to the 

FPC staff, I have been asked sev-

eral times, “Does this mean that 

we won’t be using liturgists any 

longer?” The short answer to that 

question is: No! Even though we 

have additional staff to help lead 

worship, the liturgist is an impor-

tant role in the life of the church. 

The word “liturgy” refers to the 

work of the people. The use of a 

liturgist is a Christian tradition 

that goes back to the early 

church. One of the most impor-

tant aspects of using various litur-

gists throughout the church year 

is that through their service, we 

become more comfortable hear-

ing various voices. That is an im-

portant part of being church; lis-

tening to the good news as it 

comes to us from our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. To relegate 

all the parts of the service to a 

couple of ordained people 

would be like having the same 

meal served each time we sat 

down to eat. We will defi-

nitely be keeping our litur-

gists, and recruiting more! 

In fact, I would like to invite 

you to consider becoming a litur-

gist. The Worship Ministry is al-

ways looking for individuals to 

volunteer for this important role. 

It really doesn’t take a lot of 

preparation and it can be a lot of 

fun to see what worship looks like 

from a new perspective. If you 

think that you might like to be a 

liturgist, please let me know. I 

plan to have a training session at 

5:30 on October 2, to walk you 

through everything you need to 

know. (You can expect a training 

session for new liturgists to fol-

low every three months or so.) 

This is one way that you may 

serve your congregation and be a 

good steward of the gifts that 

God has given to you; by lending 

your voice in leading worship. 

I look forward to all that that 

autumn will bring. As the days 

eventually cool down, we can 

expect the ministry opportunities 

at FPC to increase, especially as 

we head into Advent and Christ-

mas. It is a fun time to be a part 

of the FPC family! 
 

  Blessings, 

  Pastor David 

Pastor’s Page                   By the Rev. David Schaefers 
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tember 6. It was a  great way to 

help equip the record 79 children 

in attendance for the start of a 

safe and successful school year. 

Thanks to all the FPC volunteers 

who made it possible! 

What a privilege to have Offi-

cer Tommy Davis of the Richard-

son Police Department visit with 

ALL ages at First Friday on Sep-

Health Series 2013 

Aging: Challenges, Changes, 

and Opportunities 

 

Richland College is offering a 

seven week course on Aging this 

fall on Thursdays, October 3—

November 14, 11:30-1:00. Topics 

to be covered include: Palliative 

Care, Alzheimer’s, Hospice, Exer-

cise and Aging, Navigating Senior 

Care, Legal Directives, and Medi-

cal Directives. A flyer with more 

details is posted on the bulletin 

board in the office area. Since it is 

over the lunch hour, brown bag 

lunches may be brought to the 

lectures. The course number is 

854045 and the cost is $24. To 

register call 972-238-6147 or 972-

238-6145. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September First Friday—Be Prepared! 

Richland College Emeritus Program on Aging 
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If you’ve wondered what the 

Wordsmything group does, the 

following is a Wordsmything ex-

ercise instruction set and one 

person’s answer.  

 

INSTRUCTIONS:  

Let’s try a semi-technical report 

of 200 to 300 words long (one or 

two moderate paragraphs). 

Choose one (1) of the subjects 

below that makes sense for you. 

Describe characteristics of  

the selected “technology” and 

describe how it helps you and/or 

causes you problems.      

1. My Laptop Computer  

2. My Desktop Computer  

3. My Intelligent Cell Phone  

4. My Land line Phone  

5. My Automobile  

6. My Truck  

7. My Television and Cable or 

Disk System  

8. My Hearing Aid.  

 

ONE PERSON’S ANSWER  

            My Computer         

Some of the reasons that I love 

my computers are discussed 

below. It is easy to write 

down my thoughts and im-

portant information and file 

them in easy-to-access 

form in the file system I de-

signed. The computer helps me 

with my bad spelling and some 

minor points of grammar. Also, I 

type faster than I can write and 

correcting any mistakes is much 

easier than on an old style type-

writer. My conversion to the won-

derful world of digital photogra-

phy was greatly facilitated by the 

current line of computers with 

large memories and photo ma-

nipulation software. The current 

processes may not always pro-

duce the best photographs, but 

they greatly save money, paper, 

time, and effort, and have greatly 

reduced environmental pollution.  

Some of the reasons that I hate 

computers in general will be dis-

cussed next. Computers have 

become much harder to use than 

in the past, because computer 

companies insist on adding ques-

tionable improvements 

to force users to by new 

computers, both hard-

ware and software. 

“Helpful” additions to 

the word processing pro-

grams have made them more 

difficult to control by trying to 

force everybody to follow special 

rules established by the software. 

Users are forced to change the 

way they do things by new soft-

ware, which causes people to be 

constantly retraining rather than 

accomplishing important produc-

tive work. The status of new 

“helpful” file systems is similar, 

because it fixes categories and 

cross categories rather than al-

lowing the user to establish a 

meaningful main tree with a user 

define cross reference indexes. 

This will all get worse with more 

frequent need for the user to 

change, as more things are 

moved to the cloud concept, 

which is unnecessary for individ-

ual users.    

 

Choir, and the Board of Visitors of 

Johnson C. Smith Theological 

Seminary, as a member of the 

Board of Trus-

tees of Union 

Theological 

Seminary, as an 

adjunct profes-

sor of homiletics 

at both Colum-

bia Theological 

Seminary in Decatur and Vir-

gree from Union Theological 

Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, 

and his Master of Sacred Theol-

ogy (American church his-

tory) from Yale University 

Divinity School. In the spring 

of 2007 he was awarded the 

honorary Doctor of Humane 

Letters degree by his alma 

mater, Presbyterian College. 

He has served as a board 

member of the Atlanta Boy 

ginia’s Union Theological Semi-

nary, and in a variety of presby-

tery and denominational roles. 

He has contributed numerous 

articles to such periodicals as The 

Christian Century, The Presbyte-

rian Outlook, Journal for Preach-

ers, Journal of Reformed Liturgy 

and Music, and Call to Worship. 

President Wardlaw is married 

to Dr. Kay Bryant, a clinical psy-

chologist, and they have two 

daughters. 

Wordsmything 

World Communion                         continued from pg. 1 
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Shufflers 
The Shufflers meet for casual 

bridge at 12:45 p.m. on Wednes-

day, September 25, in the Com-

mons. Call Frankie Markham  to 

reserve a seat. 

  
PW Book Discussion Group 

On Monday, Sept. 30th, we'll 

meet at 2:00 p.m., in the church 

library for discussion of JoJo Mo-

yes' novel Me Before You, led by 

Barbara Rice.   A New York TImes 

Bestseller, the story presents re-

lationships in a unique way, offer-

ing much introspection on the 

part of the reader.  Our selection 

for Oct. is The Whip by Karen 

Kondazian.  All our choices are 

available in paperback and we 

always enjoy lively discussions - 

come join us!  Questions - contact 

Anne Healy.  

 

PW Circles 
Wednesday Morning Circle 

Rev Bev will facilitate our Octo-

ber Women of Faith Study on 

Trust, lesson 2, "Isaac's Unforget-

table Love Story".  All women of 

the church are invited to join us 

Wed., Oct. 2nd, at 9:30 a.m., in 

Fellowship Hall for light refresh-

ments served by Bettye Rice and 

Suzanne Katz.  Moderator Lea 

Perkins will begin the meeting at 

10:00 a.m. and the lesson will 

follow.  Questions - contact Lea 

or Anne Healy. 
 

P. W. Evening Circle  
Please join our women's evening 

circle Thursday, October 3rd, in 

the church library, as we discuss 

Chapters 1 and 2 of the book, 

Evolving in Monkeytown, by Ra-

chel Held Evans. We will use this 

book as our only study during the 

fall/spring seasons. Becky Lormor 

will present the lesson and Ginger 

(Bob) Anderson is our hostess. 

Our meeting begins at 7:00 p.m. 

with refreshments and visiting, 

followed by our lesson discussion, 

and ends at 9:00 p.m. after circle 

business and prayer requests.  

All women are invited to join us. 

For additional information, con-

tact Ginger (Bob) Anderson.  

disposable diapers, infant vita-

mins, wipes) and/or food items 

for individuals on special diets (no 

salt, low sodium, sugar free, low 

fat).   Of course, any food items 

The Mission Ministry is em-

phasizing donations to the food 

drive (in September and October) 

of:   infant care items (jarred in-

fant and toddler foods, formula, 

Events and Opportunities 

NETWORK 
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The Session has scheduled 

an all-church work day for Sat-

urday, October 12, from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. There will be a variety 

of tasks for all interests and 

abilities.  

In addition to the general 

housekeeping tasks of cleaning 

and straightening, we need 

window washers, yard workers, 

library organizers, etc. Most 

exciting of all, we will need peo-

ple to exchange the “old” blue 

hymnals for the new red ones. 

Please plan to lend your 

helping hands in the fall clean-

up. Lunch will be provided.  

Save the Date 
 

The Fellowship Ministry is plan-

ning a trip to Waxahachie to 

Bethlehem Revisited for Satur-

day, December  7. Save the 

date and watch for additional 

information in future newslet-

ters. 

Blood Drive 

Sunday, October 6 

 

 

 

 

Look for a sign-up table in the 

Visitation Area on Sunday 

mornings, September 22 and 

29. 
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At Home: 
♥ Dan Adamson (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Jacob Aultz 

♥ Jinni Degenhart (Anne 

Healy’s friend) 

♥ David Fletcher 

♥ Evelyn Hale 

♥ Reed Jordan (Anne Healy’s 

friend)  

♥ Barbara Ann Lindorm 

♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Steven Nash (First Fri par-

ent) 

♥ Dee Rivers 

♥ Laverne Wylie 

Other Concerns: 
Those seeking employment. 

Those preparing for ministry. 

The congregation and Ses-

sion. 

Those in the military and their 

families: 

Franky and Amber Axline 

Jordan Bishopp (Robin 

Smith’s nephew) 

Brennan Colegrove (grandson 

of Bara Colegrove) 

Lisa Mack (Bob and Mary 

Pavelick’s daughter) 

Raymond Phipps (grandson of 

Liz and Larry) 

Andy Warner 

In the Hospital/Rehab: 
♥ Scott Koop (Leslie Padilla’s 

brother) 

♥ Sandy Keiser 

♥ Darlene Klein (Colleen 

Oates’s Mom) 

♥ Nell Olds 

♥ Dick Stead 

Undergoing Procedure/Testing: 
♥ Cindy Long 

♥ Nancy Sullivan’s daughter, 

Susie 

♥ Susan Bellah Starling 

♥ Jackie Way 

Sunday, September 29 
☺  Freeda Blount 

☺  Don Freeman 

☺  Donna McCord 

☺ Andy Warner  

Monday, September 30 

Tuesday, October 1 

Wednesday, October 2 
☺ Martha Mathieu 

☺ Rick Rickman 

Thursday, October 3 
☺ Leslie Green 

Friday, October 4 
☺ Lynda Reynolds 

Saturday, October 5 
☺ Craig Parrish 

☺ Dustin Troxell 

Sunday, October 6 

Monday, October 7 
☺ Laverne Wylie 

Tuesday, October 8 
☺ Dick Stead 

Wednesday, October 
9 
☺ Bud Barta 

☺ Kristin Faulk 

☺ Ernie Gotts 

New Email Address 
As part of our switch to the new 

church website the newsletter 

has a new email address: 

newsletter@fpcrichardson.org. 

The old address will be phased 

out after awhile so please change 

your address books. 

 

Thoughts 
If you can't be a good example, 

then you'll just have to serve as a 

horrible warning. 

 

Experience is a wonderful thing. 

It enables you to recognize a mis-

take when you make it again. 

 
 

Your Prayers Are Requested: 

Happy Birthday! 

Notes and Notables 
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☺ Mai Weeks 

Thursday, October 10 

Friday, October 11 
☺ Maddie Spencer 

Saturday, October 12 

Think 

Celebration Fund! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

22 
8:00   Early Service 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

11:30  Stewardship  

          Commission 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

25 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00   Staff mtg 

12:45 Shufflers 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

26 
 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 

29 
8:00   Early Worship 

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship 

 

 

30 
 

 

2:00  Book Discussion 

 

 

 

 

1 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

10:30  Stewpot 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

2 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

9:30  Morning Circle 

12:00   Staff mtg  

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

3 
10:00  Art Therapy 

 

 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

7:00  Evening Circle 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30  First Friday 

5 
8:00  Men’s Bible 

            Fellowship 

6 
8:00   Early Worship  

9:00  Sunday School 

          ESL class 

10:30  Worship/

Communion 

12:00  Worship Min 

 

Blood Drive  

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00  Children’s Comm 

8 
6:30  Prayer Group 

10:00  Bible Study 

12:30  Sew ‘n Tell 

 

 

 

7:00 Hospitality 

9 
8:00  Sometimers 

9:00  Clothes Closet 

12:00  Staff mtg 

 

5:30  Children’s Choir 

5:45  Handbell Choir 

7:30  Sanctuary Choir 

10 
 

 

1:00 Twin Rivers Bible 

        Study 

 

 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
All-Church 

Work Day 

9-3 

September/October 2013 


