THE COVENANT OF PRAYER
WFPC FAMILY MEMBERS
Emmaline Simpson (35)
Don McCorkle (26)
Sara McCorkle (26)

Roy Wilson (25)
Melanie Mohlmann (14)

Service of Worship and Praise

Wake Forest Presbyterian Church

(Contemporary)

Service of Worship and Praise
December 3, 2017, 11:15 a.m.

December 3, 2017, 9:00 a.m.
Note: (#) denotes branch numbers. Prayer concerns for extended family members and friends
can be found on the password-protected portion of the church website, which is updated weekly.
Be sure to include these names as part of your daily prayer life. If you need assistance
with your password, contact Robert Deeprose at 919-801-8914 or itsvc@wakeforestpres.org

NEXT MINISTRY TEAM NIGHT:
NEXT DIACONATE MEETING:
NEXT SESSION MEETING:

Thursday, December 7 at 7:00
Thursday, December 14 at 7:00
Thursday, December 21 at 7:00

*In the PC(USA), officers’ meetings are open as
“the work of church is strengthened when it is done in a spirit of openness and trust”.

Class of 2017
Louis Engel (IT)
Stephanie Gregory (Personnel)
Wayne Moore (Facilities)
Kim Newton (Worship)
Alan Perry (Finance)
Marty Wakefield (Discipleship)

CHURCH ELDERS (SESSION)
Stated Clerk: Kathy Dudley (2019)
Class of 2018
Class of 2019
Laurie Baker (Worship)
Ray Evans (Generosity)
Sandy Christos (Membership)
Jon Gutekunst (Facilities)
Bernie Hardy (Mission)
Millie Seiler (Mission)
Robin Roper (Cong. Care)
Tony Whitley (Personnel)
Marla Seymour (Membership)
Carolyn Joy Wiles (Discipleship)
Nicole Slayton (Discipleship)

First Sunday of Advent ~ Hope
Welcome
Prelude

“Good Christian Men Rejoice”

Handbell Ensemble

Lighting the First Advent Candle: The Candle of Hope

*Song of Praise

see insert

“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

*Sharing of the Peace of Christ
One: In sharing the peace of Christ, we express the reconciliation, unity and love
that come only from God, and we open ourselves to the power of God’s love
to heal our brokenness and make us agents of that love in the world. Since
God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us exchange signs of peace with one another.
Time With the Youngest Disciples
Sending His Kids

CHURCH DEACONS (DIACONATE)
Moderator of the Deacons: Robin Roper
Clerk: Sharon Lineberry
Class of 2017
Class of 2018
Class of 2019
Lisa Dolfi (Fellowship)
Emory Butcher (Compassion)
George Dudley (Welcome)
Armin Harrell (Compassion)
Ellen Cutler (Fellowship)
Liz Herman (Branch Ministry)
Leslie Olmo (Branch Ministry)
Loretta Highfield (Fellowship)
Jane Hydeman (Compassion)
Joy Blanton (Compassion)
Rick Mayo (Welcome)
Dana Wills (Fellowship)

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Rebekah Maul…..………..….…...…..…Pastor
Mandy Duguid…..Director of Food Ministries
Rev. John Fawcett…..………Associate Pastor for
Amy Cebrick..Asst Director of Children’s Min.
Discipleship and Mission
Renee Engel.…Pastors’ Asst/Admin Secretary
Katherine Peiper..Director of Children, Family
Mitchie Griffin…….….Preschool Director Asst
and Youth Ministries
Cindy Shriver……...……Business Office Admin
Janet Briley ..……...Asst Director of Youth Min.
Karen Long..………………………..….Bookkeeper
Kim Glasscock......Director of Music Ministries
Karen Pettyjohn..….….....…9:00 Accompanist
Dawn Brown…….…….….…...Preschool Director
Susie Vogt.……..…………...…11:15 Accompanist

Janet Guyer (Malawi)

PCUSA MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED BY WFPC
Alan & Ellen Smith (Germany, Russia, Belarus)

Giving Through our Time, Talent and Treasure
Music Offering
“What Child Is This?”
Scripture
Sermon

Worship Leaders Today:
Alan Perry
Deacon of the Week:
Carolyn Joy Wiles

Romans 8:33-39
“Intercession”

Handbell Ensemble
Rebekah Maul

Call to Communion
“In Remembrance of Me”
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
The Words of Institution
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
The Bread and Wine Shared
Unison Prayer
Loving God, thank you for this table and for this holy meal.
You have fed us with the Bread of Life. We have been renewed
to receive you once again. In gratitude, we pray that you will
brighten our way, and help us step out boldly in your love.
Fill us with eagerness that waits for the dawn. Come,
Prince of Peace, in whose name we pray. Amen.
*Closing Song

Elder of the Week:
Liturgist:

Jay Joyner

“We Have Seen Your Glory”

ATTENDANCE 11/26/17
Discipleship Hour
112

TITHES/OFFERINGS 11/26/17
GF Offering
$16,117.72

9:00 Worship

156

GF MTD Offering

$78,972.29

11:15 Worship

157

GF Monthly Budget
Designated Gifts
Debt Elimination

$77,351.00
$250.00
$660.00

* All who are able may stand

Wake Forest Presbyterian Church
12605 Capital Blvd.
Wake Forest, North Carolina 27587
www.wakeforestpres.org
919-556-7777
Wake Forest Presbyterian Preschool

Welcome
Prelude

“Good Christian Men Rejoice”

Handbell Ensemble

*Call to Worship
by Cheryl Lawrie
One: It doesn’t matter whether or not you can have faith; whether or not you are cynical
or despairing, hope-filled or hope-less. What matters to God is simply that you are
here.
All:
We are entering the time of Advent, in preparation for Christmas.
Advent reminds us that if God is to be born again in the most ordinary
parts of our world and our lives, we need to prepare for it. We need to
make the space in our lives where love might be born.
One: Welcome to this tiny corner of a harsh and dark world. Together, let us practice
being ready in the faith that Christ, the Savior, has come.
Lighting the First Advent Candle: The Candle of Hope
*Opening Hymn

“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”

see insert
Hymn #104

Confessing Our Sins Together
One: It’s the first Sunday of Advent as we anticipate the coming of Christ into the world
all over again. Yet, as we gather around the Table we remember the great sacrifice
made on our behalf by the same precious baby in the hay. It may be a beautiful
time of year, but not necessarily in our hearts. Let us humble ourselves and
confess our sin together.
All:
Lord of the cradle and of the Cross… we know that the world isn’t about
candles and glitter. We’re still having a hard time living in the light and
promise You offer to us. We harbor bitterness toward others who we
perceive as “doing us wrong” to the point that bitterness rules us.
Forgive us. We get peeved at others who don’t decorate like we think
they should. Forgive us. We delve into blame games when we refuse to
see the role we play in raising tensions. Forgive us. We feel guilt when
we purposely resort to lying instead of just telling the truth when we
have blown it… again. Forgive us. We need Your mercy. We need
Your strength to take a different path… Your path of redemption and
restoration. We ask this… we seek this… in Jesus’ name…
(time of silent confession)
One:
All:

Lord, in Your Mercy...
Hear our prayer. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
One: Jesus washed the dirty, stinky feet of His disciples.
All:
He will certainly wash our sins away.
One: He forgave His enemies who didn’t think they were doing anything wrong, even as
He hung on the cross.
All:
He can certainly forgive us, and He makes it possible for us to forgive
others.
One: Then let’s practice it with one another. Friends, believe this Good News.
All:
In Jesus, we are forgiven.

*Benediction
Postlude
Leslie Olmo

First Sunday of Advent ~ Hope

919-488-1820

*Response to Grace
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
Hymn #132 v. 2
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

*Sharing the Peace of Christ
One: In sharing the peace of Christ, we express the reconciliation, unity and love that
come only from God, and we open ourselves to the power of God’s love to heal our
brokenness and make us agents of that love in the world. Since God has forgiven us
in Christ, let us forgive one another. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
all.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us exchange signs of peace with one another.
Time With the Youngest Disciples

Carolyn Joy Wiles

The Offering of Our Time, Talent and Treasure
Offertory Anthem
“What Child Is This”
Handbell Ensemble
*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
Scripture
Sermon

Romans 8:33-39
“Intercession”

NT page 158
Rebekah Maul

*Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles Creed
ecumenical version
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again;
He ascended into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Call to Communion
“In Remembrance of Me”
Hymn #521
In remembrance of me, eat this bread,
In remembrance of me, drink this wine.
In remembrance of me, pray for the time
when God's own will is done.
In remembrance of me, heal the sick.
In remembrance of me, feed the poor.
In remembrance of me, open the door
and let your neighbors in, let them in.
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
The Words of Institution
Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
The Bread and Wine Shared
Unison Prayer
Loving God, thank you for this table and for this holy meal.
You have fed us with the Bread of Life. We have been renewed
to receive you once again. In gratitude, we pray that you will
brighten our way, and help us step out boldly in your love.
Fill us with eagerness that waits for the dawn. Come,
Prince of Peace, in whose name we pray. Amen.
*Closing Hymn

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Hymn #121 v 1,3,4

*Benediction
*Sung Response
“Prepare the Way, O Zion”
Hymn #106 v1
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley a level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story.
O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name.
Postlude



* - All who are able may stand
Bold Type - co ngr egatio n r espo nds in uniso n

What’s Happening at
Wake Forest Presbyterian
GENEROSITY UPDATE: The response has been strong. Thank you to
those who have already pledged. We are close to meeting the asking
ministry budget for 2018. If you have not made a pledged financial
commitment to the ministry and mission of WFPC, do so prayerfully, as we
actively work together to touch lives with the power, healing, and message
of Christ.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SCHEDULE: Th is year , Ch r istm as
Eve falls on a Sunday, so our worship schedule has changed. At 9 AM, we
will have our Family Service in the CLC, featuring the children of WFPC. At
11:15 AM, our Traditional Service (featuring our Music Ministry) will take
place in the sanctuary. Our Candlelight and Communion Service will be
held in the sanctuary at 11 PM.
WOW BIBLE STUDY IS COLLECTING CLEAN COATS and w arm
clothing on Sunday, December 10. Joint Bible study groups will be serving
dinner to those in need of a warm meal that afternoon, and we would like
to also provide some warm clothing. There will be bins in the narthex and
the CLC for you to drop off any items. Please bring items ONLY on
December 10. Contact Sandie Buda (sandiebuda@nc.rr.com) with
questions. Thank you for helping us help others!



MISSION AND OUTREACH
GIVING TREE: NEW MISSION GIVING FOR ADVENT/
CHRISTMAS!!! This year Mission and Outreach is doing a new thing -we have two Christmas trees set out that have "ornaments" for you to take
home. They highlight three missions of the church to which you and your
family can give gifts: Christmas Angel, Back Pack Buddies, and the PC USA
Giving Catalog. You pick an ornament that will have instructions on how to
help; we will "de-decorate" our trees all the way up to Christmas
Eve. There’s a table with instructions next to the trees. Please note: if you
take a Christmas Angel, the gifts being distributed through the Boys and
Girls Club need to be returned by Sunday, December 17.


ADULT MINISTRIES
THE JOY GROUP WILL MEET ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9.
We will gather in the CLC at 9:30 and enjoy our holiday brunch at 10:00.
Edie and Warren Melhado will be our hosts. Please contact Edie at
emelhado@nc.rr.com or 919-435-1325 with your RSVP and potluck brunch
offering. Everyone is invited to bring a Secret Santa edible gift to exchange
(individual or as a couple), with a $10 limit.


PRESCHOOL MINISTRY
YOU ARE INVITED TO JOIN US AT MILTON’S PIZZA & PASTA
in Wakefield on Tuesday, December 5, for great food, fun, and fellowship!
You may dine in or carry out between 5 and 10 PM. A portion of all sales
will benefit the scholarship fund for WFPP when you tell your server that
you are with Wake Forest Presbyterian Preschool. We hope you don’t miss
out on this opportunity to support a great cause!


HIS KIDS MINISTRIES
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: W FPC Childr en's Ministry
invites you and your child to join us in a beautiful new tradition...a Christmas
Eve pageant! ALL children have a role in the pageant, no rehearsal required!
All families are encouraged to join us in the CLC on Sunday, December 24, at
9:00 AM as the children of the church present the story of the birth of Jesus
Christ. You will have the opportunity to sign your child up as an animal,
angel, or shepherd.
NEXT CLUB 4/5 MEETING: Sunday, December 17 -- Random Acts of
Kindness day!
DECEMBER FIRST FRIDAYS FOR FAMILIES w ill take place on
December 8 (to accommodate Walk Through Bethlehem). We will be meeting
a bit earlier than usual -- 5:30 instead of 6:00. We’ll be making Advent prayer
chains, eating pizza, and watching “The Muppet Christmas Carol!” Please
RSVP to Amy Cebrick at amycebrick@yahoo.com by noon on Friday.



YOUTH MINISTRIES
RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS: It’s that time again! WFPC Youth are
heading out into our community to do nice things for people. Mark your
calendars for December 10 from 4:00 - 7:00. We will start at the church by
stuffing stockings for the participants in the Meals on Wheels program that
meet in our church daily. We will then divide into cars and head out for our
random acts. We will meet back at the church to share dinner and stories
from the evening. Be on the lookout for the form to sign up! It is imperative
that you sign up so we know how many drivers to secure.
WE NEED SINGERS! All m iddle sch ool and h igh sch ool youth ar e
invited to join a choir to sing at the 9:00 AM service on Christmas Eve
(arriving at 8:15). Rehearsals will be on 12/6, 12/13, and 12/20 from 5:30
until 6:00 in the CLC. If you are interested or have any questions, contact Lisa
Dolfi at 919-761-5245 or lisadolfi@gmail.com.
LITURGICAL DANCE: All youth are invited to join Liturgical Dance on
December 10. If you are interested, please plan on rehearsing today from
12:30-1:30 in the sanctuary and December 8 from 7:00-8:00. Contact Lynn
Briones at lbhousefull@gmail.com.



WALK THROUGH BETHLEHEM
WHAT GOES UP MUST COME DOWN! Many thanks to all the
members of WFPC who have been involved in the 2017 production of Walk
Through Bethlehem. Without your efforts, WFPC would not have been able to
give this fine gift to our community. But soon, just like Christmas decorations,
we must take down the set and the props and then store them until next year.
On Saturday, December 9, we will be packing up Bethlehem for storage. For
the early risers some will be starting at 8:30, but any time that you have will
be appreciated. We plan to finish by noon.

