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“Shalom” based on Isaiah 11:1-10 
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A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse… 

 
So begins our text that is one of the most beloved in our Scriptures: the 

Peaceful Kingdom, as many of our Bibles title this section of Isaiah.  
 

It is quite the vision for this second Sunday of Advent, the Sunday that we 
light the candle of peace on our Advent wreath.  It is hard to imagine a more iconic 
vision of future peace—predators, no longer with their instincts of hunting and 
aggression, communing side by side with their former prey.  A child, the most 
vulnerable and powerless member of society, leading God’s creatures.  Carnivores 
who graze on grass so as not to upset this new balance, and snakes that do not bite 
the unsuspecting hand of a child at play.  Just listening to Isaiah’s words bring a 
sense of peace and comfort. 

 
This future vision—this peaceful kingdom—comes about because of a new 

ruler, a ruler who is unlike those who have come before.  Remember that Isaiah 
prophesies in the 8th century BCE, as the people Israel are split into two kingdoms 
and outside forces are threatening the safety and autonomy of both.  During Isaiah’s 
lifetime, the Northern Kingdom was conquered by Assyria. Isaiah’s longing that 
gives voice to the longing of the people for peace is very deep and very real. 

 
And so Isaiah points to a leader whose rule will bring this peaceful kingdom 

to fruition—the one on whom the “spirit of the Lord shall rest.”  This one would be 
anointed with the “spirit of wisdom and understanding…counsel and 
might…knowledge and the fear of the Lord.”  This one’s rule would center on 
complete commitment to the covenant with God, on righteousness and equity.  This 
one’s rule will bring true peace. 

 
The Hebrew word for peace is shalom—I’m guessing that many of you know 

this already.  It behooves us to understand that shalom is more than the absence of 
violence or the threat of violence, large or small, collective or individual. It is more 
than the presence of quiet and tranquility.  The biblical concept of shalom expands 
the definition to include not only peace, but also the sense of restoration and 
wholeness in our individual lives, our community and our world.  It is a deep sense 
of peace, of healing, of wholeness for all of God’s creation.  This is shalom. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse… 
 

This humble beginning is how God’s peaceful kingdom gets its start.   
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The transformation of creation, the reversal of violence and fear and 
destruction and the reign that they have over our lives and our world…comes from a 
stump.  A stump. 

 
Now, it doesn’t take an expert to know that stumps are what’s left when trees 

are cut down. And while it is possible for new growth to occur from a stump, it is the 
exception and not the rule.  More often than not, stumps stand as remnants of the 
life and growth that was once present but is no longer, the life and growth that was 
decisively cut off.     
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse… 
 
 We read this text during Advent and at Christmas because the Church, from 
its earliest beginnings until today, hears echoes of Jesus in Isaiah’s words. 
 
 We see Jesus as that shoot that is coming out of the stump of Jesse.  We 
proclaim that Jesus is the one on whom the spirit of the Lord rests, the one who 
judges the poor with righteousness and the meek of the earth with equity.  We trust 
the way of Jesus, partnering with our God who is always present and at work, will 
bring about shalom for all of creation. 
 

David Lose, who is president of Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia, worries that Advent has “shrunk in our imaginations” because “we’ve 
somehow concluded that Advent is the season when we are scolded for not 
preparing for Christmas adequately [with messages like] Slow down, stop buying 
presents, make time for church, don’t get caught up in the holiday glitz.”1  
 

Lose says that while this is partially true, it lacks the fullness of what Advent 
is meant to be. He writes that “the point of Advent is to make room for Christ’s 
arrival, to be surprised again that God was willing to enter into our lives and history 
and take on our vulnerability in order to give us hope. God isn’t supposed to do that. 
God is supposed to sit up in heaven alternatively smiling or frowning down at us 
depending on our behavior. But the God we know doesn’t do that. The God we know 
in Jesus comes down out of heaven to take on our lot and our life and give us hope 
by being with us and for us, …by inviting more abundant life and helping us to see in 
the face of our neighbor not a competitor for scarce resources but a brother or sister 
in Christ. …Advent is a time to slow down, [but] it’s so that we can have more 
[abundant] life, not less Christmas.”2 

 
Friends, Advent is a time to slow down, but it’s so that we can imagine, and 

then begin to live into, what God’s shalom would be for us, in our own lives, in our 
community and in our world—the shalom of which we proclaim Jesus as harbinger.   
                                                        
1 http://www.davidlose.net/2016/11/advent-2-a-reclaiming-repentance/ 
2 http://www.davidlose.net/2016/11/advent-2-a-reclaiming-repentance/ 
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A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse… 
 
As we encounter Isaiah’s vision once again, we are invited to enter into his 

bold dream for all of creation, but first, we have to deal with that stump. 
 
And so I wonder, where are the stumps in your life?  Where are the places 

where you feel cut off, even dead?  
 
Where are the places in your life in need of God’s shalom?  Where are the 

broken places in need of strength?  Where are the hurting places in need of balm?  
Where are the rips and tears in need of mending? 

 
Where are the stumps in our community?  Where are the stumps in our 

world? 
 
The good news of the gospel is that God is at work even here, even in the 

stumps, bringing new life to the places where we only see death, where we only see 
what is cut off, where we only see what once was and is no longer.  

 
God is at work even here, bringing shalom one shoot at a time. 
 
As we slow down this Advent season, may we do so with our eyes open, alert 

and awake, so that we may see these shoots of new life in our midst.  May we do so 
with our hearts wide enough to carry the burden of dreams deferred, of peace 
realized, and all of the experiences in between.  May we do so with our lives ready to 
welcome in God’s shalom, and with our hands and feet ready to join in bringing it 
here just a little bit sooner.    

 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse… 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


