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of her poverty she gives. She is not going to be defined by her poverty, 
or limits, but rather by her generosity. 
 

Development offices in esteemed institutions are quick to note the ad-
age (something to the effect . . .):  “Old graduates never die, they just 
turn into dormitories or libraries, or wings thereof.” The widow to 
whom Jesus called the disciples’ attention did not get an alcove or 
chapel dedicated in her name.  If her giving shines a light on all of us, 
consider Jesus’ commendation of her, and what we do with what we 
have.  If our money talks, then what does that say about our faith? 
 

Our church’s title, “Larchmont Avenue Church”, bears no name except 
our street location, the place to which God has called us.  The gift and 
the giving has brought this church to life in this place, and reaching 
out…with service and learning, with worship and music, guidance and 
gathering across all generations.  Here at LAC across these days lead-
ing up to our November 12 consecration of our stewardship pledges, 
let us take our giving to heart, giving for life…giving to strengthen and 
keep the church alive! 
 

     Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
     Bill 

Making a Life…, continued from page 1 

#WeChooseWelcome 
 

LAC welcomes all!  Our Mission 
Statement:  
  
We are a community of Christ of all 

ages: welcoming and gathering in 
love, growing and learning by grace, 

going forth to serve.   
 

LAC Helps… 

HOPE Community Services 
 

For 33 years, HOPE (Help Our Peo-
ple Eat) has served the people of 
New Rochelle and surrounding com-
munities  HOPE provides emergency 
food and other services directly to 
those in need.  HOPE's target popula-
tion is very low income individuals 
and families, the homeless, veterans, 
and people with disabilities. 
 

LAC has forged a special partnership 
with HOPE.  In addition to financial 
support, LAC has committed to 
providing a complete meal for the 
Soup Kitchen once a month.  Volun-
teer opportunities also exist on 
HOPE Dinner nights which  occur on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday, 
with additional Monday meals the 
last two weeks of every month. 
 

Join others from LAC helping at 
HOPE.  If you have questions, or 
want to volunteer, reach out to Clark 
Morehouse (cmore-
house12@gmail.com). 
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“Making a life 
by what we 
give” 
 

Winston Churchill once said:  
“We make a living by what we 
get, but we make a life by what 
we give.”  I doubt that Churchill 
was talking about Church stew-
ardship. Sir Winston was known 
to often be worried about money 
and not famous for his charity.  
Yet, the conviction of our faith, as 
we see in Jesus’ teachings, is that 
giving is concerned with an atti-
tude toward life, toward self, to-
ward God.  If we understand that 
life itself is a gift from God, and 
that we are meant to express 
God’s self-giving life in the 
world, and that God’s love and 
nurture sustains us, then we see 
life as giving and not a “holding” 
or acquisition. 
 

A vivid example of such giving is 
the “widow’s mite,” as Jesus 
points her out to the disciples 
(Matthew, chapter 12).  The disci-
ples are amazed at the Jerusalem 
temple’s edifice; with wide eyes, 
they scanned the glorious temple 
walls and ascending steps. But 
Jesus called their attention to a 
poor woman who has come 
bringing two copper coins.  Out 

Stewardship is a necessary and vital part of a thriving church. This 
year’s stewardship appeal is unlike any other given the significance in 
the financial requests needed to sustain the current operations. As a 
congregation, our Church requires $850,000 in pledges for 2018 to bal-
ance our budget, which is a 23% increase over last year’s stewardship 
appeal. We need to do more and this appeal underscores your role in 
keeping Larchmont Avenue Church thriving. 
 

LAC is flourishing, advancing and has a great spirt of generosity. Your 
individual support allows us to accomplish all that we—as a congrega-
tion—can do. To faithfully prepare our ministry in the year ahead, we 
need your pledge commitment before November 11,2017. An increase 
in previous year’s pledge amounts are needed and full participation is 
requested to simply sustain the current operational commitments. 
 

Psalm 1:3 “But his delights is in the law of the Lord, and in His law, 
he meditates day and night. He will be like a tree firmly planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit of the season and its leaf does 
not wither, and in whatever he does, he prospers.” 
 

As the Word of God teaches us, when we focus on our spiritual com-

continued on page 2 
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mitments, we become solid (like a tree firmly planted by streams of wa-
ter), bountiful (yielding its fruits in its season) and thriving (in whatev-
er he does, he prospers). It’s the quality of life in the church that is the 
secret of its prosperity. Our devotion to one another, awe of the grace 
which God has lavished upon us in Christ, thankfulness, and willing-
ness to give freely to others when the need presents itself. 
 

Isaiah 40:31 “But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” 
 

This year more than any other, please be enthusiastic in your pledge. 
With spirit, we look forward this year’s appeals important dates ahead: 
 

•  10/22: Appeal Kick Off Where Pledge Cards Will Be Distribut
  ed In Worship 

 

•  11/4: Phonathon Event for An Individual Outreach to Drive 
  Participation 

 

•  11/11: Final Pledge Commitments Submitted to the LAC Fi
  nance Committee  
 

We ask those who previously have not pledged, to pledge whatever 
they can, and those who do, to consider increasing their pledge this 
year. It will directly shape our Church’s daily impact and allow Larch-
mont Avenue Church to thrive. 
 

Blessings, 
The Stewardship Committee 
Jeff Smith and Cynthia Janelli (Co-Chairs) 
 
 
 
We encourage you to consider the various ways you can satisfy 
your pledge. 
 

Online Pledge: Make your pledge @www,lacny.org/PledgeNow 
 

Online Gift: Make an online contribution @ https://
secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1287 
 

Cash: Cash can be donated during Sunday service during the offer-
ing. For pledge envelopes, please contact Marjorie Bee, Church 
Bookkeeper at mbee@lacny.org or 914.834.1800 x130 or use an offer-
ing envelope in pew rack. 
 

Check: Checks may be made payable to Larchmont Avenue Church 
and submitted during offering or mailed / dropped off to church 
office. 
 

Credit Card: Please visit lacny.org/givenow or contact Marjorie 
Bee, Church Bookkeeper at mbee@lacny.org or 914.834.1800 x130 
for a stock transfer instructions. 
 

Stewardship, continued from page 1 
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LAC High School Mission Trip 
 

This year's mission trip will be to New Orleans, where we will 
partner with RHINO (Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans), an 
outreach ministry of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church 
that formed in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Our week 
will begin with a trip to the Whitney Plantation Museum (the 
only plantation museum in the state that is focused on the 
slave perspective) and other cultural opportunities to root our 
service experience in the ongoing conversation of race, class, 
and social justice. 
 

The trip will be February 18-24, 2018, and is open to 9th-
12th graders. Cost is $750 (which includes the participation 
fee and airfare), and scholarships are available. Stay tuned 
for fundraising this fall and winter. Signup deadline is Novem-
ber 1st. 

New LAC Book Group Seeks Founding Members New LAC Book Group Seeks Founding Members New LAC Book Group Seeks Founding Members New LAC Book Group Seeks Founding Members     
 

Are you a kid who likes to read or an adult who likes 
to read children's literature? Does a cupboard that 
leads into a magical world sound intriguing? Would 
you like to know what a lion and witch have to do 
with it? If you answered "yes" to any of these ques-

tions, then please come along to a new book club at LAC intended as a 
shared reading experience for kids and either a parent or another spe-
cial adult in their lives. Our first book will be The Lion, the Witch, and 
the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. We will meet on Friday, November 3, in 
the Carhart Room, where we'll share a potluck dinner at  6 p.m., fol-
lowed by a discussion of the book, with a finish time of 7:30 
p.m.  Please contact Liz Reumann, Director of Christian Education, for 
more information and food signup/RSVP: lreumann@lacny.org.  

embodied the gospel message is 
no longer bodily with us. 
 

David’s last full-time teaching 
position was at Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary in Georgia, 
where the tradition is for students 
and colleagues to attend the last 
lecture of retiring faculty mem-
bers and applaud them as they 
make their way out of the class-
room. When David’s last class 
concluded, everyone gathered, 
ready to applaud him and hear 
what wisdom he might impart 
before he left. David said only 
four words, simple and yet faith-
fully profound: “Finally, it’s all 
thanks.”      
 

Thank you, LAC. Thank you for 
allowing us the time and the 
space to be present with David 
and my mother-in-law, Carol, 
throughout David’s health crisis 
and passing. We deeply cherish 
those hard, holy days and weeks 
that we were able to be at his bed-
side.  
 

Thank you for your care for us 
and for our family in these hard, 
holy months—for your notes and 
calls, the kind hand, the assuring 
hug, the sacramental meals that 
nourish us in body and soul. 
Thank you for dealing kindly 
with his death and with us. We 
cannot thank you enough. 
 
 

Peace,  
 
 
 
 
Rev. Elizabeth  

Thank You, continued from page 3 
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The Art of Teaching: An Interview with Chrystal Chambers 
 
This is the third in a series of interviews with LAC Sunday school teachers. Chrystal Chambers led the kin-
dergarten/first grade team last year; this year she’s the 
lead teacher for the second/third grade class. 
 

Conducted and edited by Liz Reumann, Director of Chris-
tian Education 
 

Tell us a little bit about your own church 

background. Did you go to church and Sun-
day school growing up? 
 

I grew up going to Sunday school in my hometown of 
Plano, Texas. I enjoyed Sunday school back then but I 
don’t remember having many different activities or 
games. 
 

Tell us a bit about your Sunday school 

teaching "career." 
 

I’ve taught all different ages--from the “cradle roll” up 
through middle school. I started teaching right after 
college in the evening group Sunday school at the 
church I attended. I also helped with their Vacation 
Bible School. 
 

Can you tell us about your non-Sunday 

school teaching background? 
 

In college I taught dance at camps and clinics, working 
with young kids up through high school age. My degree is in fine art, and after I worked for a while coordi-
nating events and doing graphic design for the dance company, I decided that I liked working with kids and 
went back to school to get my teaching certificate. Then I taught art to K-5 kids in the Dallas Public Schools 
and later for one year at a private Christian high school. Now I teach a garden/art club for grades 1-5 with 
(fellow LAC member) Perri McKinney, and since last year I’ve been teaching for LEAP: Learning through Ex-
tended Arts Programs in the NYC schools. They hire all sorts of artists to go into NYC schools to do residen-
cies.   
 

Why have you chosen to be a Sunday school teacher? 
 

I think it’s important to start encouraging kids’ relationships with God at a very young age, so that it can be a 
natural part of their lives. I have teenagers, but working with younger kids is really fun. They like being 
around you and like to talk to you all the time, which is kind of the opposite of my teenagers! 
 

What does a typical Sunday school lesson in your class look like/consist of? 
 

I like to read the story from an actual Bible, even though it might be a kids’ edition. Then we do some kind of 
activity, whether a skit, a craft, or a game, to emphasize the lesson. I try to focus on one thing because there 
isn’t that much time. I also try to do some kind of song with motions or something else which gets the kids 
moving around a little and gets some of their energy out. 
 

What do you like most about teaching Sunday school? 
 

It’s a really fun way to get to know the kids and their families. And teaching Sunday School is a great oppor-
tunity for us to keep learning about the Bible. Any time you’re teaching anything, it helps you learn, too. 
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Gift of Appreciated Securities: Please contact Marjorie Bee, 
Church Bookkeeper at mbee@lacny.org or 914.834.1800 x130. 
 

IRA: For individuals age 70 1⁄2 , there may be opportunities to 
make a qualified distribution from your IRA. Please contact your 
IRA custodian to discuss. 
 

Employer Matching Gifts: Your employer may offer matching gift 
opportunities for your gifts to Larchmont Avenue Church. Please 
contact your employer to learn more. 
 

Donor Advised Fund:  If you have a donor advised fund (DAF) 
below is a free and easy-to-use online application that enables DAF 
donors to initiate a grant recommendation from LAC's website, 
making it easier for you to give from your DAF. 

 
 

 

He will be like a tree firmly planted by 

streams of water, which yields its fruit of the 

season and its leaf does not wither, and in 

whatever he does, he prospers. 
 

PSALM 1:3 

Please Remember  
Larchmont Avenue Church  

in Your Legacy Giving 
   

After providing for your loved ones, please consider one fi-
nal testament of faith through a gift in your will, trust, re-
tirement account or life insurance policy that provides en-
during support for the ministry of the Larchmont Avenue 
Church.   

continued on page 7 

Thank You from 

Rev. Elizabeth 
 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted.” 
 

In the most simple and direct sense I 
have found this to be one of the rich-
est pictures of the Kingdom and of 
the church… 
 

Time after time what most makes 
church church is the way we gather 
around each other in the time of 
grief.  Those notes and calls, the kind 
hand, the assuring hug.  The casse-
roles and the cookies are not only 
comfort food they are sacrament, visi-
ble signs of invisible grace. 
 

I know it is not very sophisticated 
evangelism, but there is a part of me 
after all these years that wants to say 
when somebody asks “why bother 
with the church?” it is because when 
we mourn the church provides the 
symbols, the services, the kindnesses 
that comfort us.  We deal kindly with 
death.   
 

–Rev. Dr. David L. Bartlett 
 

I was lucky enough to have an 
incredible father-in-law who also 
happened to be an incredible 
preacher, pastor, teacher, advo-
cate, and friend.  
 

David preached the words above 
to the congregation gathered here 
at LAC for my installation two 
years ago. Tears welled in my 
eyes then as they do now, albeit 
for slightly different reasons—
then it was in deep admiration for 
this man who welcomed and 
loved me as a daughter and en-
couraged me to not only preach 
and teach, but also embody the 
gospel message; now it is that this 
man who boldly and humbly em-
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If you were unable to be at 
the launch party for Dr. Julie 
Faith Parker's newest 
book, My So-Called Biblical 
Life, you can still experience 
these stories which expand 
on the stories of the Bible.  
Copies are available online at 
amazon.com.  Proceeds ben-

From Rev. Jean HolmesFrom Rev. Jean HolmesFrom Rev. Jean HolmesFrom Rev. Jean Holmes    
 

Dear Friends, 
 

#WeChooseWelcome.  Forget the # for a moment and focus on the 
word “choose”.  Welcome is a choice.  This idea comes to mind over 
and over again as I think about the relationship between Christian 
community and hospitality.  In order for a specific congregation to be 
experienced as a “welcoming” congregation the individuals within the 
community need to choose to be welcoming.   
 

In my own experience extending a welcoming hand to people I don’t 
really know is not easy.  I find I need to make a choice to reach beyond 
my own comfort level and welcome people into my life.  Some people 
are naturally welcoming, like my friend Rev. Bill Crawford.  For him, 
the extending of self is almost natural.  But I’m guessing most of the 
population leans more towards my end of the spectrum.  We are shy, 
maybe even introverted by nature.  For us welcome is a choice.  For me 
it is an act of discipleship.  Let me explain. 
 

In Hebrews 13:2 it says, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 
knowing it.” The unknown author of Hebrews writes within the histor-
ical context to an audience including scribes of the second century.  But 
we who listen to these scriptures as contemporary Christians hear a 
teaching about discipleship.  For me, this may be one of the most form-
ative lessons of discipleship.  
 

To show hospitality to strangers leads me to all sorts of different plac-
es.  Within this context I have gone to Upstate New York and Nicara-
gua and Gulfport, Mississippi on mission trips.  This is the grand scale 
of hospitality.  But within this context I have also worked hard to 
memorize someone’s name so that when I see them next I can readily 
say hello.  This is a miniature side of hospitality, although just as im-
portant.  And then there is all the stuff in-between, like smiling at that 
unknown person on the street, or passing the peace in church all the 
way down the aisle, or stopping to ask someone how their day is go-
ing, or giving directions to the restroom, or sending an email simply to 
make a connection. 
 

When LAC committed to #WeChooseWelcome it was an act of justice 
aimed at welcoming immigrants into these United States of America.  
It was a corporate joining with other congregations in the PCUSA.  
Now I would like to suggest that we add another layer of understand-
ing to LAC’s choice and make this a personal choice to extent the hand 
of hospitality right here in our own community.  Let’s make this a part 
of each individual statement of faith.  We CHOOSE welcome as indi-
viduals so that the Christ can be known to all within our midst, and 
LAC experienced as a welcoming community.  
 

May it be so, 
 

Rev. Jean       

Save the Date! 
 

It’s not too soon to mark  
your 2018 calendars  
with the date of the  

 

2018  
LAC Rummage Sale 

 

Set-up: 
 

Saturday, April 21 

to 
Wednesday, April 25 

 
Sale days: 

 

Wednesday, April 25 

(evening) 
to 

Saturday, April 28 
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
 

Births 
 

A joyful welcome to: 
 

Eliana Grace Asante-Boateng  
born to Grace Asante and Julian Boateng on August 7, 2017 

 

Baptism 
 

Finley Hayward Manice 
son of Charles and Melissa Manice, brother of James and Oliver 

was baptized on Sunday, October 15, 2017 
 

Weddings 
 

Congratulations to: 
 

Laura Barski and Dean Botsanis upon their wedding.   
Laura and Dean were married on August 6, 2017. 

 

In Memoriam 
 

in our prayers... 
 

The family of Joan Ann Taylor Thompson, who died peacefully at home on August 1, 2017.  A Me-
morial Service was held at LAC on August 15 at 11 a.m.  
 

Family and friends of Patty Boston.  Longtime LAC member Patricia Ann (Patty) Boston passed 
away in December 2016.  A Memorial Service was held in the sanctuary on September 28. 
 

David and Helja Harrison, upon the passing of their son Mikko on September 17, 2017.  A funeral 
service was held on September 21. 
 

The family of Rev. Jean Holmes, upon the passing of her brother-in-law Bill Rauch.  Bill passed 
away on September 17 in Naperville, Illinois. 
 

The family of Rev. Dr. David Bartlett.  David passed away  on October 12, 2017.  David is the be-
loved husband of Carol, father of Ben, father and father-in-law of Rev. Jonah and Rev. Elizabeth 
Smith-Bartlett.  He has been a revered professor of homiletics at the Yale Divinity School, pastor, bib-
lical scholar, teacher and treasured faculty of the Church.  The memorial service took place on Octo-
ber 18 at the Marquand Chapel at the Yale Divinity School in New Haven. 
 

The family of Dr.Thom Bigger.  Thom passed away peacefully in South Carolina on Sunday, Octo-
ber 8, 2017.  Tom served until his retirement in 2015 at the Columbia University College of Physicians 
and Surgeons/New York Presbyterian Hospital as Chief of Cardiology where he was actively in-
volved in teaching, research, and clinical practices. He was a graduate of Emory University and the 
Medical College of Georgia.  Over his 50 year career he was an outstanding scientist, compassionate 
clinician, trusted mentor and teacher for numerous resident doctors and junior faculty. Beloved wife 
Susan has been cherished partner in work and life for 35 years. Their son Alex passed away in May. 
We hold Susan, Lynn, step-daughter Angie, and grandchildren Robert and Caden in our prayers.  A 
memorial service at LAC will take place on Saturday, December 2 at 11 a.m. 
 

The family of Miriam Meighan.  Miriam passed away on Saturday, October 7, 2017. We hold in our 
prayers daughters Gay, Sasha and Marcia. Her husband Hunter, NY State Senator, passed away in 
2008. Miriam served as an LAC Deacon. A private family service was held on October 12. 


