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In the same way, let your 
light shine before others, 
so that they may see your 
good works and give 
glory to your Father who 
is in heaven.

- Matthew 5:16

“

”



The wisdom of the prudent is to give 
thought to their ways. 

- Luke 21:1-4 

“ ”

What’s Your Story? 
 
Our unique stories help to define us. Childhood. School 
days. Friendships formed. Family memories. Professional 
lives. Spiritual growth. Larchmont Avenue Church.

This year’s Stewardship Campaign is dedicated to your 
story, which is a vital part of the narrative of Larchmont 
Avenue Church. We’d like to use this year’s Stewardship 
Campaign to learn more about you.  

Please share your story with us by emailing 
MyStoryAtLAC@gmail.com or using the enclosed form.  
Through sharing our stories we gain perspective and insight 
about our individual identities and the identity of this 
church community. Our collective story brings us together, 
it tells the story of Larchmont Avenue Church: where  
we’ve been, and where we will be going. And we come to 
appreciate our connection to “The Story” of God and  
God’s people.

LAC’s Financial Story: LAC has a long history of faithful 
stewardship; annual giving provides the majority of LAC’s 
support, and income from LAC’s endowment, established 
by past and present members, has played a vital supporting 
role. However, over the next few years our goal and need  
is to increase annual giving by 30% so that LAC’s revenues 
will match LAC’s expenses.  
 
In 2013, Stewardship Giving was budgeted at $690,000,  
the majority based on pledges. This level of giving is 
approximately $190,000 less than LAC’s budgeted ministry 
and operating expenses.

Dear Friends, Consistent with prior years, LAC is using income from  
the endowment to balance the operating budget. However,  
LAC’s Total Revenue (incl. Endowment Income) is not  
sufficient to pay LAC’s significant capital needs such as  
building and systems repairs.

This is analogous to a family, whose income is less than its  
living expenses, using income from a Trust or Savings Account  
to fill a short-term deficit. Doing so requires putting off 
significant capital repairs needed to maintain the family home  
or replace the old car. Long-term, this is not sustainable. 

What is the Endowment for? LAC’s Session and Trustee  
boards have determined that in future years, income from  
LAC’s Endowment needs to be directed toward LAC’s  
significant and ongoing capital needs such as building  
and systems repairs. This prudent approach requires that  
annual giving fully provide for annual spending on  
ministries and operations.
 
The Hope...and the Request: We hope that during LAC’s 
“What’s Your Story” stewardship season, you will be  
zencouraged about the rich community we share. And we 
request that, understanding LAC’s financial need, you will 
increase your annual giving to help close the 30% gap.
 
Please return your pledge card as soon as possible using
the enclosed envelope.

We encourage you to speak with any member of LAC Stewardship 
about your thoughts or questions, and, please, share your story!

In this together, and yours in Christ,

 LAC Stewardship
Chris Templeman, Robert Chambers, Steve Williams, Dan Walden, 
Wes Huang, Rev. Bill Crawford and Rev. Julie Emery

But who am I, and who are my people, that 
we should be able to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you, and we have given 
you only what comes from your hand. 

- 1 Chronicles 29:14 

“
”



Ministry
Ministry includes the pastoral leadership of our ministers in 
worship; celebrating the sacraments; conducting funerals, 
memorial services and weddings. They teach and help guide 
in the array of LAC’s programs of study, learning and service; 
they lead and provide guidance and resource on all of the 
boards and committees. They provide pastoral care and 
counseling with members of all ages; hospital and home visits; 
and crisis assistance with congregants and others. They also 
visit and work with our new members.

Education and Youth Ministry
LAC is a “learning church,” offering programs for all ages 
from our Sunday morning nursery to adult education. Our 
bustling Sunday School offers classes through 8th grade, using 
excellent new curriculum choices from several publishers,  
and we encourage students to participate in numerous church 
and mission activities. All middle school and high school 
students are welcome in our youth groups for fellowship, 
faith and fun; the middle school group works on various 
service activities during the year. High school students share 
in regular fellowship gatherings, service opportunities, and 
retreats, as well as an annual mission trip. Our retreat-based 
Confirmation program helps 9th graders experience a faith  
life of their own, as they consider their commitment to  
this community of faith. Adult education programs, both  
on Sunday and mid-week, range from Bible study to  
Mommy Yoga, current events to Presbyterian theology;  
they are variously led by our pastors, members and guest 
speakers/teachers. 

Our Building
Our Gothic Revival style building serves as our home for 
ministry and community activities. The main sanctuary, built 
during 1920’s, has been witness to weekly services as well as 
weddings and funerals, concerts and celebrations. During a 
typical week, over a thousand people pass through the doors, 
not only to attend worship service and Sunday School, but 
to participate in the LAC Preschool, adult education, and 
numerous community organizations. More than just bricks 
and mortar, the LAC buildings are a vital link from generation 
to generation.

Benevolence and General 
Mission, the Presbyterian 
Church (USA)
LAC is active in mission and service…with hands-on help 
and financial contributions to a dozen local organizations 
including HOPE kitchen, Washingtonville Housing 
Alliance, I-Care and the L-M Counseling Center and 
internationally via Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) 
Church World Services, Bridges to Community, and now 
Frontera de Cristo, of the Presbyterian Church(USA) 
Border ministry. In addition, special offerings have 
supported of Syrian Refugees, Hurricane Sandy Relief 
throughout the Caribbean and Northeastern United States, 
as well as many hunger-relief organizations throughout our 
local region. Further, LAC is a partner church among the 85 
congregations of the Presbytery of Hudson River in mission 
and camping & conference programs within our region 
(via the Holmes Camp and Conference Center, as well 
as national and overseas mission work including Mission 
Partner, Rev. Jed Koball, in Peru.)

Music
Music Ministry is an essential part of LAC’s worship. Our 
extensive music program includes the Chancel Choir and 
Children’s Choirs, a resident brass quintet, an instrumental 
ensemble comprised of members of the church and 
community, an excellent pipe organ, and a full-time Music 
Director to oversee it all. We often enjoy the contributions 
of professional guest musicians in a wide variety of genres, 
from classical to jazz, folk and world music, vocal and 
instrumental music. On any given Sunday you may find a 
solo erhu, or a percussion ensemble, or a string quartet, or a 
brass quintet. On Christmas Eve our service is accompanied 
by a full orchestra. One of the truly unique features of 
LAC’s music ministry is that it freely joins professionals 
with amateurs and draws in the surrounding community 
through collaborations with Larchmont Music Academy 
and the Westchester Chorale. We do not passively listen 
as at a concert, but fully participate in raising our joyful 
sounds to God through worship. Your generous stewardship 
provides for all of this.

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on the earth, where moth and rust 
consume, and where thieves break in 
and steal; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust consumes, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also...‘No one can serve 
two masters; for either he will hate the 
one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and mammon.

  - Matt 6:19-21, 24

“

”

A generous person will prosper; 
whoever refreshes others will be 
refreshed. 

- Proverbs 11:25

“
”

Command those who are rich 
in this present world not to be 
arrogant nor to put their hope 
in wealth, which is so uncertain, 
but to put their hope in God, who 
richly provides us with everything 
for our enjoyment. Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share. In this way they 
will lay up treasure for themselves 
as a firm foundation for the 
coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life. 

 - 1 Timothy 6:17-19

“

”

As Jesus looked up, he saw the 
rich putting their gifts into the 
temple treasury. He also saw a 
poor widow put in two very small 
copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he 
said, “this poor widow has put in 
more than all the others. All these 
people gave their gifts out of their 
wealth; but she out of her poverty 
put in all she had to live on.

 - Luke 21:1-4

“

”
I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain 
friends for yourselves, so that when 
it is gone, you will be welcomed into 
eternal dwellings. 

- Luke 16:9

“
”

LAC: An Active Community in Ministry



Larchmont Avenue Church    
60 Forest Park Avenue 
Larchmont, NY 10538 
914-834-1800

www.lacny.org

Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. And God is able 
to bless you abundantly, so that 
in all things at all times, having 
all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.

- 2 Corinthians 9:7-8

“

”
Above all, love each other 
deeply, because love covers 
over a multitude of sins. Offer 
hospitality to one another 
without grumbling. Each of you 
should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace 
in its various forms. 

- 1 Peter 4:8-10
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”


