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I. 

Confirmands: this sermon is written for you.  Congregation: you’re invited to 
listen in.  Hopefully there’s some stuff in here for you, too. 
 

Confirmation isn’t graduation.  This is something that us pastors feel very 
strongly about.  This day, the day of your confirmation, doesn’t signify that you are 
done here.  We expect you to join us here in worship, even as soon as next week.  We 
expect to see you back here in the classrooms and halls and very life of the church… 
we expect to serve with you, to learn with you and to learn from you. 
 

And yet I wouldn’t be completely honest if I didn’t say that this day of 
confirmation does resemble a graduation.  Your confirmation marks the conclusion 
of a formal period of learning about God, Jesus, the Bible, the church…of reflecting 
on your own faith and experiences…of spending time in service and in fellowship 
with one another, with your pastors and your faith partners.  You wrote a final 
paper that was presented to members of Session, we are marking this conclusion 
with a public ceremony, and your families have gathered to mark this special 
occasion with you.  
 

So it’s only fitting that this day of confirmation includes a graduation speech 
of sorts, a launching point for this next chapter of your faith journeys. 

 
II. 

Now, graduation speeches typically offer wisdom; a healthy dose of optimism 
about the future that is in store, balanced with the recognition that life will throw 
curveballs our way; and a charge or a challenge to all those present, not just to the 
graduates.  

 
 And our readings this morning from Proverbs and Paul’s letter to the 

Romans do this as well. 
 
Our reading from Proverbs is about wisdom itself—Wisdom, herself, actually.  

The author uses the image of a woman calling out to anyone who can hear her in the 
middle of the public square, affirming that she is the oldest of God’s creations and 
that she was present for the very formation of the heavens and the earth.  In other 
words, she’s been around for a long time and knows what she’s talking about.  And 
this ancient wisdom is God’s delight, celebrating always before God and the gifts of 
creation and humanity. 

 
Wisdom beckons us to learn and to listen, to pay attention, not only here at 

church but in the entirety of our lives.  God’s wisdom—God’s truth—isn’t confined 



to church, to Scripture, or even to Christianity—it is found in the world’s religious 
traditions, in the natural sciences, in philosophy and psychology and art’s attempts 
to grasp the meaning and mysteries of life.1       

 
Confirmands, in this next chapter, keep learning and listening.  Keep reading 

the stories of the Bible; keep paying attention to the ways that God shows up in your 
life, especially in the places that you’d least expect.  And don’t discount this tradition 
because it is old and seemingly outdated.  Admittedly, parts of it are…but a lot of it 
isn’t.  There’s a reason this has managed to make it through the millennia—and 
that’s because there’s wisdom here, wisdom that stands the test of time, wisdom 
that transcends dogmas and disciplines, wisdom that can only come from God.   
 
III. 
 In writing his letter to the church in Rome, Paul introduces what many see as 
the center of Paul’s theology—the idea of justification by faith.  For Paul, justification 
is about our reconciliation to God because of God’s grace.  David Lose describes it 
this way:  
 

Justification is nothing less or more than the promise that God accepts 
you as you are not because of who you are or what you have done, not 
because of what you might become or do, not because of who you 
have promised to be or what you have pledged to do, but that God 
accepts you because that’s who God is and what God does—justify the 
ungodly in order that we might know peace and turn in love to extend 
the same grace, mercy, and acceptance to those around us.2 

 
We are whole in God’s sight…so now what? 
 

There was a man named Dietrich Bonhoeffer who lived in Germany during 
Hitler’s rise to power.  Bonhoeffer wrote a book called The Cost of Discipleship, in 
which he talked about the difference between what he called “cheap grace” and 
“costly grace”.  Cheap grace is “grace without discipleship”—it is taking grace as a 
given and not as a gift.  Costly grace, on the other hand, transforms us and our lives.  
It shapes our actions and decisions and calls us to follow Christ by living our lives 
patterned after his.      

 
Faith is more than intellectual belief, or even trust, for Paul—having faith is 

pledging loyalty…it is living within a covenant, and living this covenant within a 
community.  Bonhoeffer echoes this when he writes about costly grace.  And they 
both call us to seek a deeper peace with God by intentionally cultivating 
relationships with God and one another.     
  

                                                        
1 from Shirley Guthrie’s Christian Doctrine (Richmond: CLC Press, 1968), 68-69. 
2 David Lose, (http://www.davidlose.net/2016/05/trinity-c-shh-dont-mention-the-trinity/) 



 Confirmands, in this next chapter, let the faith that you profess today be a 
guide as your life continues to unfold, but more than that, may this faith manifest 
itself in the very way that you live your life.  Pray.  Serve.  Love.  Look around—
where are there people who are hurting, and how can you bring God’s care to them?  
Look around—where are there people whose voices have been silenced and whose 
stories have not been heard, and how can you show them God’s welcome and 
embrace?  Look around—where are the people and places in need of peace, and how 
can you bear witness to the deep peace of God?     
 
IV. 

This justification is good news—great even.  Nothing can separate us from 
the love of God. 

 
But chances are good that there will be days and weeks and maybe even 

seasons when God seems distant, and God’s love seems absent, and God’s justice 
seems completely out of whack.  

 
In our reading from Romans, Paul writes that “suffering produces endurance, 

and endurance produces character, and character produces hope…”.  New 
Testament scholar Margaret Aymer reminds us that the widespread suffering of 
Christians at the hands of the empire wasn’t a reality in Paul’s day.  She says that the 
communal suffering that the church in Rome faced was more along the lines of 
social dishonor and conflict because they were joining this new movement that 
accepted Gentiles and affirmed that Jesus was the Messiah.3  Their suffering, in other 
words, was on account of their choice to follow the teachings and ways of Jesus, to 
the point that it strained their relationships with their families and the community 
at large.  Their suffering was the result of practicing costly grace.  

 
There is wisdom here for us, whether our suffering is also on account of our 

faith and beliefs, or just part of the ebb and flow of life.  
 

This past week, Sheryl Sandberg, Facebook’s chief operating officer, gave the 
commencement address at the University of California at Berkeley.  In it, she spoke 
about the sudden death of her husband last year and what she has learned in the 
aftermath of his passing. She told the graduates that the key to cultivating resilience 
is finding and experiencing gratitude in the midst of grief, and that “It is the hard 
days—the times that challenge you to your very core—that will determine who you 
are.  You will be defined not just by what you achieve, but by how you survive.” 4 
 

There will be times in our lives in which we suffer loss, in which we face 
adversity.  You can’t always get what you want.  You won’t always succeed.  The 

                                                        
3 Margaret Aymer’s Exegetical Perspective on Romans 5:1-5 in Feasting on the Word, Year C Volume  
4 Sheryl Sandberg, “It’s the hard days that determine who you are” 
(https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/2016/05/16/hard-days-that-determine-who-you-
are/3R5MODlB8w8QcDt8X8BlEO/story.html) 



world is not always fair.  People you love will get hurt or sick or die.  This is 
inevitable—there is suffering in life. 

 
So confirmands, in this next chapter, as you continue to learn and live a life 

shaped by your faith, trust that these things will begin to create a depth within 
you—a well that can sustain you when all else seems to fall away, when life doesn’t 
make much sense, when plans change or loss consumes.  Trust that God is with you, 
even when you can’t feel God’s presence.  I can’t tell you that all suffering has 
meaning—it doesn’t.  And this is where wisdom kicks in, because sometimes, as Paul 
writes, “suffering does produce endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope…”.  It might take days and weeks and maybe even seasons 
to recognize it growing within you…it is a slow journey.  So hold on to hope, and 
buckle up for the ride.           
 
V. 

 
It is fitting that this Confirmation Sunday is also the Sunday that we are to 

celebrate the Trinity—God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…God as Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustainer.  This doctrine of the Church—this doctrine that we all 
professed in the Apostles’ Creed—came out of the earliest believers’ attempt to 
describe their experiences of encountering God’s presence in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus, as well as in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

We are meant to experience the Trinity—we are meant to experience this 
relational nature of God, not just give it a name—and on this Confirmation Sunday, 
this is my hope and prayer for the confirmands and for all of us as well. But in order 
to do this, and in order to seek wisdom, to live faith-shaped lives, to endure in the 
face of loss and adversity, we must have open hearts, ready to receive the love that 
God pours into them, as Paul so beautifully writes. 
 

And so, I’m borrowing these words from Jan Richardson, to bless us on our 
way: 
 

Like a cup 
like a chalice 
like a basin 
like a bowl 

 
when the Spirit comes 

let it find our heart 
like this 

 
shaped like something 

that knows how to receive 
what is given 

 



that knows how to hold 
what comes to fill 

 
that knows how to gather itself 

around what arrives as 
unbidden 
unsought 

unmeasured 
love.5 

 
Brothers and sisters, confirmands, friends—may it be so.  Amen. 
 
 

                                                        
5 Jan Richardson, “Poured Into Our Hearts: A Blessing for Trinity Sunday” 
(http://paintedprayerbook.com/2013/05/20/trinity-sunday-poured-into-our-
hearts/#sthash.izHlwwhq.dpuf) 


