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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

 Everyone Engaging the Entire Community for 

Christ 

 

 
 
Colossians 3:12-14 
 
“Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.” 

 
February has often been associated with LOVE. Of course we have valentine’s day 

where we recognize our loved ones… those who are nearest and dearest to us! We 
show them love and affection and give thanks for the love that God has blessed us with 
through them.  

 
But February is not JUST about love. It’s also about cleaning! February comes 

from the name of an old Roman festival called Februalia or Februatio – this was the    
Roman festival of purification and cleansing! So if you’ve ever heard of “Spring       
cleaning” now you know where we got this idea from, the ancient Romans! It is the 
time once a year where everyone gets together and makes things look like new. 

 
So what do love and purification have in common? 
FORGIVENESS! 
 
The thing that ties this all together is forgiveness. God showed us His love by 

sending His son Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. He sent Jesus to be our savior and 
make us new, clean, and pure in the eyes of God the Father. Jesus performed the         
ultimate act of love and through this He gave us the most blessed gift of                         
all – forgiveness from our sins.  

 
This February, I encourage all of you to think about Paul’s words in Colossians. 

Put on LOVE. But don’t leave it at that generic word. Love is an action. Let’s forgive one 
another just as Christ first forgave us. And let us love one another, just as Jesus taught 
us to. 

 
Blessings on your February, and your Spring cleaning! 
Pastor Matt 
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FEBRUARY Wedding Anniversaries 

 
May the Lord Bless your Marriage 

 
Leona & Frank Gustafson  Feb. 16 
 65 years 
 

Beverly & Stanley Anderson  Feb. 24 
 54 years 
 
 

 

 
Love doesn't make the  

world go ’round. 
Love is what makes 
the ride worthwhile.                                                       

 
 
 

 

 

FEBRUARY GREETERS 

 

FEBRUARY 6th 

Chet Hiestand 

Judith Cohrs 

 

FEBRUARY 13TH 

Gloria Graham Smith 

Cherie Weber 

 

FEBRUARY 20 

Karen DesJardens 

Chet Hiestand 

 

FEBRUARY 27 

Gloria Graham Smith 

Chet Hiestand 

 

If you would like to be 

A Sunday Morning Greeter 

Please contact Gloria  

At the Church Office 

 
 

1 Corinthians 13:13 
 
“So now faith, hope and love abide, 
these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.” 
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 THANK YOU………… 
 

Kent Middleton 
 

Woody Bloom 
 

And anyone else who has 
been gracious to plow and shovel 

the snow. 
 

The Trustees appreciate 
all of your help.  If I have 
missed anyone who has 
helped, please know that 

we the Trustees appreciate anyone 
who helps to take care of St. Paul’s 

Campus. 
 
 

At this time, we also want 
To extend our thanks to the 
Men who took care of our 

lawn mowing job this past season. 
 

Without people who care about 
Our Church and School, 

the Trustees could not take care of 
everything. 

 
Blessings to all of you……… 

 
Gloria Graham Smith 

Dorothy Stelter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/YOUTH GROUP 
 

Sunday school continues to use the Enduring 
Faith bible curriculum from Concordia Publishing. 

  
On January 9th we had a Happy Birthday Jesus 
celebration and watched a movie on the birth of 
Jesus. We will watch movies from time to time to 
help keep the children interested and to go with 
the church calendar.  
 

Youth Group 
The Youth Group is having a spaghetti supper/
dinner fundraiser on February 12th to help raise 

funds for them to attend the National Youth 
Gathering in Houston, July 9th-13th.  

 
Menu   

Spaghetti (with or without meatballs), Salad 
(ranch or Italian dressing), bread/butter, drink, 
and dessert.  

 
Adults $10.00, children under 12 $5.00 and       
children under 3 free.  

 
This is a dine-in or carry-out. Hours 4-7 pm in 
the school gym.  
 

Please help support a great group of young    
people and enjoy a good meal and fellowship.  



4 

 

 

IT’S TIME FOR  CHANGE! 

I have been a member of St. Paul’s since I was five years old in 1960.  I attended St. Paul’s elementary school through eighth grade. 

My dad taught at St. Paul’s from 1960  to 1985 and remained at St. Paul’s until he and my mom moved to Wisconsin in 2010 to live 

in a very nice 55 and older facility near my brother. Unfortunately, my dad passed away in 2018 at the age of 97 (2 months shy of 98). 

My mom still lives up there. It scares me that I will be 67 in May. Time really flies.  

I  remember the 1960’s and 1970’s when weekly attendance at Church was around 800 between two services and there were more 

than 1000 members and finances were not an issue. And we put up extra chairs along the outer aisles for Christmas Services. There 

were more than enough people willing to serve on boards and volunteer. Then as time went on things began to change. I know these 

changes relating to faith and belief are country and worldwide. Ultimately in 2016  the school had to close.  

When I say it is time for change I don’t mean to change what we believe or what the Gospel teaches us. The Lord has sent Pastor Matt 

to us so that we can once again grow and spread the Lord’s word. If we stay the same we will not survive. We need to rethink how we 

do things and adjust to the current society and  world. Don’t think of St. Paul’s as your church because it is the Lord’s and he wants us 

to spread his word to the community. We need not to stress over money but rather try to change things to serve Jesus and the Lord 

more effectively and he will watch over us.  

Some  things that we  can do are as follows: 

Church Structure – Our current organization has 49 positions of which five (10%) are vacant.  Very important  positions  such as the 

Congregation Secretary and Treasurer are vacant. The current structure was designed for a Church of over 1000 members. We need to 

look at the bylaws and adopt a structure that meets our needs as we now have less than 400 members.  

Evangelism – Evangelism is different from the  old days. We need to  form personal  relationships with potential new members or 

folks in the Community. There is an “Evangelism” class being proposed to help us better understand how to introduce the community 

and potential members to the faith. 

Fundraising – Money is important to the future of St. Paul’s but we need people to want to give because they believe and see they are 

supporting good things. 

Community Outreach – Going door to door is no longer an effective way  to spread the word. It is a turnoff to many. Instead we need 

to have activities which members of the community are interested and participate in. We already do some of this but we  can do much 

more.  

I know I am coming toward the  end of my time here on earth (hopefully not too soon) and I am excited that my grandsons Barrett and 

Everett come to Church and Sunday School each week. They greatly love Sunday school and I wish there could be more children to 

benefit from it.  I hope that St. Paul’s will be their spiritual home for years to come.  

 

FINALLY, WE NEED TO STOP THE NEGATIVITY ABOUT NEW THINGS AND WAYS OF DOING THINGS AND SUPPORT 

OUR PASTOR AND THE BOARDS.  

 

Mark Becker – January 2022 
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Trustees Report 
 

Each month the Trustees  will let you 
know what it cost to run St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church and School.   
 
December Trustee Expenses 
 
Gas                             4322 
Boiler repair                333 
Water                          113 
Garbage                      122 
Insurance ( com.)     5709 
Security                       669 
Roof repair                1982 
Electric                      1214 
Organ tuning             1750 
 Total                        16,214 
 
 
January Trustee Expenses 
 
Water    $ 81 
Paper Recycling   121 
Snow Plowing    995 
Garbage     121 
Boiler Repair    333 
Ice Machine  1548 
Electric   2124 
Comcast     266 
Gas    3614 
 
 
 
The Trustees welcome                    
William Bellamy to our group. 
We know he will be an asset to our 
board. 
 
Gloria Graham Smith 
Dorothy Stelter 
Jim Des Jardens 
Chet Hiestand 
Diane Goers 
William Bellamy 
 

THE 2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
are available for pick-up on the south    
countertop in the Narthex. 

THE 2021 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES are 
in the Narthex.  All envelopes are in         
alphabetical order.  Please pick your         
envelopes up. 

Thank you to all who shared their          
monetary blessings with St. Paul’s in 20201 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

WORSHIP FOR 
SHUT-INS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are unable to attend church 
for any reason, please tune in on 
your TV and watch Worship for 
Shut-Ins.  You will have to check 
your local listings. It is on Sunday 
mornings. 
 
This program is from 
The Lutheran Seminary –Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.  It is a complete church 
service with music, prayers, and a 
Sermon.  A different Pastor every 
Sunday.  I know you will like it if for 
any reason you cannot St. Paul’s. 
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ELDERS FEBUARY OFFICE REPORT                Joe Bova, Vice Chairman – Secretary of Elders 

Bible Study:  

Every Sunday we have Bible Study (ABS/Coffee Hour) in the gym starting at 9:00 AM Sharp! 

Come and have a cup of coffee or tea, a sweet roll, and enjoy a lively look at scripture & discussion! 

During the week – every Thursday we have Bible Study: 

At 7:00AM – Men’s Bible Study w/ Pastor Matt.  We have coffee waiting for you in the School Parlor. 

Then at 7:00PM – Women’s Bible Study w/ Jennifer Jacobs, that is held in the school classroom next to the school office. 

Communion:     Due to the Omicron Version of the Covid Virus we have begun offering Communion in-place in church.  When entering church please 

wear your mask for the health of all, pickup your Communion Cup & Bulletin and then enter into the Sanctuary.  Again, please social distance of at least 

6ft apart unless you are with Immediate Family.  We are not doing our normal Offering in the pews.  At the end of church please bring your Offering to 

the back of the Church Narthex and there will be a basket there for collection.    

Outdoor Service:  Please enter into the church lot, go to the church front doors, be greeted by an Elder & Usher, and get your Communion Cup, Bulletin, 

and give your offering.  

 

WEEKLY CHURCH & ABS/COFFEE HOUR ATTENDANCE: 

Date:                (Indoor)     (Outdoor)                        (Total)     (Coffee Hour) 

  

01/02/22      28   3  31 C  10 

01/09/22      45   7  52  13  

01/16/22      74             11                   85 C  20 

01/23/22      41               5                          46  14 

PTL!!! “C” = Communion Sunday 

WEDDINGS:  There were none for the month of December 

DEATHS:   

1-07-22 Darlene Seay funeral was held at Assumption Cemetery, Pastor Matt Officiated.1-07-22 Rudolf (Rudy) Selent funeral was held in Syracuse, 

Indiana1-2022 Dr Robert Biel funeral was held at Skyline Cemetery, Pastor Mat Officiated. 

BAPTISM: There were none for the month of Januar        

TRANSFER IN:  There were none for the month of January 

TRANSFER OUT: There were none for the month of January 

LAY READERS:   There will is a sign-up sheet on the lectern in the narthex for those (at least high school age) who are confident in their speaking skills 

to read our Sunday Old Testament and Epistle reading.  Sign up with your name and e-mail so I can e-mail you the readings to practice.  If you don’t 

have e-mail, leave your phone number. Several women & men have read – more readers are welcomed. 

Upcoming for February: 2/12/22: Spaghetti Dinner / Fund Raiser for the National Youth Gathering trip– Saturday in the Gym, Mark your calendars! 

2/14/22:  Valentine’s Day – Don’t forget to say “I Love You!” to Your Sweetie(s)! 

Brian Goers, Chairman of Elders      Joe Bova, Vice-Chairman & Secretary  

 

http://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95121909
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There will not be an Altar Guild article 
for the month of February -  the Altar Guild 
President is not feeling well. 
 
We pray that she will be able to give us 
an article in March. 
 
 
 
God Bless you and hope to see you soon! 
 

Ladye Allen, President of Altar Guild 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent’s Valentine’s Day Blessing 
 

God of all love, you brought us        
together as man and woman so that 
we might love each other and show 
your love to the world through the 

gift of the child(ren) you have given 
us. 

 
Help us to be loving and kind to one 

another each day of our lives. 
 

Bless our child(ren) with your love in 
our home and in every other place. 

 
May your love be shown to others, in 
our family and beyond the walls of 

our home. 
 

May all of us know the depth of your 
enduring love and be strengthened 
to share that same love that comes 
from you and is spread  throughout 

the world. 
 

Amen 

 
FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR 

 
To dedicate flowers on the  

 
Altar for February or any 

 
time of the year, please 

 
contact 

 
Marilyn Harris 

 
(708) 533-5467  

 
mailynharris030@gmail.com 
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1 2 
 
Presentation  
Of our Lord 

3 
Bible Study 
Men 7 AM 
 

Conf. 5PM 
6:30 PM 
 
Bible Study 
7 PM Ladies 

4 
 

5 
 

6  
5th Sunday  after 
Epiphany 
 

    Worship 10 AM 
Inside/Outside 
 w/communion 
 
Coffee Hour/SS/ 

Youth 9 AM 

7    
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 

10 
Bible Study 
Men 7 AM 
 
Conf. 5PM 
6:30 PM 
 
Bible Study 
7 PM Ladies 

11   

  
12  Youth 
Spaghetti 
Dinner 
4-7PM Gym 

13 
6th Sunday after 
Epiphany 
Worship 10 AM 
Inside/Outside 
 
Coffee Hour/SS/ 
Youth 9 AM 
 
 

14   
 
 

 
 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
 

17             
Bible Study 
Men 7 AM 
 
Conf. 5PM 
6:30 PM 
 
Bible Study 
7 PM Ladies 

18 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 7th Sunday after 
Epiphany 
 
Worship 10 AM 
Inside/Outside 
w/communion 
 
Coffee Hour/SS/ 
Youth 9 AM 

21  22 
 
 
 
 
 

23     
  

24             
Bible Study 
Men 7 AM 
 
Conf. 5PM 
6:30 PM 
 
Bible Study 
7 PM Ladies 
  

25 

 
 
 

26 
 

27 The               
Transfiguration 
Of our Lord 
Worship 10 AM 
Inside/Outside 
Coffee Hour/ 
SS/Youth 9 AM 

28 
  

 
 
 
 
 

    

FEBRUARY, 2022 

Sunday Worship 10 AM 
Indoors/Outside 
Church phone: 708-754-4493 
 

Pastor Matt: 517-604 0158 
 

SS/Youth lower level of school 
9AM 
Coffee Hour 9AM Gym 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Church Service 
Inside/Outside 
Masks Required 
 
Coffee Hour 
Bible Study 
9 AM—Gym 
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BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY 

Kurth, Kristine   Feb. 01 
Saltzmann, Deborah  Feb. 01 
Umland, Bonnie          Feb. 01 
Kalus, Anita           Feb. 04 
Jacobs, Jean   Feb. 05 
Porter, Ryan           Feb. 05 
Cook, Bryce           Feb. 06 
Cohrs, Judith   Feb. 07 
Melissa Metzger          Feb.10 
Heusmann, Russell            Feb.13 
Kerr, John   Feb. 13 
Stewart, Glenn   Feb. 14 
Debra Adomaitis  Feb. 15 
Emma Guenter   Feb. 16 
Porter, Shannon          Feb. 19 
Kregel, Ronald   Feb. 21 
Vinicky, Cynthia  Feb. 22 
   

 
                                                                                                                             

 

Happy Birthday to you, 
Happy Birthday to you,  

Happy Birthday to all of you, 
Happy Birthday to you. 

 
God’s Blessings to you, 
God’s Blessings to you 

God’s Blessings to all of you, 
God’s Blessings to you. 

 
 

Blessings to all 
of the above who 

are having a Birthday 
in February 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Special Birthdays 
 

Bonnie Umland                                                  
Ron Kregel                                                                                                                 
Jean Jacobs                                                    

 
 

                    

Blessed Birthday 
from Everyone at 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


