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Welcome to the First Northeast Baptist Church’s Youth Ministry. Thank you for allowing us to support you and 

your children during this important time in their lives.  Our church provides many opportunities for families to 

participate in our Youth Ministry.   

 

One of the distinct purposes of our youth ministry is to be a resource to parents as they raise their children in the 

ways of God. Each of our programs and ministries should be a blessing to you as a parent, whether it be small 

groups, athletic programs, Sunday mornings, outreach or prime time events. But let’s first make sure we’re on the 

same page on a few things.  

I want to start with what God has to say, and God’s intention is that you, as a parent, be the primary spiritual leader 

of your sons and daughters. God gives practical commands to parents in the Bible: 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with 

all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon 

your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 

home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and wh en you get 

up. Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.” - 

Deuteronomy 6:5-9 

“Train a child in the  way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 

from it.”- Proverbs 22:6 
 

         August 2015 

FNEBCnews 
 

"Value in Knowing Christ and Passion to Make Him Known" 

  
 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Deut%206.5-9
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Prov%2022.6


 

 
 

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord.”- Ephesians 6:1-4 

 

Each of these commands assumes that parents have the responsibility to raise their sons and daughters in the ways of 

God. Therefore, our youth ministry is not intended to replace what the Bible commands for parents. In other words, 

if you are a believer in Christ and follow Him in obedience, God gives you the enablement to raise your children to 

follow God. I am inspired by so many parents who take this responsibility seriously here at First Northeast, and I 

know you will be too! 

 

My goal for our youth ministry is that it come alongside you, and serve as a catalyst for all students through 

collegiate level to take seriously the commands of Christ for themselves. One of the undeniable marks of our society 

is a distinct youth culture. In most ways, society sets low expectations for what this youth culture can do. Among the 

many epidemics we see in society today is a youth culture that is diametrically opposed to the Lord’s direction. 

 

And yet God is calling students to rise above these low expectations and be someone for God. In His eyes, they are 

accountable for themselves. Students are at a time in life where they are looking for increased significance, and 

looking for additional role models. They are actively investigating a core question that will impact them now and 

later, namely, “Does this faith stuff work for me?” Our society readily provides answers to this question that conflict 

with God’s answers. My desire is to help facilitate for families by providing God’s truth from the Bible on the big 

questions in life, and inspire students to choose God’s path for their lives, both now and in the future. My vision is 

to see synergetic youth programs breathe life into the parents and children to unite our congregation for future 

generations.   

 

Finally please know that your presence and service is welcomed and makes a huge difference in the lives of the 

children and the community.  Serving one or two Sundays a month is only a couple of hours per month, but can be a 

lifetime to our children. This ministry is impossible to run without the help & support of parents and volunteers. We 

need GIGS mentors; we need people for College and Young Adults; we need people for Children’s Church, Sunday 

School and Kingdom Kids; we need people for our big events; we need people behind the scenes; we need people to 

plan and serve food; we need you!! With all of these options, we can find a place where you can utilize your gifts 

and talents. As there are many opportunities for our students to be involved, there are many parent roles to be filled, 

too.   Parents, we invite you to… 

 

o PRAY… Pray for your teen. Pray with your teen. Pray for all the adult leaders and staff who teach, lead 

and spend time sharing the Word of God with our young people. 

 

o SHARE YOUR OWN FAITH STORIES with your teen. Share why your faith is important to you. 

Talk about the joys as well as your struggles and doubts in your efforts to live out your faith.  

 

o ENCOURAGE YOUR TEEN to honestly examine their faith, to seek and listen for God’s will in all 

areas of their life through regular prayer, reflection and time with Scripture. 

 

Let us pray together for this wonderful ministry in our church and for our students. 

 

 

 

Tony Davis 

Associate Pastor, Youth Ministry Coordinator 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%206.1-4
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ON GOD’S MISSION FOR THE NEXT GENERATIONS 
The Importance of Children's and Youth Ministry 

 
Is our church a family, or an orphanage? What is the difference 
between a family and an orphanage? The orphanage is usually 
characterized by one or two overworked staff trying to serve a 
group of underserved children. A family is characterized by 
parents and children who have responsibilities for the well-
being of the entire family. But why do we spend all of our time 
and all of our responsibility trying to depend on a few 
individuals to take care of all of the work of training children 
spiritually? 
 
No Blame-shifting 
 
I know firsthand how often the pastor or youth pastor and the 
church get blamed for parental failures. When I ask people why 
blame the pastor and the church, their response is: “Because it’s 
your church.” Well, technically and spiritually, that is not 
entirely true; the church is the people and it belongs to the 
people as much as to the pastor. As a family, we cannot shift 
blame on a few people who are working hard to take care of 
training children spiritually. Every member and every parent 
must take responsibility. 
 

Take Responsibility 
 
Parents should never leave the physical well-being of their 
children primarily to the church (the drop-them-off-in-the-
parking-lot syndrome), even moreso, parents should not leave 
the spiritual well-being, training and guidance of their children 
up to the church. Yes, parents are busy doing other things, like 
working long hours to provide for their family, which is their 
responsibility. However, this should not be an excuse for 
neglecting their responsibility to their children’s spiritual 
growth. 
 
The Necessity of the Family 
 
The family is necessary for success in the upbringing of children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The family is the first 
government God instituted. The family unit came before towns 
or countries and before churches, youth programs, basketball 
teams, or Facebook. God, after creating all the other things, 
immediately created the marriage partnership in which children 
are to be born and reared. 
 

Family (marriage partnership) is the picture of Christ and the 
Church, the portrayal of the Gospel. The family has the 
responsibility for the spiritual training of their children. Families 
also need the church to come alongside them to nurture their 
children, to provide Christian fellowships and friendships from 
like-minded families and to give complementary spiritual training. 
 
The Priority Goal 
 
The priority goal of the Church is to know, to love and to serve the 
Lord. To know God in salvation; to love Him in worship; and to 
serve Him by serving the Church and the world. This is the same 
priority goal in training children -- to train children and youth to 
grow into adults who know, love, and serve the Lord. 
 
What should parents do to train their children to know, love and 
serve the Lord? According to Deut. 6:4-9; Eph. 6:1-4, parents are 
to daily teach their kids God’s Word by guiding them toward 
recognizing the need to trust Christ, praying for and with them, 
reading the Bible together, encouraging Scripture memorization, 
explaining difficult words and concepts, discuss challenging 
questions, cultural events, and concepts with children, talking 
about the qualities of the Christian walk, and model a Christ-like 
attitude and walk in daily living. Yes, then they will live out God’s 
Word in everyday life. They will take their responsibility seriously. 

 
The Church’s Role 
 
What is the church family’s role? As a church family, our desire is 
to assist families with the teaching of God's Word to their children 
while they are at church, and to give families biblical principles 
and guidance for helping to spiritually nurture their children. Also, 
the church has some direct role in giving a child a sense of 
security, family, and nurturing that complements what families 
are doing in nurturing their children. What is important is the 
attitude of the church and the church leaders toward children. 
Here are some questions for us, as a church, to introspect on: 

 Does our church leadership really care about children?  

 Do we see the value in children’s ministry and provide the 
necessary resources to spiritually disciple children?  

 Do we occasionally visit children’s or youth ministry programs 
to give the lesson, answer questions, or simply greet the 
participants? 

 Do we make an effort to learn the names of the children, or do 
we know our teenagers who have been attending the church 
since birth, or do we know them only as "so-and-so's" 
children? 

 Do you volunteer to help with the children and youth? 

 
The Challenge 
 
I challenge every member of First Northeast Baptist Church to first 
see this church as one unit made up of many families. I also 
encourage the church leadership and members to see the 
importance of encouraging families, and to be the catalyst to 
begin the initiative. I want our church not to be an orphanage, but 
a family, with each and every one of us having some responsibility. 

 

Dr. Stephen S. Masolwa, Senior Pastor 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Ministry News 

I can’t tell you how excited we are to see our youth ministry moving forward since the end of May 

2015.  We culminated May with a Youth Extravaganza, “We Are The Champions 2015 Fellowship 

Banquet" Saturday, May 30, 2015, 6:00-8:00pm. Parents and students attended to celebrate and 

encourage our students' academic, scholar, extra-curricular and athletic achievements at all grade 

(pre-K - 12 grade) and collegiate levels. Our very own Chris Taylor, a recent Wake Forest 

University Law School Graduate, brought a message of encouragement to the students. We 

continued celebrating our students at a combined youth service on Sunday at 9:30am. Subject: 

"Don't Waste Your Life!" A sermon inspired by LeCrea. Many thanks to the College and Young 

Adult Ministry staff (CYAM) for the coordination and enthusiasm of this yearly event.   
 



 

Youth Happenings in the Month of June 
Cedine Bible Camp - We sent 23 students to Cedine Bible Camp during the week of June 8-13, (9 juniors) and June 

22-27, (14 teens).  Cedine Bible Ministry Camp was for middle school and teens with an exciting program packed 

with fun and games, including all of Cedine camp activities like: archery, animal stockade, horseback riding, 

canoeing, swimming, fishing, biking and crafts. Most importantly, the program is designed with crafts, music and 

speakers to help students understand God’s Word. They were inspired and challenged. Thank you to Audra Nelson 

for the great job coordinating this activity and the drives: Raymond Bell, Jerry Sumpter, William Haggwood, 

Kevin Belton, Art & Evalina Ramsey, Adam Esau, and Patrick Toland.   

 



 

Vacation Bible School – This year's theme "Jesus The True Superhero" Ephesians 6:11. This wonderful family 

event was held during the week of June 22 - June 25, 2015, 5:30-8:30pm. Each evening was packed with dinner, 

songs, classes and art and crafts. Thank you goes out to Renee Grazette and Quantina Haggwood who 

spearheaded this event. Also blessing to all the volunteers that helped with this event from teachers to the hospitality 

ministry.  We had an average attendance of 80 participants each night.    

 

Midlands Baptist Association Youth Conference – The MBA Youth Conference was held July 23 – 24, 2015.  

This is an annual conference for students of the twenty churches within the association.  This year’s theme was 

“Recapturing the Enthusiasm for Christ: Refreshed, Renewed, Restored” (Philippians 3:13-14, Colossians 3:23, 

Ephesians 6: 6-7.) The conference was hosted by New Ebenezer Baptist Church. On Thursday (7/23) the 

students through adults attended classes which culminated with a Talent Share. On Friday (7/24) students 

gathered at Ivy Lanes Bowling Center, Fort Jackson for a fun-filled night of food, bowling video games and 

fellowship.  First Northeast was recognized as having the second most in attendance during the conference. We 

ended our exciting four-day weekend with a spirit-filled Youth Service, “Jesus, Friend of Sinners” Mark 2:13-

17. Jesus became a friend to three young men that weekend - Saturday, Desmond Iggiozee and Sunday Theron 

Prescott and Isiah Guiler.  Praise God! 

 

Youth Happenings in July 



 

Ministry News 

Senior Usher Ministry 
Bro. Art Ramsey 

 
Date Events 

07/18/2015 Senior Usher Lunch Social at Ryan’s Restaurant,  
Two Notch Road, Columbia, SC. 

07/2015 Senior Ushers “Recruitment Initiative” resulted in nine (9) new members during the past year. 

 

Prayer Ministry 
Sis. Jeanette Ralph 

 
Importance of Prayer 
 Why are we commanded to pray? So we can stay strong to support our brothers and sisters and not be discouraged. 
 Why pray? Talk to God about our needs. Thank God for provision. We can receive peace (Philippians 4:6-7; I John 
15:14), And this is the confidence we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, he heareth us.  
 What if I don’t know what to say? Romans 8:26-27, Likewise the spirit also helps our infirmities, for we know not what 
we ought, but the spirit, itself maketh intercession for us. 
 Will God answer my prayer? John 15:7, If ye abide in me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it 
shall be done unto you. 
 Should I pray with and for my sisters and brothers in Christ? James 5:16, Confess your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 
 Corporate prayer is very important, it is a vital part to the strengthening of the local body. 

 

Women’s Ministry 
Sis. Janice Carter 

 
The FNEBC Women’s Ministry, coordinated by Sister Ashanti Keitt, met on Saturday, June 27th for their monthly 
fellowship. We opened with prayer and scripture followed by a great potluck breakfast. The topic of discussion 
was “What it means to be a Christian Woman Today.” We were led in an icebreaker that allowed us to get to 
know each other a little better. Then we participated in roundtable discussions to give our thoughts on questions 
such as “how do you get over past hurts?” or “why is it difficult to develop and/or maintain Christian 
relationships?” The conversations were lively and thought-provoking to the point that we extended our meeting! 
In the end, each woman filled out a “commitment card” giving a statement of how they plan to reach out to a 
younger woman in the church or community to encourage and strengthen that person in Christ. We pray that the 
woman of First Northeast and women in the community will continue to support these uplifting monthly meetings.  

 
 



 

Outreach & Servant Evangelism News 
Homeless Outreach 

Sis. Halestine Graham & Sis. Cynthia Betts 

 

As you may know there are many homeless men, women and children in Columbia. According to a 2011 study by 
the Midlands Area Consortium for the homeless (MACH) there were 1,621 homeless individuals in Columbia at that 
time and the population has grown. We are partnering with Friends of the Homeless to feed the homeless on 
Tuesdays. Prior to this month we were feeding about 200 people at Hope Plaza every Tuesday. The Outreach 
Team fed 100 homeless people every week in the month of July. The location has changed; however, the need 
remains the same. If there is ever a need in our congregation, we are available to assist those who may be in need 
of a meal. We are always in need of members to assist in the preparation and distribution of the meals served. We 
meet at the church every Tuesday afternoon. Please see Brother J.C. Hamilton if you can help in the preparation of 
the meals or Sister Cynthia Betts if you can help in distribution of the meals. We hope to return to Hope Plaza soon. 
As some of you may know the area is undergoing reconstruction. 

Community Outreach 

We bring forth a message of hope from the Lord through word, song and praise with the participants at the Family 
Shelter, Magnolia Manor and the Alston-Wilkes Home for Boys. In July, Brother Stan Kennedy brought the message 
to the residents of Magnolia Manor.  The residents in attendance enjoyed the program with enthusiasm.  The males 
at the Alston-Wilkes Home for Boys were very interested in our continuing the study on the Ten Commandments 
taught by Brother Melvin Carter.  They also expressed an interest in attending a worship service at FNEBC. The 
residents at the Family Shelter, especially the children, enjoyed Sister Betts’ presentation of David and the Saturday 
meals provided. They asked if the Outreach Team can come more often.  Habla Español?  The Outreach Team is 
learning to say John 3:16 in Spanish to assist the Hispanic Church to reach the Hispanic Community in the 
Northeast area.   

Upcoming Events 

Feed the Homeless: Every Tuesday meals are prepared at the church, then boxed and sent with Brother Yarrell for 
distribution. The preparation starts at 1: 30 p.m. with the plating of the trays of food at 4:30 p.m.  Please see Brother 
Hamilton if you would like to participate in these activities.  
Neighborhood Evangelism: We participated in an evangelistic events with the Hispanic Church. The next event is 
August 29th and if you are interested please let a member of the Outreach team know. 
Family Shelter: August 22, 2015, we met at the church at 4:00 p.m. and departed for the Shelter at 4:30 p.m. 
The Annual Clothing and Other Items Giveaway will be held on September 19, 2015 in the church parking lot.  
Gently used clothing and other items will be collected until September 11, 2015. Please donate and be a blessing to 
someone. 
Thanksgiving Community Dinner is Thursday November 26, 2015. Please watch for volunteer opportunities - 
Vegetables, Desserts, Preparation of Food, etc.  Minister Davis and the Youth Ministry will assist with the 
Thanksgiving Day event.  
Thanksgiving Baskets: We will also be collecting non-perishable items for our annual Thanksgiving basket 

outreach. We will be accepting names of those who may need a Thanksgiving Basket in November. 
Angel Tree is coming so look for an opportunity to donate a gift to a child in need who has an incarcerated loved 
one and needs a blessing from you. 
 

Place Date:   

Alston-Wilkes Sept 5th Nov 14th Dec. 12th 

Magnolia Manor Sept 26th Dec 6th  

Family Shelter Oct 24th Dec. 5th  

  

 



 

Marriage Enrichment Ministry 
Dea. Richard & Sis. Leola Wilson 

‘Fireproofing Your Marriage’                     
 
This year’s theme “Fireproofing Your Marriage” was a huge success during our Annual Retreat held in 
February.  For the past six months on 3rd Sundays, couples met and participated in additional teachings 
using the theme topic as we identified those potential fires and expounded on biblical principles as ‘fire 
extinguishers.   
 
Fireproofing I & II – Discussion of practical methods of dealing with existing fires, handling marital conflict, 
preventing fire emergencies, and “Fighting Fire With Fire” (Keeping the Flame Lit In Your Marriage). 
Includes discussion on restoring romance and sexual intimacy according to God's design.  
 
Date Night – More than twenty-two couples came out for a fun and exhilarating afternoon of bowling or was 
it the pizza (hmmm).  Other church family members later joined couples for an early dinner at Lizard’s 
Thicket.  Lots of couples sharing games as we shared some ‘down memory lane’ questions.  A huge success 
attributed to the amazing coordination and team spirit displayed by our Activity Coordinators, Bro. Melvin & 
Sis. Janice Carter---THANK YOU!!! 
 
On September 20th, we will end this year’s discussion with a wrap-up: conclusion and application session.  
Take-home accountabilities that couples can use to put the information to use.  Bro. Gordie (Sis. Dee) will 
facilitate this Bible Study along with guest speaker, Pastor Wigfall, Haskell Heights First Baptist Church.  

You are Invited to Join in the Fellowship! 

 
  

 

Featured Wedding Story! 

 “Judy and I had just gotten married on June 27th 1981 at 4:30pm in Barbados. Judy's father had 
volunteered to take us to the wedding reception. Some hours after the reception, my father-in-law left 
leaving us without a ride to our honeymoon house. With no ride and no father-in-law in sight, we had to 
improvise. Fortunately for us, the caterer truck was still around loading all of the leftover food from the 
reception. We knew that the truck was our ticket to home. 
 Judy, her grandmother, the driver, and a very large wedding dress, all piled into the cabin while I hung 
on the back of the truck like a rodeo cowboy. Needless to say, it was one of the most uncomfortable and 
bumpiest rides of my life. The driver took us to our honeymoon home and unloaded us and the food. Not only 
did we get a free ride but also several days’ worth of food. Luckily, there was no need to cook for the next 
couple of days. Thank you Lord.”   

 

FUN FACT:  Pastor Stephen sang & played on his guitar (“My Angel” - Malaika) to Sister Deb while they were 
dating.  Merv also serenaded Judy while courting her with his tenor voice and the famous guitar.  

Mervyn and Judy McClean shared an interesting story about their wedding day experience. 
 

Mervyn & Judy McClean 



 

Phase II Construction Update 
Sheila Crawford (SPOC) 

 
 
 

Progress Update 
 

Grading work will continue around the site. 

Curb installation is in progress onsite. 

Stone base for the asphalt paving is being installed. 

Final painting of the main level corridor is in progress. 

Sidewalk installations are in progress. 

Sanctuary - Main Floor carpet installed. 

Other Carpet installation in progress. 

Stair installations are in progress (Courtyard and Front Entrance). 

Site lighting (Parking Lot) installation is in progress. 

Elevator installation is complete. 

HVAC unit start-up is in progress. 

Exterior concrete work is in progress. 

Millwork installation is in progress. 

Ceiling tile installation is in progress. 

Floor Tile installation in progress. 

Front entrance and widow's walk stone/tile installation in progress. 

Site landscaping is in progress (Irrigation, Trees and Sod are being installed) 

Gutter, downspouts, and trim installations are complete. 

Bathroom Tile, Fixtures and Partitions are being installed. 

Overhead Wiring Inspection for upper/lower level connect completed and passed. 

 



 

A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO 

PRESENT 



 

 

 
Happy Belated Birthday/Anniversary Wishes to June/July Recipients.  

Happy Birthday/Anniversary to August Recipients 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Sept. 7th   – Labor Day (Church office closed) 
Sept. 13th  – Grandparents Day Picnic (Grateful Ones Ministry) 
Oct. 3rd  – Church Council 
Oct. 14th   – Quarterly Church Business Meeting 
Oct. 22-25 – Dedication Services 
 

HELP:  Ministry Leaders we need your cooperation in submitting 
newsworthy articles to share with the FNEBC family. . . . 

 

OUR SPOC AT WORK 


