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In This Issue 

The Bible teaches us about Jesus Christ.  In the Old Testament, Jesus Christ is 

predicted or promised and He is revealed in the New Testament as the Old 

Testament promises are fulfilled.  

What is the Gospel?  Mark introduces his book as “The beginning of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ as the Son of God” (v. 1). This is undoubtedly the theme of 

Mark’s book, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The gospel is the record of who He is, 

why He came into the world, what He came into the world to do, and what He is 

presently doing.  We learn about the practical implications of who He is and 

what He did for us. This book was written between A.D. 64 and before A.D. 70. 

Mark’s Gospel is anxious to unveil to us who Jesus is, what His mission was and 

how we are to respond to His call to follow Him. The Gospel is not about some 

religious program to accept nor the philosophy to adopt. The Gospel is a person 

and that person is Jesus Christ the Son of God.  

 In the first eight chapters, Mark focuses our attention on the power and 

authority of “the Son of God” who performs many mighty works. The second 

eight chapters reveal a Jesus with no less authority, but who is determined to 

take the lowly route of suffering and death in order to fulfill His saving mission.  

Come, let us learn more about “the Gospel”, Jesus Christ Himself and what He 

has done for us! 

 

Gospel of Mark 

 

May 2015 
 

"Value in Knowing Christ and Passion to Make Him Known" 

  

 



 

 From the Pastor... 

 
"This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, 

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 

whom I am chief."  

(1 Timothy 1:15 NKJV). 

  

 Dr. Stephen S. Masolwa, Senior Pastor 

 
Dear Friends, 
  
First Northeast Baptist Church’s 2020 Vision is: “GOD’S MISSION NOW AND INTO THE NEXT 
GENERATIONS”. This vision is about RELATIONSHIPS: being in a growing personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ; being built up in Christ through relationships with other believers; being 
active in promoting the gospel to unbelievers through relationships. It is my prayer that, as 
you read through this material, you will be encouraged to think of what and how you can 
invest in this vision now and for the next generations. 
  
Our Church’s vision: “GOD’S MISSION NOW AND INTO THE NEXT GENERATIONS” is rooted in 
the importance of investing in Gospel relationships for Gospel growth with our church serving 
as a launching pad for local and global outreach. As we continue to pray about our church 
family’s future, we are grateful for God’s guidance as He continues to provide us with 
opportunities for these relationships that reach far beyond our immediate geographical 
reach. We sense God is leading us in the direction of expanding His kingdom as people like 
you who support this vision with spiritual and financial stewardship. 
 
In less than twenty years, First Northeast Baptist Church will celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
We look forward to this exciting and noteworthy milestone with an ever-deepening sense of 
God’s goodness and a growing conviction that the best is yet to be. 
 
We are where we are now, in large measure, due to the unerring commitment to the Bible 
that has marked the leadership and membership of this church. We thank God for those who 
are no longer with us, but upon whose shoulders we stand. 
 
 
(Cont’d on next page) 



 

Phase II 

The vision of “GOD’S MISSION NOW AND INTO THE NEXT GENERATIONS” calls 
for changes in the way we relate to one another and the way we do ministry. We believe 
these changes will position us better to reach more families and develop all people into 
fully devoted followers of Christ by creatively leading and teaching families toward life 
change. We will see the fruit of these changes in the lives of many people. While transition 
and change can be difficult, it can also be good, healthy, and create positive momentum for 
our Church. I invite you to help us lead our people through these changes and direct them 
to our pastors and deacons to answer questions or help bring clarity.  We are excited for 
what God is doing and look forward to what He has in store next for our church and the 
ministry now and into the next generations.  We believe the best is yet to come! 

  
For the next generations! 
 

 

Stephen S. Maslowa, Senior Pastor 

First Northeast Baptist Church Family: 

  

Please join me in welcoming our new Church Office Administrative 

Assistant, Sis. Jackie Richardson. Sis. Richardson brings a progressive 

professional and administrative career experience to us.  She is an active 

member of the Ridgewood Missionary Baptist Church here in Columbia.  

 

We are blessed to have her join the church office staff and our church 

family.  Your cooperation, patience and support of her as she works to 

serve the Body is appreciated.                         

                                                                                                                                   

Pastor Masolwa 

 



 

Vacation Bible School 2015 
Jesus: The True Superhero 

June 22 – 25, 2015 

 

 
 

Note from the Youth Coordinator 

 

Minister Anthony Davis 

For over two decades, God has given 
First Northeast Baptist Church a vision 
for nurturing faith in children. We have 
had Children’s Ministry since the 
inception of our church. By His grace the 
vision will continue to evolve and grow 
until Jesus comes. 
 
We are excited that as a church, how 
much we value our children.  We believe 
that the youth ministry not only serves as 
a vehicle to reach out to our students’ 
spiritual needs, but we would want to 
work with parents in teaching children the 
way to God. As we move forward with 
our youth ministry we encourage parents 
to allow the youth ministry to assist 
parents with the responsibility of reaching 
our students for Christ.  As you know the 
family structure is falling apart all around 
us. At First Northeast Baptist Church, the 
youth ministry has been restructured and 
has strategically developed an action 
plan to D.E.F.E.N.D. the family by 
accomplishing the following:  

 
Disciple – We are committed to disciple 
families by showing individuals and 
families sound biblical principles on 
which to build their homes and help them 

establish it in their families. (Matthew 
28:18-20; Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians 
2:6). 
 
Equip – We are committed to equipping 
parents, especially men, to step into their 
God-given role as parents, fathers as 
priests, prophets and providers in the 
home, and in turn, to lead and teach their 
children in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord (Eph. 6:4; Titus 2:1-8). 

 
Facilitate – We are committed to “creating 
space” for families to spend time together 
(Ephesians 5:16). We encourage you to 
spend more time around your family table 
enjoying one another’s company, or 
engaging in Christian hospitality toward 
your neighbors. 
 
Encourage – Our desire is to uphold and 
encourage families to be all God wants 
them to be, since the strength of the 
church is dependent upon the strength of 
individual families (Deuteronomy 6:7; 
Ephesians 6:1-4). 
 
Nurture – We are committed to rally 
around families in times of rejoicing and 
times of mourning, nurturing them during 
 

 

the highs and lows of their 
experience. (Romans 12:15; 1 
Corinthians 12:26; Hebrews 
13:3). 
 
Duplicate – We have been 
blessed with many families 
that exemplify the best the 
biblical model has to offer.  
These families are not perfect, 
but they have gone “far 
enough down the road” to 
help others who are just 
starting out (Titus 2:1-5). 
 
I am looking forward to 
working with families as well 
as all our students. We have 
many upcoming family events 
coming soon. Please come 
out and join us!   
 

We would like to invite you to this year’s VBS. This year’s theme is 
designed to teach students to put on the whole armor of God, so that they 
will be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. (Ephesians 6:11)  The 
students will understand their potential in Jesus Christ to set spiritual, 
emotional, and physical goals that result in achieving success in their 
relationship with God and others. Four fun-packed nights for children 
through adults with singing, crafts, great biblical principles and application 
and just genuine family fun.  Classes include “Following God’s Plan, Praying 
for God’s Help, Protecting and Defending Others, and Sharing the Good 
News.”  It all gets started at 5:30pm with dinner until 6:15pm and ending by 
8:30pm. We are still looking for teachers and volunteers for serving dinner, 
clean up and general support.  Come Join Us!   
 



 

 

Booker T. Washington 

Success is to be measured not so 
much by the position that one has 
reached in life as by the obstacles 

which he has overcome while trying 
to succeed. 

  

 

  
"This is a true saying, to be 

completely accepted and believe: 
Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners. I am the worst of 
them."  

(1Timothy 1:15 - GNB) 
  

 

 

 
 
 

Champion Dinner 
May 30, 2015 

 
The Youth Ministry presents: "We Are 
The Champions 2015 Fellowship 
Program" on Saturday, May 30, 2015, 
6:00-8:00 pm.  We would like to 
encourage families to come out and 
celebrate our students' academic, 
scholar, extra-curricular and athletic 
achievements at all grade and collegiate 
levels.  What a great time to 
acknowledge our students 
achievements throughout the year. 
 
 

 

Spotlight on FNE Youth 
 

Cedine Bible Camp 
 

Cedine Bible Camp is a place to have fun doings things you normally 
cannot do at home like horses, archery, swimming, and canoeing, not 
to mention the new friends you will make. Even more importantly 
students will be challenged and taught God’s word. This year our 
theme is “Unashamed” from Romans 1:16.    
 
Junior Camp is for boys and girls ages 8-12. Junior Camp (10 
students) June 8-13 - Speaker – Lamont Gaston 
 
Teen Camp is for boys and girls ages 13-18. Teen Camp (13 
students) June 22-27 - Speaker – Roger Skepple, II 
 
Please mark all articles of clothing with camper’s name. 

 
WHAT TO BRING:  
 
Bible and pencils (camp book will be provided). Comfortable and 
casual clothes and shoes including long pants and closed toe shoes 
jacket, raincoat, and flashlight, toilet articles: toothbrush, toothpaste, 
soap, comb, deodorant, lotion, washcloth, and towels. Linens:  a twin 
sheet set and a blanket or a sleeping bag, and pillow; Money for camp 
balance, souvenirs, missionary offering, and snack shop. Any 
necessary medications in original containers. Signed and completed 
medical and permission form. 
 

WHAT NOT TO BRING: 
 
Alcoholic beverages, drugs, fireworks, food, guns, knives, pets, 
snacks, or tobacco. Food is not allowed in cabins. Electronic devices 
including CD players, cell phones, iPods, mp3 players, pagers, radios, 
TV’s, etc. Campers are not allowed to have electronic devices during 
camp. Any electronics that are brought must be turned in at the time 
of registration. There will be a $25 fee charged for electronics that are 
not turned in. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jazmine Camille Robins: Daughter of Zachary 
& Belinda Robins. Upon graduation from Ridge 
View High School, she plans to attend Coker 
College in Hartsfield, SC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Graduates 
This year's Joint Baccalaureate service was held at Spring Valley 

Presbyterian Church on May 13, 2015 at 7:00 pm.  
 

Leslie Snider was the collegiate speaker representing First Northeast. 
 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Raven Janaya Ballard: 
Daughter of Daryl & Jacqueline 
Ballard. Upon graduation from 
Ridgeview High School, Raven 
plans to attend The College of 
Charleston - major in Early 
Education to pursue a career in 
teaching at the elementary level. 

 

 

Evan Isaiah Davis: Son of 

Clint & Rana Davis. Upon 

graduation from Richland 

Northeast High School, Evan 

hopes to pursue a degree in 

finance/financial planning and 

play collegiate soccer at a South 

Carolina college. 

 

Tyler Zerell Hall: Son of Dee & 
Gordie Prescott and Zerell & 
Mary Hall. Upon graduation from 
Blythewood High School 
Tyler’s plans after graduation are 
to attend Midlands Technical 
College to begin his studies, later 
transferring to the University of 
South Carolina to finish out his 
degree in the area of Fashion 
Merchandising. 
 

Eseosa Desmund Igiozee: Son 
of David & Sally Igiozee. Upon 
graduation from Spring Valley 
High School, Eseosa has been 
accepted to U.S.C. Beaufort to 
study Biology in the fall of 2015. He 
plans to graduate with a biology 
degree and after that, pursue 
doctorate degree in Physical 
Therapy. He plans to settle in 
Columbia and practice his 
profession after his doctorate 
education by God's Grace. Staying 
in Columbia will give him the 
opportunity to remain with 
FNEBC. 

 
 
Caleb Alexander McCullough: 
Son of Thomas McCullough. Upon 
graduation from Westwood High 
School, Caleb plans to continue a 
career in the Army; attend college 
while in the Army and get a degree 
for a career after the military. 

 

Sidney Tyler Tate: Daughter of 
Chantelle and Chris Tate. Upon 
graduation from Blythewood 
High School, Sidney will be going 
to the University of South Carolina - 
Aiken in the fall, majoring in 
political science. After graduating 
from USCA, Sidney will be 
attending law school in hopes of 
becoming an attorney, with her 
final aspiration of becoming a court 
judge. 

 



Happy Birthday & Anniversary to those of you who 

celebrated in May! 

 

To see this newsletter in its beautiful color, go to the 

church’s website (www.fnebc.org) 

 

We will bring you more exciting features, updates and 

news in future editions! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fnebc.org/


 

 

All is going well. We are still anticipating completion at the end of 
August. We are now in receipt of the Steeple (Praise God)! The Steeple 
arrived on Monday (5/11). They have now finished the roof installation in 
the back of the new Sanctuary (South Side).  
 
Progress Update: 
 
 Grading work will continue around the site. 
 Curb installation has begun onsite. 
 Prime and first coat painting has begun in the lower and main levels. 

 HVAC duct installation continues in the facility. 
 Fire sprinkler installation continues rear of the facility. 
 Metal decking has been installed on the rear roof. 
 Sanctuary platform framing continues. 
 Asphalt shingle installation is being coordinated for the rear roof 

structures.  

 Storefront frame installations are underway. 
 Light fixture installation is underway. 
 Electrical overhead rough-in installations are complete in the 

Sanctuary. 

 Sheetrock finishing continues in the main level. 
 Masonry work continues around the facility. 
 Stucco installations continue in the rear of the facility. 
 Fire sprinkler installations are underway in the Choir addition. 

Phase II – Construction Update 
 
 

  

 

Image 1: D-Line Installation Progress 

Image 2: Curb Installations 

Image 3: Rear Sanctuary Installations 

Image 4: Lower Level Progress 

Image 5: Main Level Corridor Progress 

Image 6: Courtyard Installation Progress 

BODY BUILDING PRAYER FOCUS  

  

1.   Love        7.   Goodness  

2.   Joy        8.   Faithfulness  

3.   Peace       9.   Humility  

4.   Long Suffering/Patience    10.  Self-Control  

5.   Forgiveness     11.  Compassion  

6.   Gentleness/Kindness    12.  Generosity/Hospitality  

 
  

 

Upcoming Events 

June 8-13  Camp Cedine #1 (ages 8-12) 

June 21 (Sunday) Father’s Day 

June 22-25  Vacation Bible School - 6:00 p.m. 

June 22-27  Camp Cedine #2 (ages 13-18) 

July 3 (Friday)  July 4th (Holiday Observed) - Church Office Closed 

July 11 (Saturday) Church Council Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

July 15 (Wednesday) Quarterly Church Business Meeting – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Ministry Leaders 

All Ministry Leaders are encouraged to submit any newsworthy updates for our 

August issue by July 31. Please submit your information to the Church 

administration office. 


