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* THE APOSTLES’ CREED            
                                          

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the                   
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he                    
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER           
                                          

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 

*THE CHORAL RESPONSE                 Canticle of the Turning  Rory Cooney  
 
 
 

*THE POSTLUDE                       Improvisation on MENDELSSOHN       Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield 

*THE DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION                        VENI EMMANUEL 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  praise God, all creatures here below; praise  
God, above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!  

THE OFFERTORY                                From Heaven Above — Var. 5                  Walter Pelz 

 
Soon the promises of prophet find fulfillment in God’s Word, resting in a lowly manger —
 Infant, King, Redeemer, Lord! Christ shall come with all his glory, Savior in Creation’s                 
story; Prince of peace, Emmanuel, soon in flesh with us to dwell; hearts will sing new songs 

of mirth, joyful in your humble birth.           (Text: Michael Morgan)  
  

*THE HYMN 12                                       People, Look East                  BESANÇON 
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* (The asterisk indicates parts of the worship when the congregation is invited to stand as they are able.) 

THE ANTHEM                                              O Magnum Mysterium        Ludovico Tommaso da Victoria 
O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the new-born Lord, lying in a  
manger! Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy to bear our Savior, Jesus Christ. Alleluia! 

THE SECOND LESSON                           James 5:7-10                    (page 217 in the pew Bible, NT) 

THE SERMON                                          “Patience”                                   Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                          Matthew 11:2-11            (page 10 in the pew Bible, NT) 

 
Thank you for making sure your cell phone is off during the worship hour. 

 
 

THE GATHERING                                                    Rev. Mathew Frease 
Leader:  The Lord be with you.                                                            
People: And also with you.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE PRELUDE                                            Sleepers,  Wake                          J. S. Bach  

         
*THE CALL TO WORSHIP                                          

Leader:   Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
People:   Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ  
  Jesus for you. 
Leader:   Do not quench the Spirit. 
People  Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to 
what   is good; 
Leader:  Abstain from every form of evil. 
People:   May the God of peace sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and  
  soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord 
  Jesus Christ. 
Leader:   Let us worship God!                -1 Thessalonians 5:17-23  

*THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 9         O Come, O Come, Emmanuel           VENI EMMANUEL  

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION             

“Do not be afraid, for I bring good news of great joy,” said the heavenly host.  And yet, 
sometimes we are afraid.  We forget that faith is the exercise of joy.  The hope and love of 
Christmas do not provoke in us great joy.  Our lives are not marked with joy, but with 
blasé attitudes about all manner of things.  We are blasé about our capacity to give.  We 
are blasé about what we have received from you, grace upon grace.  We fall prey to                   
feelings of scarcity rather than remarking and reveling in the generosity of our lives.  We 
forget joy.  So forgive us, we pray.  Remind us of how abundant our lives are.  And in                
reminding us, use us.  Use us to spread joy in all we do.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord we 
pray, Amen.  

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE    

              Susan and Mark Gilbreath 

Leader:  Jesus Christ is the light of the world.   
People:  The light of Christ enters the world bringing hope, love, joy and peace. 
Leader:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it.   
People:   May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in him, so 
  that we may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE (for examination of conscience and personal prayers of confession)  

THE CALL TO CONFESSION           

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE          Canticle of the Turning                               
From the halls of pow’r to the fortress tow’r, not a stone will be left on stone. Let the 
king beware for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne. The hungry poor 
shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn; there are tables spread; every 
mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. My heart shall sing of the day your 
bring. Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 

*THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                           
 

 
 

Leader:  The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 
People:            And also with you.  

 
 

 
 
 

 

THE CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH                                                                                     

(Visitors and members are invited to sign the blue friendship register pad and pass it down the pew.) 

*THE HYMN                                  Soon the earth will see the sunrise  MENDELSSOHN  
Soon the earth will see the sunrise, then the night will disappear; heav’n will ring with                    
Alleluias when the Son of God is here. From his Father’s home above, Christ  
will manifest God’s love; every realm of time and space by a star will see God’s 
grace, unadorned and undefiled in the beauty of a Child.   



                                        

                       December 17, 2017 

WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 

Welcome to worship at Morningside Presbyterian 
Church. 

Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, Senior Pastor will be 
our preacher and Rev. Mathew Frease, Youth 
Director, and Rev. Beth Waltemath,                            
Associate for Mission and Faith                                            
Development will be our liturgists. 

Large print hymnals and Bibles as well as hearing 
aids are available; ushers will gladly assist. 
Please complete the information in the  
Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass the 
pads down and back again during the Concerns 
portion of worship. 
Children are welcomed and encouraged in                
worship every Sunday. Worship bags for children 
can be found in the Narthex.   
Childcare for 0-23 months is in Room 105, and 
Room 012 for 2 and 3 year olds.  
Pre-K/K in room 001. 

 

YOUR PLEDGE IS NEEDED 
There’s still time to pledge. Every pledge counts            
towards planning for 2018 programs, salaries,                
mission, and maintenance. You can pledge online, 
place a pledge card in the offering plate, or email 
your pledge amount to our treasurer Bill Humphries 
(billh6848@gmail.com).  
 

ASSIST WITH CHILDREN 
Children of all ages are always welcome in worship, 
but we do offer childcare during our services for      
infants through kindergarten for those parents who 
wish it. We’re in need of volunteers to spend that 
time especially with our Pre-K/Kindergarteners. No 
planning is required—activities are provided and the 
main responsibility is play. Contact Mardee                   
Rightmyer (mrightmyer@morningsidepc.org) 
to volunteer so we can have enough helpers so no one 
has to miss worship every week.  
 

INTOWN COLLABORATIVE MINISTRIES 
MPC is collecting canned goods and other                          
non-perishable foods during worship each Sunday  - 
December 24 for ICM. We encourage the children 
and families to come forward during the service and 
place their items in a basket under the Christmas tree. 
A barrel will be placed in the stairwell for larger 
items and mid-week donations.   

MUSIC MINISTRY 
Our music ministry will be adding handbell players 
starting in January. Rehearsals are Thursday                  
evenings, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. starting Thursday,               
January 4. The handbells play during worship                  
service every six weeks. Please reach out to Jeff                 
Peters (jeffcpeters@gmail.com) or Jack Klotz 
(jacksklotz@gmail.com) to be a part of                       
Morningside’s handbell music ministry.  

SHEARITH ISRAEL’S  
WOMEN’S SHELTER 

Morningside is providing volunteers at Shearith              
Israel’s Women’s Shelter, Rebecca’s Tent., as part of 
our mission outreach program.  Volunteers serve 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. warming up the dinner meal 
(provided by other volunteers) and serving on paper 
plates as the women arrive from their daily work or 
job searches.  The kitchen is cleaned up before                 
leaving. The dates that we have committed to provide 
volunteers are Wednesday, January 10 - Sunday, 
January 14 and Wednesday, February 7 - Sunday, 
February 11.  Please sign up by posting your name/ 
e-mail address on the Mission Board.  You will                   
receive a reminder a week prior to your               
commitment indicating who is working with you, the 
SI street address, etc.  Men are welcome to serve              
also. Please e-mail Phyllis Grimes with questions
(grimes2230@bellsouth.net). Also, we will be 
collecting $10 gift cards (Walmart, McDonald’s) for 
Valentine gifts for the homeless women in January.   

 

ELDER ON CALL:  Jeff Peters 

DEACON ON CALL: Tish Woolley  

USHERS: Curt Barrett, Beth Fain, Callie and David Stewart 

GREETERS: Cindy Humphries, Ellen Landers, Nancy Hamilton and Nancy Collins 

COUNTERS: Joe Ballay and Jeff Peters 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION HOST: Gail Kitchens  

NURSERY: Betsy Holland 

TWOS/THREES VOLUNTEER:  Kimberly and Anna Nuckols 

PRE-K AND K:  tbd 

FELLOWSHIP:  Deacons – Tish Woolley, MPC Human Resources Committee assisting  

 

Keep in your prayers... 
Rachel Baldhoff (Mardee Rightmyer’s sister) 

Sue Blouin   

Andrew Brady (Gwyn Brady’s brother) 

Richard Breiter (Aaron Shepherd’s grandfather) 

Nancy Cunningham 

Pat Dumbleton (Austin Davis-Selph’s aunt) 

Chuck Fishpaw (Brenda Fishpaw’s son) 

Terri Healey (Ward Howell’s cousin)  

Billy Jones (Melissa Lawson’s father)  

Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson 

Dr. John Kusel (Lester Morris and Baron Mullis’ friend)  

Lange family  

Bebe Libby (Kasey Libby’s mom) 

Jan McMahan   

Ted McMahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brandon Odom 

Ray family  

Bev Reed   

Beth Klotz Von Seggern (Jack Klotz’s sister)   

Marlie Ann Senf  

Kathy Shaw (Mathew Frease’s aunt) 

Kimball Sweatt (Frampton family friend) 

Mary Turner (Sanda Means’ mother)   

Evelyn Wimberly (Nancy Frampton’s  

ex-mother-in-law)   

 

Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.         - Philippians 4:6-7 
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At-

  

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages/New Members’ 
Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Young Adult Luncheon 
6 p.m. Youth Group 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon. Arts and Crafts Guild 
2 p.m. Cooking Guild 
6 p.m. Session 
7 p.m. Mandolin Society 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
5 p.m. MLPA 
6:30 p.m. Weight Watchers 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast (offsite) 
9 a.m. MPP 
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Third Thursday Theology 
7:30 p.m. Handbell Choir 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 

9 a.m. MPP 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
3 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
6 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. The Music of Christmas 
8 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

ADULT FAITH DEVELOPMENT AT MORNINGSIDE 
The Adult Faith Development class, led by Jane Stack, read and discussed the lectionary chosen for the worship   
service, following the Lectio Divinia method of reading scripture.   

            FAITH FORMATION FOR FAMILIES 
This morning, Dr. Mindy McGarrah Sharpe, Associate Professor of Practical Theology in Pastoral Care at         
Columbia Theological Seminary, returned to discuss how our personal perspectives on God had to account for 
formative life experiences.  

CHILDREN 
Children watched The Little Troll Prince, an animated story of the true meaning of Christmas.  There will be 
NO 9:45 a.m. classes for any age group on December 24 or December 31.  
 

  REGISTRATION FOR 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR AT MPP 
Early registration opens Tuesday, January 16 for returning students, siblings and church members.  The 
application form is available to be printed from the website (lower left of MPC homepage) and turned in 
with $100 registration fee to Director Melinda Sandkam no later than Friday, January 26.  Registration 
then opens to the community on Thursday, February 1.  The final group tour is on Friday, January 12 
at 9:15 a.m. RSVP to Melinda at mpp@morningsidepc.org or contact her for an individual tour. 

THIS WEEK AT MORNINGSIDE 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES COMING SOON 
On Sunday December 24, Morningside will worship God in the 
morning with our traditional 11 a.m. service.  At 4 p.m., our 
family-friendly early service will hail Christ’s birth with story and 
song. The doors open at 7 p.m. for our well-loved service of                  
Lessons and Carols at 8 p.m., with a prelude of holiday music  
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Childcare will be available at all three                 
services. No classes will be held for any age group during the 9:45 
to 10:45 a.m. hour on Sunday, December 24 or the 31st.  
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