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*THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*THE SOLO RESPONSE                        Song of Simeon  NUNC DIMITTIS  

                                                    Brandon, Odom, baritone  
 
 

*THE POSTLUDE                                          Improvisation                      Rev. Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield 
                                                                 

*THE DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION                             VENI EMMANUEL 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  praise God, all creatures here below; praise  
God, above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!  

*THE HYMN                                       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                              (Hymn 28) 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice; give ye heed to what we say: Jesus 
Christ is born today; ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice; now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus 
Christ was born for this! He hath opened heaven’s door, and we are blest for evermore. Christ was 
born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice; now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus 
Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall. Christ was born to 
save! Christ was born to save! 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes 
to reign; in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a wise man, I 
would do my part; yet what I can I give him; give my heart. 



THE OFFERTORY                               In the Bleak Midwinter              Gustav Holst/Crutchfield 

                            Brandon Odom, baritone 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.  

 DECEMBER 24, 2017                                Order of  Worship                                       11:00 a.m.                                                                   

 
Thank you for making sure your cell phone is off during the worship hour. 

 
 

THE GATHERING                                                       Rev. Mathew Frease 
Leader:  The Lord be with you.                                                            
People: And also with you.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE PRELUDE                                     Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen       Johannes Brahms 

        
*THE FIRST LESSON                                          

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among 
us, 2 just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants 
of the word, 3 I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an 
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the truth concerning the 
things about which you have been instructed.5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest 
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and 
her name was Elizabeth. 6 Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the 
commandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, 
and both were getting on in years.8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on 
duty, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the 
Lord and offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was 
praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar 
of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13 But the angel said 
to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his 
birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even 
before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to the 
Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents 
to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared 

for the Lord.”                                              -Luke 1:1-17  

*THE HYMN                               Angels, from the Realms of Glory                         (Hymn 22) 
Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye, who sang creation’s story now 
proclaim Messiah’s birth: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, God with us is now residing, yonder 
shines the infant light: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
  

to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in 
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 
Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his 
people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78 By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will 
break upon us, 79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace.” 80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until 
the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 

THE HYMN                     Song of Zechariah                 (Hymn 601) 

Blest be the God of Israel, the ever-living Lord. You come in power to save your own, your people    
Israel. For Israel you now raise up salvation’s tower on high in David’s house, who reigned as king and 
servant of the Lord. 
 
Of old you gave your solemn oath to father Abraham: whose seed a mighty race should be and blest  
forevermore. You vowed to set your people free from fear of every foe, that we might serve you all our 
days in goodness, love, and peace. 
 
O tiny child, your name shall be the prophet of the Lord; the way of God you will prepare to make 
God’s coming known. You shall proclaim to Israel salvation’s dawning day, when God shall wipe away 
all sins with mercy and with love. 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED                                           

      I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                             

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 



* (The asterisk indicates parts of the worship when the congregation is invited to stand as they are able.) 

Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, and your mercy will last from the 
depths of the past to the end of the age to be. Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those 
who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the strong to flight, for the world is about to 
turn. My heart shall sing of the day you bring: Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn 
draws near, and the world is about to turn. 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone. Let the king beware 
for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne. The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food 
they can never earn: there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. My 
heart shall sing of the day you bring: Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws 
near, and the world is about to turn. 
 
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: God’s mercy must deliver 
us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise 
which holds us bound, till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring: Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears, for the dawn  
draws near, and the world is about to turn. 
 

THE HOMILY                                          “Favored”                                     Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis 
 
THE FIFTH LESSON                                                                                      Luke 1:57-80  
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day 
they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But 
his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this 
name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He 
asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately 
his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all 
their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of 
Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, 
indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and spoke this prophecy: 68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his 
people and redeemed them. 69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71that we would be saved from our 
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our 
ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,  

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION             

Holy God as we come to the end of this season of waiting and expectation, as we have             
remembered the hope, love, and joy that underpin our lives together and our lives of 
faith, we come at the last to peace.  Your son, whose birth we celebrate, is prince of peace.  
And yet, sometimes our peace is fleeting.  We hear rumors of war, and we are filled with 
fear.  We have unquiet minds, and peace is but a dream.  Our lives are marked by                              
relentless competition rather than with the knowledge that we are enough.  We already 
have your favor.  We are beloved.  You invite us to the peace that passes understanding by 
resting in you.  Forgive our fears and soothe our anxieties.  Lead us forth in hope, love, 
joy and peace, through our Lord Jesus Christ, Amen.  

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE    

                               Daisy Ottmann 

Leader:   Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  
People:   Jesus Christ is the peace that passes all understanding. 
Leader:   The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will never overcome it. 
People:   Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I 
  give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

A MOMENT OF SILENCE (for examination of conscience and personal prayers of confession) 

THE CALL TO CONFESSION           

*THE CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                    (Hymn 12) 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth. Set every 
peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. People, look east and 
sing today: Love the Lord is on the way. 

*THE PEACE OF CHRIST                                           
 

 
 

Leader:  The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! 
People:            And also with you.  

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; seek the great desire of nations; ye have seen 
his natal star: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
 
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal Three 
in One: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 



THE HYMN                                      The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                            (Hymn 16) 
(Solo)  The angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; “All hail,” said 
he, “O lowly maiden Mary.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 
(all) “For know a blessed mother you shall be, all generations praise continually, your 
son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 
 
(all) Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleases God,” she said, 
“my soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” Most highly favored lady, Gloria! 

THE SECOND LESSON                                            Luke 1:18-25  
18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is                
getting on in years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been 
sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, because you did not believe my words, 
which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things 
occur.” 

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 22 When 
he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. 
He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 23 When his time of service was ended, he 
went to his home. 

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She 
said, 25 “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the                        
disgrace I have endured among my people.” 

THE HYMN             Watchman, Tell Us of the Night      (Hymn 20) 
Watchman, tell us of the night, what its signs of promise are. Traveler, o’er yon mountain’s height, see 
that glory-beaming star. Watchman, does its beauteous ray aught of joy or hope foretell? Traveler, yes; 
it brings the day, promised day of Israel. 
 

Watchman, tell us of the night, higher yet that star ascends. Traveler, blessedness and light, peace and 
truth its course portends. Watchman, will its beams alone gild the spot that gave them birth? Traveler, 
ages are its own; see, it bursts o’er all the earth. 

 

THE CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH                                                                                     

(Visitors and members are invited to sign the blue friendship register pad and pass it down the pew.) 

 

THE WELCOME 

THE THIRD LESSON                                                        Luke 1:39-45  
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she                 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the              
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud               
cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this                           
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would                     
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”  

THE FOURTH LESSON                                            Luke 1:46-56 
46 And Mary said,                                                                                                                                                     
5“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”                                                                                      
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home. 

THE HYMN     Canticle of the Turning   

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, and my spirit sings of the                   
wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and 
my weakness you did not spurn, so from east to west shall my name be blest. Could the world be about 
to turn? My heart shall sing of the day you bring: Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears, for the 
dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.  

 



                                        

                       December 24, 2017 

WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY 

Welcome to worship at Morningside Presbyterian 
Church. 

Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis, Senior Pastor will be 
our preacher and Rev. Mathew Frease, Youth 
Director will be our liturgist. 

Large print hymnals and Bibles as well as hearing 
aids are available; ushers will gladly assist. 
Please complete the information in the  
Friendship Pad at the end of the pews and pass the 
pads down and back again during the Concerns 
portion of worship. 
Children are welcomed and encouraged in                
worship every Sunday. Worship bags for children 
can be found in the Narthex.   
Childcare for 0-23 months is in Room 105, and 
Room 012 for 2 and 3 year olds.  
Pre-K/K in room 001. 

 

TREASURER’S NOTE 
As you review your year-end giving, consider                 
appreciated stock or, if you’re over 70 1/2, your IRA 
for favorable tax treatment.  If you need to know 
what is still outstanding on your 2017 pledge or your 
Capital Campaign pledge, email Bill Humphries 
at bill48@bellsouth.net. 
 

ASSIST WITH CHILDREN 
Children of all ages are always welcome in worship, 
but we do offer childcare during our services for      
infants through kindergarten for those parents who 
wish it. We’re in need of volunteers to spend that 
time especially with our Pre-K/Kindergarteners. No 
planning is required—activities are provided and the 
main responsibility is play. Contact Mardee                   
Rightmyer (mrightmyer@morningsidepc.org) 
to volunteer so we can have enough helpers so no one 
has to miss worship every week.  

 

 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR 

Our music ministry will be adding handbell players 
starting in January. Rehearsals are Thursday                  
evenings, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. starting Thursday,               
January 4. The handbells play during worship                  
service every six weeks. Please reach out to Jeff                 
Peters (jeffcpeters@gmail.com) or Jack Klotz 
(jacksklotz@gmail.com) to be a part of                       
Morningside’s handbell music ministry.  
 

VOLUNTEERS IN THE OFFICE 
The office is looking for someone to donate an hour 
of their time once a week to cover the desk 
(preferably during the lunch hour). If you or someone 
you know is interested please contact us at                         
office@Morningsidepc.org. 
 

PRESCHOOL DINE OUT COMING SOON 
Morningside Presbyterian Preschool is excited to 
partner with Doc Chey’s (Morningside location) for a 
new kind of Dine Out.  Eat at Doc Chey’s anytime 
(lunch or dinner, dine in or take out) from Monday, 
January 15 - Sunday, January 21. Be sure to tell 
them you are supporting MPP and they will give 25% 
of sales to the Preschool.  Such an easy and fun way to 
support programs, materials and property                                
improvements for the children attending MPP.  The 
preschool will have a few age group gatherings                  
Tuesday - Thursday evenings, but everyone is                 
welcome at any time! 

 

ELDER ON CALL:  Sandra Ward 

DEACON ON CALL: Ibby Bailey  

USHERS: Melinda Sandkam, Ken Sharpe, Jill and Jack Klotz 

GREETERS: Cindy Humphries, Sanda and Bill Means 

COUNTERS: Sandra Ward, TBD 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION HOST: Ellen Landers  

NURSERY: Betsy Holland 

TWOS/THREES VOLUNTEER:  Emily O’Brien 

PRE-K AND K:  Leigh Gobbel and Mardee Rightmyer 

FELLOWSHIP:  Light Refreshments in the Welcome Center  

 

Keep in your prayers... 
Rachel Baldhoff (Mardee Rightmyer’s sister) 

Sue Blouin   

Andrew Brady (Gwyn Brady’s brother) 

Richard Breiter (Aaron Shepherd’s grandfather) 

Nancy Cunningham 

Pat Dumbleton (Austin Davis-Selph’s aunt) 

Chuck Fishpaw (Brenda Fishpaw’s son) 

Terri Healey (Ward Howell’s cousin)  

Billy Jones (Melissa Lawson’s father)  

Friends and relatives of Linda Johnson 

Dr. John Kusel (Lester Morris and Baron Mullis’ friend)  

Lange family  

Bebe Libby (Kasey Libby’s mom) 

Jan McMahan   

Ted McMahan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray family  

Bev Reed   

Beth Klotz Von Seggern (Jack Klotz’s sister)   

Marlie Ann Senf  

Kathy Shaw (Mathew Frease’s aunt) 

Kimball Sweatt (Frampton family friend) 

Mary Turner (Sanda Means’ mother)   

Evelyn Wimberly (Nancy Frampton’s  

ex-mother-in-law)   

 

Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 
Jesus.         - Philippians 4:6-7 

mailto:bill48@bellsouth.net
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At-

  

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
10:15 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
3 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal 
4 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
6:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. The Music of Christmas 
8 p.m. Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 
 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight Watchers 
 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27 

No Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28 
No Events 

 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 29 
No Events 
 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31 

9:30 a.m. Coffee and Conversation 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon. Fellowship 
 

ADULT FAITH DEVELOPMENT AT MORNINGSIDE,  
FAITH FORMATION FOR FAMILIES 

CHILDREN 
There will be NO 9:45 a.m. classes for any age group on December 31.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  REGISTRATION FOR 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR AT MPP 
Early registration opens Tuesday, January 16 for returning students, siblings and church members.  The 
application form is available to be printed from the website (lower left of MPC homepage) and turned in 
with $100 registration fee to Director Melinda Sandkam no later than Friday, January 26.  Registration 
then opens to the community on Thursday, February 1.  The final group tour is on Friday, January 12 
at 9:15 a.m. RSVP to Melinda at mpp@morningsidepc.org or contact her for an individual tour. 

SHEARITH ISRAEL’S WOMEN’S SHELTER 
Morningside is providing volunteers at Shearith Israel’s Women’s Shelter, Rebecca’s Tent, as part of our 
mission outreach program.  Volunteers serve from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. warming up the dinner meal 
(provided by other volunteers) and serving on paper plates as the women arrive from their daily work or 
job searches.  The kitchen is cleaned up before leaving. The dates that we have committed to provide               
volunteers are Wednesday, January 10 - Sunday, January 14 and Wednesday, February 7 - Sunday, 
February 11.  Please sign up by posting your name/ e-mail address on the Mission Board.  You will                   
receive a reminder a week prior to your commitment indicating who is working with you, the SI street 
address, etc.  Men are welcome to serve also. Please e-mail Phyllis Grimes with questions
(grimes2230@bellsouth.net). Also, we will be collecting $10 gift cards (Walmart, McDonald’s) for 
Valentine gifts for the homeless women in January.   

THIS WEEK AT MORNINGSIDE 
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