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December 2014 
Worship at Morningside 

 

December 7, 2014 - Second Sunday of Advent 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Beginning of the Good News” 
Texts: Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 

The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 
Children’s Choirs sing 

 
December 14, 2014 - Third Sunday of Advent 

Special Music Sunday 
Missa Sancti Nicolai (Saint Nicolas Mass)  

By Franz Joseph Haydn 
Megan Mashburn, Soprano; Kate Murray, Alto 
John Young, Tenor; Brandon Odom, Bass 

 
December 21, 2014 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“An Auspicious Start” 

Texts: Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
7:30 p.m. - Service of Healing and Wholeness 

 
December 24, 2014 - Christmas Eve 

4 p.m. - Family Friendly Service with Handbells, Young 
Liturgists and a story by Baron Mullis (nursery provided) 
8 p.m. - Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 

(childcare available; doors open at 7:15 p.m.) 
 
December 28, 2014 - First Sunday after Christmas Day 

Drew Stockstill preaching 
“In the Christmas Spirit” 

Texts: Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Luke 2:22-40 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

 

So, in a couple of months, I’ll 
have some pretty tantalizing 

things to write in this space about where I hope our con-
gregation is headed – consider this the teaser.   
 

But this month, as we’re in Advent, the goings-on around 
here are pretty formulaic.  (It’s a good formula, mind 
you, but we are on a pretty set path until the first of the 
year.) 
 

So, here are some random musings that I hope might 
spark your thinking today.   
 

First, while I would love to think that every single ser-
mon I preach is a mountaintop experience for you, we 
both know reality lies a little further down the slope.  
However, I preached two sermons in the last month that 
garnered more discussion between you and me, so I 
thought I’d follow up a little.   
 

The first was somewhat conceptual – about justice – and I 
concluded we know it when we see it.  But there was a 
line that I particularly liked that I want to pull out for you 
to think about this season: love in the abstract is really 
pretty useless.  I want to challenge you this holiday season 
to find some way to express love that is concrete – not 
just to the folks who are easiest to love (our families, one 
hopes, but not always) but also to someone who is harder 
to love.   
 

The second was highly pragmatic – it was about faith 
practices, particularly the practice of putting something in 
the offering plate each Sunday, regardless of how we do 
the bulk of our giving.  The purpose of this was not to 
boost our giving, though it’s great if it does.  The purpose 
was to build our faith.  Practices lived in deliberate disci-
pline over time become discipleship.  (Remember, disci-
ple is the root word for discipline.)  So I want to challenge 
you to think about how you practice your faith this holi-
day season. 
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Elder on Call 
Martin Dunlap  December 7-13 
Beth Baer   December 14-20 
Will Barnette  December 21-23, 25-27 
Lisa Jern   December 24  
Jack Klotz   December 28-January 3 

 

Deacon on Call 
Sarah Chatel   December 7-13 
Katherine Johnston  December 14-20 
Sandy Jones   December 21-27 
Ann Bowers   December 28-January 3  

On another note, because this is such a Christmas-y thing 
to write about, I hope you’ll keep Morningside in your 
mind as you do your end-of-year giving.  I know you’ll all 
get your pledges up to date – you always do, so this is not 
harping on that theme.  But, we stretch pretty far as a 
congregation in the things we seek to do, and that means 
that we don’t have any wiggle room in our budget.  If 
you’re thinking of where your money is needed at year-
end, I promise you it’s well used and well managed at 
Morningside. 
 

Finally, as we get ready for that rocket-sled ride into 
Christmas, I give thanks to God for each of you.  The call 
to be your pastor is a deep blessing to me.   
 

Shalom,  
 
 
Baron 
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Morningside Milestones 

 

• Please extend a special welcome to our two newest members, who joined Morningside on Nov. 9.  Frank and Mar-
garet Hofland live in our neighborhood and come to us from Ray Thomas Memorial Presbyterian in Marietta. 

• Although our official church rolls say we have more than 550 members, there are a number of individuals we   
haven’t seen in the pews for quite some time.  We’ll be reaching out to these members to find out if they’ve found 
another church home or want to continue to be part of our church family.  If you’re in this category, you could help 
us out with this project by contacting Clerk of Session Daisy Ottmann at dazette@bellsouth.net. 

• Don’t miss the soup and chili supper in Fellowship Hall after the Christmas Pageant and before the Carol Sing Sun-
day evening, Dec. 14.  Sign up to provide a pot of chili or soup or contact coordinator Linda Johnson 
(lindamariej.1@gmail.com, 404.663.5149) with any questions. 

• On the subject of valuable service, can you help a seven-year-old girl from Pakistan with her reading and other sec-
ond-grade subjects?  She’s a member of one of our Six Star Refugee Partnership families and would really appreciate 
some home help in the Mercer University area.  Contact Holly Campbell (hollycampbell1@gmail.com) to learn 
more. 

Learn How Storytelling Aids Talking, Teaching About Faith 
Children - and often un-churched adults or those of other 
faiths - can ask questions about what we believe that can 
leave us unprepared and stammering. Our Adult Faith 
Development team has an answer that will end in an en-
joyable and exciting time for all ages. 
 

An Advent series, “Tell Me the Story of Jesus,” kicked off 
Nov. 30 in Room 201, but don’t let that stop you from 
coming to any of the other 9:45 a.m. sessions.  
The program features the power of storytelling, 
as well as how to use books and other resources 
to address the needs and questions of children as 
they go through various stages of development.  
Experienced educators Lynn Daniel and Laura 
Fillyaw lead the first three discussions. 
 

The series concludes Dec. 21 with an appearance by   
Jonah McDonald.  A member of the Southern Order of 
Storytelling, he’s been heard on NPR, started Stories on 
the Square in Decatur and performed at schools across 
the state as well as teaching storytelling.  For this grand 
finale, you’re invited to bring in your children—or 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, really anyone who en-
joys a good story.   

Long Winter’s Night Offers Prayers for Healing, Wholeness 
Since the earliest days of the church the followers of Jesus 
Christ have prayed for one another in joy and in sor-
rows. While the holidays can be an extraordinarily joyous 
time, they can also be a time of great pain.   
 

For those needing wholeness in their lives this holiday 
season - and for all of us who need prayer -  Morningside 
will offer a Service of Healing and Wholeness, Dec. 21. 

This service often is called "the Service of the Longest 
Night."  We will gather for worship in the Sanctuary at 
7:30 p.m. and childcare will be provided. 
 

The service will include prayers, hymns, scriptures and a 
homily. Those who wish to receive individual prayer and 
the laying on of hands will be invited to do so. Please 
come if you are in need of prayer, and please come if you 
can offer prayer for your sisters and brothers. 



 

 

Your Session at Work:  November 17 Meeting 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers and staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org/leaders.  Session minutes, once approved, 
are on file and available for review in the church office.) 
 
• Session welcomed Joy Fisher, our congregational 

consultant from the Presbytery of Greater Atlanta, 
who explained how our presbytery has reorganized 
and refocused itself to concentrate on helping congre-
gations do their own ministries of teaching and ser-
vice.  Morningside is considered a role-model of an 
effective congregation. 

• Great news, also from our presbytery:  MPC has re-
ceived a $5,000 grant from Presbyterians Answer to 
Hunger (PATH), to enable us to buy supplies for 
Children in Mission programs addressing hunger 
needs in our community.  In order to have an effec-
tive project making sandwiches for the homeless, for 
example, we needed to be able to purchase enough 
food to keep our quick-moving young people en-
gaged for longer periods of time. 

• Session is concerned that we’re down to the final 
month to reach our budget goals.  While many peo-

ple defer making their gifts to the church until the 
end of the year, our shortfall is larger than usual.  
Session is also waiting for final pledges to come in 
before making adjustments - meaning cuts we’d 
rather not make! - to our church’s 2015 budget and 
programs. 

• Be aware that we will test serving the Lord’s Supper 
by intinction a few times next year.  Some members 
have mentioned this practice has deeper meaning for 
them.  Serving communion in the pews will continue 
as well. 

• Session authorized a process to remove inactive 
members from our church rolls. (See item under 
Morningside Milestones.) 

 

   Daisy Ottmann  
   Clerk of Session 
       

 

December 
Birthdays 
1 Richard Blanchard 
1 Melissa Lawson 
1 Olivia Hunter 
2 Samantha Hampton 
2 Cathie Gay 
3 Dawn Bell 
4 Alyssa Durden 
4 Amy Kayler 
4 Angie Keller 

5 Allison Roach 
6 Tamara Nix 
6 Ted McMahan 
8 Kelly Garrison 
8 Suzanne Lee 
8 Baker Hubbard 
9 Derek Matthews 
10 Taylor Marshall  
11 Lance Jackson 
11 Wendy Godfrey 
12 Sharon Pace 
12 Diane Johnson 

13 Tony Menefee 
13 Linda Sweum 
13 Tom Tomaka 
14 Larry Strickland 
17 Philippe Regnault 
18 Rebecca Greener 
20 David Ecton 
20 Shannon Lazzaro 
21 Tami Giusto 
23 Ali Howell 
23 Doug Self 
24 Claire Burke 

25 Bridget Ryan 
25 Nicholas Lazzaro 
27 Anna Nuckols 
27 Brooks Nuckols 
27 Nancy Anderson 
30 Eleanor Attwood 
30 Billy Palmer 
30 Annie McNeill 

 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent 
weekly Life@ insert:  Grace Bittick, The Rev. Canon Domenic Ciannella, Travis and Erin Cottle, Sandra Crawford, 
Mary Ann Embleton, John Garner, Karen Hancock and family, Dr. Steve Hayner, Ann Herndon, Finley Holaway, 
Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr., Vicky Langford, 
Philip Marshall, Maya, Jan McMahan, Hugh McNeill, Catherine Nance, Marilyn Neforas, Jason Perryman, Anne and 
Nate Reid, Linda and Mike Robinson, Kent Smith, Jennifer and Jason Swafford, John Vytal, and Ethel Young.    



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ 
Tap 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society; Beekeeping 
Group 
 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga  
1 p.m. Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap 
7:30 p.m. Scout 
Troop 455; MLPA 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

4 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir; MLPA Public 
Safety 

5 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 

 
 

 

6 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
9 a.m.-12 noon Christmas 
Pageant Workday 

7    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School; 
Christmas Pageant Re-
hearsal (angels/sheep) 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Communion/Children’s 
Choirs Singing 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Faith Develop-
ment Committee; Christ-
mas Pageant Rehearsal 
3:45 p.m. Christmas 
Pageant Stage Crew  
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 
6 p.m. Journey/ Chil-
dren’s Choirs and Families 

8 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ 
Tap 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga  
1 p.m. Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee 
7:30 p.m. Scout 
Troop 455 Court of 
Honor 
 
 

10 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:30 p.m. Ministry 
Support Team 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 

11 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Discussion 
1 p.m. Playball 
7 p.m. Lydia Circle 
Holiday Party (home 
of Suzanne Macpher-
son) 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

12 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. MPP Pro-
spective Parent Tour 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Youth 
Christmas Party 
7 p.m. Couples Group 
Holiday Party 

 
 
 

13 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
9-11 a.m. Christmas Pageant 
Rehearsal 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

14 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School; 
Christmas Pageant Re-
hearsal 
11 a.m. Worship/Special 
Music Sunday  
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacons 
5 p.m. Christmas Pageant 
followed by Chili/Soup 
Dinner and Carol Sing 
7 p.m. Young Adult 
Holiday Party 

15 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ 
Tap 
6 p.m. Dinner & Joint 
Meeting of the Session 
& Diaconate 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
 

16 
9 a.m. MPP (Early 
Dismissal at noon) 
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

17 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. MPP 
Carols and Coffee 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 

 

18 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Thursday 
Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 

19 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
 

 
 

20 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

21 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Service of 
Healing and Wholeness 

 

22 
MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas 

BreakBreakBreakBreak    
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society; Parliamentari-
ans 

23 
MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas 

BreakBreakBreakBreak    
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 

24 
MPP & Church MPP & Church MPP & Church MPP & Church 

Office Closed in Office Closed in Office Closed in Office Closed in 

Observance of Observance of Observance of Observance of 

ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas    
4 p.m. Family 
Friendly Service 
8 p.m. Candlelight 
Service of Lessons 
and Carols 

25 
MPP & Church MPP & Church MPP & Church MPP & Church 

Office Closed in Office Closed in Office Closed in Office Closed in 

Observance of Observance of Observance of Observance of 

ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas    

26 
MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas 

BreakBreakBreakBreak    
 

27 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

 28 
10:30 a.m. Coffee & 
Conversation 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

29 
MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas 

BreakBreakBreakBreak    
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 

30 
MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas 

BreakBreakBreakBreak    
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 

31 
MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas MPP Christmas 

BreakBreakBreakBreak    
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Theater, Group Get-Togethers, Service Opportunities Abound in December 

Short notice - but if you’d like to see and hear Atlanta 
acting icon Tom Key do a dramatic reading of Dicken’s A 
Christmas Carol, get yourself to First Presbyterian 
Wednesday,  Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m. The details: http://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=cvsezucab&oeidk=a07e9qb5e9q2b8412ea 
 

Even shorter notice - come Monday, Dec. 1, at          
6:30 p.m. to Women’s Roundtable for dinner and a pres-
entation by Cindy Humphries on preparing practically 
and spiritually for the Christmas holiday. Last minute 
RSVPs to Sarah Brownlee (rsbrownlee1046@att.net).  
The gathering will be hosted by Lynn Young (277 The 
Prado, 30309). 
 

Theology on Tap ends the year - but not their explora-
tions of the Apostles’ Creed led by Baron - Tuesday,   
Dec. 2, at 7 p.m. All our men are invited to dinner and 
discussion at the home of Lloyd Prince (91 Lakeview Dr. 
NE, 30317).  RSVP to the church office. 
 

A fun night for Lydia Circle - their annual White Ele-
phant Holiday Party will be at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11 
at Suzanne Macpherson’s house (828 Clemont Dr. NE, 
30306).  Lele Ruby (leleruby@bellsouth.net) is taking 

reservations.  Contact your group leader, check the web-
site or Life@ for details on other holiday festivities 
groups are planning. 
 

Everyone is invited to join our preschool family as Dawn 
Bell leads the music for Carols & Coffee at 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 17, in Fellowship Hall. MPP also will 
host Prospective Parent group tours on Dec. 12 and     
Jan. 7 beginning at 9:15 a.m. These tours are led by cur-
rent parents to allow the visiting parents to talk with folks 
who really know the scoop. To find out more informa-
tion, email or call Preschool Director Sarah To-
maka, mpp@morningsidepc.org, 404.685.8758. 
 

While some other service activities are included in the 
seasonal roundup on Page 7, don’t forget these two De-
cember missions: our annual canned food drive for At-
lanta Community Food Bank wraps up Dec. 14. And as 
always, we’re collecting gently used or new coats, hats, 
mittens, scarves and socks for women staying at the 
Shearith Israel Shelter for women in Welcome Center 
baskets through Dec. 21. 

A Gift of Blood Can Be Year-Round Blessing 
Program Director Melinda Sandkam extends an Advent invitation for you to consider giving whole blood or platelets 
not just during the holiday season but year round.  Melinda got in the habit of giving platelets twice a month after seeing 
her dad give on a regular basis for the past 25 years.  The longer she gives, the more she realizes that encouraging others 
to give is just as important as giving itself.   
 

She says, “Maybe you’ve traveled somewhere that excludes you from giving or have to take a certain medication or 
don’t weigh enough.  That’s okay, you can still help spread the word.  Estimates in the United States are that about 38 
percent of the population is eligible to give blood, but only 10 percent do. One in four people will need a blood transfu-
sion during their lifetime and someone needs blood every two seconds, whether it’s for surgery, due to trauma or dur-
ing cancer treatment.  The Red Cross Donation Center is just around the corner from MPC on Monroe Drive.   
 

“Giving whole blood can take 15 minutes and giving platelets can be done in two hours (it can take a bit longer than that 
with paperwork).  Keep in mind that red blood cells are good for only 42 days and platelets can only be used for five 
days, so even if loads of people give as a holiday gesture, the need comes back right away.  Make an appointment today 
to give in the weeks after the holidays.  Anyone giving whole blood can’t give again for eight weeks and anyone giving 
platelets would have to wait 48 hours, so all those holiday givers would then be ineligible in January.  Instead of finding 
the time to give during the busy holiday season, find 10 minutes to make an appointment for a time of year that may be 
slightly calmer.” 



 

 

Advent Calendar Filled with Joy, Prayer, Music as We Move Toward Christmas 
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Thanksgiving rushed past, and Black Friday consumed 
many and suddenly it was Nov. 30 - the first Sunday of 
the four weeks of Advent.  Time to take a breath and fo-
cus on the season of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love as the 
candles in the Advent wreath are lighted during worship, 
our church fills with greens and ribbons, the Family 
Christmas Tree appears in Fellowship Hall and the tree in 
the Sanctuary glows in white. 
 

Music at Morningside is always special during Advent and 
Christmas. We’ll begin with the Children’s Choirs sing-
ing Sunday, Dec. 7 during worship, then serving dinner 
and singing at Journey that evening with their families. 
 

Plan to come early for worship Sunday, Dec. 14 (not a 
problem if you attend our special Advent series “Tell Me 
the Stories of Jesus” at 9:45 a.m. - see Page 3 for details) 
because parking is at a 
premium for our an-
nual Special Music 
Sunday. 
 

This year Organist/
Choirmaster Mason 
Copeland and the 
Chancel Choir have 
prepared the Mass 
Number 6 in G Major, “Missa Sancti Nicolai” by Franz 
Joseph Haydn as the focus of our worship. Featuring solo-
ists soprano Megan Mashburn, alto Kate Murray, tenor 
John Young and bass Brandon Odom, the work is classi-
fied in a sub-genre of musical settings of the Catholic 
Mass called a Pastoral Mass.  
 

This Mass was typically performed during Advent, por-
traying the shepherds in the fields heralding Christ’s birth 
and had defining characteristics that include the pastoral 
key of G major in addition to uplifting and dance-like 
time signatures.  Employed by the Esterhazy family for 
many years, Haydn composed this mass in thanks to 
Prince Nicholas Esterhazy, who celebrated his name day 
on Dec. 6. This mass was composed for that celebration. 
 

That evening at 5 p.m., our children present our Christ-
mas Pageant in Fellowship Hall.  It used to be pretty sim-
ple:  two angels, a shepherd, three sheep.  This year, 46 

kids will share the story of the birth of Jesus through 
drama and song in a fully realized theater setting.  Then, 
fill yourself on soup and/or chili and get ready to lift your 
voice in the familiar and beloved carols of Christmas led 
by Mason Copeland.  Of course, we’d love it if you’d 
sign up to bring a pot of your favorite soup or “secret rec-
ipe” chili (see page 3 for details). 
 

Dec. 21 worship music will be graced with strings and 
handbells. That evening at 7:30 p.m., Sarah Martin will 
play for our Service of Wholeness and Healing (See Page 
3 for details). Anyone feeling the need to give or receive 
special prayers is invited for this quiet worship experi-
ence. 
 

Christmas Eve brings our annual two celebrations.  For 
families and those who wish to worship early, we offer a 

4 p.m. Family Wor-
ship Service with the 
popular rendition of 
“The Little Drummer 
Boy” with bells, violin 
and drummers.   
 

Then at 8 p.m., our 
Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols, 

once again showcasing our Chancel Choir, soloists and 
guest musicians has become an Atlanta tradition. 
 

Please note that childcare for the littlest ones is available 
in the Nursery for the early service and childcare also is 
provided for the later evening worship.    
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Season of Service Returns with Emphasis on Outreach for Everyone 

Blue MPC Season of Service shirts, spotted all over our 
community last year, will be back in fashion for the 2015 
Season of Service, taking place primarily over the Martin 
Luther King Jr. weekend Jan. 17-19.  We’ll have many 
hands-on opportunities to serve, more chances to sign up 
for upcoming service dates and a few extra dates through-
out the month.  You will want to save the weekend now 
and watch for sign-up sheets throughout December and 
January.  We will have more MPC service t-shirts avail-
able and hope to see them throughout that weekend in-
cluding at worship on Sunday, Jan. 18.  Though we chal-
lenge you to try a new outreach that MPC partners with, 
we’re also striving for 100 participation, so it’s okay to 
serve somewhere you’ve helped before.  We just hope 
that everyone in the MPC community will come to know 
one outreach even better while serving the greater com-
munity. 
 

Here’s what’s up for the actual SOS weekend:   
- serving breakfast on Saturday at Intown Collaborative 
Ministries’ Food Pantry  
- Bingo at Calvin Court for Seniors (family opportunity) 
Monday, Jan. 19 noon-3 p.m. 
- Bread for the Journey, Sunday, Jan. 18 for children 
- participate in minor repairs and yard work to help keep 
seniors in their homes through Decatur MLK Senior 
Workdays (12 years old and up) on Saturday, Jan. 17 or 
Monday, Jan. 19, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
- more opportunities with Threads and Our House 
- meet the Six Star Refugee Partnership family from Paki-
stan with children ranging in age from five to 18 by assist-
ing them on a day of shopping or taking them on an out-
ing in Atlanta (family opportunity) 
- sign up to serve one evening 6-8 p.m. at Shearith Israel 
Shelter for Women Wednesday - Sunday Jan 14-18.  No 
overnight stay required and men are welcome to help. 
- attend the Adult Faith Development class at 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 18, in Room 201 with Presbyterians for a 
Better Georgia Advocate sharing what issues will likely 
come up in this legislative season. 
 

Besides the actual SOS dates, there are other opportuni-
ties before and afterwards: 
- providing dinner to 30 men at Journey on Sunday,    
Jan. 11, by Theology on Tap, and Sunday, Feb. 8, by 
Lydia Circle 
- join the Young Adults providing dinner to men at 
Clifton Sanctuary Ministries on Saturday, Jan. 25 (great 
opportunity to try an outreach that you may not have ex-
perienced before) 
- do a ride along on a Monday, Wednesday or Friday on 
the MPC Meals on Wheels route (whether to just learn 
about outreach or to consider being added to the substi-
tute list) 
 

And, of course, we have ongoing service activities all year 
long.  Here are  a few special ones you may want to put 
on your calendar that will be coming up during Lent: 
- sign up for Habitat Spring Build any Saturday, Feb. 28, 
Mar. 14, 21, 28, Apr. 11, 18 (must be 16 years old) 
- sign up to serve one evening 6-8 p.m. at Shearith Israel 
Shelter for Women Wednesday through Sunday,         
Feb. 18-21 
- sign up for our next Adult Mission Trip, Mar. 4-8, as 
we continue to work with RHINO (Rebuilding Hope In 
New Orleans) 


