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April 2014 
Worship at Morningside 

 
April 6, 2014 

5th Sunday of Lent 
Service of Lenten Anthems and Readings 

Music by Charpentier, Morales, and Brahms  
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

New Member Sunday 
 

April 13, 2014 
Palm Sunday 

Baron Mullis preaching 
"Hosanna!" 

Texts: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Matthew 21:1-11 
 

April 17, 2014 
Maundy Thursday, 6:15 p.m. 

Drew Stockstill preaching 
"More Than Full" 

Texts: Exodus 12: 1-14; 1 Corinthians 11: 23-32 
The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

 

April 20, 2014 
Easter Sunday, 8:30 and 11 a.m.  

Baron Mullis preaching 
"He Is Going Ahead Of You" 

Texts: Jeremiah 31:1-6; Matthew 28:1-10 
One Great Hour of Sharing will be received. 

 

April 27, 2014 
2nd Sunday of Easter 
Drew Stockstill preaching 
 "Holy Water, Holy Life" 

Texts:  Isaiah 43 & John 20, 21 
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Dear friends, 
 

Normally, I try to cover some-
thing educational or theologi-
cal in this space.  This month, 
though, I want to cover a few 
completely pragmatic matters.   
 

The first is to invite you to visit our church website and 
check it out.  It looks stylistically similar because we had 
a great looking website before – but it’s totally different.  
Our communications team has worked hard to make the 
information architecture easier to follow and current to 
the state of the industry.  Our volunteers, chiefly Daisy 
Ottmann, Carol Southwood, Derek Matthews and Shan-
non Harris, have given us more volunteer hours on this 
than any church has a right to ask – and the outcome is 
spectacular.  There is a new “members only” section, 
which has… wait for it… an online pictorial directory!  
Additionally, you can now give to the church online – 
it’s a great website and I’m so grateful to everyone who 
worked so hard to make the transition a reality.  Search 
for www.morningsidepc.org and you’re there! Our 
team also works almost daily to make the site—
especially the first “home” page—the most up-to-date 
place for you to find out what’s going on here. 
 

Secondly, we’re going to do Palm Sunday’s procession a 
little differently this year.   Our children have always led 
us in the palm processional, but we’re going to expand it 
this year to include everyone.  That’s right, everyone.  It 
wasn’t just the children who welcomed Jesus to Jerusa-
lem and then turned on him only a few short days later – 
and so we’re all going to participate – families, children, 
everybody.  When you arrive at church, you’ll get your 
palm, your bulletin – and when the call to worship is 
done, we’ll all process into the sanctuary.  If, for any 
reason, you want to go ahead and be seated in the sanc-
tuary that day, of course that’s fine, but I think we will 
find this to be a meaningful modification.   
 

Finally, our Easter worship schedule will be different 
this year.  Last year, our eleven o’clock service showed 
us that we have outgrown our space on big days like 
Easter.  Now, to be sure, I love nothing more than see-
ing a full congregation on Easter Sunday, but I don’t like 
having to turn folks away from worship.  We were out 

 

Elder on Call 
April 6-12   Beth Baer 

April 13-19   Will Barnette 
April 20-26   Lisa Jern 
April 27-May 3  Jack Klotz 

 

Deacon on Call 
April 6-12   Peter Tuuk 

April 13-19   Katherine Johnston 
April 20-26   Ken Sharpe 
April 27-May 3  Curt Barrett 

of seats last year and it was standing-room-only in the 
narthex.  Not to pay attention to that would be inhospi-
table to our neighbors, and we are a congregation that 
believes our calling as a church is to be hospitable.  So 
we are changing the schedule.  Rather than a very early 
“sunrise” service, which traditionally differed in content 
considerably from the eleven o’clock service, this year 
we will offer early and late services at 8:30  and 11 a.m.  
The services will be incredibly similar.  Both will begin 
with a wonderful string ensemble setting a contempla-
tive mood from which we will move to the full-throated 
proclamation that “Christ is risen!”  The sermon and or-
der of worship will be the same.  There will be a few 
minor changes in music to accommodate our choir’s re-
hearsal needs, but otherwise, expect them to be very 
much alike.  My hope, and that of the staff, is that we 
will fill the sanctuary twice that day— rather than over-
flowing once!   
 
So: pragmatic concerns, of course, but sometimes the 
church needs to pay attention to the details of how we 
do what we do.  I hope you’ll make note of all of these.   
 
Thanks for reading,  
 
 
Baron 
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Morningside Milestones 

 

• Oh, baby! Virginia Claire is the new addition to the family of Laura and Jake Strong and brother Charlie. Grandmother 
Georgia Marshall’s smile is enough to light up the Sanctuary. 

• A new 'Royal White' redbud has been planted in the Sarah Richey Memorial Garden, thanks to a gift by Barbara and 
Dale Ray in honor of Ruth Wells.  We thank the Rays, Bob and Rosemary Wells for choosing a tree to honor Ruth, 
and Bob and our sexton Victor for doing the planting.  It's in bloom now. 

• We offer our prayers for Cyndi Drake and her family on the death of her husband Travis.  Cyndi is the daughter of our 
Office Administrator Anna Best. 

• Summer camp at Morningside Presbyterian Preschool is such a hit we’re adding classes.  It’s not too late to sign up for 
MPP’s Summer Storytellers Camp for kids ages two through five.  Registration forms are on our website or contact 
cfeeney@morningsidepc.org. 

• Lost something?  Our dedicated Pew Crew and others probably found it and turned it in to the church office.  Please 
claim what’s yours—the rest will be donated to charity. 

‘April Shower’—Wedding Kind—Planned for Youth Director 
You’re invited to join with our youth families as we 
shower Youth Director Chris Peters and his fiancée Lauren 
Van Wicklen with good wishes for a happy life together 
and gifts to help them get settled in a home of their own.  
 

Chris and Lauren will both graduate from Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary in May and begin seeking their first calls. 
During Chris' tenure as Youth Director we have grown 
from a starting crop of four youths to almost 25 partici-
pants, begun a tradition of summer mission trips and trips 

to Montreat, and celebrated both confirmation and Youth 
Sunday.  
 

Fellowship Hall will be the site of the party from 3-4:30 
p.m., Sunday, Apr. 27.  If you would like to select a gift 
from Chris and Lauren’s registries, visit their webpage on 
“the Knot” site: 
http://www.theknot.com/wedding/VanWicklen-Peters/
view/6298202074698214/39598201  

Deadlines for Vacation Bible, Mission Camps Creeping Up 
Children turning four years old by Sept. 1 and older are invited to come to “All Aboard the Ark” with Noah and the ani-
mals June 16-20, 8:45 a.m.-noon each day.  Meanwhile, Mission Camp “It’s Not All About Me” for elementary kids has 
been so popular this year we’ve developed a separate Youth Track Mission Camp incorporating leadership components and 
outreach opportunities that already has 17 registrants.  
 

Registration forms for VBS and rising-third-fifth grade Mission Camp are available at church and on our website.  The VBS 
deadline is May 25; Mission Camp forms are due June 1. Contact Melinda Sandkam if you know of a rising sixth grader or 
older who is interested in late registration for the Youth Track Mission Camp. 
 

Melinda adds, “We are excited to be adding a games component back in the mix for the kids.  Lead volunteers are 
needed—to lead an area, such as arts and crafts or a daily activity.  We also ALWAYS need people to volunteer to lead 
kids during the week itself.  We can't do it without you! If you have two, three or five mornings to give to making the ad-
venture come to life for our children, please contact me as soon as possible.  We also need folks to give two hours to serve 
snacks each day.  There are lots of opportunities before, during and even after for final clean up, but our biggest need is 
while the kids are actually here.” 
 

There’s an urgent need for driver/chaperones for both components of Mission Camp, so please check your calendars and 
let Melinda know which day you can join us July 21-25.  Since the majority of our hands-on outreach is off-site, it is vital 
for us to line up drivers. 
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Morningside Celebrates as Lent Leaves, Son Rises This Month 
Through the thoughtful season of Lent, the evangelic 
mandate of Maundy Thursday and the dark shadow of 
Good Friday, we are still and always Easter people.  As 
surely as God sent his Son to join with the Holy Spirit to 
affirm his power, grace and will, we will celebrate 
Easter on Apr. 20 this year. 
 

We lead up to the most important day in the Christian 
calendar with a number of Holy Week events.  First is 
Palm Sunday, Apr. 13.  If you’ve read Baron’s letter on 
Page 2—and if you haven’t, go do it now—you’ll know 
our Palm Sunday procession will be different this year.  
We’ll all go into the Sanctuary waving palm branches, 
remembering the joy of Jesus’ followers as he entered 
Jerusalem in triumph.  We commemorate that this tri-
umph was short-lived when our Worship Committee 
gathers the palm branches and burns them to provide the 
ashes for next year’s penitential Ash Wednesday service. 
 

Apr. 17 is Maundy Thursday.  Maundy comes from 
‘mandate’ from Jesus, ordering his followers to go and 
make disciples throughout the world. Fellowship Hall 
turns into a Mediterranean dining establishment, as we 
enjoy at a feast such as would have been served in the 
First Century, with pita bread, nuts, cheeses, dried 
fruits, stuffed grape leaves, hummus and other treats to 
pass and share.  Dinner will be served at 6:15 p.m., fol-
lowed by a worship service with communion at the ta-
bles at 7 p.m.  Music will include a piece by the Morn-
ingside Handbell Choir. 
 

On Good Friday, MPC will join with other area Presby-
terian congregations for an introspective evening ser-
vice.  Combining pastors, members and musicians from 
Central, Druid Hills, MPC, and Shallowford Presbyte-
rian churches, the service this year will be held at Shal-
lowford at 7 p.m. 
 

After all this solemnity, it’s time for the Saturday morn-
ing hilarity known as “the running of the eggs,” also as 
“the fastest three minutes in Atlanta”—hey, maybe the 

world!  Before the Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, Apr. 19 
at 11 a.m. our volunteers will have strewn the slopes of 
the ravine with thousands of filled plastic eggs.  Bring 
your kids!  Bring your grandkids! Bring the neighbors—
and their kids!  Bring your own basket! It’s a photo-op 
without peer. 
 

Before the egg-hunting frenzy commences, there’ll be 
cookies, face-painting and an opportunity to register for 
“All Aboard the Ark” (see story on Page 3). 
 

But, first, volunteer to help!  Bring donations of candy-
filled eggs (no nuts, please!) by Apr. 13.  Then, we need 
egg-hiders starting at 9:30 and event helpers and clean-
up crew starting at 10:30.  You can sign up on posters at 
church or contact Mary Hardy Holaway 
(maryhardyh@gmail.com). 
 

And then, once again it’s Easter.  Halleluiah!  As you’ve 
read in Baron’s letter, we will not hold a sunrise service 
on the lawn this year.  Instead, we will offer two very 
similar traditional services in our Sanctuary at 8:30 and 
11 a.m. During both services, we will take our annual 
collection for One Great Hour of Sharing.  Each Easter, 
Presbyterians join with millions of other Christians to 
share God’s love with people experiencing need.  Our 
gifts support ministries of disaster response, refugee as-
sistance and community development to help people 
find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to 
strengthen their families and communities.  You’ll find 
envelopes for OGHS in the Easter worship bulletins.  
Make your checks payable to MPC with reference on the 
memo line to OGHS. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
Art Class; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Zoning; Troop 455 

2 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusiCanopy 
6 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Zen Condi-
tioning 
1 p.m. Playball 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir; MLPA Public 
Safety 

 

4 
8:15 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 

 
 
 

 

5 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Habitat Build 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Young Adult’s 
Gathering (Catherine and Ted 
Fleming’s Home) 
 

6 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School; 
New Members’ Class 
10:40 a.m. Called Session 
Meeting 
11 a.m. Worship/New 
Member Sunday 
12 noon Fellowship 
1 p.m. Emory Graduate 
Students Lunch (George’s 
Restaurant) 
5 p.m. Youth Group 
 

7 
MPP Spring 
Break 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 

8 
MPP Spring 
Break 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap 

9 
MPP Spring 
Break 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 

10 
MPP Spring 
Break 
11 a.m. Zen Condi-
tioning 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

11 
MPP Spring Break 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

12 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
 

13 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Palm Sunday 
Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Deacons 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers 
1:30 p.m. Braves Game 
5 p.m. Youth Group 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

14 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet/Tap 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
Art Class; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee; LGBT & 
Friends 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

16 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusiCanopy 
6 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

 
 
 

17 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga/Zen 
12 noon 3rd Thurs-
day Theology  
1 p.m. Playball 
6:15 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Dinner and 
Worship  

18 
8:15 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
7:30 p.m. Community 
Good Friday Service 
(Shallowford Presbyte-
rian Church) 
 

 
 

19 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
10:45 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
Pre-Activities 
11 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
 

20 
One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering 
Received 
8:30 a.m. Easter Worship 
9:45 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
11 a.m. Easter Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 

 
 
 

21 
9 a.m. MPP  
1 p.m. Ballet/Tap 
7 p.m. Session; Mando-
lin Society 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
Art Class; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

23 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusiCanopy 
6 p.m. Cherub Choir 
 

24 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga/Zen 
1 p.m. Playball 
5 p.m. Food Trucks 
6:30 p.m. Prayer 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

 

25 
8:15 a.m. Creative 
Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 

26 
9 a.m.-1 p.m. HOMES Work 
Day 
9 a.m. AA Meeting 
 

 27 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Church School 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
3 p.m. Wedding Shower 
for Chris Peters and Lau-
ren Van Wicklen  
5 p.m. Youth Group 
 

 
 

28 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. Ballet/Tap 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin Soci-
ety; Parliamentarians 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m Yoga 
1 p.m. Mini Monets 
Art Class; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson 
Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 

30 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusiCanopy 
6 p.m. Cherub Choir 
 

   

 

April 2014 

 



 

 

Shelter Suppers Simplified with Group Gatherings, Pick-a-Pan 
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Say what?  Well, each month our church provides a Satur-
day dinner for the men at Clifton Sanctuary Ministries and 
a Sunday supper for the men staying at Journey.  While the 
idea of “dinner for 30” may sound intimidating, we’ve got 
two ways to cut it down into bite-sized pieces. 
 

The first method is our popular Pick-a-Pan Sunday, which 
returns Apr. 6.  You’ll see an array of big aluminum pans 
on the tables outside the Sanctuary, each labeled with a 
suggested dish—for example, “dessert for 18.”  All you 
have to do is fill the pan and return it the next Sunday, 
Apr. 13, either to the church or at 6:30 p.m. to the shelter 
itself for the Journey dinner that evening.  A couple of vol-
unteers to take the food from MPC to the shelter at Druid 
Hills Presbyterian and serve the food will complete this 
outreach.  
 

The other easy way is to get together with your group—
formal as the Handbell Choir or informal as the bunch you 

usually sit with during worship.  Recently for Journey, 
chicken enchilada entrees were split up—half were home-
made and the other was a delicious purchased casserole.  
Meanwhile, Brent Drone and Patrick Gilbert had fun re-
searching and making a pot of charro beans and Curt Bar-
rett went online to find a recipe for Spanish rice.  Bread 
and salad completed the meal along with soft drinks and 
Jeff Peters’ super-chocolate brownies.  Curt, Carol Senf, 
Nancy Coomes and Daisy Ottmann served the meal and all 
agreed “that was fun!” 
 

To sign up to serve at Journey either this month or 
May 11, go to the volunteer sheet on the Mission Board or 
contact our shepherd, Tamara Nix tamaranix 
@alumni.duke.edu or 404 805.8955). Our next Clifton 
meal will be Saturday, May 24 and your contact is David 
Johnston (dmjohnst@gmail.com). 
 

Habitat, HOMES Put Down Hammers, Pick Up Hoes 
As usual, the final Saturday of Habitat for Humanity con-
struction focuses on final touches including landscaping the 
yards, plus the always-moving home dedication.  Whether 
you’ve come out for the Habitat builds or not, you’re wel-
come to come lend a hand on Saturday, Apr. 5 as a hard-
working Atlanta family realizes the dream of a home of 
their own.  To sign up, get directions or have your ques-
tions answered, contact Lynsley Tyler 
(lynsley@bellsouth.net). 
 

Meanwhile, some other Atlantans—who already have 
homes—have trouble staying in them because aging has 
robbed them of the ability to do maintenance, repairs and 
clean-up.  The H.O.M.E.S. project supports Fulton 
County seniors by offering a helping hand.  Morningside’s 
assignment, to tame an overgrown yard, got deferred from 
February (remember that weather?) to Saturday, Apr. 26.  
So, there’s still time to sign up on the Mission Board or 
contact either shepherd:  Jack Klotz (jacksklotz 
@gmail.com) or Lloyd Prince (lloydprince 
@comcast.net). 

Name Says It All:  Intown Arts & Eats Arrives in Early May 
You’re bound to like one or the other—or you like the 
idea of supporting our intown neighbors facing hunger and 
homelessness served by Intown Collaborative Ministries, of 
which Baron Mullis is board chair.  The event, Saturday, 
May 4, at the Hellenic Center on Clairmont Rd., centers 
around…uh, Arts & Eats.  With entertainment and an ex-
tensive auction. 
 

Auction items of all sorts—from a fancy homemade cake 
to a weekend at your beautiful vacation home—are sought.  
Items donated by Apr. 15 will be listed in the event cata-
log. 

To attend, go to tickets@intown.org for your $100 entry.  
Board member Heather Regnault (hpregnault 
@yahoo.com) is your contact for more information. 
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Twenty-three singers and musicians from Morningside 
are busy preparing “The Way You Look Tonight, 
Morningside Sings Jerome Kern,” to be presented in 
our Sanctuary on Saturday evening, May 3, at 
7:30 p.m. 
 
American song-master Jerome Kern composed Broad-
way and Hollywood music for “Show Boat” and a 
treasure-trove of classic standards including “All the 
Things You Are,” “Pick Yourself Up,” “Smoke Gets In 
Your Eyes” and “Long Ago and Far Away.”   The pro-
duction includes more than 30 songs and features a 
salute to Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers in Kern’s 
Hollywood classic “Swing Time.”  The evening also 
includes Kern’s Oscar Winning Best Songs, “The Last 
Time I Saw Paris” and “The Way You Look Tonight.” 
 
Donations received at this benefit performance will 
enhance the community ministries which Morningside 
supports.  Tamara Nix, a vocalist in the benefit says, 
“For anyone who is a secret romantic, this production 
of Kern classics will bring smiles, laughs and warmth 
to your heart.  This show combines two of my favorite 
aspects of MPC— music and our wonderful ministry 
in the community.  I am excited to be involved in this 
fun event and hope to see many friends there to help 
fund mission and outreach.”  
 
“I am thrilled to be a part of this musical evening that 
includes some great classics from the American song-
book,” comments performer Michael Siedschlag.  “I 
love that I get to sing some songs that people may be 
very familiar with, while also singing some that audi-
ence members may be hearing for the very first time.  
Plus, there are some very touching moments in the 
show as well as a good bit of comedy also!” 
     

 

   Musicians Promise 

   Gala Evening of Entertainment to Benefit 

                  MPC Outreach 

Spotlight on Song 

Leslie Prince says, "This is going to be so much fun 
and a great way to enjoy our many talented Chancel 
Choir members performing in another context.  I'm so 
glad that we're doing something different that com-
bines the best of Morningside - music and our love for 
our community." 
 
Singers and musicians from the Chancel Choir, Hand-
bell Choir and congregation include John Blevins, 
Robert Bolyard, Debra Crittenden, Jessica Dennison, 
Brent Drone, Daniel Easton, Nancy Frampton, Patrick 
Gilbert, Tami Giusto, Julie Green, Dale Gustafson, 
Derek Matthews, Marcy Meredith, Taylor Morton, 
Tamara Nix, Brandon Odom, Alex Page, Leslie 
Prince, Michael Siedschlag, Carol Southwood, Lenna 
Turner and Lynsley Tyler.  Guest musicians include 
Tim Delaney on string bass and Sam Owens on per-
cussion.  
  
Choral direction is being provided by Robert Bolyard.  
Piano and music direction is by Derek Matthews.  The 
evening is being produced and directed by Jeff Peters.  
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Who Connects at Morningside?  It’s Not Only ‘Real’ Groups 
We have a wide spectrum of ‘extracurricular’ groups ac-
tive here at Morningside. Some focus on faith—such as 
Wonderful Wednesdays Bible study; others on a specific 
age cohort or gender—think Young Adults, One Gray 
Hair and Women’s Roundtable; and still others on special 
interests—like the RHO Readers book group, the Flower 
Guild and Men’s Softball.  
 

Participants say these groups 
deepen and further their connec-
tions with one another, creating 
new friendships away from the 
church on Sunday mornings. But 
what if there’s no group that par-
ticularly interests you? Or you 
think some of these groups are 
already too tightly connected?  
Ah, but new groups can always 
form—plus ad hoc connections 
have a way of turning into groups 
going forward. 
 

If baseball’s your thing, MPC manages to get group tickets 
for two or three outings to Braves games every season.  
Last year, we witnessed the pennant ceremony at the final 
home game.  At 1:30 p.m. Sunday, Apr. 13, the $14 tick-

ets are for the final game of the team’s first home stand.  
Just ask Katherine Johnston (kecjohnston@gamil.com) or 
Jack Klotz (jacksklotz@gmail.com) if tickets are still avail-
able and come on out to The Ted.  You can probably find a 
carpool or get acquainted once you’re there. 
 

Last month, someone asked “Who wants to go see the daf-
fodils at Gibbs Garden?” and seven of us ended up spending 

a beautiful Saturday in North 
Georgia. On Apr. 12, a motley 
assortment of “Downton Abbey” 
and mystery fans will go out for 
dinner-and-a-show as Agatha’s 
Mystery Theater presents a 
spoof, “Deadton Abbey.” Proba-
bly during the summer, theater 
fans will have an opportunity to 
attend one of Georgia Shake-
speare’s productions for a group 
ticket price. In other words, if 
you’d like a garden group, dine-

out club, or a one-time field trip to form a cheering section 
at the Peachtree Road Race—start one! Connections at 
MPC pop up like…well, daffodils!  (Ask Drew Stockstill 
how to spread the word about your potential group.)  

Check These Dates for Young Adults, TOT and Book Group 
Come salute spring as the Young Adults gather at the home of Ted and Catherine Fleming (2390 Virginia Pl.NE, 30305).  
RSVP ASAP to Catherine (catherinefleming@gmail.com) to join the event at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Our next Theology on Tap men’s dinner gathering will be Tuesday, Apr. 8, at 7 p.m.  Our host will be Richard Brownlee 
and the location will be Pam and Ken Sharpe's home (700 Timberland Road,  30345). Let the church office know if you 
plan to attend. 
 

Not going to the Braves game?  Come to Room 201 at 12:30 p.m. on Apr. 13 for a discussion of Jo Baker’s novel Longbourn 
with our eclectic co-ed book group, the RHO Readers.  While the plot is that of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, the 
drama and comedy is quite different from the servants’ viewpoints. 
 

April Birthdays 
3  Katye Watts 
3  Robert Bartis 
4  Henry Jonas 
6  Joe Ballay 
6  Sarah Wilde 
7  Michael Perez 
8  John Blevins 
8  Liz Sommerfeld 

9  Austin Davis 
9  Cindy Metzler 
11  Natalie Batchelor 
11  Julie Brow  
12  Hope Bothwell 
13  Greg Johnson 
13  Brent Mooneyham 
13  Mindy Potter 
14  Amy Santy 
15  Jeff Adams 
16  Bryson Hankinson 

18  Andrew Stewart 
18  Ezra Zook 
20  Brad Strickland 
20  Sophie Markovic 
20  Thomas Markovic 
20  Isabella Perez 
20  Georgia  Moore 
21  Frances Adams 
22  Sue Ballay 
23  John Fillyaw 
23  Chip Edgerton 

23  Jesse Neill 
24  Rebecca Holmes 
25  Rebecca  Kier 
25  Caroline Tanner 
27  Hal Nuckols 
28  Alan Bremer 
29  Browning Fergus 
29  Ann Bowers 
30  David Fairleigh 

Morningsiders greet spring among the daffodils at Gibbs Garden    
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(Find a complete list of our church officers and staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org/leaders) 

• Good news is ongoing from our Children’s and Youth 
Programs.  Bringing our younger students into Easter 
preparation was a hit with Shrove Tuesday pancake 
races and then Philip Hawkins led a lesson on burn-
ing last year’s Palm Sunday branches to create this 
year’s ashes for Ash Wednesday. We had 18 young 
participants presenting the Youth Sunday worship ser-
vice.  And so far, 19 youth have signed up for Youth 
Track Mission Camp, with registrations for our other 
camps coming in now. Youth Stock Certificates will 
continue to be on sale to support summer service and 
camp travels. 

• Facilities Chair Duncan Spears reported good news:  
the water-damage repairs and remediation will cost 
less than originally forecast, leaving some funds in our 
contingency budget for other projects. 

• Evangelism Chair Leslie Prince proposed that volun-
tary donations at “Morningside Sings Jerome Kerns” 
May 3 (see story on Page 7) be used to support our 
local community outreach programs and Session unani-
mously agreed. 

• She also noted the Food Truck Thursday events in our 
parking lot during nice weather last year proved to be 
a wonderful way to invite the neighborhood onto our 
property to get acquainted. The next one is scheduled 
for Apr. 24. Everyone is encouraged to participate for 
the social benefits—as well as getting out of the 
kitchen for a tasty picnic. 

• Mission Ministries reported that the Threads manager 
was thrilled by the large collection of pajamas and un-
derwear collected through the Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake Supper. Our ongoing outreach to help with 
RHINO recovery from Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
not only draws returning participants, but new mem-
bers and even visitors to our church.  Roland Behm 
was commended for his outstanding shepherdship of 
adult mission trips. 

• See below for information on Congregational Nur-
ture’s new CARE initiative.  

     Daisy Ottmann  
   Clerk of Session 

CARE Team Forming; Seeks Those with Experience, Expertise To Share To Help Others   

Morningside is exploring the establishment of CARE teams 
(Comfort, Advise, Respect and Educate).  The CARE team 
concept looks to provide support for a variety of challenges 
(e.g., mental health, relationships, parenting) across life's 
arc—from childhood through aging.   
 

As many as seven CARE teams could integrate with Morn-
ingside's existing support structure and would be available 
to all persons in need, not just members of the congrega-
tion—an idea consistent with our motto: Welcome All, 
Serve All.  The teams would provide practical support to 
individuals and families through the following four actions:  
Prayer (to pray with and for), Care (to provide comfort 
and support), Share (to share our time, talents and re-
sources), and There (to be available—and fully present—
for those in need physically, spiritually and emotionally). 
 

We seek individuals willing to commit their time and tal-
ent in a variety of ways, both big and small, such as partici-
pating in an exploratory committee, providing leadership, 

being available as a resource, reviewing materials, design-
ing or supporting the website, etc.  If you have experience, 
expertise or simply a desire to help on a CARE team 
whose focus is one of the following, tell us:  Physical 
Health, Mental Health, Sexuality, Parenting, Relation-
ships, Financial Health and Substance Abuse. You will hear 
more about CARE teams over the next few months.  Addi-
tional information can be found by clicking on the CARE 
Team link (http://careteam concept. blogspot.com/).  
 

Roland Behm heads this initiative and would love to hear 
from you (roland.behm@gmail.com) whether you are in-
terested in helping, have questions or want to provide 
feedback, which you can also do on the linked blog above. 
Roland will be integrally involved in the CARE team pro-
gram and has committed to leading the Mental Health 
CARE team.  
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Fitness Touches Body as Well as Mind, Spirit at Morningside   
Many know Bob Wells as our smiling videographer, 
documenting much of what happens around Morning-
side. Some also know that Bob teaches Tai Chi at our 
church every Tuesday, and that all are welcome. But it 
may surprise you to know that he also teaches a special 
Tai Chi class for people with Parkinson’s disease.  
 

Parkinson’s is an illness of the mind that hinders a per-
son’s motor controls over stability and movement. Re-
cent studies have shown that learning Tai Chi is one of 
the most effective ways to slow the progress of the dis-
ease and return a level of control to patients. 
 

Bob has been teaching Tai Chi since the 1990s, learning 
from his mentor, the late Dr. Tingsen Xu (pronounced 
Shoo) of Emory University who pioneered Western use 
of Tai Chi to prevent falling among seniors. Often called 
“moving meditation,” Tai Chi is practiced extensively in 
China and around the world. In 2012 Bob helped found 
the Yellow River Center, a nonprofit preventive health 

group that has adopted Parkinson’s as the primary focus 
of their Tai Chi training services.  Morningside Presbyte-
rian is one of four centers in Atlanta offering Tai Chi for 
Parkinson’s. There are 13,000 people in the metro area 
with the disease, and Yellow River’s goal is to extend 
Tai Chi training to 5 percent, or 650 people. This is one 
more way that Morningside is helping make our commu-
nity stronger and healthier. 
 

In addition to Tai Chi, two classes in Yoga and fitness 
training utilizing Yoga and Zen practices are offered by 
veteran instructor Pam Sharpe here on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings. Her classes incorporate strengthen-
ing and toning the body, stimulating correct breathing, 
and stretching, as well as balance and relaxation. Some 
of Bob’s Tai Chi students also enjoy Pam’s classes.  To 
learn more about either, contact Bob (wellcom 
@comcast.net) or Pam (yogapam@bellsouth.net). 


