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April 2015 
Worship at Morningside 

 

April 2, 2015 
Maundy Thursday Meal, 6:15 p.m. 
Worship with Communion, 7 p.m. 

Josh Stanley preaching 
“He Loved Them to the End” 

Texts: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31-35 
 

April 5, 2015 
Easter Sunday, 8:30 and 11 a.m. 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“By the Grace of God” 

Texts: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18 
The Sacrament of Communion will be celebrated. 

One Great Hour of Sharing Received 
 

April 12, 2015 
Josh Stanley preaching 

“Unlock and Open the Door” 
Texts: Acts 4:32-35; John 20:19-31 
The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated. 

 

April 19, 2015 
Youth Sunday 

Reflections by Lucy Grant, 
Cade Lawson, and Taylor Morton 

The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated. 
 

April 26, 2015 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Truth and Action” 
Texts: Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24 

Confirmation will be celebrated. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

                                          

                          From Your Pastor 
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Elder on Call 
 

Bobbie McCrackin   April 5-11 
Duncan Spears   April 12-18 

Ellen Landers   April 19-25 
Kim Nuckols    April 26-May 2 

 

Deacon on Call 
 

Anthony Owens   April 5-11 
Sanda Means    April 12-18 

Nathan Zook    April 19-25 
Katrina Weis    April 26-May 2 

What a spring we’ve had.   
 
Lent has fairly flown by – 
with such celebrations as the 

dedication of the pledges to our capital campaign,   
Standing and Serving for Generations – and the excite-
ment of confirmation, and the buzz of anticipating adding 
staff to the church in the area of children’s ministry (stay 
tuned for more on this), it would be easy to forget it was 
Lent.   
 
Let’s not forget Lent.   
 
While I don’t think any of us particularly enjoy a good 
wallowing in sin and mortality, they are facts of our ex-
istence.   
 
I am reminded of a friend of mine who went to a Good 
Friday service once that completely sanitized the reality 
of the passion of Jesus Christ.  She said, “There was no 
crucifixion – so how is he going to be raised from the 
dead?” 
 
Lent is the season that lets us be honest with ourselves 
and God – and I hope that reflection has happened in 
your life.   
 
If you’re reading this on Apr.1, in the midst of Holy 
Week: 
Tomorrow is Maundy Thursday. 
Friday is Good Friday. 
Holy Saturday follows. 
 
Only then can we make our way to the church to declare 
joyously, “He Is Risen!” 
 
It is the very fact of our mortality that makes the resur-
rection such a powerful cornerstone of our faith. 

We do not, as the Apostle Paul says, mourn as those with 
no hope.  Nor do we know the particulars of how and what 
that resurrection looks like – the Bible, I am fond of re-
minding people, is significantly short on details. 
 
But our faith is not short on promise.  Whatever is going 
on in life, grounding ourselves in the reality of God’s sav-
ing love in Jesus Christ is the point of our self-reflection. 
 
I pray for each of us that tomorrow, Friday, Saturday – we 
might have an interruption of the ordinary with a moment 
of honest reflection. 
 
Then we will come to acclaim our faith, Christ has died.  
Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Shalom,  
 
 
Baron 
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Morningside Milestones 
• A bit earlier than planned, Ellen and Drew Stockstill welcomed daughter Lydia Grace into this world Mar. 21. And, on 

Mar. 29 we baptized Gus and Leo Libby, sons of new members Kasey and Stephanie. 

• We express our sympathies to the family of our dear member Jackie Cleveland, who entered the Church Triumphant on 
Mar. 10.  Also to those close to Rev. Helen Skillern, who died in Durham NC, Mar. 8.  She was pastor emerita of Al-
pharetta Presbyterian, where she served for 16 years, having begun her pastoral career as associate here at Morningside. 

• Many of us have retired—or will retire –from distinguished careers, but few of us are saluted on that occasion by our 
state legislators or profiled on the front page of our daily newspapers.  All congratulations to our member Tom Daniels 
who was so honored on his retirement in March from 40 years in public service, most notably as the legislative liaison of 
the University System of Georgia, recently leading the fight against “campus carry” of firearms. 

• A new group has recently formed at MPC.  If you are struggling with the aftermath or undergoing the challenges of end-
ing a marriage, we now have a Divorce Support Group.  To learn more, reach out to Jane Stack (404 249.7457). 

neighbors, and/or sign up for a volunteer shift or two the 
day of the event. 
 

Annually we especially ask members and friends who don’t 
have children or who have older kids to volunteer for a 
shift or two to support families who take a shift also.  Be-
sides, it’s fun!  Go to Sign up Genius 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/409094EABAF2BAA8-
jungle1 to pick a shift or contact Sarah Tomaka at 
mpp@morningsidepc.org. 

Get Ready to Jam in ‘Jungle’ with Morningside Preschool  
Morningside Presbyterian Preschool’s spring carnival, Jun-
gle Jam, will offer bounce houses, a petting zoo, a train, 
face painting, King of POPS, and so many more exciting 
activities Saturday, Apr. 25, 10  a.m.—1 p.m.  Kids of all 
ages are invited to come join the fun. We will have a sepa-
rate toddler area for younger kids and an obstacle course 
bounce house for older kids. 
 

Jungle Jam is our preschool’s main spring fundraiser, and 
the whole neighborhood is invited. We hope you will bring 
your own family, spread the word among your friends and 

Morningside, Neighborhood Will Benefit from Eagle Scout Project 
One of the Venture Scouts from the troop that meets at 
Morningside under the leadership of member David Cox is 
starting work on his project to achieve the rank of Eagle.  
Nick Simon-Brecke is going to place a Little Free Library 
beside our parking lot on the Welcome Center side. 

Little Free Libraries are popping up all over the country 
and provide a protected, attractive space where anyone 
can drop off a book they no longer want to keep or pick up 
something new to read.  Little Free Libraries appeal to 
children, but many house books for adult readers as well. 

VBS, Mission Camp Registration Deadlines Are Creeping Up 
If you missed early registration, no problem:  you can still 
sign up for VBS “Around the World in Five Days” by     
May 17.  Registration forms for both VBS (June 15-19) and 
Mission Camp “It’s NOT All About Me” (July 20-24) are 
available at the church and on our website.  
 

Program Director Melinda Sandkam reminds us, “The ear-
lier you register your child to attend, the better prepared 
we can be—with craft supplies, volunteers and more. 
Friends and neighbors are WELCOME, but they too must 

register no later than May 17.  As each form is received, 
we are filling in volunteer spots, but we are still in need of 
volunteers during the actual days of VBS. We’re flexi-
ble—we’d prefer to have one leader for art projects for 
that week, but if two volunteers wanted to split it, that 
could work, too.  For continuity with the children, five-
day leaders for each age group are best, but again, we can 
split the responsibility in teams.”  Please consider how you 
can help with this vital outreach to our children and con-
tact Melinda now to sign up. 



 

 

April at MPC Blooms with Bright Young Faces 
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Sometimes when a newsletter is coming together, a theme 
jumps up like a bunny in the grass.  Clearly, this month at 
MPC is all about our kids (or grandkids, or neighbor kids, 
or just the ones you know from seeing them on Sundays).   
 

Even before the month started, they marched into the 
Sanctuary waving palm branches.  Then, we expect loads 
of them to scramble for thousands of eggs on and about our 
front lawn on Saturday, Apr. 4.  The annual Easter Egg 
Hunt begins at 10:45 a.m. with face painting, Vacation 
Bible School signup, treats and other activities as the young 
ones eagerly await the 11 a.m. ‘running of the eggs’. Don’t 
blink or you’ll miss it as the brightly colored ovals are vac-
uumed up by eager hands in five minutes or less.  Everyone 
is welcome to join the throng—and egg gatherers are re-
minded to bring their own baskets.  
 

After the display of cute little suits and dresses on Easter 
Sunday (details on Page 6), look forward to our older 
youngsters’ presentation of Youth Sunday worship on  
Apr. 19.  They will usher, act as liturgists, lead music and 
prayers and Lucy Grant, Cade Lawson and Taylor Morton 
offer their reflections on faith as the sermon.  Adults have 
their hearts lifted by the faith offered by our younger be-
lievers. 
 

The following Sunday, Apr. 26, 15 members of our confir-
mation class will ‘graduate’ to full membership in our 
church family. They have spent 12 weeks asking and pon-
dering big questions of faith together including Is the Bible 
True? (Yes), What does it mean for God to be three-in-
one? Was Jesus of Nazareth God? Who gets to heaven    
and how? What do the sacraments mean? And many 
more. Each one has had a mentor to walk with him or her 
pondering and discussing these questions together every 
step of the way. The mentors model that the journey of 
faith in Jesus is lifelong and that we all revisit these ques-
tions over and over again. The invitation is to articulate 
what we believe about Christ and his church and share that 
with others even though we are still asking the questions. 
To that end each confirmand’s personal faith statement will 
be shared with Session and be examined by the elders   
Apr. 20. At the Sunday service, they are in fact 
‘confirming’ the promises made on their behalf during 
their baptism. 
 

This year MPC offered the class to parents at the same time 
in a different place. Landon Dillard and Drew Stockstill 
alternated teaching with Baron pinch-hitting. Parents who 
participated explored the same topics as their children. 
Many had not had the opportunity to ask these questions 
before or in a very long time.  Drew explains, “What the 
people who study this stuff are telling us pastors is that the 
vast majority faith formation for children happens not at 
church in our fun and informative classes or prayerfully 
crafted and inspiring sermons but rather at home. Parents 
who share their faith and faith practices openly and often 
with their children have the largest and most lasting impact 
on the faith of those children and greatly affects the likeli-
hood they will stay involved in church life as adults.  
 

“We wanted to help spark and inform those conversations 
and shared faith. We want to equip parents to share their 
faith with their children with confidence and compas-
sion. We also know that the more adults in the church a 
child knows and has deep authentic relationships with, the 
more they are apt to become full participants in the com-
munity and maintain these kinds of relationships later in 
life. This is why mentors have been such an important part 
of our confirmation process. I have been so humbled by the 
way the mentors have committed to 12 weeks of class with 
these youth as well as meeting with them outside of the 
class. The confirmands see this selfless commitment and it 
is having a huge impact. Personally, this has been an awe-
inspiring process for me and I’ve been learning so much 
from these youth, mentors and parents, l feel I know more 
about God and the Body of Christ since the beginning of 
this class and I'm so grateful.” 
 

Our confirmands and their mentors are seventh graders 
Clyde Bresnahan (Drew Stockstill), Anthony Cochran 
(Lloyd Prince), Lauren Fairleigh (Kaitlyn Strickland), Will 
Lee (Jack Klotz) Tristin Loomis (Carolyn Cobb), Anna 
McKelvey (Ellen Stockstill), Caroline Parrish (Holly 
Greene), Charlotte Spears (Catherine Fleming), and Will 
Tanner (Ted Fleming); eighth graders Olivia Hunter 
(Meghan Page), Elizabeth Jern (Amy Jensen), Kate Jern 
(Betsy Holland), Emma Lawson (Sarah Tomaka), and Sofia 
Zook (Tish Woolley) and high schooler Ali Lee (Sanda 
Means). 
 

Our most recent confirmation was in 2013. We plan to 
offer confirmation classes every other year going forward. 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 1 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

2 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
1 p.m. Playball 
6:15 p.m. Maundy 
Thursday Dinner 
followed by Worship 
with Communion at 
7 p.m. 

3 
9 a.m. MPP closed  
7:30 p.m. Good Friday 
Community Worship 
Service (Shallowford 
Presbyterian Church) 

 
 

 

4 
8:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
10:45 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt 
Activities followed by “The 
Running of the Eggs” 

5    
One Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering 
Received 
8:30 a.m. Easter Worship 
with Handbells 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
11 a.m. Easter Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

6 
Church Office 
Closed in  
Observance of 
Easter 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
11 a.m. Yoga  
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on 
Tap 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 
Zoning 

8 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

 
 

9 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Discussion 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

10 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

11 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Habitat for 
Humanity Build 
8:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship/Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Gala Benefit 
Rehearsal; Deacons 
5:30 p.m. Meditation 
Group 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

13 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ Tap 
7 p.m. Mandolin Society 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 

14 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool 
Committee 
7:30 Scout Troop 455 

15 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

16 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
12:30 p.m. Thursday 
Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbells 
Choir 
 
 
 

17 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 
 

 
 

18 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. Habitat for 
Humanity Build 
8:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
 

19 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship/Youth 
Sunday/Baptism  
12 noon Fellowship; 
Youth Lunch and Bowling 
12:15 p.m. Gala Benefit 
Rehearsal 
12:30 p.m. RHO Readers 
 

20 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ Tap 
6:15 p.m. Session 
Dinner/Meeting with 
Examination of Con-
firmands 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society 

21 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. LGBT & 
Friends 
7:30 Scout Troop 455 
 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

23 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
1 p.m. Playball 
5-8 p.m. Food 
Trucks 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

24 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. KidzTennis 

25 
Our House Fundraiser 
8:30 a.m. Weight Watchers 
9 a.m. Women’s AA Meeting 
10 a.m.-1 p.m. MPP Jungle 
Jam 
 

26 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class; Inquirers’ 
Class 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Confirmation 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:15 p.m. Gala Benefit 
Rehearsal 
5-7 p.m. Youth Group 

27 
8:15 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Crea-
tive Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet/ Tap 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society; Parliamentari-
ans 

28 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
12 noon Playball; 
Mini-Monets 
2:15 p.m. Tai Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7:30 Scout Troop 455 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MusicCanopy; 
Bricks4Kidz 
4:15 p.m. Treble 
Choir 
5 p.m. Cherub Choir 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

30 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Weights to 
the Oldies 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
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If you haven’t already, please notify the church office im-
mediately if you plan to join us Thursday, Apr. 2, for the 
dinner portion of our Maundy Thursday observance, 
which will be followed by worship with music and the 
Lord’s Supper.  The Mediterranean-style dinner is served 
at 6:15 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, with the worship service 
beginning at 7 (you do not have to RSVP to attend the ser-
vice). 
The community Good Friday worship service will be at 
7:30 p.m. at Shallowford Presbyterian Church. Holy Sat-

urday, we’ll host the annual Easter Egg Hunt (details on   
Page 4). And we’ll greet each other in joy and thanksgiving 
with two complete services on Easter Sunday, Apr. 5. 
Both services will include communion and the same read-
ings and sermons. The 8:30 a.m. music will feature our 
handbell choir, trumpet, organ and soprano; the 11 a.m. 
worship music will highlight the full Chancel Choir. Child 
care is provided for both. No children or adult classes dur-
ing the 9:45 a.m. hour. During both services, we will take 
our annual collection for One Great Hour of Sharing. 

April Birthdays 
3 Katye Watts   
3 Robert Bartis  
4 Henry Jonas   
6 Joe Ballay   
6 Sarah Burns   
7 Michael Perez  
7 Anthony Fox   
8 John Blevins   
8 Liz Sommerfeld  
9 Austin Davis   

11 Natalie Batchelor  
11 Julie Brow    
12 Hope Bothwell  
13 Greg Johnson  
13 Brent Mooneyham  
13 Mindy Potter  
13 Brandon Odom  
14 Amy Santy   
15 Jeff Adams   
16 Bryson Hankinson  
18 Andrew Stewart  

18 Ezra Zook   
20 Brad Strickland  
20 Sophie Markovic  
20 Thomas Markovic  
20 Isabella Perez  
20 Georgia Moore  
21 Frances Adams  
22 Sue Ballay   
23 John Fillyaw  
23 Chip Edgerton  
24 Rebecca Holmes  

25 Caroline Tanner  
26 Ellen Stockstill  
27 Hal Nuckols  
28 Alan Bremer  
29 Browning Fergus  
29 Ann Bowers  
30 David Fairleigh  

You’ve ‘Heard That Song Before’—Hear It Again at May Gala 
Another evening of Hollywood and Broadway hits and 
glamour awaits as the creative team which brought us last 
May’s musical gala, now with Organist/Choirmaster Mason 
Copeland, are busily rehearsing "I've Heard That Song Be-
fore—Morningside Sings Jule Styne" to be presented in our 
Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 9, with a reception in 
Fellowship Hall afterwards. 

Styne is among the most celebrated American songbook and 
stage composers of the 20th Century. Our revue will cele-
brate his screen music throughout the 1940s (Act 1) includ-
ing "Time After Time", "I Don't Want to Walk Without 

You", "It's Magic", "Guess I'll Hang My Tears Out To 
Dry" and his Oscar-winning Best Song "Three Coins in The 
Fountain."  Act 2 will celebrate his music from the Broad-
way stage including hits from "Gypsy", "Funny Girl", 
"Gentlemen Prefer Blondes" and "Bells Are Ringing”.  

The cast includes 23 from our music programs and congre-
gation, with Mason providing choral direction, musical di-
rection by Derek Matthews and overall creation and direc-
tion by Jeff Peters. A voluntary offering at the free concert 
will be split evenly between our mission and music minis-
tries. 

One Gray Hair Speaker Provides Update on Ukraine 
Rev. Robert Gamble, who spoke about his work with One Child Here in the Ukraine to our One Gray Hair group last fall, 
recently returned from Odessa and work with the Teenage Rehabilitation Center, where it's all about helping kids open, 
encouraging self-awareness, reflection on their own behavior, and adapting to new kids in the center. 

He provided this update in early March, “Odessa is quiet.  I notice fewer cars on the streets.  The truce is holding, they 
say.  But the big problem now is inflation.  Last year the exchange rate was one dollar:10 grivnas. By the beginning of Febru-
ary it was 1:15; today it is 1:33. There is the beginning of a panic—people buying food and supplies with what cash they 
have in anticipation of runaway inflation.  Everything is cheap for us, the apartment, the restaurants; but Ukrainians are in 
trouble.  Most all are paid in grivnas.  Those who work for This Child Here are paid by value of the dollar.” 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee assign-
ments and staff at http://www.morningsidepc.org /leaders.  Ses-
sion minutes, once approved, are on file and available for review 
in the church office.) 

• The most exciting news came at the end of the Session 
meeting, when capital campaign co-chair Hillery 
McNeill announced we need just a little more than 
$250,000 in pledges toward our campaign goal.  By 
the time you read this, we’re sure the gap has closed 
even further, thanks to the generosity of our church’s 
friends and members.   Facilities Committee Chair 
Duncan Spears said that as money comes in, the first 
repair project to be tackled will be the ceiling over the 
organ, to prevent further water damage. 

• Change is in the air, and not simply because it’s spring.  
Much of it has to do with staffing issues.  For the first 
time, Session has expanded our employee policy and 
handbook to include provisions for paternity leave, 
setting our standard at up to four weeks of paid leave 
for new dads (now that we have one on staff), con-
sistent with our presbytery’s recommended policy. 

• Three elders who are members of the Human Re-
sources Committee are leading search efforts for staff 
members: 

• Ellen Brown Landers and a working group 
are putting finishing touches on the job de-
scription for the new Director of Christian 
Education position.  Once Session approves 
the job description, a search committee of 
members will form and we hope to fill the job 
before school starts. 

• Martin Dunlap is pulling together a search 
committee to find a successor to Morningside 

Presbyterian Preschool Director Sarah 
Tomaka, who after six years of service has 
decided to prepare for a new career working 
as an instructor for equine-assisted therapy.  
She will end her tenure here July 31. 

• Committee chair Rob Payne is working with 
Mason Copeland and a small group to find a 
replacement for Children’s Choir Director 
Rebecca Shipley, who resigned Mar. 4.  
Interim arrangements have been made to con-
tinue choir practices, but one proposed change 
under the new director would be Sunday 
morning choir rehearsals, rather than trying to 
fit them into everyone’s busy school-night 
schedules. 

• In other preschool news, look for work to begin on a 
$27,000 upgrade and expansion to the preschool play-
ground—used of course by all our kids as well as the 
neighborhood—funded by MPP and approved by Ses-
sion.  Melinda Sandkam noted that the dine-out at 
La Tavola Italian restaurant raised $635 and the next 
dine-out will be May 7 at Woodfire Grill. 

• The Strategic Planning Committee along with Peter 
Tuuk from Discipleship Ministries is considering ways 
to increase and support our numerous small-group 
programs. 

• Did you know that besides conducting the business of 
the church, Session meetings also are worship services?  
They open and close with prayer, include scripture 
reading and a devotional, and prayers of and for the 
people. 

   Daisy Ottmann  
   Clerk of Session 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert:  Grace Bittick, Sandra Crawford, Mary Ann Embleton, John Garner, Hamilton Family, Karen Hancock 
and family, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, Finley Holaway, Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Mary Edwards, Ellen Harde-
man, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr., Vicky Langford, Rhett Laurens, Philip Mar-
shall, Jan McMahan, Marilyn Neforas, Betty Ray, Anne and Nate Reid, Linda and Mike Robinson, Greg and Mary Ann 
Smith and family, Kent Smith, Stewart Family, Jennifer and Jason Swafford, Grady Ulep, and John Vytal.   
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1411 N. Morningside Dr., NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30306 

telephone 404.876.7396; fax 404.876.2494 

www.morningsidepc.org 

A team from MPC led by Roland Behm, headed to New 
Orleans Wednesday, Mar. 4, to work Thursday through 
Saturday with Habitat for Humanity prepping and pouring 
foundations for three homes in Gentilly, a neighborhood in 
New Orleans east heavily damaged by Hurricane Katrina  
10 years ago. The service project was under the auspices 
Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans, a ministry of St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church (SCAPC).  
 

The group had several returning members from previous 
trips, including Ellen Behm, Jack Klotz, Anthony Owens, 
Lloyd Prince, Jackie Wardlaw and Laura Robinson. Also 
attending was first-timer Daisy Ottmann. The team solidi-
fied as they labored together to pour cement, screed and 
smooth the foundations.  
 

Ellen and Daisy learned that if you’ve never screeded con-
crete—which involves vigorously passing a narrow board 
back and forth to settle rocks and roughly level the sur-

face—you probably won’t want to do it ever again.  The 
guys on the team got much the same lesson about moving a 
five-inch hose around the foundation trenches to fill them 
with concrete. 
The days were long and hard work, especially Day 1 as 
they battled unusually cold and rainy weather for spring in 
New Orleans. In addition to meals provided by SCAPC, 
including a delicious jambalaya Thursday evening at the 
home of church members who live in the historic Garden 
District, the group ventured out to a couple of excellent 
restaurants in the French Quarter and on Magazine Street. 
The grand finale was beignets and café au lait at Morning 
Call in Metairie. 
 

After attending the early Sunday morning service at 
SCAPC where Mac Frampton’s brother Don is the Senior 
Pastor, the group headed back to Atlanta, where everyone 
decided to keep their day jobs. — Jackie Wardlaw 

How Firm a Foundation—MPC Team Lays Groundwork for Three Homes 


