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April 2016 
Worship at Morningside 

 
April 3, 2016 

Anna Miles preaching   
Emory Intern 

“Trust and Gullibility” 
Text: Psalm 150; John 20:19-31 

The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 
 

 

April 10, 2016 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“Can I Get A Witness?” 
Acts 9:1-6; 7-20; Revelation 5:11-14 

 

 

April 17, 2016 
Youth Sunday 

Homilies delivered by 
Anna McKelvey, Caroline Parrish, Charlotte Spears   

Psalm 40:1-5 

New Member Sunday 
 

 

April 24, 2016 
Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Defense Rests”  
Acts 11:1-18; Revelation 21:1-6 
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licited generosity and kindness that was shown to him 
today. We are proud to be a part of this community and 
we are grateful to the parents of MPC who are raising 
such empathetic, thoughtful children. Today was won-
derful and we can't wait for next year. Thanks to you, 
Sarah Kate, and the many volunteers who made it all pos-
sible.  
 

Happy Easter, Caitlin Fox  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
 

                                          

                          From Your Pastor 
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Every month I try to use this 
space somehow to enrich our 
common life together and 
reinforce what it is that we're 

cultivating at Morningside. Read this;  it delivers the 
message better than I could: 
 

Hi, Baron— 
I wanted to send a note about our experience at today's 
Easter Egg Hunt. We have been looking forward to today 
for weeks, partly because we've heard from other mem-
bers about how much fun it is, and partly because this 
was our son Liam's first time ever looking for Easter 
eggs. 
 

We were late getting ourselves together and out the door 
so when we got there the eggs were gone. But that was 
okay because Liam was enthralled by seeing so many chil-
dren running around the lawn. He was just happy to be 
there and carry a basket around with them.  
 

And then something wonderful happened -- a little girl 
saw his empty basket and gave him an egg. And then an-
other little girl saw his basket and he gave him an egg, 
too. And then a few minutes later, a few other girls gave 
him lots of eggs. And then later, ANOTHER little girl 
made four or five trips to give him eggs. And then finally, 
a little girl came up with a plastic bag of extra eggs and 
explained that they were for kids who didn't get many. 
She gave Liam eggs too.  
 

All told, our little man left with over a dozen eggs today. 
He has opened and closed and opened them all day. They 
are all he can talk about. Tonight, they're in his basket in 
his room because he wanted to sleep with them nearby.  
 

I remember when Liam was baptized and there was a part 
of the ceremony where the children of the congregation 
were asked to be a good friend to Liam. I am so heart-
ened to know that the children of MPC take that promise 
seriously. My husband and I are blown away by the unso-

 

 

 

Christian Seasons And Reasons 
Easter isn’t over!  According to the calendar, the 
Easter season lasts until Pentecost. Mar. 27 
marked the First Sunday of Easter and May 8   
will be the Seventh Sunday of Easter. Our       
liturgical color remains white through the    
whole season. So we’re  literally ‘Easter         
People’ all April long. 
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Morningside Milestones 
• Read a good blog lately?  See what our Director of Children’s Ministries Sarah Kate De Wyngaert has to say at 

www.CMatMPC.weebly.com. In addition to having our first church entry into the blogosphere, we also get lots of hits 
on our Facebook page and our website, www.morningsidepc.org. 

• Sure, everyone at MPC knows that our pastors are pretty smart folks, but apparently the rest of our denomination is pay-
ing attention, too. Drew Stockstill recently was honored to be invited to participate in the Trent Symposium at Second 
Presbyterian Church in Roanoke VA. Only eight were selected to take part in this invitation-only event. Baron Mullis 
was invited to contribute a guest commentary piece to The Presbyterian Outlook. His Feb. 26 article can be read here: 
http://pres-outlook.org/2016/02/congregational-life-2026/. 

• All happiness to the Frease family as Mathew and Ame’s son Jacob Taylor was baptized into the family of Christ in our 
Sanctuary Mar. 20. 

• With sadness we said goodbye to our member Herb Grodemange . Herb, who entered the Church Triumphant on Mar. 
1, will be remembered for his services to our church which including building the Noah’s Ark in Fellowship Hall. We 
offer our sympathy to Herb’s son Ron McCord and all the family. 

• We also extend our sympathies to Greg Morton and the whole Morton family on the death of Greg’s mother in Knox-
ville. Memorial services were Mar. 13. 

• We dealt a blow to hunger in our community with our church-wide approach to the Atlanta Hunger Walk.  With contri-
butions of more than $1,365 and about 40 walkers we were one of the top participants in our presbytery. Especially no-
table was the great turnout of young adults and young families. 

helps us in our struggles. The high schoolers are also asking 
why people would be in bad situations in the first place? 
Why does a loving God 'let' bad things happen to us? Why 
does it seem like God isn't listening to us sometimes? How 
having faith can help us even when it seems like God is far 
off. Come hear the conclusions our speakers have reached. 
In addition to the homilies, our youth will sing, lead pray-
ers and read the scripture passages during worship. 

What Can Our Young People Teach Us About Faith? Find Out on Youth Sunday  

Young voices, young hearts and young spirits will lead us 
in worship Sunday, Apr. 17, as we celebrate Youth Sun-
day. Our preachers will be Anna McKelvey, Caroline Par-
rish and Charlotte Spears. 
 

Lately our youth have been having conversations about the 
text from Psalm 40:1-5, about how God listens to us and 

Children’s Ministries Adds Bible Sunday to Annual Events Calendar 
On Sunday, May 1, all Fourth and Fifth Grade students are invited to participate in our first Bible Sunday. This new cele-
bration implemented by Children’s Ministries is part of Morningside Presbyterian's efforts to welcome children into wor-
ship and encourage families to worship together.  
 

We will honor our Fourth Grade students yearly  by presenting them with their own Bibles as a gift from the congregation. 
This year, we’re including Fifth Graders as well. The children will receive standard NRSV Bibles.  Director of Children’s 
Ministries Sarah Kate DeWyngaert explains, “We are intentionally not giving them children’s-version Bibles because we 
hope this will be a Bible they keep and use for the rest of their lives. The Bibles will be imprinted with their names on the 
front, another aspect of this special recognition that is possible because of the generosity of this congregation.   
 

“MPC Children’s Ministry wants every child to have his or her own Bible, and we want to make sure that every child who 
walks through our doors has the opportunity to learn and discover the wonderful messages from God that we find in the 
Bible. Fourth and Fifth Graders are at a crucial time in their lives when they are beginning to make their own faith deci-
sions. MPC wants to give them the tools to grow closer to God by having the Word at their fingertips. We also want them 
to remember this gift so they can be reminded forever that this church loves them and cares about their faith. Thank you 
for your generous offerings to the church to make these gifts to our children possible.” 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 1 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 

2 
7:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
Habitat for Humanity 
Build 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 

3 
9 a.m.—10:45 a.m. Small 
Group 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship with 
Communion 
12 noon Fellowship 
 

4 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
12 noon Arts & Crafts 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
 

5 
9 a.m. MPP Spring Break 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on Tap 
7:30 p.m. MLPA Zoning 

6 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
5:30 p.m. Cherub & 
Treble Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
with Baron 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP Spring 
Break 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

9 
7:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
Habitat for Humanity 
Build 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
 

 

 

 

10 
9 a.m.—10:45 a.m. Small 
Group 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class; Inquirers’ 
Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Deacons 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

11 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
7:30 p.m. MLPA 

12 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Interfaith Supper 
Club; Preschool Com-
mittee  

13 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. MPP  
Chapel 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Cherub & 
Treble Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
with Baron 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

14 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 

 

16 
7:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 
Habitat for Humanity 
Build 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
 
 

17 
9 a.m.—10:45 a.m. Small 
Group 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class; New Member 
Class 
10:40 a.m. Called Session 
Meeting 
11 a.m. Worship/Youth 
Sunday/New Member 
Sunday 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. RHO Read-
ers; Young Adult Lunch 
2 p.m. Daisy Scout Troop 
4:30-7:30 p.m. MS 
Youth; Youth Games & 
Dinner; HS Youth 

18 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon Arts & Crafts 
Guild 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty; Session 
 
 

 

19 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets/Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. MLPA 
 
 

20 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. MPP Per-
formance (Mr. 
Greg’s) 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Cherub & 
Treble choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
with Baron 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

21 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
12:30 p.m. Thursday 
Theology 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Girl Scout 
Leaders; Handbell 
Choir 

22 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 
 

23 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
10 a.m.—1 p.m. MPP 
Spring Fling 
 

24 
9 a.m.—10:45 a.m. Small 
Group 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
4:30-7:30 p.m. MS 
Youth; Youth Games & 
Dinner; HS Youth 

25 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
6:30 p.m. Women’s 
Roundtable 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety; Parliamentarians 

26 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets/Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
4:30 p.m. Tai Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 

27 
8:15 a.m. MPP Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Cherub & 
Treble Choirs 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
with Baron 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

28 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 
 

 
 

29 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 

30 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
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The Atlanta History Center will be the venue for Intown 
Collaborative Ministries’ fourth-annual “Arts 
and Eats” fundraiser Sunday, May 1, from 4 
to 7 p.m. 
 

Featuring food and entertainment, along 
with a silent auction highlighting the arts as 
well as travel, recreation and gift ideas, one 
item of special interest is the “Wall of 
Wine”.  Member Katye Watts (and husband 
Alex) are in charge of collecting 100 bottles 
to create the ‘wall’ and are looking for dona-
tions of bottles worth $25 or more. Guests 
at “Arts and Eats” pay $20 to get a bottle – 

and have the fun of taking home a premium wine for an 
average-wine price. If you’d care to donate 
a wine from your cellar there’ll be a basket 
in the Welcome Center until Apr. 24, or 
you can get in touch with Katye (katye 
mae@gmail.com) to donate directly. 
 

To purchase tickets or to learn more about 
the services ICM provides for our needy 
neighbors in the 30306 and 30307 ZIP 
codes, visit www.intowncm 
.org/artsandeats.  Or contact our         
Morningside ICM shepherd, Laura Ulep 

(LauraUlep@gmail.com).   

 

Like Arts, Eats—Even Drinks? ICM’s Annual Fundraiser Offers All Three 

Crocodile Fights Lion!  RHO Readers Go on April Armchair Adventure 

Morningside’s eclectic book bunch visits the Classic Age 
of adventure novels and welcomes Dr. Ellen Stockstill to 
lead our discussion of She: A History of Adventure by     
H. Rider Haggard on Sunday, Apr. 17, at 12:30 p.m. in 
the Session Room. We encourage first-timers! 
  

About the book Ellen says, "This nineteenth-century ad-
venture novel features a crocodile fighting a lion, an an-
cient city of caves, mummies, cannibalism, literal cliff 
hangers, and a compelling character referred to as 'She-
who-must-be-obeyed.'   She highlights Victorian perspec-

tives on race and gender when Britain was nearing the 
height of its power, and it serves as an intriguing example 
of a fictional work presented as a historical narrative.  If 
you're interested in adventure stories or if you like dis-
cussing how popular culture can reflect societal values, 
come join the fun." 
 

Twice adapted into feature films, She: A History of Ad-
venture is generally available, even from libraries, but if 
you’re purchasing the novel Ellen recommends the 
Broadview Edition.  

From Homelessness to Hymns, Faith Development Offerings Expand Horizons 

Following on the popularity of our eight-week series on 
refugees in Atlanta, Faith Development has invited repre-
sentatives from three of our partner organizations serving 
Atlanta’s homeless populations to meet with us for 
presentations and discussion Sunday mornings at 9:45 in 
Room 201.  
 

Apr. 3 our guest will be Tasho Wesley, describing the 
services Rebecca’s Tent provides for homeless women; 
on Apr. 10 Alice Jenkins will talk about Clifton’s pro-
grams for homeless men.  On Apr. 17, we’ll consider 
homeless children with a speaker from Our House. 

Questions and opinions are always freely offered in the 
Faith Development setting and all adults are encouraged 
to come share the fresh insights always delivered by 
speakers as well as participants. 
 

Our next topic will be church music.  How do you like 
your hymns?  Peppy tunes? Meaningful words? Time-
honored favorites or new adaptations to modern life?  On 
Apr. 24, James Klotz’s presentation will cover the new 
Presbyterian Hymnal.  And on May 1 and 8 our guest pre-
senter on Hymnology will be organist and musicologist 
Randy Romig. 



 

 

Your Session at Work:  March 21 Meeting 
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee 
assignments and church staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org /leaders.  Session minutes, 
once approved, are on file and available for review in the 
church office.) 

• Settling in to their new roles, Children’s Ministries 
Team Leader Sarah Tomaka and DCM Sarah Kate 
DeWyngaert announced a new Children’s Ministry 
Committee, with sub-teams responsible for programs 
and activities for Elementary, Preschool, Mission, 
Family, Fellowship, Nursery and Vacation Bible 
School—which has already exceeded 2015 registra-
tions for this summer and needs lots more volunteers. 
The Morningside Presbyterian Preschool is busy get-
ting ready for Spring Fling Apr. 23 (the story is on 
Page 8). 

• Meanwhile, the new Youth Committee, led by Lisa 
Jern, has been discerning what a sustainable youth pro-
gram, as well as ministry for our youth and their fami-
lies, will look like at our church in the longer term, 
along with planning activities for the near future. Next 
up will be the return of Youth Sunday, Apr. 17. 

• The signs may be subtle but they are there: work has 
begun on projects approved under the Standing and 
Serving for Generations capital campaign. Gutter repair 
and exterior painting are the first steps. Work will 
continue as campaign pledges are received. 

• For the first time, Mission Ministries has an actual 
steering team, over and above the faithful shepherds 
who manage our involvement with partner organiza-
tions.  Using outside materials and relevant scripture, 
the team works to understand the best ways to follow 

the Spirit in reaching out to others in our community 
and world. Emphasis throughout Session on being 
thoughtful and taking time to assess where each team 
and program stands, how it contributes to our overall 
mission and whether everything we undertake is sus-
tainable and is being reflected in reports from our 
ministry teams. 

• Are you waiting for food trucks to return to our cam-
pus? Evangelism Ministries is determining how best to 
evolve these congregational/neighborhood events this 
year.  May will probably bring our first outdoor event 
of the season. 

• Speaking of food, our Events Ministries team only 
needs eight groups, families or individuals to host one 
after-worship social time this year—but two of those 
Sundays are coming up in May. If you enjoy the time 
to chat-and-chew but hosting seems daunting, reach 
out to Jen James or Sandra Ward to get helpful sugges-
tions and/or others to partner with you to spread the 
effort over many hands. 

• Worship and the Arts Ministries has updated materials 
in our Wedding Guidelines to make the language gen-
der-neutral.  The team also got Session approval to 
hold our next Blessing of the Animals service Oct. 2. 

• A proposal to expand the Sarah Richey Memorial Gar-
den to allow individuals and families to include recog-
nition of loved ones who have passed into the Church 
Triumphant is being explored by the Facilities team 
with assistance from a landscape architect.  

       
   Daisy Ottmann 

   Clerk of Session  

 

Prayer Concerns 
Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert:  Kaitlin Andry, Annie Sue Cox,  Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, David Hum-
phries, Timothy Johnson, Warren Johnson, Sr., Alison and Josh Lontz, Annette Lowery, Irene Mahood, Jan McMahan, 
Judy Neal, Marilyn Neforas, Lin Parker, Betty Ray, Ron and Ann Reggio, Peter Regnault, Nell Roberts, Linda and Mike 
Robinson, Dorothy Rogers, Bus and Carmen Ryan, Carlene Sauer, Pat Senak, Kent Smith, Peggy Johnson Smith, Dick 
Stack, Rhonda Tebbenkamp, Mary Turner, John Vytal, Marty Wender, John Young, and Gene Ziegler.  
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BackWords 

MPC Takes Greet, Meet, Eat to New Level with Interfaith Supper Club 

In the long and lovely tradition of breaking bread togeth-
er, Morningside is inaugurating a new way to get to 
know not only other members of our congregation, but 
members from other faith traditions as well, as we host 
our first Interfaith Supper Club on Tuesday, Apr. 12, at 
7 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Seminary intern Anna Miles is spearheading this innova-
tive program to help us learn and share our beliefs over 
the dinner table.  Participation is first-come by emailing 
Anna (anna.miles@emory.edu) – only the first 10 indi-
viduals or couples to respond will be invited. Watch for 

an announcement in Life@ to see which church, syna-
gogue or mosque will be our first guests. The meal will 
be potluck and among the mutual conversations will be 
sharing our journeys of faith and how we came to be 
called to our faith community. 
 

Each ‘meeting’ of the Interfaith Supper Club will stand 
alone, so those who aren’t able to attend this first dinner 
will have an opportunity to sign up for the next 
one.  Questions? Ask Anna. 

Got Kids? Know Kids? Bring Them to Saturday Fun at MPP’s Spring Fling 

Our campus will become a playground for kids of all 
ages as Morningside Presbyterian Preschool presents 
“Spring Fling” Saturday, Apr. 23, from 10 a.m. until     
1 p.m. Among the activities will be bounce houses, a 
petting zoo, a train, face painting and more, including 
a separate toddler area for younger children. Foods to 
eat at the fun fair, as well as treats to take home, are 
always a hit with adults as well as children. The event 
invites all, not just preschoolers and their families. 
 

MPP’s Spring Fling supports the annual budget of the 
preschool—bringing new materials to our class rooms, 
replacing items well-used and supporting our teachers 
through continuing education and teacher appreciation. 
This year’s fair replaces the ‘Jungle Jam” theme used in 
the past few years. 
 

 

April 

Birthdays 
3 Katye Watts 
3 Robert Bartis   
6 Joe Ballay    
6 Sarah Burns    
7 Michael Perez   
7 Anthony Fox    
8 John Blevins    
8 Liz Sommerfeld   
9 Austin Davis    
11 Natalie Batchelor   

 
11 Julie Brow     
12 Hope Bothwell   
13 Greg Johnson   
13 Mindy Potter   
13 Brandon Odom   
15 Jeff Adams    
18 Andrew Stewart   
18 Ezra Zook    
20 Brad Strickland   
20 Sophie Markovic   
20 Thomas Markovic   
20 Isabella Perez   
20 Georgia Moore   
21 Frances Adams   

 
22 Sue Ballay    
23 John Fillyaw   
23 Chip Edgerton   
24 Rebecca Holmes   
25 Caroline Tanner   
26 Ellen Stockstill   
27 Hal Nuckols   
28 Alan Bremer   
29 Browning Fergus   
29 Ann Bowers   
 


