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AUGUST 2017 
Worship at Morningside 

 
 

August 6, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“The Green, Green Grass of Home” 

Genesis 32:22-31; Matthew 14:13-21 

 

 

 

 

 

August 13, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Minimally Less Worse Options” 

Genesis 37:1-4; 12-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 20, 2017 

Beth Waltemath preaching 
 

 

 

 

 

 

August 27, 2017 

Baron Mullis preaching 

“Civil Disobedience in the Maternity Ward” 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 
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we are tasked with showering Christian hospitality to 
friends and family whom we may love but strongly              
disagree. In the current divides of our country, Tippett 
calls me not to prove a point or argue a just cause but to 
enter a conversation with redemption and reconciliation 
for all. 

Since I arrived at Morningside, I’ve been impressed by 
what I consider a great strength of this community – its 
sociability. When Morningside gets together for the 
Morningside Mingle or the Chili Cook-off, or Women’s 
Roundtable or a Young Adult brunch, it’s just fun and 
easy. Conversation flows. Whether you intend to or not, 
you have learned the gift of the generous question that 
invites the person first before it demands a certain                  
answer. As we all return at our own pace from summer 
vacation to gather again in worship, in outreach, and in 
education, let us celebrate our gifts for conversation as 
we look for more ways to practice Christian hospitality to 
old friends and new.   

If you are available over Labor Day weekend, I invite you 
to join me at the Decatur Book Festival after worship on 
Sept. 3.  I will be interviewing Krista Tippett live at the 
Decatur First Baptist Church Stage from 1:15-2 p.m.   

Peace in Christ,  

  

Beth Waltemath                                                                      
Associate for Mission and Faith Development 

 

Summer is a time of reunions 
with classmates, with friends 
and family. This summer, I’ve 
begun to appreciate the                
spiritual practice of                    
conversation.  There is                   
something in the act of asking 
the right questions and                    
listening for the real answers 

that takes attentiveness and kindness.   

Somewhere on my road trips this summer, I saw a                  
billboard that read “Jesus is the Answer.” Jesus may be 
the answer to the existential question we can never quite 
articulate. However, Jesus was not an answer man. He 
was a questioner. In the four gospels, he asked a total of 
307 questions.  He was asked 183 questions by others. 
He only gave straight answers for three.  Jesus knew the 
life-changing power of a good question and a good story. 

Author and journalist, Krista Tippett, hosts an NPR show 
titled “On Being” (formerly called “Speaking of Faith”). 
Her radio show and podcast center on interviews with 
some of the wisest people of our age  For an hour, she 
engages theologians, scholars, scientists, activists, and 
artists on the topics that ignite their passions and the             
moments that expanded their vision of what is possible in 
their fields and this world. In an age in which we are    
finding civil discourse and cooperation increasingly                  
difficult, Tippett shines as an expert in the lost art of    
conversation. 

In her newest book,  Becoming Wise: An Inquiry into the 
Mystery and Art of Living, Tippett writes of her experience 
as a journalist in Cold War Berlin and as a radio host:  “If 
I’ve learned nothing else, I’ve learned this: a question is a 
powerful thing, a mighty use of words. Questions elicit 
answers in their likeness. Answers mirror the questions 
they rise, or fall, to meet. So while a simple question can 
be precisely what’s needed to drive to the heart of the 
matter, it’s hard to meet a simplistic question with                 
anything but a simplistic answer.  It’s hard to transcend a 
combative question. But it’s hard to resist a generous 
question. We all have it in us to formulate questions that 
invite honesty, dignity, and revelation. There is                     
something redemptive and life-giving about asking a                      
better question.” Her words are a good reminder when 
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‘Traditional’ Church Hours Return 
Aug. 6; Second Sunday@8:45 Aug. 13 

Now that you’re used to coming earlier to church, 
it’s a good time to join our adult Faith                               
Development bunch at 9:45 a.m. in Room 201. 
This month’s study will consider the lives of       
women in the New  Testament and debunk myths 
about their leadership and their limitations. Susan 
Hylen, professor of New Testament at Emory  
University, will lead on Aug. 6 and 27. Member 
and seminarian Anna Miles, a student of                        
Dr. Hylen’s, will lead on the same topic Aug. 13 
and 20. 

https://onbeing.org/
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  MPC Begins Children’s Choir Season;  Welcome Shannan O’Dowd as Co-Director 

Young voices lifted in song are not only a heart-warming 
addition to worship at Morningside and a great joy to the 
parents, participation in children’s choirs 
helps develop poise, confidence and a               
life-long love of music, even for those 
who aren’t gifted with a great voice. Plus, 
our children’s choir directing team makes 
singing fun. 

This season we welcome a new director 
to work alongside Dr. Jonathan                     
Crutchfield, our organist/choirmaster, 
with the young choristers. Shannan 
O’Dowd has been a soloist with the     
Chancel Choir this summer and will sing 
in our Morningside Sings Musical  Magic 
gala Aug. 19-20.   

Shannan is the choral director at Johns Creek High 
School and also has a private voice and piano studio at 
Honey Bee Music School in Buford. She’s a graduate of 
Kennesaw State University with a Bachelor of Music in 
Choral Music Education. She recently won the 2017 
Shuler Award for Music Direction for the high school’s 

production of “Cinderella.” Shannan also performs in 
Coro Vocati, a professional chamber choir in Atlanta, 

and with the Kennesaw State University 
Community and Alumni Choir.  

Our children’s choirs rehearsals begin 
Wednesday, Aug. 23, with some                       
important changes.  First, this year our 
youngest singers must be five years old by 
the first rehearsal. Second, rehearsals for 
both the Cherub Choir (age five through 
first grade) as well as the Treble Choir 
(second through fifth grades) will be from 
6 to 6:30 Wednesday evenings. 

For more information and to sign up your 
kids for these short rehearsals, contact 

Jonathan(jcrutchfield@morningsidepc.org).  Some of the 
events our children’s choirs can look forward to in the 
coming months  include not only singing in worship but 
also preparing for the Christmas pageant, Dec. 10; leading 
worship Palm Sunday, Mar. 25; and a children’s musical 
next June.  

Morningside Milestones 

 And then there were three!  Marian Joan, born June 28, has joined Kathleen and Knox as a blessed addition to the               
Wilmer family.   

 Speaking of blessings, Morningside Presbyterian enjoyed the services of Shari Tant and Jack Klotz for more than nine 
years as head ushers. We’re most grateful for their devotion. Robin Hackney now heads the smiling faces that hand out 
bulletins, collect offerings and say hi to members and visitors, providing any help needed. If you’d like to become                   
involved (as little as one Sunday per month) and get better acquainted, reach out to Robin (robinotte@gamil.com).  

 MPC has taken ownership of a donated car—a key to steady employment and                               
self-sufficiency for the Kinumbe-Bauma family. But Bienfait still is working toward his                 
driver’s license and in the meantime, the family still needs rides to church (http://
www.signupgenius.com/ go/409044ca5aa28a3ff2-rides). 

    Pray AGAINST Rain?  Food Trucks Are Scheduled to Return 

Yes, we love whatever weather the Lord sends us, but since thunderstorm warnings cancelled our June food truck 
event, we’d like to see all our members, friends and neighbors able to meet and greet on our grounds Thursday, Aug. 
25, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

A selection of vendors will bring their diverse and yummy offerings and the planners have some special treats lined up as 
well.  With school back in session, our food truck parties are a great way to reward the kids for finishing their                       
homework by running off some energy on the playground, while the adults get better acquainted.  

 

mailto:jcrutchfield@morningsidepc.org
mailto:robinotte@gamil.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/%20go/409044ca5aa28a3ff2-rides
http://www.signupgenius.com/%20go/409044ca5aa28a3ff2-rides
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 1 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight          
Watchers 
7:30 p.m. MLPA Zoning 

2 
6 p.m. APNC 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 

  
 
 
 
 

3 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4 
 

5 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
5 p.m. Young Adult 
Cookout (Offsite) 

 
 
 
 

6 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                     
Development 
11 a.m. Worship/                            
Communion/ Children’s 
Sunday School                
(PreK-Kinder) 
12 p.m. Fellowship 
12:30 a.m. Deacon’s 
Meeting 
4 p.m. Youth Committee                   
Meeting 
5 p.m. Youth Group 

7 

12 p.m. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
6 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/ Children’s 
Ministries 
 
 
 

8 
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
5 p.m. Preschool               
Committee Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Weight          
Watchers 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

10 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Poetry 
Group 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
6:30 p.m. MPP 
Meet and Greet 

 

 
 
 

11 
9 a.m. First Aid/
CPR Training 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13 
8:45 a.m. Second Sunday 
Worship Service 
9:45 a.m. Faith                       
Development 
11 a.m. Worship/                
Children’s Sunday School 
(PreK-Kinder) 
12 p.m. Fellowship 
 
 
 

14 

9 a.m. MPP  
7 p.m. MLPA/ 
Mandolin Society 
 

       

 

 
 

15 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight          
Watchers 
 

 
 
 

16 
7 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
9 a.m. MPP  
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

17 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
12:30 p.m. Third 
Thursday Theology 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
 
 

         

18 
9 a.m. MPP  
 
 

19 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
7 p.m. Morningside 
Sings! 
 

20 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                          
Development 
11 a.m. Worship/                  
Children’s Sunday School 
(PreK-Kinder) 
12 p.m. Fellowship 
12:30 p.m. Young Adult                 
Luncheon/RHO Readers 
3 p.m. Morningside Sings! 
Matinee 

21 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 p.m. Arts and 
Crafts Guild 
2 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
6 p.m. Cooking 
Guild 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/Session 
 
 
 

22 

9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight                            
Watchers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

9 a.m. MPP  
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
5 p.m. Food Trucks 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 

25 
9 a.m. MPP  

26 
9 a.m. Women’s 
AA Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and              
Conversation 
9:45 a.m. Faith                         
Development 
11 a.m. Worship/                 
Children’s Sunday School 
(PreK-Kinder) 
12 p.m. Fellowship 

28 
9 a.m. MPP 
7 p.m. Mandolin 
Society/                   
Parliamentarians 
 
 

29 
9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yoga 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson’s Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight                 
Watchers 

 
 

30 
9 a.m. MPP  
7 p.m. Wells Knitting 
Group 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 
 

31 

9 a.m. MPP  
11 a.m. Yogasculpt 
6 p.m. Night Yoga 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
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Can You Whistle While You Work?  ‘Sure!’ Says Gala Cast, Crew 

                                            

                                 SPOTLIGHT ON MUSICAL MAGIC  
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A cast and crew of more than 50 Morningside members are enjoying rehearsals for “When You Wish Upon a Star:                 
Morningside Sings Musical Magic.”  MPC’s fourth annual gala will be presented Saturday, Aug. 19 at 7 p.m. and again     
Sunday, Aug. 20 at 3 p.m. Admission is free but donations collected at the performances will benefit our music                  
programs and the greater community which Morningside serves. 

The production integrates eight decades of Disney music into one show, including sunny kids’ songs, lush ballads, rustic 
folk songs and pulsating rock numbers.  Concept creator, producer and director Jeff Peters notes, “Regardless of                    
musical style, Disney songs are ones of hope and small musical affirmations of what makes life worth living.”    

Returning as musical director, Derek Matthews says, “In researching the material, we observed that Disney had a deep  
respect for the power of music in storytelling and found that many of his initial animated efforts are told predominantly 
through song. We’ve included songs from the studio’s first feature-length film, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs and               
music from their most recent animated film, Moana.  And, we’re featuring several tunes from the apex of Disney’s                 
artistic vision, Mary Poppins, including ‘Chim Chim Cher-ee’ which won an Academy Award for Best Song.  This year, 
many of the numbers are arranged by Mac Frampton specifically for the instruments in our orchestra.  We are excited 
about the color and fun they add to the experiences!”  

While working with the children and youth ages five through sixteen in this year’s production, the cast has enjoyed ob-
serving how much importance these songs have in their lives.  During rehearsals, the cast often hears screams of joy and 
excitement “Oh Dad, Mom and I have watched that movie 100 times.”  Choral Director  Jonathan Crutchfield observes, 
“It’s a beautiful experience.  Now we get to teach the children and youth in the production some of the classics we grew 
up with; while the children teach us the songs that currently shape their lives.” 

For all of the music that has been gathered for this presentation, Jeff Peters hopes “we have attached that Disney ray of 
hope in the material that we’ll be performing.  With these beloved songs, the cast is taking a magical and bonding               
voyage, on which we are slowly learning to, as often as possible, in the words of one song, let our conscience be our 
guide.  Over the past three years we have established a tradition through the Morningside Sings! galas of bringing a large 
audience of members and visitors into our church home.  This year, we’re hopeful that ‘When You Wish Upon a Star:  
Morningside Sings Musical Magic’ proves to be one of Morningside’s largest and warmest Evangelism events to date.”  

It’s Not Too Late to Help Make Wishes Come True 

You can still become a Morningside Sings! Patron in                   
advance of the gala. Donations help offset the expenses of 
the production and contribute to MPC’s ongoing music and 
community mission ministries. A contribution of $500 or 
more makes you A Whole New World Patron and you’ll get 
reserved seats plus a cast-signed program. Or become 
a Circle of Life Patron by contributing $100 - $499 and                   
receive a cast-signed program. Just mail or drop a check in 
the offering plate indicating Morningside Sings! on the 
memo line or visit the website (www.morningsidepc.org), 
click on the online giving tab and select “Morningside 
Sings!”  Please let us know how you want your name(s) 
listed in the program (deadline is Aug. 11). If you have any 
questions, contact church treasurer Bill Humphries 
(bill48@bellsouth.net or 404.226.3345). 

http://www.morningsidepc.org/
mailto:bill48@bellsouth.net


 

 

Prayer Concerns  

Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—public or private—use prayer 
cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list from the most recent weekly 
Life@ insert: Anna Best, Sue Blouin, Patricia Boyko, Andrew Brady (Gwyn Brady’s brother), Ann Coffey (Sarah Beth Gehl’s 

mother), Richard Ezell, Baby Boy Beavers and Farmer family, Chuck Fishpaw (Brenda Fishpaw’s son), Walter Gilbert (Patrick 
Gilbert’s father), Ann Herndon (Will Herndon’s mother), Billy Jones (Melissa Lawson’s father), Friends and relatives of Linda 
Johnson, Klotz family, Betty Lynn Lambert, Jan McMahan, Ted McMahan, Michael Morgan, Lin Parker (Nancy Coomes’ 
friend), Ray family, Bev Reed, Beth Klotz Von Seggern (Jack Klotz’s sister), Marlie Ann Senf, Myra Shore, Mary Turner (Sanda 
Means’ mother), Waltemath-Lewicki family, Wells family, Dr. Nathaniel West (Dr. West’s father), Evelyn Wimberly (Nancy 
Frampton’s ex-mother-in-law), John Young. 
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BackWords 

Fellowship Hall Renovation Approaches Fruition 

3 Bill Southwood 

4 Greg Wolters 

4 Julia Jarratt 

5 Shannon Harris 

5 Nancy Coomes 

5 Sandy Jones 

5 Pete Mounts 

6 Lucy Grant 

8 Megan           
Mashburn 

8 Amanda 
Lewis 

8 John McNeill 

12 Charlotte Gaare 

12 Annie Kimball 

12 Jake Jones 

13 Charlie Irwin 

13 Jennye Guy 

13 Charlie Menefee 

16 Ted Fleming 

16 Preston Ladds 

17 Marti Adams 

17 Katie Davis 

18 Sandra Ward 

18 Nancy Lane 

19 Nick Lazzaro 

20 Ed Garrison 

20 Caroline Parrish 

22 Bill Means 

22 Maggie Adams 

22 Jon Bradway 

22 Sarah Chatel 

23 Ericson Harris 

23 Tim Holbrook 

24 Bryan Busch 

25 Bonnie Daneker 

26 Douglas Selph 

27 Debbie Fox 

27 Michelle Gorman 

28 Rob Cromwell 

29 Cha Holmes 

29 Randy Parrish 

29 Christopher Lewis 

30 Jill Klotz 

30 Elizabeth Rice 

31 Scott Bremer 

31 Charlsie Woolley 

31 Dale Ray 

 

If you’ve peeked into Fellowship Hall lately, you might think we’ll be enjoying after-worship refreshments in the Welcome  
Center for weeks and weeks to come.  Not so!  We expect Phase One of the renovation project will see us chatting and chewing 
in Fellowship Hall once again by Aug. 12.   

Phase Two, which encompasses the stage modifications, will begin in the fall and is scheduled to be complete before the                
holidays, giving us yet another reason to celebrate. During Phase Two construction, we’ll still be able to use Fellowship Hall on 
a limited basis. 

          Check Out These August Opportunities to Serve Our Community 

In addition to rides, the Kinumbe-Bauma family also really could use a double stroller with a rain cover. Our friend and church 
member, Georgine Kinumbe-Bauma will be a student with her kids, Dorcas and Ezekiel, at the new location of the Mommy and 
Me preschool and adult literacy program—thanks in part  to work an MPC crew contributed July 15. The location is in walking 
distance of Georgine and Bienfait’s apartment at The Lakes but the roads are busy. It will be easier for her to get to and from 
class with a double stroller. If you have either a stroller or raincoat to donate, contact Katye Watts. 

It’s our Saturday to help at Intown Collaborative Ministries again on Aug. 12.  From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. we’ll meet at the food 
pantry at McIver Hall (next to Druid Hills Presbyterian) to distribute food to homeless and in-need folks in our area. Contact 
Laura Ulep (Lauraulep@gmail.com)  or Nancy Collins (ncollins0209@gamil.com) to join the team. 

Make a new young friend (or continue with the same student you mentored last year) as a new term of hanging out and reading 
with second- and third-grade students at J.W. Dobbs Elementary School begins Aug. 16. It’s an 11 a.m., once-a-month,                 
one-hour opportunity to spend time with a youngster, guided by a helpful information sheet supplied by his or her teacher. The 
campus is a short drive from the church and many volunteers choose to carpool from the MPC parking lot. Sign up with a friend 
so we can extend our reach to more kids. Baron Mullis is shepherd for this program—contact him with questions or to sign on. 

birthdays 

mailto:Lauraulep@gmail.com
mailto:ncollins0209@gamil.com

