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December 2015 
Worship at Morningside 

 
December 6, 2015 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“By the Tender Mercy of Our God” 

Texts: Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11 

The sacrament of communion will be celebrated. 

 
December 13, 2015 

Special Music Sunday 
Music will feature the 

Children’s Choirs, Youth Ensemble, 
Handbell Choir, and the Chancel Choir 

 
December 20, 2015 

Baron Mullis preaching 
“An Old Familiar Song” 

Texts: Luke 1:46b-55; Micah 5:2-5a 
The sacrament of baptism will be celebrated. 

 
December 27, 2015 

Drew Stockstill preaching 
“Boy, Don’t You Ever” 

Texts: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Luke 2:41-52 
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• Cleaning supplies (a broom particularly) 
• Money 
• Blankets 
• Love and comfort  
 

They thought of their relatives, too, and wanted for 
them: 
• An elf 
• Lonely relatives might want visitors 
• Gift cards for things they might need 
• To see them 
• A back massager 
 

And they wanted to say to you: 
• I love you 
• Happy Christmas Eve 
• Thank you for the Christmas pageant. 
 

We thought you might want to know what we thought 
was important (and so I’m delighted to share their 
thoughts with you).   
 

Thanks for reading.  
 

With much love,  

Mia, Austin, Molly, Cate, Eva, Harper, Jack, Addie, 
Katharine, Anna and Baron 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  
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I thought for our Christmas 
Messenger that I might ask 
some of my friends who are a 
little bit younger to help me 

out, so I went down to Fellowship Hall where they were 
playing and waiting for Children’s Choirs practice to 
begin, and asked them a few questions.  
 

Here is what they love about Christmas: 
• Opening presents on Christmas Day 
• Decorating the tree  
• The tree itself 
• Snow 
• Getting out the ornaments 
• Spending it with friends and family 
• Being in the Christmas pageant (four of my inform-

ants will be angels) 

• Spending time with family 
 

Here are the Christmas presents they want: 
• Guitar 
• Music kit 
• R2D2 
• Suitcase 
• Make-up set 
• Computer 
• A horse (two at least will be needed) 
 

They thought that some of our neighbors who are      
experiencing homelessness might need: 
(this question was their idea, not mine… well done, 
Morningside!) 
• Sweatshirt 
• Food 
• Housing 



 

 

                                                    

                                                 Inside Morningside 
PAGE  3 

 
 

Morningside Milestones 
•We welcome to our church family four new members—Jack and Kimberley Brewster (plus their two children), Michael 
Pittman and John Young. For those who are interested in such things, we’ve received 24 new adult members this year, 
plus our 15 confirmands, bringing our year-end total membership (after a massive mid-year roll verification project) to 
510. 

•If you suspected we’ve had a baptism every Sunday lately, you’re absolutely correct. We started November by welcom-
ing Lydia Grace Stockstill (Drew and Ellen’s daughter) to the family of Christ, followed by Calvin John David Yntema 
(son of David Yntema and Esther Patrick), then Grady Stephen Ulep (son of Kyle and Laura), Emmett Charles Mashburn 
(son of Mark and Megan) and Evanston Chapman ‘Chap’ O’Brien (son of Emily and Eric). 

•He must have indeed practiced, practiced, practiced, because our Dr. Jonathan Crutchfield got invited to play the organ 
at Carnegie Hall in November, in a concert that included a Mozart Mass and the premiere of a work by a Georgia com-
poser. 

•We mourn with the family of one of our long-time, active members, Kenneth Sapp, who joined the Church Triumphant 
on Nov. 21. We also reach out in Christian sympathy to the Irwin family on the death of Joanna's brother, Andrew Mock. 

ers, support for the homebound, and other spiritual and 
practical care. If you have such a need, reach out to a dea-
con. Session’s former Congregational Nurture Ministries 
has been renamed Events Ministries to clarify its role. 
 

Children, Youth and Families Ministries has been split to 
align better with Sarah Kate DeWyngaert’s children’s 
ministries and Drew Stockstill’s work with our youth. 
The Planning Committee ends its year of work with the 
installation of baby-changing facilities in the Welcome 
Center restrooms and now will wind up the five-year 
Strategic Plan created in 2012 and look forward to creat-
ing our next five-year plan.  
 

Discipleship Ministries will encourage formation of small 
spiritual-affinity groups in the new year, as well as in con-
tinuing to offer challenging, educational and fulfilling 
Faith Development studies for adults. Expect new direc-
tions in Evangelism as well, as we redesign our website 
and increase use of social media. Last and not least, as 
funds are received from our capital campaign, work will 
begin on improvement to our church home. 
 

We encourage every member to consider becoming a 
part of any of these new opportunities, either through 
filling out the Using Your Gifts form on our website’s 
member pages or by speaking to any officer.  

Leadership, Staff Changes Offer Opportunities for New Directions 
We elected new church officers in November. Deacon 
and Elder are far from ceremonial titles—our elected 
representatives take on major responsibilities for direct-
ing and overseeing all parts of our church, from finances 
to facilities to worship and more. The Presbyterian form 
of government relies extensively on the work of commit-
tees and one big challenge for our new and returning 
team leaders will be to get more members of our congre-
gation involved in the vital work of our church. 
 

We congratulate these new Elders: Tony Fishpaw, Mar-
shall Hunter, Dave Mogge, Sarah Tomaka, Sandra Ward 
and Greg Wolters; and new Deacons: Georgia Marshall 
(one-year term), Ellen Behm, Joe Brady, Leslie Prince 
and Tish Woolley, and our congregational members for 
next year’s officer nominating committee: Cindy Hum-
phries, Bill Means and David Terry. 
 

We also congratulate and thank the members of the Class 
of 2015 who are completing their three years of ser-
vice—Elders Eleanor Attwood (who chaired Mission), 
Martin Dunlap (co-chair of Human Resources), Laura 
Fillyaw (Children, Youth and Families Ministries), Van 
Jensen (Commitment), Hillery McNeill (co-chair of 
Standing and Serving for Generations campaign) and Rob 
Payne (also co-chair of Human Resources), and Deacons 
Sandy Jones and Anthony Owens. 
 

Our Diaconate has sharpened its focus toward providing 
richer and deeper congregational nurture, including pray-
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MPC’s ‘Dirty Dozen’ Prepares New Orleans Rehab Project for Homecoming 

She lived in the 100-year-old house for more than 40 
years—raised her five kids there.  Then came Hurricane 
Katrina and the home experienced severe damage.  A con-
tracting crew was rehabbing a house across the street, so 
she put up her savings to hire them to fix her place next.  
The result was a disaster—and the so-called contractor 
disappeared with her money. 
 

Fast-forward—creep forward— nine long years. This old 
house in the Hollygrove neighborhood of New Orleans 
was accepted for remediation by Project Homecoming, a 
non-profit that specializes in rehabbing hurricane-damaged 
homes. First they needed permits to remove everything 
the scam artists had thrown into the place.  Then the vol-
unteers came—including, in June 2015, a bunch of teens 
and their advisors from a church in Atlanta called Morning-
side Presbyterian. 
 

In November, through coincidence or grace, 12 adult vol-
unteers from Morningside returned to the very same light-
green shotgun-style home to apply finishing touches. Eve-
ryone did a little bit of everything, but let’s note that 
Shirley Adair planted dwarf mondo grass around the holly-
tree sapling in the front yard.  Drew Stockstill, Curt Bar-
rett and Anthony Owens mixed and chipped concrete to 
redo the front porch and steps. Shirley’s cousin Ann 
Lowder applied touch-up paint.  Hillery McNeill scrubbed 
out all the new but very dirty cabinetry in the kitchen and 
new bathroom. Sandra Ward scraped out paint spots on 
the old hardwood floors.  Lloyd Prince and Jack Klotz in-
stalled window screens. I mopped the filthy floors—twice.  
And then we loaded all the reusable materials on the Pro-
ject Homecoming truck and put the debris in the dump-
ster. It looks as though the owner will be home for the 
holidays! 
 

Meanwhile, Roland and Ellen Behm worked with commit-
tee volunteers and mentally handicapped adults to get 
ready for their organization’s big fund-raising gala and arts-
and-crafts sale Friday night. 
 

He was so deep in addiction to crack cocaine and alcohol 
that he decided his only recourse was to end his life. He 
planned to buy a rope and knew where he was going to 
loop it to hang himself. Only two weeks later, his beaming 

smile lit up the room as he told Morningside volunteers his 
story of redemption and hope at Belle Reve shelter. Belle 
Reve is not merely a night shelter—residents have their 
own rooms, with locks on the doors—in one of three 
homes in a cluster.  Residents who qualify, through fol-
lowing the rules and maintaining employment, can call 
Belle Reve home permanently. Our Morningsiders 
brought a feast to share of jambalaya, shrimp etouffee and 
more great fare from Café Reconcile, another outreach 
program that equips unemployed persons to work in the 
food-service industry.   
 

Our final day of service was unusual and equally reward-
ing.  We went to the vast New Orleans City Park and in-
stalled Christmas trees in the amusement area for the an-
nual event known as Christmas at the Oaks, the major fund
-raiser to sustain the self-funded park. After we set up 85 
trees, we decorated them, along with the trunks of crepe 
myrtles and swaths of tropical foliage, with hundreds of 
strings of lights.  The park director said that with a staff of 
six they never would have had these evergreens ready for 
schools to adopt and array with theme decorations. 
 
Yes, we got tired and quite dirty.  But we also played Bin-
go with the members of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church who sponsor the Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans 
(RHINO) program after their Wednesday-night supper. 
And we dined with a gracious family in their Warehouse 
District townhouse, with a fabulous view of downtown 
from their rooftop. We walked along the top of a levee for 
miles and watched the sunset. We gorged on po’ boys, 
bread pudding, catfish and much, much more of the good 
eats for which the Crescent City is famous. We took com-
munion in the chapel at SCAPC.  Above all, we built 
stronger, deeper relationships among each other. And, the 
grateful staff at City Park treated us to a private ride on the 
109-year-old carousel— one of those things they call la-
gniappe in New Orleans—and we call one of those heart-
warming surprises every service project delivers.  We 
hope you’ll consider joining us for an experience like this 
on our next outreach. 
       
              --Daisy Ottmann 
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1 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini-
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Theology on Tap 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455; 
MLPA Zoning 

2 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs; Pag-
eant Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 

3 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 

4 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:30 a.m. Advent deco-
rating 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
1 p.m. MPP Karate 
7 p.m. Choir Party 
(home of the        
Frampton’s) 
 

 
 

5 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
2 p.m. Piano Recital 
7 p.m. LGBT & Friends 
Holiday Party (home of 
the Humphries’) 
 

6    
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class; Pageant Re-
hearsal 
11 a.m. Worship / Com-
munion 
12 noon Fellowship 
4:30-7:30 p.m. MS Youth;  
Youth Games & Dinner; 
HS Youth 
 
 

7 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. MPP Chapel 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety; Metro ATL 
Beekeepers Assoc.; 
Children’s Ministry 
Listening Session 
 

8 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini-
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
7 p.m. Preschool Com-
mittee 
7:30 p.m. Troop 455 
 
 

9 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
5:30 p.m. Treble and 
Cherub Choirs 
6:45 p.m. Pageant 
Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 

 
 

10 
9 a.m. MPP 
9:15 a.m. MPP Parent 
Tour 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Handbell 
Choir 
 
 

11 
9 a.m. MPP / Early 
dismissal 
10 a.m. Creative Move-
ment 
12 p.m. Karate; MPP 
Staff luncheon 
7 p.m. Couples Group 

 
 
 

12 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting; Christmas 
Pageant Rehearsal 
7:30 p.m. Young Adults 
Christmas Party (home 
of the Fleming’s) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship/Special 
Music Sunday/Children 
Sing 
12 noon Fellowship 
12:45 p.m. Pageant Set-up 
5 p.m. Christmas Pag-
eant/Chili Cook-off/ 
Carol Sing followed by 
Youth Christmas party 
6 p.m. Journey 
 

14 
9 a.m. MPP 
12 noon Arts & Crafts 
Guild 
1 p.m. MPP Ballet 
7 p.m. Mandolin Socie-
ty 
7:30 p.m. Morningside 
Lenox Park Assoc. 

15 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Yoga 
1 p.m. MPP Mini 
Monets; Playball 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 

16 
7 a.m. Men’s Break-
fast 
8:15 a.m. MPP Chil-
dren’s Yoga 
9 a.m. MPP / Carols 
and Coffee 
1 p.m. MPP Music 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 
 
 

 

17 
9 a.m. MPP 
11 a.m. Fun with 
Weights 
1 p.m. Playball 
7:30 p.m. Girl Scout 
Leaders; Handbell 
Choir 

18 
9 a.m. MPP 
10 a.m. MPP Creative 
Movement 
11 a.m. Karate 

 

19 
8 a.m. Virginia Highland 
5K Run 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
 
 

20 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship/Baptism 
12 noon Fellowship 
7:30 p.m. Healing Service 
 

 

21 
MPP/Christmas Break 
6 p.m. Session Dinner 
and Meeting 

 

22 
MPP/Christmas Break 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 

23 
MPP/Christmas 
Break 
7 p.m. Chancel Choir 

24 
MPP/Christmas Break 
4 p.m. Children’s and 
Families’ Christmas 
Eve Service 
8 p.m. Candlelight 
Service of Lessons and 
Carols 

25 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Church Office & MPP 
Closed 

26 
9 a.m. Women’s AA 
Meeting 
 

27 
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Con-
versation 
9:45 a.m. Faith Develop-
ment Class 
11 a.m. Worship 
12 noon Fellowship 
 
 

28 
MPP/Christmas Break 
7 p.m. Mandolin So- 
ciety 
7:30 p.m. Parliamen-
tarians 

29 
MPP/Christmas Break 
12 noon Arts & Crafts 
Guild 
2:15 p.m. Parkinson Tai 
Chi 
6:30 p.m. Weight 
Watchers 

30 
MPP/Christmas 
Break 
7:30 p.m. Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

 
 

31 
MPP/Christmas Break 
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ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 

ICM Food Collection 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Interested in learning how to sing 
Shape Note music? Come Satur-
day, Feb. 6 from 10 a.m. to        
12 noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
Watch for more information next 
month. 
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Advent Lessons 
For our adults, Advent began a week early, with our Faith 
Development gathering in Room 201 at 9:45 a.m., but 
through the season our group will discuss Joy on Dec. 6, 
led by Jack and James Klotz; Love on Dec. 13, led by 
Drew Stockstill and Beth Baer; the Christmas Savior on 
Dec. 20 led by Betsy Holland and Bill Humphries, and on 
Dec. 27,  Epiphany Light, led by Gail Kitchens.  Here’s 
one of this year’s innovations—on Nov. 29, our preschool 
and elementary children and their parents prepared for the 
Advent season and made calendars together in an Advent 
Family Workshop.   
 

Christmas Pageant and Supper 
Rising to the challenge of being in a new job at a new 
church just as the holiday season began to loom on the 
horizon, our Director of Children’s Ministries is working 
with a cadre of our elementary and pre-school kids to pre-
sent our annual Christmas Pageant at 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 13—and here’s the new part:  it will be in our Sanc-
tuary. Our Children’s Choirs will lead our singing of cher-
ished carols during the pageant. 
 

There’ll be even more caroling later in the evening in Fel-
lowship Hall—but first, come downstairs for a bowl (or 
more!) of chili and sides. This supper involves some serious 
chili—there’s a contest for the best bowl of…red? Green? 
Beans or no beans?  Let the judges decide—plus we’ll all 
be able to vote for our Fan Favorite. Besides cooks to bring 
a pot of their favorite chili—or soup—we need volunteers 
to set the tables (which will be set up ahead of time), serve 
and clean up. If you can help, especially if you don’t have a 
member of the pageant cast to watch, contact Rachel 
Spears (rachelespears@yahoo.com). 
 

And after we’ve eaten, we can join the always-popular 
Christmas Carol Sing-Along accompanied by two pianos. 
 

Music of the Season 
Every musical entity at Morningside will contribute to our 
celebration of the season. Organist/Choirmaster Dr. Jona-
than Crutchfield is going to pull out all the stops (pause to 
groan for the awful organ pun). 

Even the organ is wearing a new look: if you haven’t no-
ticed the new rank of pipes in our organ loft, come for-
ward in the Sanctuary before or after worship and have a 
look. We’ve now installed the Second Open Diapason 
rank, which we purchased as part of our 2007 A Time of 
Promise capital campaign but which for reasons with the 
manufacturer were not delivered, installed and ‘voiced’ to 
be ready to play until this month. Diapasons are the pipes 
which produce the characteristic “organ sound”, unlike 
flutes, strings, reeds or other voices possible in this versa-
tile instrument. They are often featured, as they are in our 
Wickes-Coulter Organ, at the front ranks—in fact in 
French organs they are called montre, which means 
“display” or prestant, which means ”standing in front”. 
 

Our annual Special Music Sunday will also take place on 
Dec. 13, during the 11 a.m. worship hour. Music focusing 
on the celestial chorus—the angels—will be sung by the 
Children’s Choirs, the Youth Ensemble, and the Chancel 
Choir, with music by the Handbell Choir and organ 
rounding out the morning service. 
 

The season will culminate Christmas Eve with the beauty 
of the 4 p.m. family friendly service and the 8 p.m. Can-
dlelight Service of Lessons and Carols, which tells the 
Christmas story through scripture and carols presented by 
our clergy, the Chancel Choir, the Handbell Choir and 
other talented musicians. Doors open at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Childcare reservations are required for our additional 
worship services throughout the Advent season. If your 
nursery or preschool child will need childcare during ei-
ther the 4 p.m. or 8 p.m. Christmas Eve services, please 
make a reservation with Sarah Kate 
(sarahkate@morningsidepc.org).  

Our Church’s Seasonal Traditions Continue with New Twists 
Everything old—the timeless and beloved story of the advent and birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ—is honored annually in 
our season of observance. And yet, each year we search for fresh ways to hear the age-told messages. Here’s what’s in 
store for Advent and Christmas at Morningside: 
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In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he makes it incredibly 
clear to the early Christians that when we practice com-
munion, we’re never supposed to separate communion 
from community.  As a church family we are collecting food 
supplies for the homeless and hungry all this month.   I 
want to invite you to take an opportunity deliberately to 
connect receiving and giving.   
 

On Dec. 6, the first Sunday in December, we will receive 
communion by intinction. (This is where worshippers 
come forward and take the elements directly from the 
clergy and elders by tearing a piece of bread off of a com-
mon loaf and dipping it in a common cup.)   

You’re encouraged to bring offerings of canned or dry 
goods with you to worship in the Sanctuary on Dec. 6. You 
will see baskets at the front of the Sanctuary as we prepare 
for the Lord’s Supper. When we come forward to receive 
communion, we can place our food offerings in the baskets 
for those in need. As we place these food items in the bas-
ket during the sacrament, it is a way to remind ourselves 
that we can never separate communion from community.   

December Communion Service Will Connect Faith With Practice 

 

Prayer Concerns…Members of our community have asked for individual prayer. To be on the prayer list—
public or private—use prayer cards found in the pew racks or speak with Baron. Morningside Messenger will carry the list 
from the most recent weekly Life@ insert: Connie Crowley, Bill Garmon, Hamilton family, Ann Herndon, Penny Hill, 
Finley Holaway, Irwin Family, Braxton Jarratt, Kaitlin Andry, Melanie Donnelly, Ellen Hardeman, Ron and Ann Reggio, 
Peggy Johnson Smith, Warren Johnson, Sr., Timothy Johnson, Vicky Langford, Rhett Laurens, Annette Lowery, Bobbie 
McCrackin, Jan McMahan, Marilyn Neforas, Linda and Mike Robinson, Bus and Carmen Ryan, Bruce Sandkam, Pat Senak,  
Greg and Mary Ann Smith and family, Kent Smith, Dick Stack, Jennifer and Jason Swafford, Mike and Amelia Tyler, John 
Vytal, Lincoln Weis. 

Bring Meals to Students Before They Head Home for Holidays—Or Next Year 
College kids are always hungry, right?  And not only for a meal, but for some local friends. Even though they’ll soon be 
taking their holiday break, Emory University’s Presbyterian Campus Ministry group will greatly appreciate a meal any time 
school is in session. 
 

We’ve made the process easy. You can sign up to bring a simple Tuesday night meal for eight to 10 co-eds by following 
this link: http://www.TakeThemAMeal.com/RecipientLast Name:@Emory with the password 7396. Their hangout 
room supplies drinks, plates and utensils—you just need to drop off the dinner by 6:30 p.m. and you’re invited to stay and 
eat with the students if you can. 
 

Our Friends of the Campus Ministry has other opportunities besides meal delivery.  Your contacts for more information 
are Catherine Fleming (catherinedfleming@gmail.com) or Leslie Prince (leslieprince@comcast.net). 

Affinity Groups Meet, Party, Suspend for Season 
Theology on Tap meets the first Tuesday as usual. On  
Dec. 1, at the home of Ken Sharpe (1700 Timberland Ave. 
30345), Richard Brownlee hosts the 7 p.m. supper. Baron 
continues his commandment series with a discussion of 
honoring parents. RSVP to the church office. 
 

LGBT and Friends celebrate with a holiday party on Satur-
day, Dec. 5, at 7 p.m. at the home of Cindy and Bill Hum-
phries (1881 Dayron Trace, Marietta 30062). RSVP ASAP 
to Cindy (cindy52@bellsouth.net). 

Our Young Adults Christmas Party will be Saturday,   
Dec. 12, at the home of Catherine and Ted Fleming (2390 
Virginia Pl NE 30305). 
 

Baron’s Wednesday evening Bible study will meet Dec. 2 
and suspend until Jan. 13. The Arts and Crafts Guild will 
hold their regular noon sessions Dec. 14 and 29. Women’s 
Roundtable, One Gray Hair and RHO Readers will re-
sume next year. Watch our email news, Life@ and the 
website for further holiday updates. 
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Our nearby women’s shelter and long-term outreach 
partner has a new name and a new director, Tasho Wes-
ley. This is the thirty-second consecutive year the shelter 
has offered services to women who need assistance. Al-
most 400 volunteers help the shelter each year between 
November and April. 
 

MPC has two winter service programs with Rebecca’s 
Tent.  As we have for many past years, we’ve committed 
to provide two volunteers for dinner service evenings for 
two five-day periods: Jan. 13-17 and Feb. 17-21, 2016. 
The other opportunity is to provide gently used women’s 
clothing now through the holidays as the adult Faith De-
velopment group spearheads an Advent ‘clothing tree’ 
collection for both Rebecca’s Tent and for Intown Col-
laborative Ministries (ICM), which seeks attire for both 
men and women facing homelessness. Watch for more 
information on these clothing needs.   
 

Both sets of dates are Wednesday through Sunday nights 
for the January-February service at the shelter, from 6 
until 8 p.m. During the two-hour volunteer commit-
ment, you serve the evening meal (food that is brought in 

Shearith Israel Women’s Shelter Becomes Rebecca’s Tent, Seeks Clothes, Volunteers 

by other volunteers). "Serving" involves warming up the 
food and serving on paper plates as the women arrive at 
the shelter from their daily work or job searches.  If there 
are leftovers, volunteers make sandwiches, etc., and 
leave them in the refrigerator for women's lunches the 
following day. Finally, the kitchen gets cleaned up before 
the volunteers leave.  
 

If you are willing to serve on one or more evenings, you 
can sign up by either posting your name on the list at the 
Mission Board at church or contact Phyllis Grimes 
(grimes2230@bellsouth.net) and indicate the date(s) that 
are convenient for you. For those who sign up, an e-mail 
reminder will be sent approximately a week prior to 
your commitment indicating who is serving with you, the 
address, etc.   
   

Male volunteers are welcome! 
 

The shelter also welcomes donations of small shampoo 
containers, soaps, deodorants, lotion, gently used gloves, 
scarves, etc.  You can take these items when you volun-
teer if you desire.  

ICM Seeks Items for Christmas-Dinner ‘Food Packs’ 
Besides seeking items for their men’s and women’s 
clothing closet, ICM wants to fill out holiday menus 
from their food pantry. 
 

Through the month of Decem-
ber, Morningside will collect food for 
the ICM food pantry. We have been 
asked to put together "food packs" to 
give to families for their Christmas din-
ner side dishes. Each pack should in-
clude stuffing mix, green beans, fried 
 
 
 

onions, mushroom soup, cranberry sauce, yams, and 
corn. Our goal is to provide ICM with at least 10 packs. 
Donations will be gathered in the Welcome Center. 

 

As the feasting season approaches, we 
will continue collecting a variety of non
-perishable edibles for ICM with the 
goal that no one in our community is 
hungry for the holidays. 



 

 

1 Melissa Lawson  

1 Olivia  Hunter  

2 Samantha Hampton  

3 Dawn Bell 

4 Alyssa  Durden 

4 Amy Kayler  

4 Angie Keller  

5 Allison Roach  

6 Tamara Nix  

6 Ted McMahan  

7 Christopher Crowder  

8 Kelly Garrison 

8 Suzanne Lee 

9 Derek  Matthews   

12 Sharon Pace 

12 Dianne Johnson  

13 Tony Menefee   

13 Linda Sweum 

13 Tom Tomaka  

17 Philippe Regnault 

18 Rebecca Greener  

20 Shannon Lazzaro  

21 Tami Giusto  

23 Ali Howell  

23 Doug Self  

24 Claire Burke 

25 Bridget Ryan   

25 Nicholas Lazzaro  

27 Anna Nuckols  

27 Brooks Nuckols  

27 Nancy Anderson 

30 Eleanor Attwood  

30 Billy Palmer  

30 Annie McNeill  

  

DECEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS  
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(Find a complete list of our church officers, their committee 
assignments and church staff at http://
www.morningsidepc.org /leaders.  Session minutes, 
once approved, are on file and available for review in the 
church office.) 

• Session is concerned about cash flow. It’s not unusual 
for receipts from pledges and other donations to run 
behind our anticipated budget and get made up by the 
end of the year.  But in 2015, our deficit is signifi-
cantly higher than in previous years, despite excellent 
expense management by our staff and committees. 
Expect to hear reminders about getting our pledges 
up-to-date.  If you’re not sure where you stand with 
your planned giving, you can always check your ac-
count status on our website in the secure members-
only section. 

• Human Resources Co-chair Rob Payne presented the 
completed job description for a new position, that of 
Program Manager. This part-time job would pick up 
pieces of the Program Director job that have not al-
ready been assigned to other staff members, plus new 
responsibilities for supporting our ministry teams, 
especially with event planning and recruiting and 
managing volunteers. In light of our current financial 
position, however, Rob told Session the newly 
formed search committee would defer any action un-
til it becomes clear we have the money to sustain a 
person in this role. 

• Reporting on our recent commitment season, Van 
Jensen said our 2016 pledge total is $675,000, with 
another $125,000 in pledges anticipated from mem-
bers who have pledged in the past and have expressed 
their intention to pledge for next year. By compari-
son, our pledge total for 2015 was $835,000. Session 
expected a lower amount of pledges this year because 
of our commitment to the capital campaign. Baron 
reminded Session that when we’re able to retire our 
debt in two years thanks to the Standing and Serving 
for Generations campaign, we’ll have a healthier 
budget going forward. 

• As a result of the work of the Planning Committee, 
Facilities Chair Duncan Spears noted that baby-
changing tables have been ordered for the restrooms 
in the Welcome Center and will be installed soon. 

• As chair of the landscape committee, Beth Baer 
thanked Jack Klotz and John Watson for beautifying 
the Wessyngton entrance with new Sasanqua camelli-
as and John and Ann Watson for their gift of the col-
orful fall pots in the shade garden.      

       
  Daisy Ottmann 
  Clerk of Session 
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Emcee ‘Dutch’ introduces the MPC Handbell Choir at Atlantic 
Station’s Tree Lighting event. 
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MPC’s ringers are intent on making a joyful noise at Atlantic Station. 
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A few of the trees installed and lighted in 
New Orleans Central Park by our volunteers. 

Morningside Gallery 


